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ANNALS  op  NEWGATE; 

O  R, 

MALEFACTORS  REGISTER; 

CONTAINING 

A  particular  and  circumftantial  Account  of  the  Lives,  Tranf- 
actions,  and  Trials  of  the  moft  notorious  Malefactors,  who 
have  fuffered  an  ignominious  Death  for  their  Offences,  viz.  for 
Parricide,  Murder,  Treason,  Robbery,  Burglary,  Pi¬ 
racy,  Coining,  Forgery,  and  Rapes:  From  the  Commit¬ 
ment  of  the  celebrated  John  Sheppard,  to  the  Acquittal 
of  the  equally  celebrated  Margaret  Caroline  Rudd,  In¬ 
cluding  a  Period  of  fifty  Years  and  upwards,  both  in  Town 

and  Country. 

CALCULATED 

To  expofe  the  Deformity  of  Vice,  the  Infamy  and  Punifhments 
naturally  attending  thofe  who  deviate  from  the  Paths  of  Vir¬ 
tue  ;  and  intended  as  a  Beacon  to  warn  the  rifing  Generation 
againft  the  Temptations,  the  Allurements,  and  the  Dangers  of 

bad  Company. 

I 

*  *■ 

The  former  Part  extracted  from  authentic  Recoids  5  and  the 
Hiftories  and  Tranfadions  of  the  modern  Convi&s,  com¬ 
municated  by  the  unhappy  Sufferers  themfelves. 


VOL.  II. 


“  Vice  is  a  Monfter  of  fuch  frightful  Mien, 
«<  As,  to  be  hated ,  needs  but  to  be  fiend* 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  J.  Wen  man.  No.  144,  Fleet-  flreet,  and  fold  by  all 

other  BookfeUers.  1776. 
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ANNALS  of  NEWGATE. 

*  A 


JOSEPH  SMITH  and  DAVID  ANDERSON, 
for  privately  Stealing,  Oaober,  1726. 

JOSEPH  SMITH  and  DAVID  ANDERSON 

were  indided  for  privately  dealing  a  hat,,  a  pair  of  filver 
buckles,  a  pair  of  gloves,  a  handkerchief,  a  tobacco-box, 
a  knife  and  fork,  hair  a  guinea,  and  twenty-five  (hillings, 
from  theperfon  of  Thomas  Collier,  Auguft  2,  1726, 

Thomas,  Collier .  I  had  been  fuddling  with  fome  friends  at 
the  King’s- Arms  Tavern,  Charing-Crofs,  till  I  was  grown  top- 
heavy,  as  a  man  may  fay,  and  we  parted  about  ten  at  night, 

and  I  (trolled  along  the . — ,  I  think  ye  call  it  the  Strand, 

by  myfelf,  in  order  to  go  to  my  lodging  at  the  GeorgeTnn, 
Holborn-Bridge ;  but  being  a  (tranger  in  town,  I  miffed  my 
tvay,  and  whither  I  went,  or  what  I  did  with  myfelf,  the  devil- 
a-bit  can  I  tell,  for  all  that  I  know  of  the  matter  is  this  :  I  fell 
faft  afleep  fomewhere  or  other,  and  when  I  awaked,  I  found 
myfelf  lying  upon  my  back,  without  either  hat,  or  wig,  or 
coat  or  waificoat.  It  was  mortal  dark,  and  I  looked  up  and 
faw  nothing  but  the  element  above  me,  and  in  a  great  amaze¬ 
ment  I  was.  Lord,  thought  I,  what  will  become  of  me  ? 
vVhere  am  I?  In  the  world,  or  out  of  the  world?  At  lad  I 
looked  a  litttle  lower,  and,  to  my  great  comfort,  faw  the 
tops  of  the  houfes,  and  then  I  concluded  I  was  got  into  fome 
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town  or  other,  and  was  lying  in  the  middle  of  a  dark  alley* 
without  any  cioaths  upon  my  back  ;  but  itill  I  was  ftrangely 
confounded  to  think  which  way  I  got  thither,  and  how  I 
came  to  be  in  fuch  a  lamentable  naked  condition.  It  was  a 
great  mercy  that  I  did  not  catch  my  death.  However,  I  made 
fhift  to  get  upon  my  legs,  and  grope  my  way  into  a  broad- 
ftreet,  where  it  was  not  quite  fo  dark,  and,  going  along,  I 
came  to  a  cellar-window,  where  there  was  a  light.  I  looked 
in  and  fpied  a  man  making  candles:  Honeft  friend,  fays  I,  will 
you  be  fo  kind  as  to  tell  me  whereabout  I  am  ?  Whereabout 
ye  are,  fays  the  man,  and  Hares  up  at  me,  how  came  ye  in 
that  pickle  t  Nay,  fays  I,  as  to  that,  I  know-  no  more  than 
you,  but  I  came  from  Whitney,  and  have  loft  myfelf.  Pray, 
fays  he,  do  ye  know  Mr.  Bufby  in  Whitney  ?  Do  I?  fays 
I,  yes  very  well,  and  every  body  elfe  in  that  town.  So  upon 
that  the  honeft  tallow-chandler  lent  me  a  cap  and  a  great 
coat,  and  took  me  over  the  way  to  an  ale-houfe,  where  I 
ftaid  till  day-light,  and  then  fent  for  fome  of  my  friends. 
When  they  came,  they  went  with  me  to  look  for  what  I  had 
loft.  We  walked  up  and  down  till  we  met  with  one  Jofeph 
Smith,  who  had  got  my  cioaths  upon  his  back,  my  cane  in 
Ms  hand,  and  my  wig  in  his  pocket ;  but  whether  or  no  that 
Jofeph  was  the  fame  [ofeph  that  now  Hands  at  the  bar,  is 
more  than  I  can  tell.  It  may  be  he,  and  it  may  not,  though 
I  believe  he  has  got  my  waiftcoat  upon  his  back  at  this  time. 
It’s  true,  the  waiftcoat  I  loft  was  black,  and  the  waiftcoat 
that  he  has  got  is  grey  ;  hut  there’s  nothing  in  that,  for  a 
black  man  may  turn  grey,  and  fo  may  a  black  waiftcoat. 

Edmund- Purfer .  1  and  John  Ellis  had  been  drinking  with 

the  profecufor  over  night,  at  the  King’s-Arms  at  Charing- 
Crofs.  I  faw  that  he  was  very  much  fuddled,  and  therefore 
defired  him  to  take  a  coach,  but  he  faid  he  would  try  how 
his  legs  would  carry  him  firft,  and  fo  we  parted.  About  fix 
o’clock  next  morning,  word  was  brought  to  us,  that  he  was 
at  the  Role  and  Crown  ale-houfe  in  Drury-Lane,  and  that 
he  had  been  ftripped  and  left  naked  in  the  ftreet.  We  went 
to  him,  and  took  him  with  us  to  look  for  the  perfons  that 
had  robbed  him.  We  fearched  feverai  bawdy- houfes  in  that 
neighbourhood,  and  at  Iaft  went  to  one  in  Caftle- Alley,  Jn 
Mercer’s-Street,  near  Long-Acre,  where  we  found  the  pri- 
foner,  Jofeph  Smith,  with  the  profecutor’s  cioaths  upon  him, 

*  Barbary  Hewjley .  Between  feven  and  eight  in  the 

*  In  January,  17  37,-3,  file  wa«  indeed  by  the  name  of  Hewfley ,  alias  Cor- 
rrdius,  tor  privately  ftealing  a  gold  watch  from  Edward  Gouge,  December  24, 
and  found  guilty  to  the  value  of  rod.  Transportation.  She  had  been  tried  twice 
before  ior  picking  pockets,  but  was  aojuh.ted, 
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ftiorning,  the  profecutor  and  others  came  to  my  houfe,  and 
took  my  maid  from  the  fire,  and  Paid  that  (he  was  the  woman 
that  caufed  the  three  foldiers  to  rob  him.  While  they  (the 
profecutor  and  his  friends)  were  in  the  alley,  the  prifoner, 
Jofcph  Smith,  came  out  of  a  houfe  with  the  profecutor’s 
cloaths  upon  his  back,  and  his  cane  in  his  hand  3  and  I  going 
to  feize  him,  he  offered  to  thru  ft  the  cane  in  my  face  3  but, 
the  other  people  being  with  me,  we  fecured  hipo. 

‘Thomas  Parker.  Several  people  came  to  my  houfe  in  the 
morning,  and  Collier,  the  profecutor,  who  was  with  them, 
faid  he  had  been  robbed  by  fomebodv  thereabouts.  Why,  fays 
I,  there  are  but  few  houfes  in  this  alley,  and  if  feme  of  you 
will  ftand  at  one  end,  and  fome  at  the  other,  to  fee  who  goes 
out,  the  reft  may  fearch  within.  By  and  by  we  faw  Jofeph 
Smith  come  out  of  Green’s  houfe.  I  took  the  profecutor’s 
cane  and  wig  from  him,  and  afked  him  how  he  came  by  them? 
He  faid  he  found  them  in  Broad  St.  Giles’s,  and  that  he  bought 
the  coat  and  waiftcoat  in  Crown-Court.  But,  after  we  came 
from  the  juftice’s  with  him,  he  owned,  that  he,  and  the  other 
prifoner,  Anderfon,  and  Country  Will*  were  all  concerned  fti 
the  robbery,  and  he  defired  us  to  look  after  them  both,  but  es¬ 
pecially  the  latter  3  for,  fays  he,  that  Country  Will,  is  the 
greateft  rogue  of  us  all,  for  he  has  got  all  the  money,  and  is 
run  away  with  it. 

Mary  Williams.  Between  two  and  three  in  the  morning, 
I  met  the  profecutor  in  Drury-L'ane,  and  afked  him  to  give 
me  a  dram  3  and  fo  we  went  to  a  gin-ihop,  where  he  treated 
me  with  three  or  four  quarterns,  after  which  he  defired  me  to 
help  him  to  a  lodging  3  whereof  I  led  him,  for  he  was  con- 
fumed  drunk,  to  Welch  Kate’s,  in  FarrVAlley.  Fanny 
Oliphant,  who  was  one  of  her  lodgers,  ufed  to  keep  compa¬ 
ny  with  the  prifoner  Smith.  But  when  we  came  to  Kate’s 
door,  we  could  not  have  a  lodging  there.  Howfomever  the 
profecutor  gave  me  fomething,  I  thought  it  was  a  fix-pence, 
for  my  trouble.  The  prifoner  Smith  was  fitting  at  the  fame 
time  upon  a  bench  over-againft  us,  but  getting  up-,  he  came 
to  me,  and  fwore  he  would  go  fnacks.  I  told  him  I  had  got 
but  fix-pence  :  Why  then,  damn  ye  for  a  b — h,  fays  he,  go 
about  your  bufinefs,  or  by  G —  I’ll  murder  ye,  for  I’ll  have 
the  reft  of  the  cull’s  cole  myfelf.  I  was  glad  to  morris  off ; 
but  as  I  turned  the  corner  of  the  alley,  1  looked  back,  and 
faw  him  knock  the  profecutor  down  ;  but  what  elfe  he  did  I 
can’t  tell,  for  I  went  dire&ly  to  Chalkley’s  mght-houfe  in 
Brince’s-ftreet,  where  I  found  that  the  money  the  profecutor 
had  given  me  was  a  half  guinea  inftead  of  a  fix- pence. 
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The  prifoner  Smith  con feUed  before  the  juftice,  that  him- 
felf,  the  prifoner,  Anderfon,  Country  Will,  and  Jenny  Auftin 
took  the  profecutor’s  cloaths  and  money,  when  Moll  Willi¬ 
ams  left  him  at  Welch  Kate’s  door. 

There  was  no  evidence  againft  Anderfon,  for  Smith’s  con- 
feftion  could  afFedf  none  but  himfelf. 

The  jury  acquitted  Anderfon,  and  found  Smith  guilty. 

Death . 

The  Ordinary'' s  Account  of  Joseph  Smith. 

t 

C£  Jofeph  Smith,  (whofe  true  name,  as  he  declared,  was 
fofeph  Shrewfbury)  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  born  at 
Watford  in  Hertfordfhire,  defcended  cf  honeft  parents,  who 
were  poor  mean  people,  and  not  capable  to  give  him  educa¬ 
tion  at  fchool,  having  a  numerous  family  of  ten  or  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  yet  they  gave  him  the  good  example  of  a  virtuous  life* 
taking  him  to  church,  and  giving  him  opportunity  of  attaining 
the  knowledge  of  chriftian  principles.  They  put  him  out 
apprentice  to  a  tanner,  who  was  a  very  good  and  difcreet 
m after,  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  with  whom  he  ftaid  for 
fome  years,  but  negleHed  his  bufmefs  to  fuch  a  degree  (being 
addicted  to  dancing,  that  he  could  by  no  means  abftain  from 
it,  although  otherwife,  not  at  all  inclined  to,  or  guilty  of 
robbery  or  thieving)  that  his  mafter  was  forced  to  put  him  a- 
way  :  he  acknowledged  that  he  lived  in  good  circumftances, 
if  he  had  not  been  unthankful  to  God  and  man,  for  the  hap¬ 
py  ftate  he  was  in,  by  taking  himfelf  to  bad  company,  which 
proved  the  occaiion  of  his  fatal  end.  As  to  the  particular  fadh 
for  which  he  fuffered,  he  Hid  it  was  the  firft  robbery  he  ever 
committed,  and  that  one  David  Anderfon,  Country  Will, 
and  Jenny  Auftin,  ftripped  Thomas  Collier  of  his  cloaths,  and 
took  his  money,  while  he  was  at  a  diftance,  delivering  him 
the  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  other  things.  He  eon  felled  he  had 
been  a  great  finner,  and  that  his  fentence  was  juft:  that  he 
died  in  communion  of  this  church,  of  which  he  owned  him¬ 
felf  an  unworthy  member.” 

lie  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Thurfday,  Nov.  3,  1726. 
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TCCLES  and  RUSSEL,  for  a  IMisdemeanor,  January, 

1726-7. 

TOGGLES  RUSSEL,  gent,  of  the  parifh  of  St.  George 
^  the  Martyr,  was  indidled  for  a  mifdemeanor,  for  that  he, 
with  three  other  perfons  unknown  to  the  jury,  on  the  20th 
of  Nov.  laR,  about  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  in  a  riotous 
manner,  attempted  to  break  and  enter  the  dwelling  houfe  of 
Thomas  Benfon,  Efq;  with  an  intent  to  take  away  his  wife 
and  goods,  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds,  and 
that  he  adaulted  the  Laid  Thomas  Benfon,  Efq;  with  a  drawn 
fword. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indiSted  for  confpiring  with  William 
Cunningham,  Efq;  to  take  away  the  wife  and  goods  of  the 
Laid  Thomas  Benfon,  Efq; 

Mr.  Benfon.  On  the  17th  of  November  laR,  I  went  to 
my  office,  and  found  a  letter  direSled  for  me  :  I  could  not 
very  well  read  it,  hut  perceived  that  it  related  to  fome  un¬ 
warrantable  proceedings  in  my  family  :  going  home  about  five 
o’clock,  I  found  my  wife’s  two  fillers  there  :  I  afked  the  maid 
where  her  miff  refs  was  ?  She  anfwered,  She  is  gone  to  Mrs. 
Middleton’s  :  I  went  to  Mr.  Middleton’s,  but  they  did  not 
dine  at  home  that  day.  My  wife  had  calLd  there,  though  fhs 
did  not  flay,  but  went  to  Cunningham’s  lodgings.  On  Sa¬ 
turday  morning  I  went  out  of  town,  and  left  word  that  I 
Hiould  not  come  home  that i night:  but  1  came  home  fooner 
than  was  expected,  and  going  into  my  Rabies,  I  faw  there 
twoRrange  fellows:  there  ufed  to  be  jo  many  Iriflimen  about  ruy 
houfe,  that  I  had  ordered  that  nobody  fhould  come  there  with¬ 
out  my  knowledge.  My  wife  complained  that  it  was  very 
Rrange  that  neither  Lie  or  her  fillers  muff  have  any  body  come 
to  fee  them,  I  Raid  at  home  all  day  on  Sunday;  and  about 
ten  at  night,  as  I  was  at  fupper  with  my  wife  and  her 
fillers.,  Tofeph  Hunt,  my  groom,  defired  to  fpeak  with  me. 

1  went  out  :  lie  advifed  me  to  take  care  of  myfeif,  for  he  faid 
1  was  to  be  murdered  that  night,  and  I  fhould  find  my  wife  s 

maid  M~ -  W- — - in  the  Rable,  and  fhe  would  tell  me 

more.  I  went  immediately  to  her  :  fne  faid  I  fhould  be  mur¬ 
dered,  that  her  miRrefs  had  then  a  pillol  in  her  pocket,  and 
her  cloaths  were  all  packed  up,  in  order  for  her  going  away 
between  twelve  and  two.  I  found  her  cloaths  packed  up  ac¬ 
cordingly,  upon  which  I  faid  to  my  coachman,  Richard,  will 
you  Rand  by  me  ?  and  he  anfwered.  Yes.  1  went  to  the 
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houfe  of  a  gentleman  to  define  his  aififtance,  but  he  was 
gone- oi;t  of  town.  1  looked  for  my  own  piftols,  but  could 
not  find  them,  for  they  had  been  carried  away  to  Cunningham, 

1  fent  to  Mr.  Harcourt,  of  the  Crown-office,  to  beg  that  he 
would  come  immediately  5.  but  he  was  not  at  home.  Going 
then  into  my  own  parlour,  I  found  there  my  mother,  my 
filler,  and  my  wife.  1  feized  a  piftol  in  my  wife’s  pocket, 
and  then  tpld  them  the  ftory,  and  fetched  in  her  packed-up 
cloaths.  Then  I  fent  to  Robert  Dags,  in  Shoreditch,  de¬ 
firing  him  to  come  to  my  aififtance,  and  bring  what  arms  he 
could,  or  I  fhould  be  murdered.  Robert  Dags  came  about, 
one  o’clock.  One  of  the  maids,  whom  I  had  fent  to  watch 
above  flairs,  faid  they  were  come  5  and  prefently  afterwards  I 
heard  a  noife  at  my  door  as  if  fome  body  had  been  unlocking 
it.  I  ruffled  out,  and  perceived  a  man  about  eight  feet  from 
the  door,  ftepping  haftily  a-crofs  the  fireet :  I  followed,  and 
feized  him  by  the  collar,  and  turning  his  face  to  the  light,  I 
fuw  it  was  the  prifoner,  upon  which  I  pufhed  him  from  me, 
and  told  him  he  was  not  she  villain  J  wanted.  Had  it  been 
Cunningham,  I  believe  I  fhould  have  (hot  him,  fori  had  a 
loaded  piffiol  in  my  hand.  As  I  was  turning  back  I  heard  a 
noife,  and  thought  I  faw  Cunningham.  I  followed  down  the 
Meet,  but  could  not  find  him.  When  I  returned,  my  coach¬ 
man  had  got  hold  of  the  prifoner,  who,  fince  I  left  him,  had 
been  back  to  my  door,  and  had  drawn  hiYfword.  He  talked 
then  of  having  satisfaction  of  the  little  man  in  black  ,  but  I 
had  heard  him  fay  nothing  of  it  before. 

Phebe  Lewis.  Thomas  Afhton,  a  porter,  lodged  at  my 
houfe.  A  little  girl  lay  in  the  fame  room  as  he  lay  in. 
This  girl  hearing  him  tell  his  wife,  that  he  had  carried  letters 
to  Mr.  Benlon’s  lady  ;  that  Mr.  Cunningham  ufed  to  vifit 
her,  and  that  he  being  at  fupper  there  one  night,  when  Mr. 
Benfon  came  home,  they  put  him  into  a  clofet  :  the  girl,  I 
fay,  hearing  all  this,  acquainted  me  with  it,  and  that  induced 
me  to  fend  to  Mr,  Benfon  the  letter  he  received  concerning 
his  wife  and  family. 

Jl/j - — -  IV — ~ .  I  knew  of  Mr.  Cunningham’s 

coming  to  niy  rnifirefs  a-nights  after  my  m after  was  a  bed, 
and  Cunningham  told  me,  that  he  intended  to  come  and 
take  away  my  miftrefs  that  night,  between  twelve  and  two; 
and  he  gave  me  a  loaded  piftol  to  give  my  miftrefs,  at  her 
oWn  deftre.  He  faid,  ft  he  found  any  refiftance,  he  would 
bind  and  gag  all  the  fervants  in  the  houfe,  and  if  he  mur¬ 
dered  them  he  did  not  care.  Fie  added,  that  he  had  never  a 
ftrvJMSfc  then  at  home,  for  Mr.  Ruffe!  was  not  come  back  from 

1  ■  !».-  V  :  ■  <  •  ;  .  v  ,  t  •  ,i'i  i  )  1  •  • 
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hiring  the  yacht  that  was  to  carry  my  miftrefs  away.  *  Upon 
hearing  this,  I  began  to  oe  very  unealy  for  fear  murder  fhou Id 
oe  committed  in  Cafe  of  refiftance,  and  therefore  intended  to 
acquaint  my  matter  of  it  ;  but,  not  having  an  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  with  him,  I  told  the  coachman  and  groom  of  it 
and  that  I  had  delivered  a  pittol  to  my  miftrefs,  which  I  had 
from  Mr.  Cunningham.  This  is  the  pittol.  The  prifoner 
knew  my  miftrefs  very  well,  he  had  frequently  brought  letters 
for  her  from  Mr.  Cunningham.  He  had  often  been  at  our 
houfe :  and  he  went  down  to  Tunbridge  on  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham  s  account,  and  fpoke  with  my  miftrefs  there. 

Mr.  Delany.  I  made  this  pittol,  my  fervant  fold  a  pair  of 
them  to  Mr.  Cunningham.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  two 
or  three  years,  and  always  took  him  to  be  Mr.  Cunnii^ham’s 
companion,  and  not  his  fervant. 

Richard  Kennedy ,  the  coachman.  The  firft  knowledge 
that  I  had  of  this  affair,  was  about  a  week  before  the  attempt 
to  carry  off  my  mittrefs  :  for,  going  into  Hertfordfhire  with 
my  miftrefs  to  fee  the  child,  we  came  back  to  the  Crown,  at 
Ware,  in  the  evening  ;  and  I  faw  two  ftrange  horfes  in  the 
ftahle.  At  fupper  time,  as  I  was  fitting  in  the  kitchen,  1 
faw  one  Clouds,  who,  I  miftrufted,  was  Cunningham’s  fer¬ 
vant.  We  drank  wine  together,  but  he  would  not  let  me 
pay  any  thing.  In  the  morning  I  put  my  mittrefs  forward  to 
go  home.  We  baited  at  the  Old-Bell,  at  Edmonton.  As 
Oon  as  we  got  there,  up  came  Mr.  Cunningham  and  Clouds. 
Cunningham  went  in  a  doors,  and  Clouds  came  to  me; 
and  he  having  ordered  that  the  foot-boy  ihould  not  come  into 
our  company,  we  drank  wine  again,  and  ttill  he  would  not 
let  me  pay  any  thing.  When  I  got  upon  my  coach-box,  he 
gave  me  ten  {hillings,  I  thanked  him,  but  did  not  know 

what  it  was  for.  On  Sunday,  when  I  faw  M— - W _ — — 

carry  out  feveral  bundles,  I  threatened  her.  At  the  time 
when  (he  told  me  they  v/ould  come  to  take  my  mittrefs  away, 
I  faw  Afhton  the  porter  by  my  matter’s  houfe,  and  afked  him 
Vviidt  he  oid  out  at  that  time  of  night  ?  He  laid,  he  was  goinj? 
home.  Juft  after  he  left  me,  I  think  I  heard  St.  Paul’s 
clock  ftrike  one,  and  I  went  in,  but  I  had  not  been  in  half 
an  hour  before  the  waits  came,  and  played  at  our  door;  and 
the  cook,  who  was  placed  in  the  drawing-room,  told  me 
there  were  three  or  four  men  looking  in  at  the  iron  rails. 
When  l  went  out  I  faw  feveral  people  about  the  door,  but 
knew  none  of  tnem  except  the  prifoner,  though  there  were 
four  who  did  not  belong  to  the  waits.  The  prifoner  drew  his 
{"word,  and  threatened  Mr.  Benfon  ;  but  we  had  fire-arms, 

and 


10 


ECCLES  and  RUSSEL,  for  a  Misdemeanor. 

and  feispci  the  prifoner,  and  made  him  furrender  his  (word.  He 
pretended  not  to  know  Mrs.  (Benfon  when  {he  was  got  out  of 
the  parlour  window,  upon  the  iron  rails;  for  he  faid,  Who  is 
the  lady  ?  I’ll  fave  her  honour :  and  at  the  fame  iirne  offered 

her  his  hand.  T 

Jane  Ramjhqw .  I  did  not  fee  Mr.  Cunningham,  but  I 

faw  the  prifoner :  he  was  in  hlacrc  cloaths,  and  white  ftockings. 
He  had  been  walking  up  and  down  the  ftreet,  twice  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  way,  and  once  he  came  clofe  by  our  win¬ 
dow,  and  looked  in  at  the  rads.  And  when  my  miftrefs  got 
out  of  the  parlour.- window  upon  the  rails,  he  faid  to  her, 
Dear  Madam,  what  makes  you  out  ?  Don’t  make  a  noiff, 
you  {hall  not  be  hurt;  and  then  gave  her  his  hand  ;  but  I 
took  his  hand  from  her,  and  the  coachman  took  her  down. 

Mr.  Benfon ,  the  profecutor’s  brother.  My  brother  fent 
me  to  Shoreditch  for  Robert  Dags,  I  brought  him  with  me, 
and  we  had  been  come  to  my  brother’s  houfe  but  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before  the  attempt  was  made.  I  faw  the  prifoner  crofs 
the  way,  and  when  IVlrs.  Benion  was  upon  tne  rads,  ne  gave 
her  his  hand,  His  {word  was  drawn  at  the  fame  time,  and 
he  faid  the  firft  who  came  to  oppofe  him  was  a  dead  man. 

_ _ Dags.  I  faw  Mrs.  Benfon  on  the  rails,  and  the 

prifoner  faid,  Save  her  honour.  He  had  his  fword  drawn. 

‘  Sarah  Keate ,  Mrs.  Ben  fords  filler.  A  diamond  buckle  was 
fent  to  Mr.  Cunningham.  I  afterwards  fay/  the  cloaths 
packed  up,  and  my  filter  intended  to  go  away  that  night  with 
Mr.  Cunnigham,  'whom  I  had  feen  in  her  company.  I  faw 
him  one  night  in  the  chamber  where  {he  lay,  and  (he  ordered 
me  to  no  out  ol  the  room.  But  I  never  faw  hum  at  Bii, 
Benfon’s  houfe,  when  Mr.  Benfon  was  at  home,  except  once, 
and  then  he  came  to  return  thanks  for  fome  favour  that  Mr. 
Benfon  had  done  him.  I  have  feen  the  prifoner  fix  or  feven 
times  at  my  filler’s  ;  I  believe  he  brought  letters  to  her  from 
Mr.  Cunningham,  for  I  have  heard  fome  of  thole  letters  read, 
and  they  contained  profeffions  of  love  to  her.  Che  pri- 
fnner  never  delivered  any  me  luge  to  me,  but  to  M—  - 
W— - I  have  feen  him  at  my  filter’s  lodgings  at  1  un¬ 

bridge. 

cI'be  P.'  if  oner's  Defence , 

Mrs.  Hammond.  The  prifoner  came  to  my  houfe  the 
Monday  before  this  difturbance,  and  agreed  with  me  tor 
a  lodging  for  a  gentleman  that  would  be  private  ;  and  told  me, 
that  there  would  not  be  above  two  or  three  perfons  come  to 

him 
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him. - 1  infifted  that  no  woman  fhould  come  to  him. 

I  was  cautious  in  that  refpedl,  in  regard  to  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  my  houfe.  The  gentleman  came  next  day,  and  in¬ 
vited  me  to  dine  with  him.  He  told  me,  that  he  was  in 
debt,  and  defired  that  I  would  not  let  in  any  bailiffs.  At  one 
that  morning  on  which  the  diffurbance  happened,  I  was 
awaked  by  the  opening  of  the  door,  upon  which  I  flipped  on 
my  cloaths,  and  went  down.  Clouds  was  then  in  my  entry, 
and  Cunningham  and  Afhton  were  above  flairs. 

Margaret ,  Mrs.  Hammond’s  maid.  About  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning  I  let  the  prifoner  out  of  our  houfe  ;  as  for  A  Al¬ 
ton,  the  porter,  "he  was  not  out  of  doors  till  after  two 
o’clock,  and  he,  and  Mr.  Cunningham,  and  his  man,  Clouds, 
were  all  up,  and  in  our  houfe,  about  the  time  of  the  diftur- 
bance  in  the  ftreet, 

Richard  Kennedy  again.  1  am  pofrtive  that  Afhton  was  in 
the  ftreet,  near  my  mafter’s  door,  at,  or  a  little  before  one 
o’clock. 

'John  Gather.  Mr.  Cunningham  was  very  confiderably  in¬ 
debted  to  feveral  perfons,  and  therefore  I  advifed  him  to  go 
to  Holland  for  his  own  fafety,  about  three  weeks  before  this 
happened. 

Mrs.  Benfon  was  examined  by  the  confent  of  both  par¬ 
ties. 

Mrs.  Benfon .  I  am  not  pofltive  that  the  prifoner  was 
privy  to  my  defign  of  going  away  with  Mr.  Cunningham, 
He  had  refolved  to  carry  me  away,  but  had  not  particularly 
named  who  was  to  aflift  him.  Indeed,  when  I  was  upon  the 
iron  rails,  the  prifoner  came  up  and  faid,  Nobody  fhould  hurt 
me.  He  had  likewife  brought  me  letters  and  meflages  from 
Mr.  Cunningham,  and  knew  me  very  well.  I  was  feveral 
times  with  Mr.  Cunningham  at  his  lodgings,  and  Mrs.  Ham¬ 
mond  knew  of  it,  and  faw  me  there. 

One  of  the  waits  depofed,  that  one  of  their  company  had 
half  a  crown  given  him  to  play  a  tune  under  Mr.  Ber.fon’s 
window  ;  that  they  were  repulfed  by  Mr.  Benfon’s  fervants, 
and  that  thereupon  the  prifoner  followed  them,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  perfuade  them  to  go  back  again. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of  both  indidftments, 
and  the  court  ordered  that  he  fhould  pay  a  fine  of  300  1.  fuf- 
fer  one  year’s  imprifonment,  and  find  fureties  for  his  good  be¬ 
haviour  for  three  years  more. 
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RICHARD  SAVAGE,  JAMES  GREGORY,  and  WIL- 
LIAM  MERCHANT,  for  Murder,  Thurfday,  De- 

cember  7,  1727* 

P  ICHARD  SAVAGE,  James  Gregory,  and  Wil= 
liam  Merchant,  were  indidfced  for  the  murder  of 
James  Sinclair  :  Savage  by  giving  him  with  a  drawn  fword, 
one  mortal  wound  in  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  of  the 
length  of  half  an  inch,  and  the  depth  of  nine  inches,  on  the 
twentieth  of  November  laft,  of  which  mortal  wound  he 
langiuihed  till  the  next  day,  and  then  died  :  and  Gregory* 
and  Merchant,  by  being  prefent,  aiding,  abetting,  comfort- 
ms,  and  maintaining  the  faid  Savage,  in  committing  the  faid 
murder. 

At  the  requeft  of  the  prifoners,  the  witneiTes  againft  them 
were  examined  a-part.  1 

Mr.  Nuttal.  On  Monday  the  twentieth  of  November, 
about  eleven  at  night,  the  deceafed,  and  Mr.  Lemery,  and 
his  brother,  and  I,  went  to  Robinfon’s  coffee-houfe,  near 
Chairing-Crofs,  where  weftaid  till  one  or  two  in  the  morning. 
We  had  drank  two  three-fhiliings  bowls  of  punch,  and  were 
juft  concluding  to  go  when  the  prifoners  came  into  the  room. 
Merchant  entered  firft,  and  turning  his  back  to  the  fire,  he 
kicked  down  our  table  without  any  provocation.  What  do 
you  mean,  fays  1  ?  And  what  do  you  mean  ?  fays  Gregory* 
Prefently  Savage  drew  his  fword,  and  we  retreated  to  the  far- 
ther  end  of  the  room.  Gregory  drawing  too,  I  defired  them 
to  put  up  their  fwords,  but  they  refufed.  I  did  not  fee  the  de¬ 
ceafed  draw7,  but  Gregory  turning  to  him,  faid,  Villain  de¬ 
liver  your  fword  :  and,  focn  after,  he  took  the  fword  from 
the  deceafed.  Gregory’s  fword  was  broke  in  the  fcufRe  5 
but,  with  the  deceafed’s  fword,  and  part  of  his  own,  he  came 
and  demanded  mine  5  and,  1  refufing  to  deliver  it,  he  made 
a  thruft  at  me.  I  defended  myfelf.  He  endeavoured  to  get 
my  fword  from  me  ;  but  he  either  fell  of  himfelf,  or  I  threw 
him,  and  took  the  deceafed’s  fword  from  him  ;  and  three  fol- 
diers  coming  into  the  room,  they  fecured  him.  I  did  not  fee 
Savage  pufh  at  the  deceafed,  but  I  heard  the  deceafed  fa^y, 
I  am  a  cfcad  man  !  and  foon  after  the  candles  were  put  out. 
I  afterwards  went  up  to  the  deceafed,  and  faw  fomething  hang 
out  at  his  belly,  which  I  took  to  be  his  caul.  The  maid  of 
the  houfe  came  in,  and  kneeled  down  to  fuck  the  wound, 
and  it  was  after  this  that  the  foldiers  came  in,  and  I  and 
Gregory  were  carried  to  the  watch-boufe* 
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Gregory.  Did  not  I  fay  put  up  your  f words? 

NuttaL  There  might  he  fuch  an  expreftion,  but  I  cannot 
call  tp  mind  when  it  was  fpoke. 

Mr.  Leniery.  I  was  with  the  deceafed,  and  Mr.  NuttaU 
and  my  brother,  at  Robinfon’s  Coffee  houfe,  and  we  were 
ready  to  go  home,  when  fomebody  knocked  at  the  ftreet  door. 
The  landlady  opened  it,  and  let  in  the  prifoners,  and  lighted 
them  into  another  room.  They  would  not  flay  there,  but 
rudely  came  into  ours.  Merchant  kicked  down  the  table. 
Ou  r  company  all  retreated.  Gregory  came  up  to  the  deceafed, 
and  faid,  G —  d — •  ye,  you  rafeal,  deliver  your  fword  !  fwords 
were  drawn.  Savage  made  a  thruft  at  the  deceafed,  who 
ffooped,  and  cried.  On  !  At  which  Savage  turned  pale,  flood 
for  fome  time  aftonifhed,  and  then  endeavoured  to  get  away  \ 
but  I  held  him.  The  lights  were  then  put  out.  We  ftruggled 
together.  The  maid  came  to  my  affiftance,  pulled  off  his  hat 
and  wig,  and  dung  about  him.  He,  in  ffriving  to  force  him- 
felf  from  her,  ftruck  at  her,  cut  her  in  the  head  with  his 
fword,  and  at  laft  got  away.  I  went  to  a  night-cellar,  and 
called  two  or  three  foldiers,  who  took  him  and  Merchant  in 
a  back  court.  When  Savage  gave  the  wound,  the  deceafed 
had  his  fword  drawn,  but  held  it  with  the  point  down  towards 
the  ground,  on  the  left  fide.  As  to  Merchant,  I  did  not  fee 
that  he  had  any  fword. 

Mr.  Nuttai  again.  Nor  I  :  nor  did  I  fee  him  in  the  roor.il 
after  the  fray  began.  But  after  the  candles  were  put  out,  he 
was  taken  with  Savage  in  a  back  court. 

"Jane  Leader.  I  was  in  the  room,  and  faw  Savage  draw 
ftrff.  Then  Gregory  went  up  to  the  deceafed,  and  Savage 
ffabbed  him  5  and,  turning  back,  he  looked  pale.  I'he  de¬ 
ceafed  cried,  I  am  dead  !  I  am  dead  !  I  opened  his  coat,  and 
hid  the  maid-fervant  luck  the  wound.  She  did,  but  no  blood 
came.  1  went  to  fee  the  deceafed  upon  his  death-bed,  and 
defired  him  to  tell  me  how  he  Was  wounded.  He  fdid,  that 
the  wound  was  given  him  by  the  lead  man  in  black.  That 
was  Savage,  for  Merchant  was  in  coloured  cloaths,  and  had 
no  fword, — and  that  the  tailed:  of  them,  which  was  Gregory  , 
paft,  or  ftruck  his  fword,  while  Savage  ftabbed  him.  I  did 
not  fee  the  deceafed’s  fword  at  all,  nor  did  he  open  his  lips, 
or  fpeak  one  word  to , the  prifoners. 

Mrs.  Enderjby.  1  keep  RdbinlorEs  coffee- houfe.  When 
I  let  the  prifoners  in,  I  perceived  they  were  in  drink.  I  (hew¬ 
ed  them  a  room.  They  were  very  rude  to  me.  1  told  them 
if  they  wanted  any  liquor  they  fhould  have  it ;  but,  it  they 
did  not,  I  defired  their  abfence.  Upon  which  one  or  them 
i2  D  took 
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took  up  a  chair,  and  offered  ro  (trike  me  with  it  :  they  went 
into  the  next  room,  which  is  a  publick  coffee-room  in  the  day 
time,  Merchant  kicked  down  the  table.  Whether  the  other 
company  were  fitting  or  (landing  at  that  table,  I  cannot  be 
poiitive  5  ^ut:  ^  is  a  folding  table  with  two  leaves,  and  there 
were  tyvo  other  tables  in  the  fame  room.  Swords  were  drawn. 
I  he  deceafed  was  wounded,  and  Savage  ftruggled  with  the 
maid-fervant,  and  cut  her  over  the  head  with  his  fword. 

Mary  Rock ,  the  .Maid,  My  miff  refs  and  I  let  the  prifoners 
into  the  houfe.  My  miff  refs  (hewed  them  a  room.  Merchant 
pulled  her  about  very  rudely,  and,  fhe  making  refinance,  he 
took  up  a  chair,  and  offered  to  flrike  her  with  it.  Then  afk- 
ing  who  was  in  the  next  room  ?  I  anfwered,  feme  company 
that  have  paid  their  reckoning,  and  are  juft  a  going,  and  you 
may  have  the  room  to  yourfelves  if  you5]]  have  but  a  little  pa¬ 
tience  :  but  they  would  not,  and  fo  they  ran  in.  1  went  in 
not  long  after,  and  faw  Gregory  and  Savage  with  their  fwords 
drawn,  and  the  deceafed  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  and  the 
point  from  him.  Soon  after,  I  heard  Jane  Leader  fay,  poor 
dear  Sinclair  is  killed  !  I  fucked  the  wound,  but  it  would  not 
bleed.  Savage  endeavoured  to  get  away,  but  I  ftopped  him. 
i  did  not  fee  the  wound  given  to  the  deceafed,  but  I  after¬ 
wards  faw  the  encounter  between  Mr.  Nuttal  and  Mr* 
Gregory. 

Mr.  ! Taylor ,  a  clergyman.  On  the  2ift  of  November  I 
was  fent  for  to  pray  by  the  deceafed,  and,  after  I  had  re¬ 
commended  him  to  the  mercy  of  Almighty  God,  Mr.  Nuttal 
defired  me  to  afk  him  a  few  queftions  ;  but,  as  I  thought  it 
not  belonging  to  my  province,  I  declined  it.  Mr.  Nuttal  how¬ 
ever,  willing  to  have  a  witnefs  to  the  words  of  a  dying  man, 
perfuaded  me  to  flay  while  he  himfelf  afked  him  a  queftion. 
And  then,  turning  to  the  deceafed,  he  /aid,  Do  you  know 
from  which  of  the  gentlemen  you  received  the  wound  ?  the 
deceafed  arjfwered,  From  the'fhorteft  in  black,  (which  was 
Mr.  Savage)  the  talleft  commanded  my  fword,  and  the  other 
(tabbed  me. 

Rowland  Holdernefs ,  watchman.  I  came  to  the  room  juft 
after  the  wound  was  given,  and  then  I  heard  the  deceafed 
fay,  I  was  (tabbed  barbaroufly  before  my  fword  was  drawn. 

John  Wilcox,  another  watchman.  I  faw  the  deceafed  lean¬ 
ing  his  head  upon  his  hand,  and  heard  him  then  fay,  I  am  a 
dead  man,  and  was  (tabbed  cowardly. 

Mr.  Wilkey ,  the  furgeon.  I  fearched  the  wound,  it  was 
t>n  the  left  fide  of  the  belly,  as  high  as  the  navJ.  The  fword 

had 
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grazed  on  the  kidney,  and  I  believe  that  wound  was  the 
caufe  of  his  death. 

Court.  Do  you  think  the  deceafed  could  receive  that  wound 
in  a  pofture  of  defence  ? 

Mr.  fVilkey .  I  believe  he  could  not,  except  he  was  left- 
handed. 

The  Defence  of  the  Prifoners . 

Mr.  Gregory  faid,  That  the  reafon  of  their  going  into  that 
room,  was  lor  the  benefit  of  the  fire;  that  the  table  was 
thrown  down  accidentally  ;  that  the  houfe  bore  an  infamous 
chara&er,  and  feme  of  the  witnefles  lay  under  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  being  perfons  who  had  no  regard  to  iuflice  and  mo¬ 
rality. 

Mr.  Savoge,  having  given  the  court  an  account  of  his  meet¬ 
ing  with  Gregory  and  Merchant,  and  going  with  them  to 
Robinfon’s  cofFee-houfe,  made  feme  remarks  on  what  had 
been  fworn  by  the  witnefles,  and  declared,  that  his  endea¬ 
vouring  to  efcape,  was  only  to  avoid  the  inclemencies  of 
a  goal. 

And  then  the  prifoners  called  their  witnefles. 

Henry  Huggins ,  Thomas  Huggins ,  and  Robert  Fijh  depo- 
fed,  That  they  were  prefent  at  the  latter  part  of  the  quarrel, 
and  faw  Mr.  Nuttal  engaged  with  Mr,  Gregory,  and  ftrug- 

gling  with  a  fword. - 'This  only  confirmed  part  of  Nuttal’s 

evidence. - They  added,  that  the  cofleeToufe  was  a  houfe 

of  ill  fame. 

Mary  Stanly  depofed,  That  (he  had  feen  the  deceafed  in  a 
quarrel,  before  that  in  which  he  was  killed  ;  that  Mr.  Nuttal 
and  he  were  very  well  acquainted,  and  that  (he  had  feen  Mrs. 
Nuttal  and  Mr.  Leader  in  bed  together. 

John  Pearfe  depofed.  That  Jane  Leader  told  him,  that, 
when  the  fwords  were  drawn,  (he  went  out  of  the  room, 
2nd  did  not  fee  the  wound  given  ;  that  (he  was  a  woman 
of  ill  reputation,  and  that  the  coffee  houfe  had  a  bad  cha¬ 
racter. 

Daniel  Boyle  depofed,  That  the  deceafed  bore  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  idle  perfon,  who  had  no  fettled  place  of  refi- 
dence.  * 

John  Eaton  depofed,  That  he  had  known  the  deceafed  a- 
bout  two  months,  and  had  heard  that  his  character  was  but 
indifferent. 

Mr.  Rainby  depofed.  That,  the  morning  after  the  accident, 
he  went  to  the  coffee-houfe  to  enquire  for  Mr.  Merchant, 

D  ^  '  and 
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and  then  heard  Mr.  Nuttal  fay,  that,  if  he  had  any  of  the 
prifoners  in  a  convenient  place,  he  would  cut  their  throats, 
provided  he  could  be  fure  of  efcaping  the  law. 

Mr.  Cheefborougb  depofed  to  the  fame  effect. 

Mr.  Nuttal.  Being  moved  with  the  barbarous  treatment 
my  friend  had  met  with,  I  believe  I  might  fay.  That  if  I  had 
them  in  an  open  field,  1  would  not  have  recourfe  to  the  law, 
but  do  them  iufiice  myfelf. 

Then  Mr.  Nuttal  called  fome  gentlemen,  who  depofed, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  reputation,  civility,  -and  good  man¬ 
ners. 

Several  perfons  of  diftin&ion  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  pri- 
Toners,  and  gave  them  the  characters  of  good-natured,  quiet, 
peaceable  men,  and  by  no  means  inclinable  to  be  quarrel- 
fome. 

And  the  prifoners  then  faid,  they  hoped  the  good  charac¬ 
ters  which  had  been  given  them,  the  fuddennefs  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  accident,  and  their  having  no  premeditated  malice, 
would  entitle  them  to  fome  favour. 

The  court,  having  fummed  up  the  evidence,  obferved  to 
the  jury,  That  as  the  deceafed  and  his  company  were  in  pof- 
fejlion  of  the  room,  if  the  prifoners  were  the  aggreffors  by 
Cprning  into  that  room,  kicking  down  the  table,  and  imme¬ 
diately  thereupon  drawing  their  fwords  without  provocation, 
and  the  deceafed  retreated,  was  purfued,  attacked,  and  killed 
in  the  manner  as  had  been  fworn  by  the  witnefTes,  it  was  mur¬ 
der  not  only  in  him  who  gave  the  wound,  but  in  the  others 
who  aided  and  abetted  him.  That  as  to  the  characters  of  the 
prifoners,  good  character  is  of  weight  where  the  proof  is 
doubtful,  but  flies  up,  when  put  in  the  fcale  again#  plain  and 
pofitiy.e  evidence:  and,  as  to  the  fuddennefs  of  the  adtion; 
where  there  is  a  fudden  quarrel,  and  a  provocation  is  given  by 
him  who  is  killed,  or  where  fuddenly  and  mutually  perfons 
attack  each  other  and  fight,  and  one  of  them  is  killed  in  the 
heat  of  blood,  it  is  manflaughter.  But,  where  one  is  the 
aggreiTor,  purfues  the  infuit,  and  kills  the  perfon  attacked, 
without  any  provocation,  tho5  on  a  fudden,  the  law  implies 
malice,  and  it  is  murder. 

i  .  . 

The  trial  lafled  about  eight  hours.  The  jury  found  Richard 
SSvage  and  James  Gregory  guilty  of  murder,  and  William 
Merchant  guilty  of  manflaughter. 

On  Monday,  December  u,  being  the  laft  day  of  the  fef- 
fiohs,  Richard  Savage,  and  James  Gregory,  with  four  other 

capitally 
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capitally  convicted  prifoners,  were  brought  again  to,  the  bar 
to  receive  fentence  of  death  :  and  being  feverally  afked  (as  is 
ufual  on  fuch  occafions)  what  they  had  to  fay,  why  judgment 
Should  not  be  pafled  upon  them,  Mr.  Savage  addrefted  himfelf 
to  the  court  in  the  following  terms : 

It  is  now,  my  lord,  too  late  to  offer  any  thing  by  way  of 
defence  or  vindication  ;  nor  can  we  expert  ought  from  your 
iordfhips,  in  this  court,  but  the  fentence  which  the  law  re¬ 
quires  you  as  judges  to  pronounce  againft  men  of  our  cala¬ 
mitous  condition.  But  we  are  alfo  perfuaded,  that  as  meer 
men,  and  out  of  this  feat  of  rigorous  juftice,  you  are  fufeep- 
tive  of  the  tender  pafftons,  and  too  humane  not  to  commife- 
rate  the  unhappy  fituation  of  thofe,  whom  the  law  fometimes 
perhaps,  exa6fs  from  you  to  pronounce  upon.  No  doubt 
you  diftinguifh  between  offences,  which  arile  out  of  premedi¬ 
tation,  and  a  difpofition  habitual  to  vice  or  immorality,  and 
tranfgreffions,  which  are  the  unhappy  and  unforefeen  effects 
of  a  cafual  abfence  of  reafon,  and  fudden  impulfe  of  paffion  : 
we,  therefore,  hope  you  will- contribute  all  you  can  to  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  that  mercy,  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  have 
been  pleafed  to  (hew  Mr.  Merchant,  who  (allowing  fadts  as 
fworn  againft  us  by  the  evidence)  has  led  us  into  this  our  ca** 
lamifv.  I  hope  this  will  not  be  conftrued  as  if  we  meant  to 
refledt  upon  that  gentleman,  or  remove  any  thing  from  us 
upon  h;m,  or,  that  we  repine  the  more  at  our  fate,  becaufe 
he  has  no  participation  of  it :  no,  my  lord  !  for  my  part,  I 
declare  nothing  could  more  foften  my  grief,  than  to  be  with¬ 
out  any  companion  in  fo  great  a  misfortune. 

Mr.  Merchant  was  burnt  in  the  hand. 

At  the  end  of  the  next  feftions,  which  was  on  Saturday 
the  20th  of  January,  Richard  Savage,  and  James  Gregory 
were  admitted  to  bail,  in  order  to  their  pleading  the  king's 
pardon.  And,  on  the  laft  day  of  the  following  feftions,  being 
the  5th  of  March,  1727-8,  they  accordingly  pleaded  his  ma¬ 
le  fly’s  pardon,  and  their  bail  were  discharged. 

While  the  prifoners  were  under  fentence,  a  fix-penny  pam¬ 
phlet  was  published,  entitled,  The  Life  of  Mr.  Richard  Sa¬ 
vage.  It  reprefents  him  as  a  man  of  merit  under  misfortunes, 
and  confequently  a  proper  object  of  the  king’s  mercy.  From 
this  piece  we  Shall  extradl  a  lew  paftages. 

44  His  misfortunes  may  be  laid  to  be  begun  before  his  birth; 

for  when  his  mother,  the  l^te  countefs  of  M— -  was  big 

with 
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with  child  of  him,  file  publicly  declared,  that  the  infant  then 
in  her  womb,  did  not  in  the  lead  appertain  to  her  hufband, 
but  to  another  noble  Earl,  upon  which  a  trial  was  com¬ 
menced  in  the  houfeof  lords,  and  my  lord  M-—- —  obtained  a 
divorce  :  his  lady  had  her  fortune,  which  was  very  consider¬ 
able,  paid  back  to  her  again,  with  full  liberty  of  marrying 
whom  file  pleafed,  which  liberty  fee  made  ufe  of  in  a  very  fhort 
time-  Her  fori,  being  thus  baftardized,  could  not  be  born 
as  otherwife  he  would  have  been,  a  lord  by  courtefv',  and  heir 
to  the  title  of  an  Englifb  earl,  with  one  of  the  fined  eflates 
in  the  kingdom.  The  day  of  his  birth  was  January  io? 
1697*8. 

-  46  An  affair  of  this  extraordinary  kind,  did  not  a  little  em¬ 
ploy  the  converfation,  and  fcandal  of  the  town,  for  which 
r  afon  the  lacly  refolving  to  move  out  of  her  fight,  him,  who 
was  innocently  the  caufe  of  her  reproach,  committed  him  to 
the  care  of  a  poor  woman,  with  orders  to  breed  him  up  as 
her  own,  laying  a  flridl  inj  unci  ion  upon  her,  never  to  let  him 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  real  parents.  1  he  nurfe  was 
faithful  to  the  truft  repofed  in  her  ;  whofe  name  was  the  only 
one,  for  many  years  he  knew  he  had  any  claim  to,  and  was 
called  after  it  accordingly,  although  h’s  real  father,  the  late 
Earl  Rivers,  was  one  of  his  godfathers,  and  had  his  right 
name  regularly  regiflered  in  the  pariili  books  of  St.  Andrew’s, 
Holborn. 

46  Fie  was  font  to  a  grammarTchoo!  at  St.  Albans:  while  he 
was  at  fchool  his  father,  the  Earl  Rivers  died,  who  had  fe- 
veral  times  made  enquiry  after  him,  but  could  never  get  any 
fatisfadfory  account ;  and  when  on  his  death- bed  he  more  ftre- 
imoufly  demanded  to  know  what  wras  become  of  him,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  him  a  partaker  in  that  very  handfome  eflate  he 
left  among  his  natural  children,  he  was  pofitivdy  told  he  was 
dead. 

46  When  he  was  about  fifteen,  he  was  foiicited  to  be 
bound  apprentice  to  a  fboemaker,  which  propofal  he  rejected 
with  fcorn ;  for  he  had  now,  by  the  death  of  his  nurfe,  dif- 
covered  feme  letters  of  his  grandmother’s,  and  by  thofe  means, 
the  whole  contrivance  that  had  been  carried  on  to  conceal  his 
birth  ;  and  being  now  entirely  deffitute  of  every  the  leaft  ne- 
ceffary  of  life,  to  whom  was  it  fo  natural  to  apply  to  as  a  mo¬ 
ther  ?  But,  the  mother  upon  no  terms  would  endure  the 
fight  of  her  fon  ;  the  fon  on  all  occafions  expreffing  his  affec¬ 
tion  for  his  mother,  and  the  ftrong  defire  he  had  of  feeing 
her. 

O'. 
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,c  Being  thus  abandoned,  without  any  other  friend  but  his 
own  genius  to  fupport  him,  he  threw  himfelf  upon  the  barren 
and  unthriving  province  of  poetry. 

“  The  firft  poem  Mr.  Savage  publifhed  was,  whilft  he 
was  very  young,  concerning  the  Bangorian  Controverfy  :  al¬ 
though  there  were  fome  pretty  lines  in  it,  yet,  as  hiV judg¬ 
ment  ripened,  he  grew  himfelf  afhamed  of  this  piece^  and 
contributed  all  he  could  to  fupprefs  the  edition. 

“  His  next  performance  was  a  comedy,  wrote  at  the  a^e 
of  eighteen,  which  he  offered  to  the  managers  of  Lincoln  Vlnn* 
houfe,  but  they  not  entirely  approving  it,  he  could  not  get  it 
affed  imrnediatejy  j  but  not  long  after,  it  was  altered  by 
Mr.  Chriftopher  Buliodc,  and  brought  upon  the  ftage  as  his 
own,  _  under  the  title  of  Woman’s  a  Riddle,  "without 
any  manner  ol  benefit,  or  advantage  to  the  diftrefied  author. 
This  play  was  reprefented  with  fome  applaufe  in  the  year  1716. 
The  plot  is  taken  from  a  Spanifh  play,  called,  La  Dama 
Duende. 

“  Two  years  after  this  he  got  a  comedy  upon  the  Rage  in 
Drury-Lane,  called,  Love  in  a  Veil,  built  likewife  upon  a 
Spanifh  plot,  added  for  his  own  benefit  1  but,  it  being  very 
late  in  the  year,  either  May  or  June,  the  profits  of  it"hardfy 
anfwered  the  trouble  in  writing  and  getting  it  added.  It 
brought  him  acquainted  however,  with  fome  perfons  who 
were  good  friends  to  him  afterwards  ;  particularly  a  certain 
knight,  whofe  name  is  not  a  little  known  by  his  writings, 
and  Mr.  Wilks,  one  of  the  patentees  of  that  houfe.  The 
firft  was  fo  for  a  fhort  time,  but  the  latter  to  the  laid. — The 
other  gentleman  gave  him  a  conftant  allowance,  and  it  is 
faid,  he  propofed  his  natural  daughter  to  him  for  a  wife, 
with  a  thoufand  pounds  portion  :  but  fome  malicious  perfon 
had  framed  fuch  a  fdory  to  the  knight,  of  fcandalous  things 
faid  by  Mr.  Savage  againft  him  and  his  lady,  that  he  with¬ 
held  his  bounty  from  him,  and  was  not  eafiiy  prevailed  upon 
to  fee  him  afterwards. 

“  Now  he  was  again  entirely  to  feek  for  every  fupport  of 
life,  when,  by  the  aff  fiance  of  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Wilks, 
juft  mentioned,  he  obtained  fifty  pounds  from  a  lady,  whofe 
duty  it  feemed  to  have  been  to  take  fome  care  of  him. 

44  His  merit  recommended  him  to  that  ornament  of  Eng- 
iifh  poefy,  Aaron  Hill,  Lfq;  miferable  as  he  was  in  every 
other  part  of  his  life,  his  intimacy  and  friendship  with  this 

gentleman3  was  a  happinefs  he  has  been  much  envied 
fur. 
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6<‘  In  the  year  1724,  Mr.  Savage  wrote  his  tragedy  of  Sir 
Thomas  Overbury,  which  was  added  at  Dr  ury-Lane.  He 
performed  the  principal  part  himfelf  with  much  applaufe* 
In  an  advertifement  printed  before  it,  he  acknowledges  the 
obligation  he  had  to  his  beftand  deareft  friend,  Mr.  Aaron  Hill, 
for  his  many  jud;cious  corrections  in  it.  7  he  prologue  and 
epilogue  were  both  writ  by  that  gentleman. 

X7ie  next  year  he  was  perfuaded  by  his  friends  to  puhlifti 
his  poems  by  fubfcription  but  not  being  enough  to  make  a 
compleat  volume,  he  was  favoured  with  thofe  of  fevera! 
other  gentlemen,  among  which,  Mr.  Bill  had  the  Jargeft 
ilia  re. 

<c  He  writ  the- following  copy  of  verfes  at  a  time,  when 
I  know  not  which  was  moil  to  be  wondered  at,  that  he 
fhould  be  ferene  enough  for  poetry  under  the  extremity  of  ill 
fortune  ;  or  that  his  fubject  fhould  be  the  praife  of  her  to 
whom  he  owed  a  life  of  mifery. 

<e  Hopelefs,  abandon’d,  aimlefs  and  opprefi» 

Loft  to  delight,  and  every  way  diftreft, 

Crofs  his  cold  bed,  in  wild  diforder  thrown, 

Thusfigh’d  Alexis,  friendlefs  and  alone  : 

Why  do  I  breathe  ?  What  joy  can  Being  give. 

When  fhe  who  gave  me  life,  forgets  I  live  ? 

Feels  not  thefe  wintry  blafts,  nor  heeds  my  knar 
But  fhuts  me  from  the  Ihelter  of  her  heart  ! 

Saw  me  expos’d  to  want  !  to  (hame  !  to  fcorn  ! 

To  ills !  which  make  it  mifery  to  be  born  ! 

Caft  me,  regardlefs,  on  the  world’s  bleak  wild. 

And  bade  me  be  a  wretch,  while  yet  a  child  I 
Where  can  he  hope  for  pity,  peace,  or  reft, 

Who  moves  no  foftnefs  in  a  mother’s  breaft  ? 

Cuftom,  law,  reafon,  all  my  caufe  forfake. 

And  nature  ileeps,  to  keep  my  woes  awake. 

Crimes,  which  the  cruel  fcarce  believe  can  be, 

The  kind  are  guilty  of,  to  ruin  me  ! 

Even  fhe  who  bore  me,  blafts  me  with  her  hate, 

-And  meant  my  fortune,  makes  herfeif  my  fate  ! 

Yet  has  this  fweet  negledter  of  my  woes, 

The  fofteft,  tendereft  breaft  that  pity  knows  ! 

Her  eyes  filed  mercy,  wherefoe’er  they  fliine^j 
And  her  foul  melts  at  every  woe,  but  mine. 

Sure  then,  fome  fecret  fate,  for  guilt  unwiTda 
.  Some  fentence  pre-ordain’d  to  be  fuihl’d  ; 

Plung’d 
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f: 

Plung’d  me  thus  deep  in  forrovv’s  fearching  flood, 

And  wafh’d  me  from  the  memory  of  her  blood. 

But  O  !  whatever  caufe  has  mov’d  her  hate, 

Let  me  but  flgh  in  filence  at  my  fate. 

The  God  within,  perhaps,  may  touch  her  bread  ; 

And  when  (he  pities,  who  can  be  didrefs’d  ! 

c<  Thefe  verfes  were  published  in  The  Plain  Dealer, 
to  whom  Mr.  Savage  afterwards  wrote  a  letter  himfelf,  which 
was  printed  in  that  paper,  in  which  he  mentions  his  fub- 
fen pt ion,  and  begs  thofe  who  think  him,  or  his  defign  worth 
their  notice  or  encouragement,  to  fend  their  names,  and  the 
number  of  books  they!  fubferibe  for,  to  Button’s  coffee- 
houfe.  » 

“  The  dedication  of  this  book  was,  to  the  right  honourable 
the  lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague,  wherein  he  fays  thus  : 
Nature  feems  to  have  formed  my  mind  as  inconfidently  as 
fortune  has  my  conditions  :  Ore  has  given  me  a  heart  that 
is  as  proud  as  my  father’s  ;  to  a  rank  of  life,  almod  as  low  as 
the  humanity  of  my  mother  !  ' 

<c  He  had  alfo  wrote  a  long  preface  to  it,  giving  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  his  mother’s  unparallel’d  ill  treatment  of  him,  but 
Was  prevailed  on  to  cancel  it  and  about  that  time  he  had  a 
penfion  of  fifty  pounds  a  year  fettled  on  him.  I  will  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  whether  this  allowance  came  directly  from  her, 
or,  if  fo,  upon  what  motives  (he  was  induced  to  grant  it  him. 
But  this  was  the  fird  time  he  may  properly  be  Laid  to  have  en¬ 
joyed  any  certainty  in  life.  And  this  alas  !  of  how  (hort  a 
duration  is  it  like  to  be,  from  the  unhappy  affair  that  has 
brought  him  under  the  heavied  fentence  of  the  law  !  a  fen- 
tenCe,  which,  of  all  men  living,  he  was  thought  the  mod  un¬ 
likely  to  have  incurred. 

(i  The  laff  piece,  which  he  exhibited  to  the  world,  was 
a  poem  facred  to  the  memory  of  our  late  mod  gracious  fo- 
vereign. 

66  But  to  come  to  the  difmal  caufe  of  his  prefent  con¬ 
dition  :  having  for  fome  time  had  a  lodging  at  Richmond, 
in  Surry,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  and  the  conveniencies  of 
his  ftudy,  he  came  to  town  on  Monday  the  twentieth  day  of 
November  lad,  in  order  to  pay  off  another  he  had  in  Queen- 
ftreet,  Wedminftei^  thinking  the  expence  t»o  great  to  keep 
them  both  ;  and  falling  into  company  with  Mr.  Merchant, 
and  Mr.  Gregory,  they  all  went  together  to  a  coffee-houfe, 
near  his  old  lodging,  where  they  drank  till  pretty  late  in  the 
evening:  Mr.  Savage  would  willingly  have  got  a  bed  at  the 
*2  E  coffee- 
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coffee-houfe  for  that  night,  -but  there  not  being  a  conve- 
niency  for  himfelf  and  company  both,  they  went  away  from 
thence  with  a  refolution  to  waffe  time  as  well  as  they  could 
till  morning,  when  they  propofed  to  go  together  to  Richmond. 

In  their  walks,  feeing  a  light  in  Robinfon’s  coffee-houfe, 
they  thought  that  a  place  proper  to  entertain  them;  though  Mr, 
Savage  protefte'd  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  character  of 
the  houfe,  and  had  never  been  there  in  his  life  before.  Let  it 
fuffice,  in  this  place,  to  fay,  that  the  direful  confequence  of 
their  going  in  there,  was  an  infult  offered  by  Mr.  Merchant 
to  the  company  who  were  drinking  there,  a  mortal  wound 
given  to  Mr.  Sinclair,  of  which  he  languifhed.  till  the  next 
day,  and  then  died  ;  and  the  condemnation  of  Mr,  Savage 
and  Mr.  Gregory  for  the  faid  fa&  They  were  fecured  for  that 
night,  and  in  the  morning  carried  before  Nathaniel  Blackerby, 
Efq;  and  two  other  of  his  majefty’s  juftices  of  the  peace, 
and  by  them  committed  to  the  Gate-houfe  ;  but,  Mr.  Sin¬ 
clair  dying,  they  were  from  thence  removed  to  Newgate,  be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  one  o’clock  on  Tuefday  night, 

“  The  coroner’s  iiiqueff,  having  fat  upon  the  body,  did 
not  ffnifh  their  enquiry  at  their  firft  meeting,  but  adjourned 
till  the  Tuefday  following,  and  then  brought  in  their  verdidt 
manflaughter.” 


MARY  HENDRON,  MARGARET  PENDERGRASS, 
and  JOHN  W  HEELER,  for  dealing  an  Heirefs,  May, 
1728. 

T\/f AR}  HENDRON,  Margaret  Pendergra  fs, and  John 
vv  heeler,  were  indicted  on  the  ftatute  of  3  Hen.  VH. 
for  aiding  and  abetting  Richard  Ruflel,  in  forcibly  and  un¬ 
lawfully  marrying  and  defiling  Sybil  Morris  again  ft  her 
will,  file  being  a  maiden,  and  having  an  effate,  March  5, 
1727-8. 

Ann  Holliday,  fervant  to  Mrs.  Morris.  In  February  laft, 
the  priicner,  Mrs,  Hendron,  afked  me  to  bring  my  young 
miftrtfs  to  fee  her  ;  and  upon  her  importunity  1  took  Mils 
Morris  to  her  houfe,  and,  when  we  came  there,  Mrs.  Hen- 
drcn  preva  iledwiih  us  to  go  with  her  to  the  houfe  of  Mrs. 
Perdergrafs,  the  other  prifoner,  and  at  this  houfe  we  faw 
Richard  Ruflel.  But  nothing  extraordinary  happened  at  that 
time,  only  Mis.  Hendron  endeavoured  to  poffefs  us  with  a 
1  “  good 
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good  opinion  of  Ruffe!,  by  telling  us,  that  he  was  a  rich 
merchant  in  the  city,  and  traded  in  oils  and  filks,  and  other 
goods  to  a  great  value.  After  this  Hendron  perfuaded  us  to 
make  her  another  vifit  ;  but,  as  we  were  going  to  her  houfe, 
we  met  one  Peggy  Johnfon,  and  Kitty  Pendergrafs,  daughter 
to  Pendergrafs  the  prifoner,  and  they  told  us,  that  Mrs.  Hen¬ 
dron  was  not  at  home,  but  wanted  to  fee  us,  and  dcfired 
that  we  would  come  to  her  at  a  houfe  in  New-Round-Court, 
in  the  Strand.  Mifs  Morris  was  againH  going  thither,'  but 
fhe  and  1  were  pulled  along  by  Peggy  Johnfon,  and  Kitty 
Pendergrafs,  to  the  houfe  of  one  Morphew,  or  Murphev,  in 
Round-Court.  We  found  two  of  the  prifoners,  Hendron  and 
Pendergrafs,  Handing  at  the  door,  and  they  obliged  us  to  go 
in,  pulling  Mifs  Morris,  through  a  long  dark  entry,  into  a 
room  where  the  windows  were  fhut  up  with  fhutters ;  but 
there  were  candles  in  the  room,  and  a  great  deal  of  company. 
Mifs  Morris,  being  furprized,  would  have  turned  back  ;  but 
file  was  prevented  by  Hendron,  who  locked  the  door  upon  us; 
and,  upon  our  telling  her  we  would  cry  out,  (lie  Paid  it  would 
fignify  nothing,  for  nobody  could  hear  us.  Immediately 
Ruffel  came  up  to  Mifs  Morris,  and  demanded  her  chriHian 
name,  but  fhe  refufed  to  tell  him,  and  appeared  in  a  great 
fright.  There  was  prefent  a  perfon  in  the  habit  of  a  clergy¬ 
man.  He  came  up  to  them,  and,  Mifs  Morris  being  ready 
to  faint,  Hendron,  and  one  who  officiated  as  clerk,  held  her 
up  by  force,  while  the  parfon  repeated  the  ceremony.  Mifs 
Morris  made  no  anfwer  to  the  queHions  that  were  put  to  her, 
but  only  faid,  that  fhe  would  not  be  married  :  but  Hendron, 
and  Pendergrafs  faid,  that  fhe  did  anfwer,  and  that  fhe  came 
there  to  be  married,  and  was  only  faint-hearted  ;  though  all 
the  time  fhe  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  had  even  loft 
the  power  of  fpeech,  and  had  not  ftrength  to  fupport  her- 
felf  under  fuch  ufage.  However,  the  parfon  proceeded,  and 
went  through  the  ceremony  :  and  after  this,  Hendron,  an! 
others,  dragged  her  up  Hairs  into  a  bed-chamber,  the  window- 
fhutters  of  which  were  likewife  fhut  clofe.  Then  Kitty  Pen¬ 
dergrafs,  and  Peggy  Johnfon  pulled  off  her  cloaths  by  force, 
while  Hendron  held  her  hands  ;  and  then  they  forced  her  into 
bed,  and  Hendron  held  her  down  in  the  bed.  One  Mrs. 
Rigg  was  prefent  while  all  this  was  done.  Then  Hendron 
commanded  me  to  go  down  Hairs,  which  I  was  obliged  to  do, 
though  I  complained  it  was  a  fhame  they  fhould  ufe  my  young 
miftrefs  fo.  As  I  was  going  down,  I  met  Ruffel  upon  the 
Hairs  undreffed.  He  went  up  into  the  chamber  where  Mifs 
Morris  was  a  bed,  and  then  Hendron  left  them  together, 

E  2  and 
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and  locked  the  door  and  came  down.  After  this,  the  prifon- 
ers  and  the  reft  of  the  company  were  very  merry  together  for 
abo  t  half  an  hour;  when  RufTel  and  Mifs  Morris  came 
down  ftjirs.  They  invited  her  to  eat  fome  fupper  with  them, 
but  (he  refufed,  and  would  go  home;  and  RufTel  went  part 
of  the  way  with  us. 

Court.  What  did  Margaret  Pendergrafs  do  ? 

Ann  Holliday.  She  was  at  the  door  with  Mary  Hendron 
when  Mifs  Morris  was  dragged  through  the  dark  entry :  and 
fee  was  in  the  room  all  the  time  that  the  pretended  marriage 
was  performing,  and  confented  to,  and  commended  what  was 
done:  The  told  Mifs  Morris  that  fhe  muft  be  married  to  Ruf¬ 
fe!,  for  it  would  be  to  her  advantage.  She  came  up  ftairs  while 
her  daughter  Kitty  affifted  In  forcibly  undrefting  Mifs  Morris, 
and  ftaid  in  the  chamber  a  little  while,  and  then  went  down 
again  into  the  room  where  the  fupper  was. 

Hendron .  Did  not  you  take  the  meafure  of  Mifs  Morris’s 
finger,  in  order  to  have  a  ring  made  to  It  ?  And  did  not  you 
bring  that  meafure  to  my  houfe  t 

Ann  Holliday.  I  did  not  take  meafure  of  her  finger. 

Hendron .  1  can  prove  you  brought  a  meafure  to  my 

houfe. 

Ann  Holliday.  Indeed  I  did  carry  a  meafure  to  her,  as  the 
meafure  of  Mifs  Morris’s  finger ;  but  it  was  without  Mifs’s 
knowledge;  for  I  once  mentioned  inch  a  thing  to  her,  but 
£he  would  not  fuffer  it  I  was  betrayed  to  that  indiicretion  by 
Hendron,  who  bv  her  insinuations,  had  made  me  believe 
that  my  young  miftrefs’s  marriage  to  RufTel  would  be  to  her 
advantage. 

Court.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  other  prifoner,  John 
W heeler  ? 

Ann  Holliday.  I  faw  him  at  fupper  with  the  reft  of  the 
company  :  but  he  was  not  in  the  room  at  the  time  of  marri¬ 
age,  nor  did  he  appear  when  any  violence  was  adted  upon  my  • 
young  miftrefs. 

Sybil  Morris.  I  was  carried  to  the  houfe  in  Round-Court, 
as  the  laft  witnefs  has  {worn.  Hendron  was  the  principal 
per fon  concerned  in  the  management :  (lie  helped  to  hold  me 
up  in  the  time  of  the  ceremony.  r  I  did  not  anfwer  to  the 
matrimonial  queftions.  I  was  dragged  up  to  the  chamber, 
and  forced  to  ted  agaioft  my  will,  and  there  Richard  RufTel, 
taking  advantage  of  my  furprise  and  weaknefs,  had  the  carnal 
knowledge  of  me,  and  gave  me  the  foul  diftemper.  I  refifted 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  ftrength,  and  cried  out ;  but  he  flopped 
my  mouth*  and  held  me  down  in  the  bed,  and  overcame  me. 

.o,  -  ^  4  Margaret 
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Margaret  Pendergrafs  was  prefent  at  the  marriage,  and  affifted 
in  it,  and  confented  to  all  that  was  done.  She  was  a  little 
while  in  the  room  at  the  time  when  the  others  were  pulling 
off  my  cioaths  by  force.  But,  as  for  Wheeler,  1  do  not  re¬ 
member  that  I  faw  him  in  the  room  at  the  marriage,  or  in 
fhe  bed-chamber,  or  that  he  was  privy  to  any  of  the  vio*> 
lence. 

Mr.  rfllen.  I  officiated  as  clerk,  and  provided  the  parfon 
by  the  perfuafion  and  importunity  of  Wheeler,  who  had  been 
with  me  four  or  five  times  on  that  account,  before  I  would 
confent  to  have  any  thing  to  do  in  it.  He  told  me  it  was  to 
marry  a  gentleman  to  a  fervant  maid,  with  whom  he  was  fal¬ 
len  in  love.  At  lad,  when  I  had  agreed  to  it,  he  appointed 
me  to  bring  the  parfon,  and  meet  him  at  the  Seven-Stars,  in 
Crofs- Street,  Long-Acre.  The  parfon’s  name  was  Evans  ; 
be  was  one  of  your  Fleet  parfons.  We  met  accordingly, 
and  from  the  Seven-Stars,  went  to  the  houfe  of  one  Murphey, 
in  New-Round-Court  in  the  Strand,  where  we  found  Richard 
Rude],  and  his  accomplices.  When  we  came  to  perform  the 
ceremony  Mifs  Morris  trembled,  and  I  could  not  perceive 
that  (he  gave  any  confent,  but  on  the  contrary  refufed  it; 
upon  which  1  told  the  parfon  he  might  (hut  up  his  book,  for 
we  were  not  like  to  make  a  wedding  of  it.  But  fome  of  the 
company  faying  that  fhe  anfwered  to  the  quedions,  the  par¬ 
fon,  who  was  not  willing  to  lofe  a  job,  went  through  ditch 
with  the  form  of  matrimony.  Margaret  Pendergrafs  in  par¬ 
ticular  affirmed,  that  Mifs  Morris  fpoke,  and  that  (he  came 
thither  on  purpofe  to  be  married,  and  was  only  faint-hearted. 
But  for  my  part,  I  heard  her  fay,  plain  enough,  that  fhe 
would  not  be  married,  and  yet  for  all  that,  the  parfbn  would 
go  on  with  the  ceremony.  After  it  was  over  we  left  them. 

* Jonathan  Daniel.  I  live  at  the  Seven  Stars  in  Crofs-Street. 
The  parfon  and  clerk  and  Wheeler  came  to  my  houfe,  and 
went  up  flairs,  and  by  fome  pafiages  that  1  took  notice  of, 
I  thought  there  was  fome  roguery  going  forward.  They  went 
away  together,  and,  foon  after  they  were  gone,  Margaret 
Pendergrafs  came  and  enquired  for  fuch  people.  I  told  her 
they  had  been  there,  but  were  gone.  She  damped  with  her 
foot,  and  faid  fhe  had  rather  have  given  five  pounds  than  have 
been  difappointed. 

Mr.  Morris ,  father  to  Sybil  Morris.  My  daughter  has  an 
edate  in  Southampton-dreet,  Covent-Garden.  At  prefent  it 
is  2c  1.  a  year  clear  to  her,  but  will  be  worth  more.  It 
was  left  her  by  her  deceafed  uncle,  d  his  mock  marriage  was 
on  a  Tuefday,  and  on  the  Thurfday  following  a  gentleman, 

prr- 
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pretending  to  be  a  friend  to  Ruffel,  came  and  told  me,  that 
my  daughter  was  married.  I  was  lurprifed  at  the  news,  and 
went  immediately  to  my  daughter,  and  afked  her  about  it. 
ohe  told  me  that  £he  had  been  bafely  impofed  upon,  and  bar- 
baroufly  ufed,  but  through  fear  and  fhame  had  not  acquaint” 
cd  me  with  it.  She  is  a  young  girl  between  16  and  17  years 
of  age.  Ruffel  him/elf  came  to  roe  on  the  Saturday,  but  I 
would  not  have  any  conversation  with  him  j  and  fines  that 
time  he  has  abfeonded. 

The  gentleman  who  carried  the  .news  to  Mr.  Morris 
depofed,  That  he  was  fent  on  that  meffage  by  Margaret  Pen¬ 
dergrafs. 

As  it  did  not  appear  that  Wheeler  was  privy  to  any  force 
that  was  ufed  before,  at,  or  after  the  marriage  ceremony,  but 
only  that  he  was  employed  by  Pendergrafs  to  procure  a  parfon, 
in  which  he  might  poftibly  be  impofed  on  by  her,  the  jury  ac¬ 
quitted  him  ;  but  fqund  Mary  Hendron  agd  Margaret  Pen- 

dergrafs  guilty  of  the  indi&ment. 4  Death . 

... 

"The  Ordinary's  Account, 

Mary  Hendron  and  Margaret  Pendergrafs,  women  of  mid¬ 
dle  age,  had  huioands  and  children,  and,  being  conviffed  of 
the  fame  crime  of  aiding  and  abetting  Richard  RufTel,  in  for¬ 
cibly  and  unlawfully  marrying  and  defiling  Sibyl  Morris  a- 
gainft  her  will.  Both  of  them  owned  that  they  had  concurred 
in  advancing  that  marriage,  only  they  differed  from  the  witnef- 
fes  again  ft  them,  in  giving  account  of  the  mod  material,  and 
which  proved  the  moft  dangerous  circumftances  to  them  ;  al¬ 
ledging,  that  the  young  woman  was  no  way  forced,  but  ra- 
tiitr  much  more  nefirous  than  either  they  or  Ruffel  were,  to 
have  the  marriage  folemnized  :  and  that  however  unfortunate 
tne  event  had  been,  they  had  no  ill  intention,  and  were  igno¬ 
rant  or  the  ftridftiefs  of  the  law  in  fuch  cafes.  They  decla¬ 
red,  that  they  had  always  been  fober  induftrious  women,  and 
xnat,  excepting  this  misfortune,  they  had  never  done  any  thing 
that  was  criminal.  When  they  came  to  chapel  they  were  ve¬ 
ry  grave  and  modeft,  as  they  were  in  the  cell  when  1  vifited 
them  j  for  Mrs.  Pendergrafs  was  much  of  the  time  afHidfed 
with  fteknefs,  and  heard  prayers  with  attention.  They  faid, 
tney  died  penitent  for  their  fins,  believing  that  they  (hould  be 
laved  through  the  merits  of  Jefus ;  and  they  forgave  all  inju¬ 
ries  done  them,  as  they  expected  forgivenefs  of  God.  They 
were  oi  the  Ronilfh  communion. 
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At  the  Place  of  Execution. 

Mrs.  Pendergrafs  faid  fhe  forgave  all  the  world  ;  and  Mrs 
Hendron  refleded  on  Mifs  Morris,  on  account  fas  fhe  thought) 
of  the  feverity  of  the  profecution.  0 

.  .  *  *  / 

They  were  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  May  20, 


The  Reverend  THOMAS  WOOLSTON,  B.  D.  for 
Writing  and  Publifhing  four  Books  on  Our  Saviour’s  Mi- 
racks,  March,  1728  9. 


AT  the  court  of  KingVBench,  in  Guild-Hall,  on  Mon- 
-  -  day,  March  9,  1729,  Thomas  Wooifton,  B.  D.  was 
tr;ed  on  four  informations,  for  publifhing  four  books  on  the 
miracles  of  our  Saviour. 

On  the  firji  Information. 

The  jury  were  fworn  to  try  the  ilFue  between  the  kins  and 
Thomas  Wooifton,  defendant. 

The  council  for  the  king  opened,  That  Thomas  Wooifton, 
feme  time  fellow  of  Sidney-College  in  Cambridge,  had  writ¬ 
ten  a  wicked  and  blafphemous  book,  which  he  caufed  to  be 
printed  and  publifhed  on  the  firft  of  May  laft,  intitled,  A 
Difcourfe  on  the  Miracles  of  our  Saviour :  infinuating,  that 
the  miracles  of  Jefus  Chrift  might  be  done  by  the  power  of 
magic  ;  to  the  fcandal  of  our  holy  religion,  and  bringing  into 
contempt  the  life  and  do&rines  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  That 
the  defendant  was  once  efteemed  a  learned  gentleman,  and  a 
clergyman  ;  but,  thinking  his  learning  too  great  for  him  to  re¬ 
main  undiftinguifhed,  he  fell  into  a  crime  that  rendered  him 
juftly  liable  to  the  cenfure  of  all  good  chriftians  :  by  reprefent- 
ing  the  feripture  accounts  of  our  Saviour’s  miracles  as  fo  ma¬ 
ns  romances,  idle  tales  and  rhodomont  des  i  vile  abfurdities, 
n. coherences  and  contradictions,  inftead  of  being  evidences  of 
his  divinity,  iind  that  tho’  the  defendant  now  maintains  fuch 
blafphemous  notions,  he  once  entered  into  orders,  and  con- 
fequently  then  believed,  or  at  leaft  pretended  to  believe,  the 

ferip- 
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fcripture  narration  of  our  Lord’s  miracles,  as  they  are  be¬ 
lieved  by  ail  true  chriftians. 

Another  of  the  king’s  council  obferved,  that  this'  was  the 
mo  ft  biafphemous  book  that  ever  was  publiftied ;  a  book  in. 
which  our  Saviour  is  compared  to  an  impoftor,  a  wi&ard,  and 
a  conjurer ;  and  the  gofpel  turned  into  ridicule,  the  literal 
fenfe  of  it,  reprefented  as  an  idle  romance,  and  St.  Auftin 
quoted  as  encouraging  fuch  notions  :  the  author  affirming^ 
that  St.  Auftin  had  faid,  *  Such  works  as  Jefus  did,  might 
be  imputed  to,  and  effected  by  magic;  when  indeed  the  au¬ 
thor  has  miftranflated  the  quotation,  and,  it  may  be  prefilmed , 
wilfully,  and  with  a  defign  to  impofe  upon  the  ignorant ;  for 
he  being  a  man  of  learning,  muft  know,  that  he  varied  from 
the  fenfe  of  the  Latin,  which  he  has  placed  in  the  margin, 
and  in  which  St.  Auftin  does  not  fay,  The  works  of  Jefus 
might  have  been  performed  by  magic  ;  but  that  infidels  might 
fuggeft  fuch  a  thing. 

Mr.  Tujkin  depofed,  That  on  the  2d  of  May  laft,  he 
bought  this  book,  intitled,  A  Difcourfe  on  the  Miracles  of 
our  Saviour,  of  the  defendant,  at  his  houfe  in  the  Old- Jewry, 
and  gave  him  a  (hilling  for  it. 

The  council  for  the  defendant  faid,  That  as  to  the  defend- 
ant’s  publiftiing  the  book,  he  would  not  difpute  it,  but  he  could 
not  agree  that  it  was  done  with  a  biafphemous  defign,  and 
to  bring  our  religion  into  contempt,  but  to  put  it  upon  a 
better  footing,  by  (hewing  that  our  Saviour’s  miracles  were  ta 
be  cnderftood  in  an  allegorical  and  not  in  a  literal  fenfe. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  That  if  his  defign  had  been  fuch, 
he  would  not  have  turned  the  miracles  into  ridicule,  and  treat¬ 
ed  our  Saviour  in  fuch  a  ludicrous  manner;  but  would  have 
endeavoured  to  prove,  by  a  ferious  difcourfe  and  found  argu¬ 
ment,  that  they  were  not  to  be  underftood  in  a  literal  fenfe. 

The  council  for  the  defendant  replied,  7Tat  by  feveral  paf- 
fages  in  the  book  it  appeared,  that  the  author  had  no  fuch  de¬ 
fign  as  was  laid  to  his  charge  :  that  he  exprefsiy  declares, 
That  what  he  did  was  not  for  the  fervice  of  infidelity,  which 
had  no  place  in  his  heart,  but  for  the  honour  of  the  holy 
jefus.  That  he  believed  upon  good  authority,  the  authority 
of  the  fathers,  that  fome  of  the  miracles  of  our  Saviour  were 
only  related  as  prophetical  and  parabolical  narratives  of  what 
would  be  myfterioufly  and  more  wonderfully  done  by  him  f  ,■ 

*  Etfi  atteftabantur  miracula,  non  defuiffcnt  (ficut  &  nunc  muffitant)  qui: 
magicae  potemisc  cunfte  ilia  tribuerent.  Cost.  Fausft.  L,  XU,  C.  45. 
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and  he  concludes  his  firft  difcourfe  with  telling  the  reader. 
That  he  intends,  with  God’s  leave,  to  go  on  with  his  under¬ 
taking,  to  the  honour  of  the  holy  Jefus,  our  fpiritual  Mefliah, 
to  whom  he  aferihes  glory  and  praife  for  ever.  That  from 
thefe,  and  many  other  p  adages  of  the  like  import,  the  au¬ 
thor’s  aim  feemed  to  be,  as  was  faid  before,  to  fet  our  religion 
upon  a  better  footing,  by  explaining  fome  pafTages  of  thegof- 
pel  in  an  allegorical  fenfe,  in  order  to  lead  men  into  (what 
he  apprehends  to  be)  the  right  way  of  applying  the  ferip- 


tures. 

In  return  to  this,  it  was  urged,  that  what  he  had  written 
Was  too  plain  to  be  mifunderffood,  and  if  the  author  of  a 
treasonable  libel  fhould  write  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  God  Save 
the  king  !  it  would  not  excufe  him. 

Then  part  of  the  book  was  read,  beginning  with  his  ac¬ 
count  of  our  Saviour’s  driving  the  buyers  and  fellers  out  of  the 
temple  *. 

“  I  have  read,  fays  he,  in  fome  modern  author,  whofe 
name  does  not  occur  to  my  memory,  that  this  was,  in  his  0- 
pinion,  the  moft  ftupendous  miracle  that  Jefus  ever  wrought, 
and  in  truth  it  was  a  moft  aftoniftiing  one,  if  literally  true; 
and  jefus  muft  appear  more  than  a  man,  he  mu  ft  put  on  an 
awful  and  moft  majeftic  countenance  to  efFedf  it.  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  how  any  one,  in  the  form  of  a  man,  and  a  def- 
pifed  one  too  (and  we  don’t  read  that  jefus  changed  his  hu¬ 
man  fhape)  with  a  whip  in  his  hand,  could  execute  fuch  a 
work  upon  a  great  multitude  of  people,  who  were  none  of  his 
difeiples,  nor  had  any  regard  for  him.  Suppofing  he  could, 
by  his  divine  power,  infufe  a  panic  fear  into  the  people,  yet 
what  was  the  reafon  that  he  was  fo  eaten  up  with  zeal  againft 
the  profanation  of  that  houle,  which  he  himfelf  came  to  def- 
troy,  and  which  he  permitted,  I  may  fay  commanded,  to  be 
filthily  polluted  not  long  after.” 

The  defendant  then  brings  feveral  quotations  from  Origen, 
St.  Hillary,  St.  Ambrofe,  St.  Jerome,  St.  Auguftine,  Thcophi- 
ladl,  and  Erafmus,  in  order  to  prove  that  they  underftoed  this 
miracle  in  an  allegorical  fenfe, 

I  he  fecond  miracle  he  takes  notice  of  is,  that  of  calling 
the  devils  out  of  the  madman,  or  madmen,  and  permitting 
them  to  enter  into  the  herd  of  fwine,  which  thereupon  ran 
down  a  precipice,  and  were  all  choaked  in  the  fea*j. 

44  To  exorcife,  or  caft  devils  (fays  he)  out  of  the  poflefTed, 
without  confidering  the  nature  of  iuch  a  pofieffion,  or  ihq 

*  Difcourfe  I.  p.  n, 
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nature  and  power  of  the  devil,  we  will  allow  not  only  to  be  a 
kind  and  beneficent  a£t,  but  a  great  miracle.  But  then,  be 
the  miracle  as  great  as  can  be  imagined,  it  is  no  more  than 
what  falfe  teachers,  workers  of  iniquity,  and  even  fome  ar~ 
lifts  among  the  jews,  have  done  before  ;  confequently  fuch 
a  work  of  exorcifm  in  our  Saviour,  could  be  no  proof  of  his 
divine  authority  ;  and  if  there  was  no  more  to  be  faid  againft 
this  miracle,  this  is  enough  to  fet  it  aftde,  and  to  fpoil  the  ar¬ 
gument  of  Jefus’s  divine  power  from  it.  But  there  are  many 
circumftances  in  the  ftory,  literally  confidered,  that  would 
induce  us  to  cal!  the  whole  into  queftion.  How  came  thofe 
madmen  to  have  their  dwelling  among  the  tombs  of  a  burying- 
ground  ?  Where  was  the  humanity  of  the  people,  that  did 
not  take  care  of  them  in  pity  to  them,  as  well  as  for  the 
fafety  of  others  ?  Or  if  no  chains,  as  the  text  fays,  which  is 
hardly  credible,  could  hold  them,  it  was  poffible  furely,  as 
well  as  lawful,  to  difpatch  them,  rather  than  their  neighbours 
and  paftengers  mould  be  -in  danger  from  them.  Believe  then, 
this  part  of  the  ftory,  who  can.  But,  what  is  worfe,  it  is 
not  credible  there  was  any  herd  of  fwirie  in  that  country.  If 
any  hiftorian  but  the  evangelifts  had  faid  fo,  none  would  have 
believed  it.  The  Jews  are  forbidden  to  eat  Twine’s  ftefh, 
what  thenfhould  they  do  with  Twine?  perhaps  it  may  be  laid  the 
Gadarens  were  not  jews,  but  neighbouring  Gentiles,  with 
whom  it  was  lawful  to  eat  and  keep  fwine.  We  will  fuppofe 
fo,  but  then  it  is  unlikely,  that  our  Saviour  would  permit  the 
devils  to  enter  into  a  herd  of  them  to  their  deftrudtion. 
Where  was  the  goodnefs  and  juftice  in  fo  doing?” 

After  fome  other  remarks,  in  which  he  makes  very  familiar 
with  our  Saviour,  he  endeavours  to  prove  upon  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  fathers,  that  the  relation  of  this  miracle  is  not 
to  be  underftood  literally,  but  in  an  allegorical  and  myftical 
fenfe. 

The  third  charge  againft  him  in  this  information  was,  for 
his  abule  of  the  fcripture  hiftory  of  our  Saviour's  transfigu¬ 
ration  on  the  mount,  * 

And  this,  fays  he,  is  the  darkefl  and  blindeft  ftory  of 
the  whole  gofpel,  which  a  man  can  neither  make  head  nor 
foot  of :  and  1  queftion  whether  the  conceptions  of  any  two 
thinking  dodlors  do  agree  about  it.  To  fay  there  is  nothing 
in  the  letter  of  this  ftory,  we  believers  muft  not,  hecaufe  St. 
Peter  fays  he  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  Jefus’s  majefty,  few  his 
glory  on  the  mount,  and  heard  the  voice  out  of  the  cloud. 
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But  as  infidels  will  be  prying  into  the  conduct  of  Jefus’s  life, 
and  forming  their  exceptions  to  the  credibility,  or  pro¬ 
bability  of  this  or  that  part  of  it,  fome  chriftians  fhouid  be 
ready  at  an  anfwer  that  might  reafonably  fatisfy  them,  and 
not  forcibly  bear  down  their  oppofition,  which  will  make  no 
fincere  converts  of  them.  And  I  believe  they  would  eafijy 
diftiefs  us  with  difficulties  and  objections  to  the  letter  of  this 
ilory. 

“  St.  Augufline  himfelf  owns,  that  the  whole  of  it  might 
be  performed  by  magic  art :  and  we  know  in  thefe  our  days, 
that  fome  jugglers  are  {(range  artiffs  at  the  imitation  of  a 
voice,  and  to  make  it  as  if  it  came  from  a-far,  when  it  is  uttered 
dole  by  us  ;  and  can  call  themfelves  too  into  different  forms 
and  fhapes  without  a  miracle,  to  the  furprife  and  affonifhment 
of  the  fpedfators. ” 

In  this  ludicrous  manner  he  goes  on,  and  makes  himfelf 
merry  with  afking  queflions  about  the  manner  of  the  trans¬ 
figuration,  of  what  ufe  it  was,  and  what  difcourfe  palled  be¬ 
tween  our  Saviour,  and  Mofes  and  Elias  ;  and  then,  as  ufual, 
introduces  the  fathers  to  fupport-  his  own  ridiculous,  whim- 
fical  and  allegorical  fcheme. 

The  next  miracle  which,  as  he  fays,  he  will  take  to  talk,  is 
that  of  changing  water  into  wine  *.  And  this  he  treats  in  a 
more  extravagant  and  indecent  manner  than  any  of  the  for¬ 
mer.  The  liberties  he  takes  on  this  occafion  are  fuch  as  we 
don’t  chufe  to  repeat. 

This  was  the  laft  charge  in  the  firfl  information.  The 
court  having  fummed  up  the  whole  to  the  jury,  the/  found 
the  defendant  guilty  of  writing,  priming  and  pubiifhing  the 
raid  book. 

/ 

On  the  fecond  Inform m. 

The  jury  were  fworn  again  to  try  the  ifTue  between  the 
king  and  Thomas  Wool  (Ion,  for  writing,  printing  and  pub- 
lifhing  a  book,  intituled,  A  fecond  difiourfe  on  the  miracles 
of  our  faviour. 

A  witnefs  having  fworn  that  he  bought  this  fecond  book  of 
the  defendant,  part  of  the  book  was  read. 

The  author  fays,  that  the  miracles  of  healing  all  manner 
of  bodily  difeafes,  which  Jefus  was  juftly  famed  for,  were 
none  of  the  proper  ‘miracles  of  the  Meffiah,  nor  fo  much  as 
a  good  proof  of  his  divine  authority  to  found  a  religion.  That 

*  Difcourfe  I,  p,  50. 
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many  of  them  literally,,  as  recorded  by  the  evangelifls,  im¬ 
ply  abfurdities,  improbabilities,  and  incredibilities,  and  confe- 
quently,  either  in  whole,  or  in  part,  were  never  wrote  as 
they  are  commonly  believed  now  a-days,  but  are  only  related 
as  prophetical  and  parabolical  narratives  of  what  would  be 
myftenoufly  and  more  wonderfully  done  by  him.' 

He  fays,  that  Jefus  is  fuppofed  often  miraculoufly  to  curs 
lamenefs  ;  but  there  is  no  account  of  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  lamenefs  he  cured  ;  nor  are  we  certain  whether  the 
(kill  of  a  furgeon,  or  nature  itfelf,  could  not  have  done  the 
work  without  his  help.  That  if  the  evangelifts  had  told  us  of 
men  that  wanted  one  or  both  their  legs,  (and  fuch  miferable 
objedls  of  Ch rift’s  power  and  compaffion,  were  undoubtedly 
in  thole  days  as  well  as  in  ours)  and  jefus  had  commanded 
nature  to  extend  itfelf  to  the  entire  reparation  of  fuch  de¬ 
feats,  thofe  would  have  been  ftupendous  miracles  indeed, 
which  infidelity  itfelf  could  not  have  cavilled  at,  nor  would 
the  fathers  have  known  how  to  have  allegorized  or  made  para¬ 
bles  of  them. 

The  miracle,  he  ftrft  treats  of  here,  is  that  of  healing 
the  woman  who  had  been  twelve  years  difeafed  with  an  iflue  of 
blood. 

He  feems  angry  with  the  evangelifts  for  not  telling  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  diftemper,  and  fays  it  might  he  only  a  little  bleed¬ 
ing  at  the  nofe,  or,  &c.  He  infmuates  that  fh e  was  not  fo 
bad  as  fhe  pretended  to  be,  for  fhe  preffed  through  the  crowd  j 
and  that  the  curing  her,  by  flopping  the  effufion  of  blood, 
might  llaften  her  death.  He  brings  in  a  vile  comparifon  of 
Moore  the  apothecary,  and  will  have  it  that  the  woman  was 
cured  by  conceit,  on  touching  the  hem  of  Chrift’s  garment. 
And  from  our  Saviour’s  words,  That  virtue  was  gone  from 
him,  draws  a  prophane  inference,  That  Jefus’s  virtue  hung 
very  loofely  on  him. 

The  miracle,  of  healing  the  woman  who  had  an  infirmity 
eighteen  years,  he  treats  in  the  fame  ludicrous  manner.  He 
calls  her  a  drooping,  vapourifh  Woman,  full  of  fancies  of  the 
devil’s  temptation  over  her  ;  but  that,  when  our  Saviour  had 
laid  his  hands  on  her,  file  might  be  of  a  more  cheerful  heart, 
and  freed  from  the  whimfical  imagination  of  being  fatari- 
ridden,  ;  f  ‘ 

The  next  he  comes  to  is.  The  woman  of  Samaria,  which 
he  fajs  is  a  broken  abfurd  tale. ;  That  the  Samaritans  expedfed 
our  Saviour  would  be  a  fortune-teller,  and  wonders  the  gyp- 
fies,  from  this  ftory,  do  not  account  themfelves  the  difciplesof 
jefus.  He  adds,  that  the  men  had  but  little  wit,  or  they 

had 
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had  never  ftirred  from  their  homes  to  fee  fuch  a  fortune-teller 
upon  the  report  of  a  poor  whore. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  publishing  the  fecond 
book.  '  ? 

Third  Information . 

The  jury  were  fworn  again,  and  a  third  information  was 
pleaded  againft  Thomas  Woolfton,  for  writing,  printing  and 
publifhing,  a  third  book,  intituled,  A  third  difcourfe  on  the 
miracles  of  our  Saviour. 

*  5  »  *  .  • 

What  he  hrfl:  attacks  in  this  performance  is,  Our  Saviour’s 
curfmg  the  fig-tree. 

To  look  upon  this  miracle  according  to  the  letter,  he  fays, 
it  appears  to  be  fuch  a  foolifh  and  abfurd,  if  not  a  malicious 
and  ill-natured  aft,  that  he  queftions  whether  the  folly  and 
abfurdity  of  it  can  be  equalled  in  any  inffance  of  the  life  of  a 
reputed  wife  man.  For  he  tells  us,  that  Jefus,  it  feems,  was 
hungry,  and  being  difappointed  of  figs,  to  the  fatisfaXion  of 
his  appetite,  curfed  the  fig-tree,  which,  he  adds,  was  as 
foolilhly  and  as  paffionately  done,  as  for  another  man  to  throw 
the  chairs  and  ftools  about  the  houfe,  becaufe  his  dinner  is  not 
ready  at  a  critical  time,  or  before  it  could  be  got  ready  for 
him. 

He  defires  to  know  where  was  Judas,  the  fteward  and  ca¬ 
terer,  with  his  bag  of  viXuals  as  well  as  money  ;  and  fays, 
it  was  poor  forecafi:  and  management  among  them,  or  Jefus 
had  never  trufted  to  the  uncertain  fruits  of  a  fig-tree,  which  he 
efpied  at  a  diftance,  for  his  breakfaft. 

After  thefe,  and  fome  other  no  lefs  ofFenfive  refleXions  on 
the  literal  fenfe  of  the  hiftory,  the  author,  by  way  of  falvo, 
turns  the  whole  into  an  allegory,  and  pretends  a  great  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  myftical  meaning.  But  the  council  for  the  king 
ribferved,  he  could  have  no  good  in  his  heart,  who  could  let 
fuch  expreflions  come  from  under  his  hand. 

The  next  miracle  he  ridicules  is  that  of  healing  a  man  of  an 
infirmity  of  thirty-eight  years  duration,  at  the  pool  of  Bethefda, 
where  a  great  number  of  blind,  lame,  and  impotent,  lay 
waiting  for  the  defcent  of  an  angel,  who,  by  troubling  the 
waters,  gave  them  fuch  a  fanative  virtue,  as  to  cure  the  firft 
diftempered  perfon  who  ftepped  in. 

This  whole  ftory,  he  fays,  is  a  camel  of  a  monflrous 
fize,  for  abfurdities,  improbabilities,  and  incredibilities,  which 
our  divines,  and  their  implicit  followers  have  fwallowed  with¬ 
out 
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out  clearing,  while  they  have  been  draining  at  gnats  in  theo¬ 
logy,  and  hefitating  at  frivolous  and  indifferent  things  of  the 
church  of  iso  conference.  He  tells  you,  that  the  maids  in¬ 
firmity  was  more  lazinefs  than  lamenefs,  and  that  Jefus  only 
fhamed  him  out  of  his  pretended  illnefs,  by  bidding  him  take 
up  his  flool  and  walk  off,  and  not  lie  any  longer  like  a  lazy 
diffembler,  among  the  difeafed,  who  were  real  ohjedis  of 
companion.  After  this,  he  fays,  that  the  angel’s  defcent 
into  the  pool  might  be  to  wafh  himfelf,  and  clear  off  fome 
bodily  defilement  or  heat,  contracted  in  the  celeftial  re¬ 
gions. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  publifhing  this  book  like- 
wife. 

Fourth  Information, 

The  jury  were  fworn  a  fourth  time  :  and  a  fourth  in- 
formation  was  pleaded  againft  him,  for  writing,  printing, 
and  publifhing,  A  fourth  difcourfe.  on  our  Saviour’s  mi¬ 
racles. 

He  begins  with  our  Saviour’s  giving  fight  to  the  man  who 
was  bora  blind.  And  this,  he  would  perfuade  us,  was  done 
with  eye-faive,  made  of  clay  and  fpittle.  He  fays,  that  fome- 
times  we  hear  of  famous  chance  doctors,  who,  by  a  gift  of 
God,  nature,  or  fortune,  without  any  (kill  in  the  ftrucfure 
of  the  eyes,  have  been  fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  diftempers  in¬ 
cident  to  them. 

He  tells  you,  for  inftance,  that  Sir  William  Read  was  no 
fcholar,  and  yet  he  cured  his  thoufands  of  fore  and  blind  eyes, 
to  the  aftonifhment  of  profeffed  pbyficians  and  furgeons  ; 
and  he  queftions  whether  Sir  William  or  jefus  cured  the  greater 
number  5  but  adds,  that  they  both  met  with  fome  that  were 
out  of  their  power. 

He  then  falls  again  upon  the  marriage  at  Cana  in  Galilee, 
and  diverts  himfelf  in  an  unaccountable  manner,  with  the  mi¬ 
racle  of  turning  water  into  wine  when  the  guefls  had  well 
drank. 

And  yet,  which  is  very  furprifmg,  after  all  this,  he  fets  up 
for  a  good  chiiftian,  and  a  true  believer  in  Jefus,  though  in  a 
planner  different  from  what  others  believe. 

The  jury  likewife  found  him  guilty  of  publifhing  this 
book. 

The  judgment  againft  him  was.  That  he  fhould  pay  a 
fine  of  100  L  fuffer  a  year’s  inyprifonment,  and  give  fecu- 
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rity  for  his  good  behaviour  during  life  ;  himfelf  in  a  recog¬ 
nizance  of  2000I.  and  two  fureties  in  ioool.  each,  or  four  in 
500I.  each. 

He  wrote  two  more  difcourfes  on  the  miracles  of  our  Savi¬ 
our,  the  la  ft  of  which  was  on  his  refurredfio-  . 

To  thefe  difcourfes  there  were  feveral  anfwers,  feme  to  par¬ 
ticular  parts,  and  fome  to  the  whole.  Of  the  latter,  that  writ 
by  Mr.  Solomon  Lowe  is  the  heft  I  have  met  with  :  ? tis  con- 
cife,  clear,  and  to  the  purpofe.  Of  the  former,  a  pamphlet 
in  titled,  1  he  Trial  of  the  WitnefTes  of  the  Refurre£tion  of 
Jefus,  is  a  very  elegant  and  entertaining  piece,  writ  with  a 
great  deal  of  fpirit  correGnefs,  energy,  and  good  humour, 
withoat  the  leaft  degree  of  that  feurrility,  fo  common  in  reli¬ 
gious  difputes. 


JAMES  CLOUGEI,  for  Murder,  April,  1729. 

TAMES  CLOUGH,  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  was  In- 
didfed  for  the  murder  of  Mary  Green,  by  giving  her  with 
a  knife,  one  mortal  wound  in  the  right  thigh,  of  the  length 
of  one  inch,  and  depth  of  five  inches,  April  u,  of  which 
wound  fhe  inftantly  died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indiGed  on  the  ftatute  of  Rabbins:. 

And  a  third  time  on  the  coroner’s  inquifttion  for  the  faid 
murder. 

Diana  Paine .  I  keep  the  Green-Lattice,  in  Holborn. 
The  prifoner  and  deceafed  were  both  my  fervants.  Abou£ 
ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  accident,  as  I 
was  ftanding  at  the  door,  the  prifoner  went  out  with  a  pot  of 
beer.  Then,  leaving  the  door,  I  walked  about  the  tap-houfe 
with  the  child  in  my  arms :  I  faw  the  deceafed  go  down  the 
cellar  ftairs,  and  come  up  again  presently  with  two  pints  of 
beer,  one  was  for  a  cuftomer,  and  the  other  being  for  herfelf, 
fhe  carried  it  into  a  box,  where  fhe  was  at  dinner.  This  was 
about  four  or  five  minutes  before  the  accident.  The  prifoner, 
being  come  back,  went  into  the  room  where  the  deceafed  was, 
and,  in  about  four  minutes,  he  called  to  me,  and  faid,  Ma¬ 
dam,  pray  come  her  u  I  went  to  the  door  of  the  box,  where 
1  (aw  the  deceafed  fitting  on  her  back-fide  on  the  door,  the 
prifoner  holding  her  up  by  the  (boulders,  and  the  blood  run¬ 
ning  from  her  in  a  large  quantity.  James,  fays  f,  what  have 
you  done?  he  anfwered.  Nothing,  madam.  Did  you  fee 

her 
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her  do  any  thing  to  herfeif?  fays  L  No,  fays  he,  hut  I  faw 
her  in  the  cellar  with  a  knife  in  her  hand.  The  deceafed 
leemed  to  be  dead,  for  fhe  neither  .fpoke  nor  moved.  I  was 
frighted  and  called  my  hufband,  arid  then  ran  for  an  apo¬ 
thecary. 

'John  Paine .  The  prifoner  had  been  my  fervant  about  two 
years,  and  was  always  very  juft  and  honeft.  He  carried  out  a 
pot  of  drink,  and  the  deceafed  went  down  and  drew  two 
pints,  as  my  wife  has  fworn.  When  the  prifoner  went  into 
the  room  or  box  where  the  deceafed  was,  he  threw  the  door 
with  an  uncommon  violence,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  called 
my  wife.  She  went,  and  called  me.  I  went  in.  The  de¬ 
ceafed  was  then  fitting  on  the  ground,  fupported  by  the  prifoner. 
The  box  they  were  in  was  inclofed,  but  not  quite  up  to  the 
celling,  I  believe  it  might  want  about  three  feet,  i  was  very 
near  to  this  box,  when  the  deceafed  and  the  prifoner  were  in 
it,  a  little  before  my  wife  was  called,  but  I  heard  no  noife, 
not  fo  much  as  a  word.  When  the  deceafed  came  out  of  the 
cellar,  I  did  not  fee  that  (he  had  any  knife  in  her  hand.  Ano¬ 
ther  thing  I  obferved  was,  about  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning 
of  the  fame  day,  a  man,  who,  as  I  was  told,  had  been  the 
deceafed ?s  fweet-heart,  came  in,  fat  down,  called  for  a  pint 
of  beer,  and  ftnoaked  his  pipe.  The  deceafed  was  then  waffl¬ 
ing  fome  rooms  above,  and,  coming  down  flairs,  fhe  fat  down 
and  drank  with  this  man,  and  then  trundled  her  mop,  and 
went  up  ftaits  again.  She  came  down  a  fecond  time,  fat  a 
little,  and  drank  with  him  as  before.  I  believe  the  man  kif- 
ed  her,  or  whifpered  with  her,  I  cannot  fay  which,  but  I  faw 
their  heads  clofe  together,  for  they  fat  diredtly  againft  the  bar, 
and  I  obferved  an  alteration  in  the  prifoner’s  countenance,  and 
he  appeared  to  be  ruffled  :  though  I  know  nothing  of  any 
courtfhip  between  him  and  the  deceafed. 

Mr.  Saunders,  I  dined  that  day  at  Mr.  Paine’s  houfe,  the 
prifoner  drew  me  a  pint  of  beer,  and  the  deceafed  fpoke  for  a 
tankard  to  be  carried  out.  The  prifoner  went  with  it,  and, 
while  he  was  gone,  two  men  came  in,  and  the  deceafed  went 
down  and  drew  two  pints  of  drink,  one  fhe  gave  to  the  men, 
the  other  fhe  carried  into  the  box  where  fhe  was  at  dinner.  I 
faw  no  knife  in  her  band  when  fhe  came  up  with  the  drink. 
Soon  after  the  prifoner  came  in,  land  went  into  the  box 
where  (lie  was  *,  and,  in  three  minutes,  or  thereabouts,  he 
called  out,  and  faid,  madam,  pray  come  hither,  and  fee  what 
is  done.  Mrs.  Paine  went,  and  prefen tly  called  her  hufband* 
and  faid,  there  was  murder  committed.  Mr.  Paine  and  I 
went  and  found  the  deceafed  and  prifoner  in  the  pofture  al¬ 
ready 
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ready  defcribed.  Mr.  Paine  called  the  prifoner  villain,  and 
faid  he  believed  he  had  done  it,  and  he  fhould  give  an  account 
of  it  before  he  was  cleared.  The  prifoner  faid,  he  was  as  in¬ 
nocent  as  the  child  at  his  miftrefs’s  breaft.  Mr.  Paine  afked 
him  how  it  happened  ?  He  anfwered,  I  cannot  tell,  but,  when 
fhe  went  down  to  draw  the  two  pints  of  drink,  fhe  carried  a 
knife  into  the  cellar  ;  and  v/hen  I  went  into  the  box  to  her, 
fbe  was  leaning  upon  the  table,  and  faid  to  me,  James,  I  am 
a  dead  woman  !  and,  feeing  a  great  deal  of  blood  upon  the 
ground,  I  afked  her  how  it  came  ?  fhe  made  me  no  anfwer, 
but  tumbled  out  of  the  chair.  When  the  prifoner  had  given 
us  this  account,  a  candle  was  lighted,  Mr.  Paine  went  down 
into  the  cellar,  and  I  myfelf  went  down  fome  flairs,  but  could 
not  fee  one  drop  of  blood.  I  don’t  know  how  the  prifoner 
fhould  know,  that  fhe  had  a  knife  in  her  hand  when  fhe  went 
down,  for  he  was  not  then  in  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Cox,  a  furgeon.  I  was  fent  for  about  two  o’clock.  I 
went  immediately,  and  found  the  deceafed  lying  up6n  her 
back,  and  there  was  a  vaft  effufioo  of  blood.  Her  lips  chan¬ 
ged  asToon  as  I  came  in.  The  wound  was  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  tjfigh,  and  had  opened  the  femoral  artery.  Looking 
on  the  table,  among  other  knives,  I  found  this  knife  abouc 
four  feet  from  where  the  deceafed  was  fitting.  It  had  a  little 
blood  upon  it,  and  I  compared  it  not  only  with  the  wound  in 
her  thigh,  but  with  the  cuts  in  her  cloaths,  and  it  anfwered 
exadlly  to  them  all.  It  was  a  broad-pointed  knife,  and  yet 
it  had  gone  through  an  apron,  a  quilted  coat,  a  fluff  petticoat j 
a  ftrono;  coarfe  Shift,  and  afterwards  penetrated  five  inches 
into  her  thigh,  and  went  obliquely  upw  rds.  This  mull  re¬ 
quire  a  violent  force,  aqd  in  the  pofture  the  deceafed  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  in,  I  think  fhe  could  fcarce  be  able  to  do  it  her- 
felf,  nor  that  fhe  could  afterwards  lay  the  knife  where  I  found 
it:  for  fuch  a  wound  in  that  part  is  immediately  mortal  j  a 
perfon  cannot  live  above  two  or  three  minutes  after  it.  I 
obferved  fome  marks  under  her  chin,  her  left  ear,  and  about  her 
elbows,  which  Teemed  to  have  been  occafioned  by  fome  con¬ 
finement  or  violence,  fo  as  to  make  the  blood  Stagnate  and 
prevent  its  circulation. 

Mrs.  Groves .  I  ufed  to  wafh  for  Mrs.  Paine.  About  fift 
weeks  before  the  accident  the  deceafed  complained  of  the  pri- 
foner’s  beating  her,  and  that  fhe  could  not  bear  it.  She  {hew- 
ed  me  her  head,  and  there  was  a  bump  upon  it  as  big  as  an 
egg.  I  got  fome  rum  and  bathed  it.  She  told  me  too,  that 
he  had  thrown  a  candleflick  at  her,  but  it  did  not  hit  her.  .1 
have  heard  them  quarrel  Several  times,  and  once  1  remember 
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fhe  faid  to  him.  If  you  do  me  a  mifchief,  I  have  thofe  that 
will  fee  you  hanged,  though  I  don’t  live  to  fee  it  myfelf. 

Mr.  Baldwin  .  I  was  at  Mr.  Paine’s  about  nine  o’clock, 
and,  feme  words  paffing  betwixt  the  prifoner  and  the  deceafed, 
he  faid,  She  k  nows  what’s  what.  To  which,  as  fhe  was  go¬ 
ing  up  flairs,  fhe  anfwered,  I  never  had  a  baftard.  In  a  little 
time  flue  came  down,  and  wanted  tea  and  fugar  for  her 
miflrefs,  and,  Mr.  Paine  not  being  at  home,  fhe  faid,  he  was 
always  out  of  the  way,  when  he  was  moil  wanted :  upon 
which  the  prifoner  flruck  her  on  the  backfide  with  the  poker, 
and  faid.  Ye  faucy  flut,  mu  ft  my  mafter  give  you  an  account? 
I  thought  he  looked  malicioufly,  and  that  he  was  an  ill-na¬ 
tured  fellow.  The  deceafed  pufhed  him  on  the  fhoulder,  and 
faid,  What  did  you  ftrike  me  for? 

Ann  Duncarton.  About  (even  weeks  ago  I  faw  the  pri¬ 
foner  beat  the  deceafed  in  the  kitchen,  and  fhe  faid  to  me. 
Will  my  miftrefs  fufFer  this  ?  I  afked  her  why  he  beat  her  ? 
fhe  anfwered,  becaufe  I  took  fome  flicks  to  light  my  fire, 
which  he  had  laid  by  to  light  his. 

Elizabeth  Green ,  the  deceafed’s  mother.  On  Eafter-Tuef- 
day,  my  daughter,  the  deceafed,  came  to  fee  me,  and  faid. 
Mother,  I  have  been  wild,  and  have  not  kept  my  places ;  but 
now  I  am  ufed  fo  barbaroufly  by  my  feliow-fervant,  that  I 
cannot  bear  it.  I  told  her  (lie  fhould  not,  for  I  would  go  and 
give  her  miftrefs  warning  :  but  fhe  faid  file  was  willing  to 
hold  it  as  long  as  fhe  could,  becaufe  fhe  was  bare  of  cloaths, 
and  I  not  able  to  get  her  any. 

The  Prifoner  s  Defence. 

Prifoner »  Though  we  had  fometirnes  had  high  words,  we 
never  had  any  blows.  And  that  day,  as  the  misfortune  hap¬ 
pened,  we  were  very  loving  together,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  touched  her  with  the  poker.  As  to  the  man  that  came  and 
drank  with  her  in  the  morning,  I  only  defired  him  not  to  give 
her  more  than  would  do  her  good.  At  dinner-time,  before  I 
had  made  an  end  of  my  dinner,  I  was  called  out  to  draw  drink  ; 
and  the  deceafed  went  likewife  to  draw  two  pints.  She  had 
a  knife  in  her  hand.  I  afked  her  what  fhe  did  with  it  ?  and 
fhe  anfwered,  what  is  that  to  you,  James :  after  I  came  back 
from  carrying  out  the  beer,  I  went  again  into  the  box  to  make 
an  end  of  my  dinner.  I  found  her  then  fitting,  leaning  with 
her  head  upon  the  table,  and  fhe  faid  to  me,  James,  I 
am  a  dead  woman.  Dear  Mary,  fays  I,  what  is  the  matter 
with  you  ?  and  immediately,  without  making  me  any  anfwer, 
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(he  fell  down  dead,  and,  when  I  called  my  miftrefs,  I  had 
not  been  in  the  box  a  minute. 

Then  the  prifoner  called  feveral  witnefies  to  prove,  that  he 
did  not  any  ways  feem  to  be  out  of  temper  that  day. 

The  jury  acquitted  him. 

But  before  the  feffions  was  ended,  an  appeal  was  brought 
againft  hi  n  by  William  Green,  in  his  proper  perfon,  as  bro¬ 
ther  and  heir  at  law  to  the  deceafed  Mary  Green,  fpinfter, 
for  the  murder  of  the  faid  Mary  Green.  And  thereupon  the 
prifoner  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  charged  and  arraigned 
by  Mr.  Haywood,  the  council  for  the  appellant,  in  the  anci¬ 
ent  French  law-latin,  and  afterwards  the  faid  appeal  was  read 
to  the  prifoner  in  Englifh,  and  he  v/as  afked  to  plead  thereto  ; 
but  defiring  leave  till  next  feffions  to  deliver  his  plea,  the  court 
ordered  him  to  remain  accordingly. 

At  the  fellions  in  May,  1729,  William  Green  having  lodged 
an  appeal  againft  James  Clough,  appeared,  and  moved  the 
court  that  the  trial  might  be  brought  on  this  fellions:  but,  as 
he  had  not  taken  care  to  bring  a' Venire  Facias  in  time,  it 
could  not  be  done  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  law,  and 
the  trial  was  therefore  deferred  till  the  next  feffions. 

James  Clough,  on  an  Appeal  for  Murder ,  July ,  1729. 

James  Clough,  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  was  tried  on  an 
appeal  lodged  againft  him  in  April  feffions,  after  he  was  ac¬ 
quitted  of  the  murder  of  Mary  Green,  by  William  Green, 
heir  and  brother  of  the  faid  Mary. 

The  council  for  the  appellant  having  opened  the  charge 
againft  the  prifoner,  called  the  following  witneftes  to  fupport 
it. 

Diana  Paine .  The  prifoner  and  the  deceafed  were  both 
fervants  to  my  hufband.  On  the  nth  of  April  laft,  about 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  I  was  ftanding  at  the  door, 
the  prifoner  came  by  me  with  a  pot  of  drink,  and  carried  it  to 
the  next  door.  He  and  the  deceafed  had  been  at  dinner  toge¬ 
ther  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before,  and  the  fa£l  was  com¬ 
mitted  about  ten  minutes  after  he  went  out  with  the  drink. 
While  he  was  gone,  I  walked  about  the  tap-houfe  with  my 
child  in  my  arms,  and  two  men  came  in  to  drink:  the  de¬ 
ceafed  went  down  into  the  cellar  to  draw  them  a  pint.  She 
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brought  up  one  pint  for  them,  and  another  for  herfeif,  and  fhe 
c  iri  ied  this  into  the  room  where  (lie  dined. 

Council.  Had  fhe  any  knife  in  her  hand,  when  fhe  came 
on  with  the  drink  ? 

Mrs.  Paine ,  None  that  I  faw.  The  prifoner  then  came 
in,  and  went  direHly  into  the  room  where  fhe  was,  and  in 
four  minutes  he  called  out,  Pray  madam,  come  hither  !  I 
went  immediately  to  the  door  of  the  box,  which  being  open, 

I  faw  the  dcceafed  fitting  on  her  backfde  on  the  floor,  and 
the  prifoner  holding  her  up  by  the  fhoulder.  The  blood  was 
running  from  her  in  great  quantity  ;  Lord,  James  !  fays  I  to 
him,  What  have  you  done?  he  anfwered,  Nothing,  madam. 
Did  you  fee  her  do  any  thing  to  herfeif?  fays  1.  No,  fays 
he,  but  I  faw  her  have  a  knife  in  her  hand  in  the  cellar.  The 
deceafed  feemed  to  be  dead,  for  fhe  neither  fpoke  nor  moved, 
and  1  being  very  much  frighted,  called  my  hufband,  and  then 
ran  for  an  apothecary. 

Prifoner  s  Council,  What  fort  of  a  box  was  it  they  were 
m,  and  how  far  was  it  from  you  when  the  prifoner  called* 
to  you  ? 

Mrs.  Paine.  It  was  open  about  a  yard  and  a  half  from  the 
ceiling,  and  not  far  from  the  bar. 

Council.  If  there  had  been  any  noife,  could  not  you  have 
heard  it  ? 

Mrs.  Paine .  I  muft  have  heard  it,  if  there  had  been  any, 
for  I  was  walking  about  near  the  box,  and  the  houfe  was  very 
flill,  but.  heard  no  noife  at  all. 

Council.  What  temper  was  the  deceafed  in  that  morning? 

Mrs.  Paine.  She  was  very  chearful. 

John  Paine,  About  eight  or  nine  o’clock  that  morning, 
a  man  came  to  my  houfe,  who  ufed  to  come  to  fee  the  girl, 
(the  deceafed)  and  he  fat  down  at  a  table  near  the  bar,  and 
called  for  a  pint  of  beer.  The  deceafed  having  been  wafhing 
the  rooms  above,  came  down,  and  he  afked  her  how  fhe  did? 
She  fat  down  with  him,  and  he  invited  her  to  drink.  She 
trundled  her  mop,  and  went  up  flairs,  and,  when  fhe  came 
down,  file  fat  with  him  again.  He  leaned  over  the  table,  and 
either  kifled  her,  or  whifpered  to  her.  The  prifoner  did  not 
ieem  to  like  it,  but  looked  to  be  a  little  ruffled  ;  and  though 
the  table  had  been  wafned  but  juft  before,  he  took  a  difh-clout 
and  tell  to  wiping  it,  without  any  occaflon  that  I  could  fee. 
Atte^r  this,  I  and  my  wife  having  dined,  Mr.  Saunders  came 
in;  r  afked  him,  if  he  had  dined  ?  he  faid,  No.  Upon  which 
i  offered  him  a  piece  of  mutton  pafty,  which  had  been  fet  by 
jig  the  bar,  and  he  accepted  of  it.  The  deceafed  drew  two 
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pints  of  beer,  one  for  a  cuftomer,  and  one  for  her  own  dinner 
which  foe  carried  into  the  box.  The  prifoner  was  then  gone 
to  carry  out  fome  drink,  but,  prefcntly  coming  in  again  he 
went  to  the  box  where  fhe  was,  and  threw  the  door°with  an 
uncommon  violence.  I  was  then  fitting  by  Mr.  Saunders  an,! 
in  four  minutes  the  prifoner  called  to  “my  wife.  She  went 
and  called  me.  1  ran  immediately,  and  law  the  deceafcd  lyl 
ing  on  the  floor,  in  the  manner  my  wife  has  (worn.  I  alked 
the  prifoner,  how  it  happened  >  he  faid,  he  did  not  know 

*  O  J  Vllla>n,  <ays  I,  you  have  done  it,  and  you  fhall  mve  an  ac- 
count  of  it  before  we  part. 

Council.  When  fhe  went  into  the  cellar,  or  when  fhe  came 
up  again,  did  you  fee  any  knife  in  her  hand  i 

Mr.  1  able.  No.  for  when  fhe  went  down,  fhe  had  only 
two  pots  in  her  hand,  and  when  fhe  came  ud  attain  fhe 
brought  two  pints  of  beer,  and  if  fhe  had  had  anyWfe  I 
fnould  have  feen  it.  I  afterwards  took  a  candle,  and  went 
down  into  the  cellar,  and  narrowly  looked  on  the  hairs,  to 

fee  if  I  could  find  any  blood,  but  could  not  perceive  fo  much 
as  one  drop. 

Council.  How  did  the  deceafed  appear  that  day  as 'to  her 
temper  ? 

Mr.  Paine.  She  was  merry,  for  I  heard  her  a  fingiwr  as 
ihe  was  doing  her  work. 

Thomas  Saunders .  Coming  from  the  South-Sea-Houfe,  I 
caiLd  at  Mr.  Paine  s,  and  dined  there.  The  prifoner  was  in 
the  box,  and,  as  I  fuppofe,  at  dinner.  A  neighbour  having 
lent  for  fome  drink,  the  prifoner  came  out  and  carried  it.  la 
the  mean  time,  two  countrymen  coming  in,  the  deceafed 
went  down  and  brought  up  two  pints  of  drink,  one  for  them 
.and  one  for  herfelf.  I  faw  no  knife  in  her  hand.  Afterwards 
when  Mrs.  Paine  called  her  hufband,  I  went  with  him,  and 
found  the  deceafed  fitting  upon  the  ground,  and  the  prifoner 
with  one  hand  under  her  arm.  I  believe  fhe  was  at  that  time 
ftone  dead.  The  prifoner  was  alked,  how  it  happened  ?  he 
faid,  he  did  not  know  ;  but,  that  when  he  came  into  the- 
box,  fhe  was  leaning  with  her  head  upon  the  table,  and  fa  id 
to  him,  James,  I  am  a  dead  woman  \  and  that  upon  his  afk- 
ing^her,  how  it  came  ?  fhe  fell  upon  the  ground. 

Council.  How  long  had  the  prifoner  been  in  the  room  be¬ 
fore  he  called  his  mill  refs? 

Air.  Saunders.  About  three  or  four  minutes. 

Council*  Did  you  hear  any  noife  while  he  was  in  the 
x 00m  ? 
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Mr.  Saunders .  No  ;  and  yet  I  was  fo  near,  that  if  there 
had  been  any  noife,  I  muft  have  heard  it.  The  deceafed  had 
a  print  over  her  left  ear. 

Mr.  Cox,  the  furgeon.  Upon  hearing  of  the  accident, 
about  two  o’clock  that  afternoon,  I  ran  immediately  and  found 
the  deceafed  lying  upon  her  back,  and  a  vaft  effufion  of  blood 
was  under  her.  The  prifoner  fupportcd  her  head.  1  thought,  as 
Coon  as  I  came,  that  I  could  fee  her  lips  change  colour,  and 
there  was  no  other  appearance  of  life  in  her.  I  turned  up 
her  coats,  and  found  the  wound  was  in  the  upper  part  of  her 
thigh  ;  it  palled  obliquely  upwards,  and  divided  the  fe¬ 
moral  artery  :  and,  looking  upon  the  table,  I  found,  among 
other  knives,  one  that  was  a  little  bloody  at  the  point  :  it  lay 
about  four  feet  from  where  the  deceafed  was,  and  the  handle 
was  towards  the  chimney. 

Council .  Suppofing  the  deceafed  had  given  herfelf  the 
wound,  do  vou  think  fhe  could  not  afterwards  have  laid  or 

7  j 

toiled  the  knife  in  the  place  where  you  found  itr 

Mr.  Cox.  I  think  not  without  a  miracle.  I  compared 
the  knife  with  the  cuts  in  her  cloaths,  and  the  wound  in  her 
thigh,  which  was  five  inches  deep,  and  they  exactly  anfwered. 
It  was  a  broad,  round-pointed  knife,  and  therefore  the  ftroke 
moil  have  been  given  with  a  violent  force  to  go,  as  it  had, 
through  an  apron,  a  thick  quilted  coat,  a  fluff  petticoat,  a 
flrong  coarfe  fhift,  and  fo  far  into  her  thigh. 

Council.  You  think  that  wound  was  the  caufe  of  her 
death. 

Mr.  Cox.  Undoubtedly,  for,  after  receiving  fuch  a 
wound,  no  perfon  could  live  above  a  minute  and  a  half,  or 
two  minutes. 

Council.  Do  you  think  the  deceafed  could  give  that  wound 
herfelf  ? 

Mr.  Cox*  In  my  opinion  it  was  not  poffible. 

Council.  Did  you  obferve  any  other  marks  of  vio¬ 
lence  ? 

Mr.  Cox.  Yes  j  I  took  notice  of  fome  marks  about  her 
chin,  and  left  ear,  which  appeared  livid,  and  feemed  to  be 
made  by  the  compreflion  of  the  thumb  and  fingers.  Her  left 
car  w7as  contufed,  and  I  believe  the  perfon  who  did  the  fa£l 
confined  the  deceafed  with  his  left  hand,  and  gave  the  wound 
with  his  right. 

Then  the  knife  and  the  deceafed’s  cloaths  were  produced  in 
court. 

Mr.  Dennis.  The  nature  of  that  wound  was  fuch,  that 
no  animal  could  live  above  a  minute  and  a  half  after  the  ar¬ 
tery 
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tery  had  been  fo  divided.  I  tried  the  experiment  on  a  dog, 
and  he  died  in  a  minute  and  a  quarter  :  therefore  1  believe  it 
was  impoflible  that  the  deceafed  could  have  given  herfelf  the 
wound  in  the  cellar,  becaufe  afterwards  {he  could  not  have 
moved  one  ftep  ;  nor  can  I  think,  if  fhe  had  done  it  in  the 
box,  that  it  was  poflible  for  her  to  lay  the  knife  where  it  was 
found,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  it  was  then  laid  :  becaufe,  on 
receiving  fuch  a  wound,  the  perfon  falls  immediately  into  con- 
vulfions,  and  grows  infenfible.  I  faw  the  marks  about  her 
chin  and  ear,  and  fuppofe  they  muft  have  been  done  by  the 
force  of  a  hand,  for,  had  there  not  been  a  compreflion  by 
violence,  when  fuch  a  wound  was  given,  the  blood  would 
have  flowed  with  fo  great  an  impetuofity,  that  it  could  not 
have  ftagnated  in  thofe  places. ' 

Mr.  Baldwin .  About  nine  that  morning  I  was  in  Mr. 
Paine’s. kitchen,  eating  a  roll  and  cheefe.  Some  difcourfe  was 
paffing  about  the  deceafed,  upon  which  the  prifoner  faids 
She  knows  what’s  what.  She  anfwered,  I  never  had  a  baftard., 
and  fo  went  up  {fairs.  Coming  down  again  foon  after,  (lie 
wanted  fome  tea  and  fugar  for  her  miftrefs;  but  Mr.  Paine 
being  gone  out,  fhe  faid,  He  is  always  out  of  the  way  when 
he  is  mo  ft  wanted.  The  prifoner  at  the  fame  time  being 
puddling  with  the  poker,  he  ftruck  her  on  the  backftde  with 
it,  and  faid,  You  faucy  Hut,  muft  my  mafter  give  you  an  ac¬ 
count  ?  I  thought  he  was  an  ill-natured  fellow,  and  that  he 
looked  malicioufly. 

Ann  Duncarton,  Mrs.  Groves,  and  the  deceafed’s  mother, 
who  gave  evidence  at  the  former  trial,  as  to  the  prifoner’s  ill- 
behaviour  towards  the  deceafed,  were  ready  in  court  to  give 
their  evidence  again,  but  were  not  called  upon. 

I  he  prifoner  called  fome  perfons  who  frequented  the  houfe, 
to  prove  his  general  civil  behaviour  towards  the  deceafed. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty;  and  when  fentence  was  to  be 
pafled  on  the  other  capital  convicfts,  the  appellant  came  into 
court,  and  demanded  judgment  on  the  appellee,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  fentence  of  death  was  pronounced  upon  him. 

The  Ordinary  s  Account  of  James  Clough. 


James  Clough,  ’thirty-two  years  of  age,  of  ho- 
nefl  parents,  who  kept  a  public-houfe  near  Glare-Market, 
and  gave  hi  n  good  education,  in  reading,  writing,  and  cy¬ 
phering.  Fie  was  put  out  apprentice  to  a  vintner,  at  the 
Swan,  in  1  ower-ftreet,  and  ferved  out  his  time  honeftiy, 

and 
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and  with  approbation.  Afterwards  he  ferved  in  feveral  ta¬ 
verns  and  public  houfes  in  town,  efpecially  at  the  Horfe-fhoe, 
in  Blow-bladder-ftreet,  near  Cbeapfide,  where  he  lived  two 
years  with  the  good-will  of  his  mafter,  having  been  abun¬ 
dantly  obliging  to  cuftomers  ;  but  otherwife  he  had  been  of  a 
oilTolute  life,  much  addidbed  to  drinking,  whoring,  fwearing, 
but  he  had  ftill  the  character  of  being  an  honeft  man,  al¬ 
though  his  manner  of  life  obliged  him  to  contract  fome  fmall 
debts,  part  of  which,  as  fome  people  who  knew  him  affirmed, 
he  was  not  capable,  though  willing  to  difcharge. 

As  to  the  murder,  he  was  very  obftinate  in  denying  that  he 
gave  the  fatal  wound,  although  he  did  not  pretend  to  give  any 
account  what  way  Mary  Green  came  by  it. 

He  could  not  pretend  that  his  mafter  or  miftrefs,  who  gave 
him  the  charadber  of  a  good  fervant,  had  any  prejudice,  or 
ill-will  to  him.  He  neither  rifleded  on  them,  nor  none  of 
the  witnefles,  as  if  they  had  any  view  in  profecuting  him, 
but  that  juftice  might  be  executed. 

At  firft,  indeed,  he  feemed  to  be  in  confufion  at  the 
many  preffing  exhortations  that  were  made  to  extort  a  con- 
feffion  from  him  ;  but  recolledbing  himfelf,  he  denied,  that 
he  gave  the  mortal  wound,  and  faid,  that  he  knew  nothing  at 
all  how  fne  came  by  her  death,  no  more  than  the  child  un¬ 
born,  that  the  deceafed  was  a  very  ill-natured  girl,  that  fhe 
ivvore  and  curfed  often  ;  and  he  did  not  deny  but  that  he  had 
ftruck  her  fometimes,  as  was  given  in  evidence  againjft  him, 
but  that  he  did  not  do  her  any  harm  ;  and  after  all  that  could 
be  faid,  he  ftill  perfifted  obftinately  in  denying  the  fadb.  He 
faid,  that when  he  was  young,  he  was  not  difobedient  to  his 
parents,  but  that  in  other  refpedts  he  had  led  a  very  wicked 
life,  in  breaking  the  Lord’s  day,  and  negledbing  his  duty  to 
almighty  God,  who  therefore  had  now  juftly  forfaken  him. 
He  appeared  not  to  be  of  an  ill  temper,  but  a  civil  fellow, 
and  abundantly  knowing  in  religious  matters,  for  one  of  his 
ftatioo. 

Many  of  his  friends  and  acquaintance  came  daily  to  viflt 
him.  1  wjfh  they  did  not  too  much  divert  him  from  his  duty, 
and  buoy  him  wiffi  falfe  hopes.  Fie  hoped  to  be  faved  only 
by  the  mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
and  that  he  forgave  all  the  world  any  injuries  done  him,  as  he 
expedbed  forgivenefs  from  almighty  God. 

As  he  was  going  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  defired  the 
officers  to  flop  at  Mr.  Paine’s,  at  the  Green-Lattice,  in 
Holborn,  who  was  his  mafter,  and  with  whom  he  lived  at  the 
fame  time  the  murder  was  committed.  When  he  came. 

to 
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to  the  door  of  his  Laid  matter,  he  called  for  a  pint  of  wine, 
nnd  defired  to  fpeak  with  him,  and  accordingly  he  came. 
TTnen  Clough  addrefled  himfelf  to  him  after  the  following 
mapner :  Sir,  you  are  not  infenfible  I  am  going  to  fuffer  an 
ignominious  death,  and  for  what  I  declare  I  am  not  guilty  of, 
as  I  am  to  appear  before  my  great  judge  in  a  few  minutes,  to 
anfwer  for  all  my  paft  fins  :  I  hope  you  and  my  good  miftrefs 
will  pray  for  my  poor  foul  :  pray  God  blefs  you,  and  all  your 
family.  Then  he  turned  to  the  officers,  and  defired  to  fpeak 
to  the  carman  to  go  on  \  and  it  was  remarkable,  thathefpoke 
it  with  a  great  deal  of  cqmpolure  ;  and  likewife,  when  he 
came  to  the  place  of  execution,  his  countenance  was  no  ways 
changed,  not  even  to  the  very  laft. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  appeared,  as  he  always  did, 
while  under  fentence,  with  great  com'pofure  and  gravity. 
He  was- attentive  and  ferious,  and  made  refponfes  to  the  pray¬ 
ers  and  pfalms.  He  addreiTed  himfelf  to  the  fpeftators  to  this 
pqrpofe. 

Good  people,  I  die  for  the  fa£l  I  did  not  do.  I  wifli  all 
men  well  :  and  he  Laid,  he  never  ceafed  to  pray  for  his  pro- 
fecutors  moft  heartily,  ever  fince  he  was  under  fentence. 
My  fins  have  been  very  great,  and  I  hope  for  God’s  mercy, 
thro’  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chritt. 

A  pfalm  was  lung  at  his  defire.  He  over-heard  fome  people 
fay,  that  his  miftrefs  was  in  a  coach  juft  by  the  place  of  exe¬ 
cution  ;  whereupon  he  could  not  be  eafy,  till  a  perfon  went 
to  the  coach  and  fatisfied  him  that  fhe  was  not  there.  As  the 
cart  was  going  away,  once  more  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
fpedfators  as  follows : 

Good  people,  I  beg  of  you  to  pray  for  my  departing  foul, 
and  as  for  the  fa£f  which  I  now  die  for,  I  wiih  I  was  as 
free  of  all  other  fins,  as  I  am  of  this,  which  I  am  now  gomg  to 

fuffer  for.  .  1  „  •  t_t  1 

He  defired  his  friends  to  carry  him  to  Hand- Alley,  in  hloN 

born,  and  from  thence  to  be  carried  to  St.  Andrew’s,  Hoi- 
born,  to  lie  by  his  brother. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday,  July  25*  I729* 

We  are  well  affured,  that  what  follows  is  genuine,  but 
how  true  the  allegations  are  muff  be  left  to  the  reader  s  judg¬ 
ment. 
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Copy  of  a  Paper  delivered  by  J  a  at E s  C l  ough,  to  a  Friendy 

at  the  Place  of  Execution . 

Being  informed,  that  a  report  is  Spread,  that  I  have  con- 
felled  myfelf  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  I  am  to  fuller 
death,  I  thought  it  necefTary,  before  I  leave  this  world,  to 
make  the  following  declaration,  and  therefore  I  do,  in  the 
prefence  of  almighty  God,  folemnly  and  truly  declare,  that  I 
am  not,  nor  have  at  any.  time  whatsoever  confell'ed  myfelf 
guilty  of  that  crime,  nor  can  I  give  any  account  how  the 
fame  was  committed  :  but  Since  the  jury  thought  fit,  on  the 
evidence  that  was  given,  to  find  me  guilty,  I  patiently  Submit 
to  the  Sentence  palled  on  me  , 

There  being  Several  material  circumflances  given  in  evi¬ 
dence  againft  me  by  Mr.  Paine  and  others,  which  were  un¬ 
true,  I  have  Set  forth  that  part  of  the  evidence  in  the  following 
manner: 

Firfl,  Mr.  Paine  Swore,  that  in  the  morning  before  the 
unhappy  accident  happened,  he  observed  me  to  be  out  of  tem¬ 
per,  which  he  imagined  to  be  occafioned  by  a  you'ng  man  be¬ 
ing  in  company  with  the  deceafed,  who  was  her  fuppofed 
Sweet-heart.  If  Mr.  Paine  did  really  believe  that  to  be  the 
caufe,  1  do  allure  him,  that.be  was.  very  much  miltaken,.  an  d 
that  I  was  not  angry  or  out  of  temper  with  her,  or  any  other 
perfon  whatfoever.  r 

It  was  fworn,  not  only  by.  Mr.  Paine,  but  others,  that  I 
was  in  the  room  for  the  Space  of  Spur  minutes  with  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  before  I  called  opt  for  afiilfance,  which  I  believe  was 
the  greateft  inducement  to  the  jury  to  find  me  guilty  ;  be¬ 
cause  the  Surgeons  Swore,  that  no  perfon  could  live  above  one 
minute  and  a  half,  after  receiving  fuch  a  wound  as  was  given 
to  the  deceafed  ;  and  from  thence  I  prefume  it  was  inferred, 

that  I  was  the  perfon  that  gave  the  deceafed  the  wound. - ■ 

This  evidence,  as  to  the  time,  I  aver  to  be  untrue  ;  for  I  arn 
Certain,  I  was  not  there  one  minute.  ,  No  Sooner  did  I  enter 
the  room,  but  the  deceafed  told  me,  fhe  was  dying  :  I  went 
Ithat  inflant  to  Support  her,  and  at  the  Same  time  called  Mrs.* 
Paine  ;  So  that  from  the  time  of  my  going  into  the  room,  to 
the  time  of  Mrs.  Paine's  coming  in,  1  am  well  allured  could 
not  be  the  fpace  of  one  minute. 

As  to  the  blow  that  was  Sworn  I  gave  the  deceafed  in  tho 
morning  with  a  poker,  I  admit  it  to  be  true,  but  it  was  done 
only  by  way  of  joke  ;  and  I  cannot  think  but  the  perfon  who 
Swore  it  believed  the  Same. 
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It  was  fworn,  that  the  deceafed,  when  (he  went  down 
into  the  cellar,  did  not  carry  any  knife  down  with  her,  or 
bring  any  up;  what  particular  obfervation  was -made  by  the 
witnefles  when  {be  went  down,  or  came  up,  I  cannot  tell  ; 
but  I  do  aver,  when  I  faw  her  in  the  cellar,  (lie  had  a  knife' 
in  her  hand.  And  upon  my  being  afked,  how  the  fad  was 
committed,  I  own,  I  laid ,  that  1  faw  the  deceafed  in  the 
cellar  with  a  knife  ;  but  did  not  thereby  mean  to  infinuate, 
that  {he  committed  the  fad  herfelf  there. 

As  to  the  knife  being  placed  in  a  regular  manner  among  the 
other  knives  on  the  table,  and  at  that  diflance  from  the  de¬ 
ceafed,  as  fworn,  I  can  give  no  account  of ;  nor  whether  the 
knife  produced  in  court,  was  the  knife  with  which  the  wound 
was  made.  If  what  thefe  witnefles  have  fworn  is  contrary  to 
the  didates  of  their  confciences,  I  hope  God  will  forgive 
them,  as  I  heartily  do. 

Mr.  Paine,  fince  my  confinement,  has  been  very  indus¬ 
trious  in  afperfing  my  charader  ;  particularly  he  has  been 
pleafed  to  declare,  that  I  have  been  before  in  Newgate  for  a 
robbery,  which  is  a  great  faliity  ;  and,  if  any  one  is  delirous 
to  be  Satisfied,  as  to  the  truth  of  my  aflertion,  he  may,  by 
enquiring  at  the  goal,  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it.  1 
muft  confefs,  this  unkind  ufage  of  Mr.  Paine  has  given  me 
fome  uneafmefs  ;  but,  as  I  exped  forgivenefs  from  almighty 
God,  for  all  the  fins  I  have  committed,  fo  I  heartily  forgive 
him,  and  all  others,  who  have  done  me  any  injury  ;  and 
hope  for  the  like  forgivenefs  from  all  thofe  I  have  injured. 

I  hope  this  my  fhameful  and  untimely  end,  will  not  be 
any  refledion  on  my.  relations.  I  corlfefs  myfelf  a  great 
{inner  ;  but  as  I  am  confcious  to  myfelf,  that  I  am  innocent 
of  the  crime  for  which  I  am  to  fufFer,  my  burthen  is  much 

JAMES  CLOUGH. 


JAME  SDALTON,  for  a  JRobbery,  January,  1729-30. 

TAMES  DALTON,  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  was  m- 
.1  dided  for  a  mifdemeanor,  in  aflaulting  Dr.  Mead  on  the 
highway,  with  an  intent  to  rob  him  of  his  money  and  goods, 
Dec.  1 .  1 

Dr.  Mead.  Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  on  Monday 
bight,  as  I  was  driving  through  Holborn,  a  man,  much  like 
rte  prifoner,  came  haftily  up  to  my  chariot-fide,  and  de- 

fj  2  manded 
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manded  my  watch  and  money  :  but  my  footman  jump* 
ing  from  behind  the  chariot,  the  fellow  ran  away.  My  foot* 
man  followed  and  took  him. 

Edmund  Howard.  The  prifoner  bid  the  coachman  flop, 
or  he  would  (hoot  him,  and  then,  coming  to  the  chariot* 
fide,  he  prefented  a  piftol  to  me,  and  demanded  my  watch 
and  money,  and  faid,  if  I  offered  to  ftir  I  was  a  dead  man. 
But  however  I  ventured  to  jump  down,  and  called  out,  Stop 
thief!  a  (hop-keeper’s  fervant  purfued  the  prifoner,  who 
turned  about  and  flaftied  a  piftol  at  him.  I  followed,  and  the 
prifoner  made  towards  Leather-Lane,  and  dropped  his  piftol, 
but  he  was  never  out  of  my  fight  till  we  took  him.  We 
carried  him  to  the  Black-Bull-Inn,  and  found  powder  and  (hot 
in  his  pockets. 

Jofeph  Wilkins .  The  do&or  fent  for  me,  and  gave  me 
charge  of  the  prifoner,  I  fearched  him,  and  found  a  pen¬ 
knife  and  fome  large  (hot  upon  him.  He  faid  we  could  rot 
hang  him  for  this ;  but  he  wiftied  he  had  done  murder,  for  he 
had  rather  be  hanged  than  not. 

John  Brear cliff.  I  was  (hutting  up  my  mafter’s  (hop,  and 
hearing  a  cry  of  flop  thief !  I  ran  after  the  prifoner.  He 
fwore  he  would  (hoot  me,  and  indeed  he  endeavoured  to  do  it, 
for  he  flaftied  his  piftol  in  my  face. 

John  Stevens.  As  I  was  driving  my  mafter  up  Holborp, 
near  Leather-Lane,  1  heard  a  man  call  out,  Hold  coachman, 
ftop  a  little.  I  thought  at  firft  that  fomebody  had  wanted  my 
mafter,  and  fo  I  flopped,  and  then  a  little  man,  very  like 
the  prifoner,  came  up,  and  prefenting  a  piftol,  fwore  if  I 
offered  to  move  any  farther,  he  would  (hoot  me  through  the 
body. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty. 

Fined  forty  marks,  to  fuffer  three  years  imprifonment, 
and  to  find  fecurity  (or  his  good  behaviour  for  feven  years  af¬ 
terwards. 

in  Jprily  1730. 

James  Dalton  was  indi&ed  for  afiaulting  John  Waller 
in  a  certain  field,  or  open  place,  near  the  highway,  put¬ 
ting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  twenty-five  hand- 
kerchiefs,  value  four  pounds,  five  ducats,  value  forty- 
eight  drillings,  a  three  guilder  piece,  two  guineas,  a  French 
piflple,  and  five  drillings  in  (ilver,  Nov.  22* 

5  '  Join 
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John  Waller.  I  am  Holland’s  trader.  I  am  carried  fome  hand¬ 
kerchiefs,  tea,  and  other  goods  to  Hampftead,  for  which  l 
received  forty-five  (hillings,  and  returning  towards  London, 

I  went  to  drink  at  the  Adam  and  Eve  at  Pancras.  It  being 
night  I  bought  a  link,  and  the  prifoner  being  there,  he  defired 
to  go  with  rne  for  the  benefit  of  the  light.  When  we  came 
to  the  end  of  the  fecond  field,  he  pretended  to  go  afide  to 

eafe  himfelf,  and  I  going  forward,  he  called  after  me - 

When  we  came  into  the  fields  between  Tottenham-Court 
and  Bloomfbury,  he  pulled  out  a  piftol,  and  damned  me,- 
and  bid  me  give  him  the  bundle  I  had  under  my  arm,  and 
then  he  damned  me  again,  and  demanded  my  money.  I  was 
loth  to  part  with  it,  but  he  cut  me  cn  the  head,  and  knocked 
me  down,  and  took  from  me  the  money  mentioned  in  the 
indidlment.  I  had  a  ftriped  gingham  waiftcoat  on,  and  he 
took  that  too.  He  faid  he  knew  me,  and  he  threatened  to 
(hoot  me*  through  the  head,  if  I  offered  to  refiff,  or  make 
any  noife.  Hearing  afterwards  that  he  was  in  Newgate,  I 
went  thither  to  fee  him  in  January  lad:,  and  then  I  faw  my 
gingham  waiflcoat  upon  his  back:  D — n  you,  fays  he  to  me, 

I  am  forry  I  did  not  blow  your  brains  out.  The  piifol  that  he 
had  when  he  robbed  me,  was  a  fhort,  thick,  knobbed  piftol, 
without  a  guard  to  the  trigger. 

Edmund  Howard .  This  is  the  piftol  that  was  dropped  by 
the  prifoner  when  he  attacked  Dr.  Mead  near  Leather-Lane, 
in  Holborn,  on  the  firft  of  December  laft.  It  feems  to  an- 
fwer  the  defeription  the  laft  witnefs  gave  of  it. 

Waller .  Aye,  I’ll  fwear  this  is  the  very  fame  that  he  had 
when  he  robbed  me. 

Prijoner .  Was  it  dark  or  light  when  you  fay  you  were 
robbed  ? 

Waller .  It  was  dark,  but  the  link  was  lighted  when  you 
offered  the  piftol  to  me  ;  but  I  afterwards  put  it  out. 

7bomas  Brearclijf.  When  Dr.  Mead  was  attacked  by  the 
prifoner,  I  heard  a  cry  of  Stop  thief!  and  thereupon  purfued 
him,  he  flafhed  a  piftol  at  me,  but  it  did  not  go  off ;  and 
then  he  dropped  the  piftol,  and  it  was  taken  up  diredtly,  and 
l  believe  this  to  be  the  fame, 

Prifoner.  I  don’t  deny  that  this  is  the  piftol  with  which 
I  attacked  Dr.  Mead  ;  but  I  never  fo  much  as  attempted 
to  rob  the  profecutor,  Waller :  he  is  a  fellow  of  a  vile  cha- 
xadter,  a  common  affidavit  man,  who  has  found  out  a  new  ** 
method  of  living,  by  fwearing  away  the  lives  of  others  5  and 
it  is  not  long  fince  he  came  out  of  Newgate  himfelf.  I  don’t 
deny,  that  I  have  done  a  great  fnany  things  for  which  I  very 

well 
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well  deferve  to  be  hanged ;  but  I  am  innocent  of  the  fa&  l 
am  now  charged  with,  and  Waller  is  at  leaf!  as  great  a  rogue 
as  myfelf.  There  is  never  a  barrel  a  better  herring.  I  never 
wore  a  gingham  waiflcoat  in  my  life ;  and  if  the  court  will 
allow  three  prifoners  to  be  brought  from  Newgate,  I  can  prove 
that  I  had  no  fuch  waiflcoat  while  I  was  there. 

Court .  You  may  fend  for  thofe  witneffes. 

Then  the  witneffes  wrere  brought  into  Court. 

Charles  North.  I  faw  the  prifoner  when  he  firfl  came  into 
Newgate,  and  feveral  times  after,  and  I  never  faw  him  in  a 
gingham  waiflcoat,  but  in  a  cloth  one. 

Edward  Bromfield.  Waller  coming  to  Newgate,  he  faid, 
he  came  to  fee  Jemmy  Dalton  ;  and  Dalton  faid  to  him. 
Did  I  ever  wrong  you  ?  to  which  Waller  anfwered,  No,  you 
never  wronged  me  of  a  half-penny  in  your  life.  This 
was  after  Waller  had  found  the  bill  of  indictment  againft  the 
prifoner. 

John  Mitchel  likewife  appeared  to  give  evidence  in  behalf 
of  the  prifoner  ;  but  it  being  proved  that  he,  this  witnefs,  had 
Hood  in  the  pillory  for  falfly  charging  a  man  with  fodomy, 
the  court  did  not  fufFer  him  to  be  fworn. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  indi&ment. 
Death. 

"The  Ordinary's  Account  of  James  Dalton1. 

fames  Dalton ,  as  he  faid,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of 
parents  who  had  a  very  indifferent  charadler,  for  his  father 
was  an  Irifhman,  and  a  taylor,  in  Dublin,  whence  he  went 
to  the  wars  in  Flanders,  and  was  advanced  to  be  a  ferjeant. 
He  afterwards  came  to  London,  lived  here  fome  time  by 
gaming  and  biting,  till  fome  years  ago  one  fwore  a  robbery 
upon  him,  for  which  he  was  executed.  His  mother,  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  married  a  butcher,  and  was  fome  time 
fince  tranfported  for  fome  felonious  fad!  ;  and  (he  now  lives  in 
fome  of  thefe  foreign  places,  where  (lie  may  have  teifure  to 
lament  the  fate  of  herfelf  and  her  deferving  family  ;  for  they 
fay  that  a  filler  of  his  is  likewife  tranfperted.  Dalton  being 
the  fon  of  fuch  a  notable  family,  one  may  eafily  conjecture 
what  foit  of  a  tree  grows  from  fuch  a  flock.  However,  while 
his  parents  lived  in  any  credit,  they  put  their  fon  James  to 
fchool,  where  he  was  fo  unruly,  that  his  mailer  put  him  out 
of  fchool he  went  to  two  other  fchools,  in  the  laft  of  which 
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he  robbed  the  maid,  but  was  immediately  found  out,  which 
prevented  his  doing  any  further  mifchief  there. 

Dalton  was  a  thief  from  his  cradle,  and  imbibed  tha, 
principles  of  the  art  from  his  mother’s  milk.  He  went  between 
his  father’s  legs  in  the  cart  to  his  fatal  exit  at  Tyburn  ;  and, 
it  Teems,  he  intended  to  out-vie  him  in  wickednefs,  for  he 
Lid  his  father  was  not  a^down-right  thief,  but  one  of  the  moft 
notorious  cheats  at  cards  of  any  man  in  Europe  ;  which  ta¬ 
lent,  if  he  had  improved,  as  fome  others  have  done,  and  had 
not  met  with  fome  fharpers3  who  did  not  think  of  being 
choufed  out  of  their  money  at  fuch  an  eafy  rate,  pofTibly  he 
might  have  been  ftill  living:  but  James,  who  was  both  heir 
of  his  fortune  and  good  qualities,  took  himfelf  diredlly  to  all 
manner  of  theft  and  robbery,  and,  as  he  himfelf  faid,  was 
one  of  the  mod  impudent,  irreclaimable  thieves,  that  ever 
was  in  England. 

He  took  ten  guineas  from  a  certain  perfon  In  town  to  fwear 
falfly  againft  one  Nichols,  who  was  executed  with  the  ftreet- 
robbers  upon  Neaves’s  evidence,  but  faid,  that  his  confcience 
checked  him  for  engaging  to  do  fuch  an  unjuft  action,  and  he 
would  neither  return  the  money,  nor  appear  as  evidence 
againft  him  :  he  begged  God  pardon  for  undertaking  fo  vil¬ 
lainous  a  defign.  He  behaved  always  civilly  in  chapel,  and 
at  other  times,  for  what  I  know,  except  in  one  Tingle  in- 
ftance  hereafter  mentioned.  He  profefled  himfelf  a  penitent, 
and  died  in  peace  with  all  the  world.  As  for  the  crime  for 
which  he  f  ffered,  he  absolutely  denied  it,  and,  after  all  the 
arguments  that  could  be  ufed,  he  would  not  alter  his  confeflion; 
but  reflected  on  the  profecutor  as  one  no  lefs  wicked  than 
himfelf :  however,  he  freely  forgave  him,  and  often  owned  to 
me,  that  for  twenty  years  paft  he  never  rofe  out  of  his  bed,  but 
he  deferved  the  gallows. 

At  the  place  of  execution  Dalton  faid,  that  Neaves  had 
committed  the  robbery  by  himfelf,  which  he  fvvore  upon 
Nichols,  and  that  he  got  money  to  fwear  falfly  againft  Ni¬ 
chols,  but  that  he  wo  -  Id  not  do  it.  He  delivered  a  paper  to  me, 
which  was  the  fcroll  of  a  letter  reflecting  on  a  gentleman. 
When  we  had  fung  part  of  the  51ft  pfalm,  Dalton  deiired  fome 
of  The  humble  Suit  of  a  Sinner  to  be  fung,  which  was 
done. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Tuefday,  May  the  I2tb 
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F.  S.  The  following  is  an  impartial  account  of  the  imi\f 
robberies,  villainies,  &c.  of  James  Dalton,  which  he  con- 
fefl'ed  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guthrie,  and  which  he  defired 
might  be  made  public. 

He  began  with  one  of  his  fchool-mafters,  and  next  with 
hi§  father-in-law,  robbing  a  lodger  feveral  times  of  his 
money,  till  at  lall,  when  he  was  found  out,  his  good  mo¬ 
ther  patronized,  and  endeavoured  to  protcd-  him  in  this, 
and  feveral  other  robberies,  till  at  laft,  the  father  in-law 
finding  him  in  bed,  difcharged  him  the  ho  ale  for  ever.--.  — 
He  committed  innumerable  robberies  in  London,  and  joined 
in  company  with  one  Fulfome,  and  Field,  who  were  evi¬ 
dences  againft  Jonathan  Wild  and  Bluefkin,  and  feveral 
others,  and  with  them  broke  (hops,  picked  pockets,  Hole  and 
run  away  with  every  thing  they  laid  their  hands  on,  and 
robbed  mem-in  the  flreets,  and  in  coaches,  in  and  about 
the  town,  in  fo  many  inflances,  that  he  faid  he  could  fcarcaf 
remember  the  tenth  part  of  the  villainies  be  bad  commit¬ 
ted  ; 'for  in  (hort,  his  whole  life  was  nothing  but  a  complF 
cation  of  the  word  vices,  robberies,  whoredoms,  thefts,  drink-' 
ing  to  cxcefs,  fwearing  and  biafpheming,  &c.  When  he  was 
but  eleven  years  of  age,  his  companions  took  him  into  the 
company  of  vile  proftitutes,  with  whom  they  were  found  in 
bed  in  an  Inn.  They  robbed  {hops  in  the  Old-Bailey,  and 
frequently  carried  off  confiderable  booties  from  the  cloiflers^ 
Field  was  apprehended,  and  informed  againft  Dalton  and 
Fulfome,  who,  upon  that,  were  obliged  to  keep  quiet,  and, 
When  it  was  dark,  to  go  out  upon  their  rambles.  One  night  they 
met  with  a  captain  of  the  foot-guards  in  Broad -St.  Giles’s, 
Dalton  bid  the  gentleman  deliver  his  watch,  money,  rings* 
& c.  but  the  gentleman  refilling,  Fulfome  knocked  him  downs 
then  they  took  from  him  feven  guineas,  and  fome  ftlver,  a 
leaden  (hilling,  his  watch,  pocket-book,  (in  which  were  feme 
bank-notes)  (word,  hat,  and  wig,  and  then  left  him.  They 
burnt  the  pocket  book  and  notes  for  fear  of  a  difeovery. 
The  watch  and  feven  guineas  Dalton  concealed  from  his 
companion  ;  but  the  filver,  hat,  wig,  and  (word,  they  fhared 
between  them.  T  he  woman  who  received  their  Helen  goods, 
was  one  Hannah  Britton,  who,  upon  Lambert’s  information, 
when  he  was  in  New-Prifon,  was  taken  up,  tried  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  and  whipped  from  Holborn-Bars  to  St.  Giles’s  Pound. 
Then  Dalton  went  with  one  Speedman  to  the  fair  at  Briftol, 
where  they  broke  a  (hop,  but  (or  want  of  evidence,  were 
let  go. 
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He  returned  to  London,  where  he  frequented  a  houfe  in 
Golden-Lane,  the  common  receptacle  of  the  moft  notable 
thieves  in  town,  for  a  confiderable  time,  till  difcovered,  when 
a  great  number  of  them  were  hanged.  About  this  time  he, 
with  his  companions,  Camill  and  Reeves,  broke  open  a  toy- 
fhop  near  Turn -Stile,  in  Holborn,and  carried  off  goods  and 
money  to  the  value  of  800I.  though  they  did  not  make  above 
250I.  of  the  plate,  and  20I.  in  money. 

He  was  taken  up  on  fufpicion  of  a  robbery  in  Iflington 
road  ;  but  got  feveral  people,  who  perfonated  doctor,  apo¬ 
thecary,  and  furgeon,  to  fwear,  that  he  was,  at  the  time  of 
the  robbery,  dying  in  his  bed  ;  upon  which  he  was  difmiffed. 
After  this  he  was  taken  up,  and,  upon  the  evidence  ofFul- 
fome  tranfported.  A  great  ftorm  arifing  at  fea,  they  were 
glad  to  call  up  fuch  of  the  prifoners  as  were  failors,  upon  con¬ 
dition  of  taking  off  their  irons,  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  A~ 
mong  them  was  Dalton,  who  formed  a  confpiracy,  got  pof- 
feffion  of  fome  arms,  mattered  the  {hip,  and  carried  her  to 
Cape  Finifterre,  in  Spain.  They  robbed  the  fhip  to  the  value 
of  tool,  fet  the  officers  at  liberty,  went  on  ffiore  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fixteen,  travelled  over  the  mountains,  and  came  to  Vigo, 
where  the  {hip  came,  and  the  captain  complained  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  againft  them,  for  robbing  and  abufing  him  ;  but  his 
oath  availing  nothing,  unlefs  they  confeffed  the  crime,  they 
were  fet  at  liberty.  The  governor  gave  them  a  pafs,  and 
(igned  them  all  Engliffi  thieves  in  it ;  fo  they  thought  fit  to 
commit  it  to  the  flames,  and  chofe  rather  to  take  their  hazard 
of  travelling  through  the  country,  till  they  met  with  a  Dutch 
fhip,  which  carried  Dalton,  and  fome  more,  to  Amtterdam, 
and  from  thence  they  foon  found  their  way  to  London,  where 
they  were  perpetually  robbing  and  doing  mifchief.  He  took 
a  tour  to  Briftol,  where  he  was  taken  in  a  linen-draper’s  {hop, 
but  the  burglary  not  appearing,  he  was  tranfported  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  where  he  lived  for  fome  time  ;  hut,  weary  of  work,  he 
threatened  his  mailer,  who  was  afraid  of  him,  and  fo  he  let 
him  go.  He  went  from  place  to  place,  ftole  boats  and  ne¬ 
groes,  and  difpofed  of  them  to  the  belt  advantage  ;  having 
met  with  one  Whalebone,  a  notorious  robber,  \yho  affitted 
him  in  his  expeditions.  He  debauched  and  ruined  fome  wi¬ 
dows  and  girls  in  that  country,  w  hich  he  faid  lay  heavieft  up¬ 
on  his  confcience.  At  laft  he  found  a  fhip  which  carried 
him  back  to  London,  where  was  the  principal  fcene  of  hig 
tranfadlions,  and  w'here,  the  providence  of  God  ordering  it 
fo,  he  fhould  be  juttly  punifhed,  by  fuffering  an  ignomini¬ 
ous  death,  for  the  reiterated  viilanies  of  his  life.  As  he  came 
1 4  I  home 
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home  from  America,  he  was  preffed  on  board  the  Hampfhire 
man  of  war,  Lord  Mufkerry  commander,  and  was  at  the  late 
liege  of  Gibraltar,  and  came  home  with  the  Turkey  fleet. 
After  his  arrival  he  was  paid  his  wages,  which  fupported  him 
but  a  fhort  time.  After  this  he  got  acquainted  with  Benja* 
min  Branch,  with  whom  and  Will.  Field,  he  went  a  fnatch- 
ing  of  pockets.  In  three  months  time  he  and  Branch,  and 
Chriftopher  Rawlins,  fnatched  above  500  pockets.  He  cut 
off  a  woman’s  pocket  at  St.  Andrew’s  Holborn,  for  which 
Branch,  being  in  company,  was  taken  and  executed.  They 
endeavoured  to  make  up  Branch’s  affair  with  his  profecutor, 
but  in  vain.  Dalton  and  Rawlins  were  the  firft  who  attempt¬ 
ed  to  flop  coaches  in  the  ftreet,  which  they  did  in  C  a  file- 
Yard,  Holborn,  and  robbed  Mr.  Keen,  an  attorney,  of  his 
watch  and  money,  and  again  in  Holborn  againft  Hatton- 
Garden  ;  they  robbed  Mr.  King,  an  attorney,  of  1 81.  in  St. 
Paul’s  Church  Yard.  Soon  after  this  he  was  taken  up,  and 
then,  for  preferving  his  own  life,  he  turned  evidence,  and  fix 
of  his  companions  were  hanged  upon  his  information,  who 
(as  he  declared  to  me)  were  all  guilty  of  the  particular  crimes 
he  fwore  againft  them,'  although  Neaves,  the  other  evidence, 
who  was  executed  fince,  could  not  fay  the  fame.  He  mar¬ 
ried  many  wives,  no  doubt,  women  of  a  character  equal  to 
himfelf,  and  the  ceremony  was  commonly  performed  by  one 
of  his  affociates,  and  they  lived  together  till  all  their  money 
was  fpent  ;  and  he  being  forced  to  go  upon  purchafe,  and 
fometimes  to  fly  or  fkulk  for  his  life  ;  then  he  took  up  with 
another,  as  chance  happened.  He  had  a  great  many  wives 
in  London,  and  (as  he  Paid)  he  had  four  of  them  coming  to 
vifit  him  at  once,  and  all  in  good  friendfhip  with  one  ano¬ 
ther.  Several  of  his  wives  were  tranfported,  and  he  left  fever al 
others  of  them  whom  he  married  in  America. 

Thus  far  the  Ordinary's  account. 

He  is  miftaken  in  one  thing  relating  to  Fulfome  and  Field  * 
for  Field  was  an  evidence  againft  Bluefkin  ;  but  neither  of 
them  was  evidence  againft  Jonathan  Wild. 
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1729-30. 

TORN  EVERETT,  of  Pancras,  was  indicted  for  afiault- 
J  ing  Martha  Ellis  on  the  highway,  putting  her  in  fear, 
and  taking  from  her  one  guinea,  and  two  fhillings,  Decem¬ 
ber  24. 

Martha  Ellis.  On  the  24th  of  lad  month,  about  three  in 
the  afternoon,  as  I  was  going  to  Hampftead  in  the  coach, 
with  Mrs.  Manly,  and  a  maid-fervant  with  a  child,  I  was 
robbed  by  the  prifoner.  I  faw  him  before  he  attacked  us,  for 
he  followed  us  out  of  town.  We  wentClerkenwell  way,  and 
between  Sir  John  Oldcaftle’s  and  the  turnpike,  he  came  up, 
and  hopped  the  coach,  and  bid  me  deliver  my  money.  I  gave 
him  a  guinea  and  two  fhillings,  and  then  he  took  fome  more 
money  from  Mrs.  Manly,  and  fo  went  away.  I  am  very  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  prifoner  is  the  man. 

Prifoner.  Pray,  madam,  what  cloaths  had  I  on  ? 

Mrs.  Ellis .  You  were  in  a  red  rug  coat. 

Prifoner.  Were  you  not  prompted  on  to  this  profecution 
by  Taylor  and  Charlefworth  ? 

Mrs.  Ellis.  No. 

Mrs.  Manly.  I  took  pretty  good  notice  of  the  prifoner, 
for  I  faw  him  firff  when  we  came  out,  and  faw  him  again  ri¬ 
ding  hard  after  us  ;  and,  coming  pretty  near,  he  put  the  cape 
of  his  coat  into  his  mouth,  and  made  up  to  the  coach  door, 
and  prefented  his  piftol.  I  begged  him  to  be  civil,  for  I  was 
in  fear  about  the  child.  He  bid  me  make  hafte,  and  faid  he 
would  foon  be  gone.  I  gave  him  fix  ihillings  and  fix-pence 
in  filver,  and  a  few  farthings.  He  was  about  two  minutes  at 
the  coach  door,  but  was  very  civil. 

The  Maid.  I  was  in  the  coach  with  the  child  ;  I  faw  the 
prifoner  rob  the  ladies.  I  know  him  to  be  the  perfon. 

William  Manly.  I  followed  the  coach,  and  when  I  came 
up  to  it,  they  told  me  they  had  been  robbed  ;  upon  which  I 
turned  back,  and  purfued  the  prifoner :  but  meeting  with 
Samuel  Childerhoufe,  he  told  me  that  he  knew  the  man  I 
purfued,  the  houfes  he  frequented,  and  that  his  name  was 
Jack  Everett.  I  fent  my  fervant  next  day  to  Mr.  Childer¬ 
houfe,  and  he,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed,  met  with  one 
Robert  rl 'ay lor,  who  faid  that  he  had  heard  that  Jack  Everett 
had  been  robbing  again,  and  he  wanted  a  description  of  him  ; 
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that  is,  not  of  his  perform  but  or  the  d refs  that  he  appeared 
in  when  he  committed  the  robbery®  Taylor  came  to  me  on 
ChriEmas-Day,  in  the  evening,  -and  laid,  he  would  take  the 
prifoner  that  night.  And  after  he  was  taken,  I  came  to  town, 
and  lent  my  fervant  to  fee  if  he  was  the  man® 

William  Coffee ,  a  negro  boy.  The  prifoner  came  up  to— » 

Prifoner *  Before  you  go  any  farther,  friend,  are  you  a 
Chriftian  l 

Coffee.  Yes,  I  have  been  chriflened. 

- - : . .  The  prifoner  came  up  to  the  coachman  near  Bat» 

tle-Bridge,  and  bid  him  flop,  and  ordered  me  to  look  another 
way,  or  he  would  fhoot  me :  but  I  would  look  at  him,  and 
am  fure  that  he  is  the  man. 

Robert  Taylor.  I  know  the  prifoner  very  well.  I  made 
ihoes  for  his  wife,  and,  hearing  that  he  had  committed  this 
robbery,  1  defired  one  of  my  neighbours  to  go  with  me  to 
the  Red-Hart,  in  Fore- ldreet,  where  I  thought  I  might  find 
him,  and  I  was  not  miEaken,  for  there  he  was.  He  had  got 
a  dagger  and  a  piEol,  and  offered  to  fhoot  me,  but  I  jumped 
upon  him  and  prevented  it.  He  was  in  a  red  rug  coat,  and 
had  a  white  coat  under  it,  with  metal  buttons. 

Prifoner .  I  never  had  a  coat  with  metal  buttons  in  my 
life. 


Thomas  Lloyd.  When  the  prifoner  was  taken.  Ex  bullets, 
a  powder  horn,  and  this  piEol  were  found  upon  him. 

Thomas  T Villi s.  He  was  in  a  great  rug  coat,  and  he  had  Ex 
bullets,  a  powder-horn,  a  piEol,  and  a  flint. 

Samuel  Childerhoufe.  I  faw  the  prifoner  on  horfeback,  juft 
after  the  robbery  was  committed,  and  told  Mr.  Manly  that  { 
knew  him. 

Robert  Beech ,  a  hackney  coachman.  At  three  quarters 
paft  three  o’clock,  at  the  end  of  Brook-Street,  iri  Holborn, 
X  took  the  prifoner  into  my  coach :  he  bid  me  drive  a  little 
beyond  Newgate,  which  I  did  ;  and  then  flopping,  be  look¬ 
ed  out  of  the  coach,  and  bid  me  drive  to  Milk-Street.  1  did 
fo,  and  fet  him  down  by  Honey- Lane  Market,  and  thenBo\y 
dock  Eruck  four.  He  was  in  a  red  rug  coat. 


The  Prifoner* s  Defence » 

Thomas  Hofley .  X  am  journeyman  to  a  poulterer  in  Honey- 
Lane  Market.  On  the  24th  of  December,  between  three  and 
four  o’clock,  the  prifoner  bought  a  hen  turkey  of  me. 

Court.  W as  it  not  near  four  o'clock  \ 

T.  H, 
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H-  I  believe  it  might  be  nearer  three  than  four.  He 
uerwauls  to  a  grocer’s,  and  then  he  came  back  to  ouc 
>d  bought  a  duck. 

'  -  • .  How  was  he  drefied  ? 

.!  :  light  coloured  coat. 

Had  you  any  watch  or  clock,  whereby  you  could 
hat  hour  it  was  ? 

1  • ;  but  I  ana  fure  it  was  not  four  o’clock,  be¬ 
half  an  hour  before  we  lighted  the  candles ; 

_  lj  ne  of  the  year,  we  always  light  candles  at  four 

t.  Did  you  ever  fell  the  prifoner  any  thing  before? 

H.  Yes ;  within  thefe  two  months  I  fold  him  a  goofe 

:  i  cc  «p’e  cf  fowls. 

Court  About  what  time  of  the  day  ? 

T.  H  I  do  not  remember  the  time  of  the  day. 

- - —  Cazey.  1  met  with  Taylor,  and  he  told  me,  that 

jack  Fvf  rett  was  taken  and  committed  to  Newgate  for  a  rob¬ 
bery  ;  but  I  was  willing  to  be  farther  fatished,  and  fo  I  went 
to  the  Red* Hart,  in  Fore-Street,  which  was  hard  by  Everett’s, 
lodging,  and  fent  for  him.  He  came  immediately,  and  while 
he  and  I,  and  William  Tapping  were  drinking  a  mug  of  beer, 
Taylor  came  in  and  took  him  $  and  this  was  two  hours  after 
I  firft  heard  he  was  taken. 

William  Tapping  depofed  to  the  fame  effect. 

Court .  Of  what  advantage  is  this  to  the  prifoner? 

Prifoner.  There  is  this  in  it  ;  that  I  knew  it  was  reported 
that  I  committed  this  robbery,  and  therefore,  if  I  had  been 
guilty,  it  is  reasonable  to  fuppofe  that  I  would  have  kept  out 
of  the  way,  and  not  have  appeared  fo  publickly  in  a  place 
where  I  was  well  known.  I  would  aik  the  lady  what  horfe  I 
was  upon  ? 

Mrs.  Ellis .  A  black  horfe. 

Coffee.  Yes,  it  was  a  black  horfe. 

A  Servant.  I  did  not  indeed  deliver  the  horfe  to  the  pri¬ 
foner  ;  but  he  called  about  twelve  o’clock,  and  afked,  if  the 
horfe  was  ready:  and  I  know  we  had  no  other  horfe  at  home 
hut  the  black  horfe. 

'jfhe  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty.  Death « 
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Tbs  Ordinary  s  Account  of  John  Everett. 

'John  Everett ,  about  44  years  of  age,  of  creditable  parents, 
who  gave  him  good  education  at  fchool,  having  taught  him 
to  read,  write,  and  call  accompts,  and  inttrudted  him  in  the 
neeeffary  principles  of  chriftianity.  He  was  put  apprentice 
to  a  falefman,  and  his  good  indulgent  father  gave  to  his  m af¬ 
ter  fifty  guineas,  befides  his  providing  for  him  neceffary 
cloa thing  ;  but  before  his  time  was  expired,  he  quitted  his 
matter,  and  went  into  Flanders  (being  prefled)  and  was  in 
the  late  wars  there,  in  feveral  fieges  and  battles,  and  acquired, 
by  a  d'ifc.reet  behaviour,  the  love  and  friendfliip  of  moft  of  the 
commanding  officers ;  and  after  he  fo  dittinguifhed  himfelf, 
he  was  railed  to  the  place  of  a  ferjeant  in  the  Hon.  General 
How’s  regiment  of  foot ;  and  on  his  return  from  Flanders  in¬ 
fo  England,  the  regiment  was  quartered  at  Worcefter,  and 
there  he  pur  chafed  his  difcharge  :  on  which,  he  took  a  tour  up 
to  London,  and  purchafed  the  place  of  an  officer  in  White- 
Chapel  Court,  in  which  Ration  he  continued  upwards  of  fe- 
ven  years  ;  and,  being  of  an  eafy,  good-natured  difpofition, 
in  compaffion  to  feveral  did  relied  objects  which  came  in  his 
way,  he  took  feveral  people’s  words  too  often,  alter  he  had 
arretted  them,  the  confequences  of  which  obliged  him  to 
quit  his  place:  but,  being  clofelv  fued  for  debts,  brought  on 
him  by  thofe  misfortunes,  by  one  Thomas  Charlefworth,  afoli- 
citor  in  White-Chapel,  who,  before  had  been  feemingly  his 
friend,  and  had  often  advifed  him  to  fome  things  that  did  not 
prove  very  beneficial  to  him. 

But  being  naturally  of  a  rambling  temper,  be  got  himfeJf 
acquainted  with  the  different  gangs  of  thieves  and  robbers, 
who  perfuaded  him  to  rob  upon  the  highway,  which  practice 
lie  ufed  for  feveral  years ;  lor  which  he  was  oftener  than  once 
taken  up,  and  would  certainly  have  been  cony idled  fix  or  fe- 
ven  years  ago,  had  he  not  been  admitted  an  evidence  againft 
tone  or  two  others,  'who  were  found  guilty,  and  executed  in 
Effexr.  He  married  a  widow  woman,  and  lived  with  her 
fome  years ;  but  was  a  very  unfaithful  and  unkind  hufband  ; 
and  when  wearied  of  her,  he  lived  with,  or  married  another, 
but  kept  himfelf  to  none  of  them,  having  pleafed  his  wicked 
fancy  with  a  change,  of  the  word  of  company  ;  1  reproved 
him  for  deferting  his  old  wife,  and  marrying  and  cohabiting 
■with  another.  He  laid,  that  his  fir  ft  wife  had  another  hufband 
«dh*£>  which,  when  he  difeovered,  he  could  not  any  longer 
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keep  her  company*  but  thought  himfelf  at  freedom  to  take 
another,  which  he  did  accordingly,  and  lived  with  her  in  love 
and  friendfhip.  Being  confined  to  the  Fleet  for  debt,  he  was 
allowed  the  liberty  of  the  rules,  and  kept  an  alehoufe  in  the 
Old-Bailey,  where  he  had  very  good  bufmefs  ;  but  he  was 
one  of  the  mo  ft  extravagant  fpenders  in  town,  for  when  he 
went  out,  he  thought  nothing  to  fpend  20  or  30I.  Ten  gui¬ 
neas  having  been  but  a  fmall  allowance  for  his  pocket  per 
day.  When  his  brewer  was  with  him  at  .a  time .  he  ex- 
petted  fome  money,  he  having  run  pretty  far  in  his  fcores, 
Everett  bawled  out  in  his  bluftering  way,  and  {hewed  to  the 
value  of  one  or  two  hundred  guineas  in  his  pocket,  and  de~ 
fired  that  he  might  not  want  beer,  as  having  plenty  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  pay  for  it,  and  added  withal,  that  he  would  give  no 
money  till  his  cellars  were  filled  with  liquors,  and  then  he 
would  pay  him  all  arrears  when  he  pleafed.  Upon  this,  the 
gentleman  went  home,  and  the  next  day  fent  him  ftore  of 
liquors,  after  which,  Everett  immediately  went  off,  and  ne¬ 
ver  paid  one  farthing  to  the  honeft  brewer,  who  fo  frankly, 
trufted  him.  He  went  into  the  Fleet  prifon,  where  he  kept 
the  tap,  and  would  have  done  very  well,  as  he  faid,  had  he 
not  been  employed  as  a  Janizary,  in  executing  orders,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  affair  of  Sir  William  Rich,  Bart,  when  the 
Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons  interfered,  and  Everett’s  projects 
were  all  turned  topfy-turvy  at  once.  He  reflected  bitterly* 
and  gave  names  to  a  namelefs  perfon,  whom  he  blamed  for 
his  overthrow.  Upon  this  he  was  thrown  into  Newgate  by- 
order  of  higher  powers.  He  faid,  that  he  loft  5  or  600L  at 
that  time,  which  lofs  completely  ruined  him  ;  and  afterwards* 
being  out  of  all  bufmefs,  he  was  put  to  his  ftiifts  a-new,  and 
took^himfelf  to  the  highway. 

While  under  fentence,  he  kept  an  outward  decorum  in 
chapel,  but  at  other  times  he  flew  into  violent  fits  of  pafiion, 
and  threatened  to  murder  the  keepers.  He  was  fell  conceited, 
hated  reproof,  and  would  not  take  advice.  Fie  was  one  oi 
the  moft  unconcerned,  indifferent,  and  apparently  hard¬ 
hearted  fellows  I  ever  faw  in  his  circumftances.  He  was  na- 
tually  imperious,  haughty,  bluftering,  and  withal  (which  may 
feem  inconfiftent)  of  a  cowardly,  daftardly,  mean,  pufnlani- 
mous  temper.  Once  he  bafely  affronted  a  countryman  paf- 
ling  his  door  in  the  Old-Badey,  the  honeft  man  faid,  Strange! 
to  be  treated  in  fuch  a  nafty  manner:  Everett  offered  to  fight 
him,  the  countryman  beat  him,  and  trampled  upon  him,  and 
then  left  him  to  take  care  of  himfelf,  fo  that  be  was  obliged 
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to  run  into  his  houfe  for  fhelter.  He  faid,  he  hoped  God 
would  have  mercy  on  him. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday,  February  2 o, 
1729-30. 

The  following  letter  was  fent  by  John  Everett, 

to  the  ladies  whom  he  robbed,  and  for  which  fact  he 

fuffered. 

'  MADAM, 

T  Crave  with  all  humility  and  refpe£l  to  addrefs  you  and 
*  Madam  Ellis,  and  with  the  utmoft  fubmiffion  and  con¬ 
cern,  do  humbly  beg  both  your  pardons  for  the  fear  and  fur» 
prize  my  misfortunes  reduced  me  to  put  you  and  the  children 
into,  whole  cries  moved  fo  much  companion  in  me,  that  I 
had  not  power  to  purfue,  with  any  rigour,  rny  defperate  de» 
fign,  which  your  ladyfhip  muft  have  perceived  by  the  con- 
flernation  I  was  ftruck  into  on  a  fudden.  My  foie  intention 
was,  if  I  could  have  got  50 1.  to  fettle  myfelf  in  a  public- 
houfe,  and  to  take  up  an  honed;  courfe  of  life,  and  do  own 
at  belt  it  is  a  very  heinous  crime  :  yet,  madam,  you  will  re¬ 
collect  after  what  manner  I  treated  you,  and  at  the  fame  time 
con  fid  er  the  methods  taken  by  others  on  the  like  occafions. 
This  neceflity  I  was  drove  to,  by  adhering  to  a  certain  mailer 
I  lately  ferved,  and  to  obey  his  unlawful  commands  in  fol¬ 
lowing  his  wicked  and  pernicious  counfels,  brought  me  to 
poverty,  and  confequently  to  this  unhappy  Hate  I  now  labour 
under,  and  was  become  aim  oft  as  much  as  himfelf  the  fcorn 
and  hatred  of  mankind.  I  fay,  madam,  if  you  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  confider  all  thefe  unhappy  circumfhnces,  and  that 
ueceffity  admits  of  no  contradiction,  it  will,  I  am  perfuaded, 
infpire  compaffion  in  generous  fouls,  (a  eharadter  you  both 
defer  vedly  bear)  and  as  a  fellow  creature,  I  beg  mercy  at 
your  ladylhip’s  hands,  by  figning  a  petition  to  the  Recorder 
for  me,  to  the  end  he  may  be  induced  to  make  a  favourable 
report,  and  thereby  move  his  moft  facred  majefty  to  clemen¬ 
cy,  by  mitigating  the  fentence  to  fome  other  corporal  punifh- 
ment,  and  i  fhall  dedicate  the  reft  of  my  days  in  praying  for 
both  your  happinefs  and  profperity  in  this  world,  and  eternal 

felicity 
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felicity  and  blifs  in  that  to  come;  and  crave  leave,  with  due 
deference  and  refpedt,  madam,  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 

Your  ladyfhip’s  molt  devoted, 

Afflicted  humble  fervant, 

John  Everett. 

\ .  .  ^ 

The  following  Letter  he  fent  to  Mr.  Martin,  (his  Brother’s 

Matter)  a  Chair  Maker,  the  Corner  of  the  Poftern,  fa¬ 
cing  Grub-Street. 

DEAR  SIR, 

/.  ’  L  ,  '  i  .  1  .  .  t\ 

|  Beg  the  favour  to  know  whether  my  brother  is  living  or 
*  dead,  for  I  have  never  heard  from  him,  which  is  a  barba¬ 
rous  vile  a£fion,  to  have  two  brothers  and  fee  none.  I  beg 
to-night  when  you  pay  him*  to  flop  fomething  for  me,  and 
make  him  attiamed,  if  fuch  a  thing  can  be.  Here  I  lie  catt 
for  my  life,  perifhing  in  the  cells  for  want  of  friends.  Bro¬ 
thers !  oh  brothers!  God  forgive  him  and  all  the  world.  I 
hope  you  will  pardon  and  excufe  my  boldnefs,  it  is  necctt 
Sty  makes  me  fend  to  him. 

SIR, 

-  •  /-  /  \  K  -  •  * 

From  your  unhappy, 

.  < 

And  misfortunate  frier#!, 
John  Everett,, 


K 


From  the  Cells 
in  Newgate. 
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FRANCIS  CHARTERIS,  Efq;  for  a  Rape,  February, 

1729-30. 

This  TRIAL  is  taken  verbatim,  from  a  very  fcarce  Ma- 

nufcript. 

r\  N  Wednefday,  Feb.  25,  1729-30,  Counfellor  Strange 
^  moved  the  court  at  the  Old-Bailey,  that  Colonel  Francis 
Charteris  might  be  permitted  to  furrender  himfelf  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  to  take  his  trial,  on  an  indictment  preferred  againft 
him  by  Ann  Bond,  for  committing  a  rape  on  her  body.  The 
court  granting  the  motion,  he  furrendered  himfelf  accordingly 
and  was  brought  to  the  bar  and  arraigned. 

The  T  R  I  A  L. 

If  RANG  IS  CHART  ER I  S,  of  St-  George,  Hano- 
ver-Square,  Efq;  was  indiCted,  for  that  he,  not  having 
the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  by  the  in- 
ftigation  of  the  devil,  did,  on  the  10th  of  November  laft, 
ravifh,  and  carnally  know,  Ann  Bond,  fpinfter,  againft  the 
peace  of  our  fovereign  lord  the  king,  and  againft  the  ftatute 
in  that  cafe  made  and  provided. 

To  this  indictment  the  prifoner  pleaded.  Not  guilty  ;  and 
for  his  trial,  put  himfelf  upon  God  and  his  country. 

The  council  for  the  profecutor  opened  the  caufe,  obferv- 
ing,  that  though  fadts  of  this  nature  were  now-a-days  made 
little  account  of  by  too  many  perfons  of  levity,  yet  they  had 
always  been,  by  all  civilized  nations,  nay,  even  by  many 
barbarous  ones,  ranked  among  crimes  of  the  moft  heinous 
nature. 

Having  amply  fet  forth  the  manner  and  nature  of  the 
offence,  they  fupported  the  charge  by  the  following  evi« 
dence. 

Ann  Bond  depofed,  that  being  cut  of  place,  and  having 
been  ill,  fhe  happened  to  be  fitting  on  a  bench  at  her  lodging, 
and  a  woman,  whom  flic  knew  not,  took  an  occafion  to  en¬ 
ter  into  converfation  with  her,  and  afked  her,  if  fhe  wanted 
a  place,  telling  her  fhe  was  very  ferviceable  in  helping  fer- 
vants  to  places  ;  fhe  replying,  that  fhe  would  willingly  em¬ 
brace  a  good  fervice,  fhe  t«ld  her  fhe  could  help  her  to  a  ve~ 

1  ry 
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ry  good  one,  which  was  to  one  Colonel  Harvey  ;  that  accord¬ 
ingly  fhe  went,  and  was  hired,  and  did  not  know  for  three 
days,  but  that  the  prifoner’s  name  was  Harvey.  That  for  the 
firft  three  days  fhe  was  treated  well  ;  that  he  fent  his  footman 
with  her,  and  he  redeemed  fome  cloaths  that  fhe  had  been  ob¬ 
liged  to  pawn;  and  he  had  alfo  money,  and  orders  given 
him  to  buy  fome  linen,  which,  when  fhe  came  home,  the 
prifoner  faid  fhe  fhould  have  ;  but  fhe  refufed  to  take  it,  fay¬ 
ing,  fhe  had  no  occafion  for  it.  That  after  three  days,  he 
began  to  folicit  her  to  let  him  lie  with  her,  offering  her  a 
purfe  of  gold,  telling  her  he  would  give  her  a  great  many  fine 
cloaths,  get  her  a  good  hufband,  would  give  her  a  houfe,  he 
having  a  great  many,  if  fhe  would  go  to  bed  with  him:  that  fhe 
told  him  file  would  take  none  of  his  money  on  any  fuch  ac¬ 
count  :  that  fhe  came  not  thither  for  any  fuch  purpofe ;  that 
if  fhe  did  not  do  his  work  to  his  mind,  he  might  turn  her 
away  :  that  afterwards  fhe  hearing  one  coming  to  the  houfe, 
enquiring  for  Colonel  Charteris,  fhe  fpoke  to  the  houfe-keep- 
er,  telling  her,  fhe  thought  her  mafler’s  name  had  been  Har¬ 
vey  ;  that  flie  had  heard  a  bad  character  of  Colonel  Charteris, 
and  was  not  well  and  mufl:  go  away. 

She  added.  When  I  offered  to  go  away,  he  threatened  my 
life,  and  I  was  kept  in,  and  not  permitted  to  go  out  of  the 
houfe,  the  door  being  kept  locked,  and*  if  the  clerk  of  the 
kitchen  went  out,  the  houfe-keeper  or  the  butler  had  the 
key,  fo  that  I  never  could  get  out  after  the  firft  three  or 

four  days.  *  *  *  » 

Being  afked,  what  time  fhe  went  to  live  with  the  prifoner  ? 
flie  replied,  about  the  24th  of  October,  and  came  away  the 
jcth  of  November. 

That  on  the  10th  of  November,  the  Colonel  rung  a  bell, 
and  bid  the  clerk  of  the  kitchen  call  the  Lancafhire  bitch  into 
the  dining-room.  That  flie  going  in,  he  bid  her  ftir  the 
fire ;  while  fhe  was  doing  it,  he  locked  the  door,  and  took 
her  and  threw  her  down  on  the  couch,  which  was  nigh  the 
fire,  in  the  further  corner  of  the  room,  and  forced  her  down 
with  violence,  and  lay  with  her  ;  that  fhe  flrove  what  fhe 
could,  and  cried  out  as  loud  as  fhe  could,  ana  he  took  off 
his  night-cap,  and  thruft  it  into  her  mouth,  and  then  ravifh- 
ed  her.-  *  >  - 

She  afterwards  told  him,  fhe  would  certainly  profecute  him 
for  the  injury  (he  had  received  from  him,  and  take  all  lawful 
methods  to  do  herfelf  juftice  ;  that  he  endeavoured  to  pacify 
her  with  promifes  of  a  great  many  fine  cloaths,  &c.  if  flic 
Would  hold  her  tongue,  and  fay  nothing  of  it;  but  fhe  would 
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accept  of  none  of  bis  offers.  She  added,  that  then  be  called 
.be r  bnmffone  b— -h5  and  curfed  and  iwore,  and  threatened  he 
would  beat  her  to  death.  And  about  one  hour  after  he  had 
lain  with  her.  he  took  a  horfe-whip,  and  beat  her  very  much  ; 
and  alio  beat  her  with  the  great  end  qf  it  ;  and  no  fervants 
came  till  he  opened  the  door and  then  the  clerk  of  the 
kitchen  came  up,  and  he  bid  him  take  all  file  had,  and  turn 
the  brimfione  b-~- h  out  of  doors  :  that  being  got  out  of  doors* 
flie  went  to  a  gentlewoman,  and  made  her  complaint,  and 
defired  her  to  go  with  her  to  get  her  cloaths  ;  that  when  they 
came  and  demanded  them,  he  bid  them  turn  the  b---hes  out, 
and  pretended  that  1  had  robbed  him  of  thirty  guineas,  and 
fometimes  he  faid  twenty. : 

-  Being  afked,  if  (he  complained  of  the  colonel’s  ufage  of 
her  i  fhe  faid,  fhe  did,  to  Mrs.  Rations,  that  very  day,  and 
fpe  acquainted  Mr.  Blifs  with  it;  and  that  fhe  preferred  the 
bill  of  indictment  againfl:  the  prifoner  ;  that  it  was  drawn,  at 
hr  ft,  for  an  affault,  with  an  intent  to  ravifh  ;  and,  that  the 
foreman  and  the  jury,  upon  queftions  they  put  to  her,  faid,  it 
was  not  an  intent,  but  it  was  a  fail,  and  fo  the  indidlmenc 
was  altered. 

The  priioner  being  informed,  that  now  the  profecutor 
had  given  her  evidence  againft  him,  he  was  at  liberty  to 
afk  her  what  quellions  he  pleafed  ;■  he  put  the  following 
qne  (lions.  ■ 

Prifoner.  Did  not  you  live  at  Cockeram  ? 

Profecutor.  No. 

Prifoner.  Did  you  never  fee  me  in  Lancafhire,  at  Cock= 

cram  ?  .  ■  •  -  - 

s  ’ : Profecutor .  No. 

Prifoner.  Did  not  you  bring  me  a  letter  l 

Profecutor .  No  ;  1  brought  no  letter. 

Prifoner .  If  I  don’t  prove  it  I’ll  be  hanged,  Did  not  your 
filler  Jive  on  my  eifate?  Did  not  you  know  the  whole  lord- 
ihip  was  mine?  To  w|iich  {he  anfwered,  No. 

■  Prifoner ;  Did  you  never  lie  in  the  bed  with  your  mafter  ?, 

Profecutor.  No  :  I  was  in  the  truckle-bed  one  night,  when 
fhe  who  was  my  bed-fellow  lay  with  you,  and  you  called 
me  to  come  to  bed  to  you  ;  you  faid,  you  Lancafhire,  b-*-b, 
come  to  bed  to  me,  and  lie  on  the  pther  fide  of  me,  that  I 
might  lie  in  Rate;  this  was  the  filth  night;  and  I  flipped  on 
my  gowm  and  went  down  flairs,  and  fat  there  all  night ;  and 
I  was  told,  you  had-  ordered  I  fhould  have  no  bed  ;  I  was 
pot  willihg-  to  liq  there  at  all  ;  but  was  told,  you  was  ill,  and 
1  mull ;  the  fervants  had  all  fat  up, 

*  ‘ 1  ■ f  '■  '  -  "  .  '  Prifoner , 
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Prifoner .  Did  not  you  lie  in  the  truckle-bed  a  nights? 
Projector.  I  did  lie  four  nights  in  the  truckle-bed  in  the 
colonel’s  room*  with  3  maid. 

Prifoner .  Did  not  you  bring  my  breeches,  with  fifty  gui¬ 
neas  that  day  you  faid  you  was  ravifhed  ?  Did  not  you  lie, 
t]v,  njght  before  your  pretended  ravishment,  in  the  truckle- 
Kd?  1  Aid  not  you  throw  the  fnuff-box,  with  a  guinea,  behind 
t  <^  ate,  when  you  were  called  up?  do  rnoft  of  which  the 
prolecutoi* anfwered  in  the  negative:  adding,  I  was  called  up, 
and  there  was  two  gentlemen  with  you,  and  you  faid  you  had 
got  a  pretty  Lancafhire  b— h  ;  and  the  gentlemen  gave  me 
each  of  them  half  a  guinea. 

prifoner .  Did  you  tell  my  fervants  that  you  had  met  with 
bad  uiage? 

Profecutor .  I  complained  to  every  fervant  that  I  had  bad 

ufage. 

Prisoner:  What  was  the  had  ufage  ? 

Pro; '  tutor.  In  being  ravifhed  and  horfe-whipped. 

Prifoner.  Did  you  not  accept  of  a  fnuff  box  ? 

Profecutor.  That  was  given  me  the  fecond  day  after  I 
came  ;  1  faid  I  did  not  want  it,  I  would  not  have  it ;  you 
faid  l  fhouid  have  it;  keep  it  in  your  pocket,  if  it  be  loft, 
you  fhall  be  anfwerable  for  it. 

Prifoner.  Did  you  complain  to  a  magiftrate  the  very  day 
you  pretended  to  be  ravifhed  ? 

Profecutor.  I  applied  to  Mrs.  Parfons,  and  fhe  acquainted 
3NJr.  Blifs,  and  the  lord  chief  juftice’s  warrant  was  taken  out. 

Mary  Parfons ,  the  profecutor’s  evidence,  being  called,  was 
aiked,  When  Ann  Bond  came  to  her,  and  made  her  com¬ 
plaint?  She  anfwered,  it  was  the  10th  or  nth  of  November, 
fhe  came  to  her  in  a  very  great  furprize,  laid,  the  colonel 
had  ufed  her  very  ill,  and  faid,  that  that  morning  he  had  forced 
her  again  ft  her  inclination,  and  fhe  was  beat  crofs  the  fhouid- 
trs  and  back,  and  that  he  had  taken  ail  her  deaths  from  her, 
that  fhe  went  with  her  to  demand  her  cloaths,  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  bid  his  fervants  turn  the  b-— hes  out  of  doors.  Then 
I  told  her  I  would  take  her  to  a  gentleman  who  would  do  her 
juftice,  and  this  was  -Mr.  Blifs.  Being  afked,  if  (lie  told  her 
when  fire  firft  came  to  her,  that  the  colonel  had  ravifhed  her  ? 
Mrs.  Parfons  replied,  fhe  faid  he  lay  with  her  againft  her 
inclination. 

The  next  evidence  for  the  profecutor,  was  Mr.  Blifs,  who 
depofed,  That  about  the  10th  or  12th  of  November,  to  the 
belt  of  hi?  memory,  the  profecutor  told  him,  fhe  had  lived 
with  colonel  Charteris  5  that  fhe  thought  five  had  gone  to  five 
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with  one  colonel  Harvey  ;  that  he  had  treated  her  very  hand* 
fomely  for  two  or  three  days  ;  that  he  fent  a  fervant  to  fetch 
J  A’me  her  cloaths  that  fhe  had  pawned,  and  ordered 
mm  to  buy  fome  linen  ;  that  fhe  refufed  to  have  it;  that  fhe 
l.ad  been  whipped  both  before  the  rape  and  after  it;  that  the 
co  onel  pretended  to  be  very  ill,  and  file  was  ordered  to  lie 
in  a  ti  uckle~bed  in  his  chamber,  and  was  conftrained  to  lie 
in  is  room.  That  the  5th  night,  he  called  her  Lancafhire 
b~“-h  :  that  (he  kept  her  petticoats  on  ;  that  about  two  o’clock 
he  called  her  up,  and  horfe-whipped  her,  telling  her,  ihe 
mould  obey  his  commands,  that  was  what  fhe  deferved,  and 
mult  expe£L  1  hat,  on  the  17th  day  of  her  being  there,  fhe 
was  called  up,  that  the  colonel  locked  the  door,  forced  her  to* 
Oie  rem  tote  it  part  of  the  room,  and  forced  her  — -  ;  that  fhe 
erica  out  as  loud  as  fhe  could,  and  he  took  his  night-cap, 
arid  th rod  it  into  her  mouth.  That  fhe  afked  him,  if  fhe 
had  not  belt  apply  to  a  juftice?  I  hat  he  told  her,  the  quar- 
ter-ieffions  was  near,  and  he  thought  that  would  be  the  bed: 
way  y  and,  when  file  came  to  the  grand  jury,  they  told  her, 
mat  this  was  not  an  intent,  but  the  fa£t ;  and  the  foreman  of 
the  grand  jury  ordered  two  to  go  to  Mr.  Lindon,  and  the  in- 
mermen t  was  drawn  accordingly  ;  and  one  of  the  grand  jury 
fud,  the  co. one!  had  attempted  his  filter  ;  that  they  went  to 
get  a  certificate,  hut  could  not  get  it  that  night;  that  he  told 
one  Mi 8  Hairifon  oi  it,  and  (as  he  was  informed)  he  ac¬ 
quainted  the  colonel,  and  the  colonel  went  out  of  town  the 
next  morning. 

Sarah  Colley  depofed.  That  fhe  wafhed  for  one  of  the  pri- 
ioncr’s  fervants,  and  he  feeing  her,  afked  her,  If  fhe  knew 
oi  any  likely  country  girls,  that  ihe  could  fend  for  to  town  l 
Rut  not  to  mention  his  name,  and  that  he  ordered  her  to  om 
to  the  Lrown  and  Wheatfheaf  on  Ludgate-Hill,  and  to  bring 
one  Mrs.  Betty  to  him  ;  but  not  to  mention  his  name,  and  he 
would  give  her  a  guinea. 

i  he  pioiecutor  having  gone  through  her  evidence,  the 
prifoner  s  evidences  were  called. 

^r*  Gordon  being  alked,  what  he  knew  about  the  bringing 
oi-  a  letter?  he  anfwered,  That  Ann  Bond  came,  and  faid, 
Ihe  had  fent  in  a  letter  to  your  honour,  and  waited  for  an 
anhver;  that  he  (this  evidence)  came  into  the  parlour,  when 
Air.  li  ving  was  reading  the  letter. 

Gordon  being  afked  by  the  prifoner,  what  he  knew  more  of 
-boou  ?  lie  replied,  you  rofe  very  early  the  morning  fhe 
went  away ,  fire  brought  you  your  breeches,  and  held  them 

while 
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while  you  put  your  legs  into  them.  This  was  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Queft.  Where  was  this? 

Anfw.  The  colonel  was  fitting  in  the  parlour,  they  brought 
fome  tea,  and  the  colonel  went  to  bed  again  ;  about  four, 
role  again,  and  went  out  about  fix,  and  came  home  again 

at  ten. 

£)uejl.  What  colour  were  the  breeches  that  Ann  Bond 
brought?  ,  • 

Anfw.  I  think  they  were  brown  cloth  breeches,  and  then 
the  colonel  miffed  his  money,  I  was  ordered  to  bring  up  the 
woman  that  had  lain  with  him  that  night,  that  he  went  to  call 
Mrs.  Bond,  but  fhe  did  not  follow  him,  but  ran  to  the  houfe 
of  office,  that  he  followed  her,  that  fhe  did  not  flay  there  to 
do  anything,  no  longer  than  fhe  could  go  to  it,  and  come  back 
again  ;  that,  then  fhe  ran  to  the  bed-chamber,  and  was  do¬ 
ing  fomething  under  the  fire,  and  he  looked  under  the  fire¬ 
grate,  and  found  a  little  fteel  box  with  a  guinea  in  it. 

Prifoner,  Were  not  feveral  of  my  fervants  in  the  outer 
hall?  .  . 

Gordon.  I  think  it  was  about  ten  o’clock  when  the  colonel 
called  for  Mrs.  Bond,  and  challenged  her  with  the  money, 
and  I  faw  her  about  two  or  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  come 
out  of  the  room,  and  bring  the  colonel’s  breeches  with  her, 
and  fhe  was  in  the  room,  and  helped  to  drefs  him  ;  Mrs, 
Bond  went  away  about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  was 
well  pleafed,  till  he  challenged  her  with  the  money. 

§uiji»  Where  did  Ann  Bond  lie? 

Anfiu,  She  lay  in  the  truckle  bed  all  the  time  fhe  lived 
with  you,  and  Mary  White  lay  with  her  only  two  nights. 

Prifoner .  Where  were  you  from  the  time  I  got  up,  till  I 
went  out  ?  '  ,  < 

Gordon.  In  the  hall  upon  the  fame  floor,  with  the  reft  of 
the  fervants. 

Prifoner.  Did  you  hear  any  noife? 

Gordon.  No. 

Mr.  Irving  depofed.  That  the  Sunday  before  his  majeftyV 
birth-day,  he  was  with  the  colonel,  and  his  fervant  brought 
in  a  letter,  and  laid,  it  came  from  a  woman  ;  the  colonel  bid 
him  open  it,  and  read  it,  he  believed  it  came  from  a  whore, 
and  he  made  no  fecret  of  thofe  matters ;  that  the  colonel  bid 
the  woman  be  called  in,  and  Mrs.  Bond  came  in,  in  a  riding- 
hood,  and  the  colonel  called  for  tea,  and  afked  her,  when  (he 
came  out  of  the  country  ?  That  fhe  replied,  about  three  weeks 
ago.  That  he  was  defired  to  ftep  out,  and  was  called  in  a- 

gain, 
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gain,  and  (he  was  fitting  in  the  chair,  where  he  left  her*  and! 
another  gentleman  coming  in,  the  colonel  faid,  Nanny,  go 
down  into  the  kitchen  among  the  fervants,  and  when  1  want 
you,  1  will  call  for  yon,  that  the  colonel  faid,  he  knew  her  at 
Cockeram,  that  fhe  pretended  to  he  a  very  modeft  girl,  but 
one  of  the  fervants,  where  The  had  lived,  had  lain  with  her. 

The  profecutor  being  afked,  whether  Mr.  Irving  was  in 
the  room,  when  fhe  went  to  the  coloners  to  be  hired  ?  She 
replied,  No,  he  was  not  in  the  room. 

Mr.  Irving  being  afked,  whether  he  heard  any  difcotirfe 
between  the  profecutor  and  the  priforier,  about  the  letter?  He 
anfwered,  No 


The  profecutor  being  afked,  concerning  her  bringing  a 
letter  to  the  colonel^,  denied  that  fine  ferit  or  brought  any 
letter. 


John  Gourley ,  one  of  the  prifoner’s  fervants,  depofed,  That 
he  was  in  the  room  with  his  matter,  aiid  Mr.  Irving,  when  a 
fervant  brought  a  letter,  and  he  went  down,  and  Ann  Bond 
was  Handing  at  the  door,  and  floe  faid  to  him,  I  know  you 
very  well,  I  have  feen  you  at  my  lifter’s  houfe  at  Cockeram. 

Jhiefl.  What  day  was  this  ? 

Anfw .  It  was  on  Sunday,  a  little  before  the  king’s  birth¬ 
day  j  and  that  the  next  day  he  went  out  with  her,  with  mo¬ 
ney  to  fetch  her  cloaths  out  of  pawn,  and  he  afked  her  of  fe- 
veral  per  fobs  in  the  country,  that  he  did  this,  for  fear  fhe 
was  a  bite;  but  he  found  that  fhe  knew  them. 

This  evidence  being  afked,  where  the  profecutor  lay? 

He  depofed.  That  fhe  lay  every  night  in  his  maker’s  room, 
that  his  mafter  ufed  to  bid  him  fend  the  girl  in,  that  fhe  might 
not  difturb  him  ;  that  there  Was  a  great  harmony  betwixt 
them,  arid  fhe  commended  her  mafter  for  his  kindnefs  to 
her. 


4nn  Bond  being  afked,  whether  {he  came  to  the  colonel  on 
a  Sunday  ?  She  replied.  No,  it  was  on  a  Monday. 

Gourley ,  being  fhewn  the  letter,  was  afked,  if  he  knew 
any  thing  of  that  letter?  He  anfwered,  Yes.  That  it  lay  open 
upon  the  table,  and  that  he  took  it  up,  and  read  it,  and  put 
it  in  his  pocket,  and  put  it  out  of  his  pocket  among  fome  other 
papers,  when  he  was  going  to  Flanders,  fome  days  after. 

Mr.  Irving  being  {hewn  the  letter,  was  afked,  if  that  was 
the  letter  he  read  at  the  colonel’s?  anfwered,  He  did  believe 
it  to  be  the  fame  letter  ;  and,  pointing  to  the  profecutor,  faid. 
This  is  the  woman  that  was  brought  in  by  the  fervant,  upon 
reading  the  letter:  then  the  profecutor  being  allied,  Whether 
Mr.  Irving  was  prefent,  when  fhe  came  to  the  colonel’s  firft? 
fhe  faid,  No.  ,  T&efc? 
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Then  being  afked,  if  fhe  knew  him?  fhe  faid.  Yes:  1 
have  feen  him  frequently. 

This  letter  being  (hewn  to  Anh  Bond,  fhe  was  afked,  if 
fhe  did  not  bring  that  letter  to  the  colonel's  ?  She  anfwered. 
No  ;  fhe  looked  upon  it  fome  time,  and  faid,  fhe  could  not 
read  it:  and  being  afked,  if  fhe  could  write?  anfwered,  Yes, 
a  little,  and  being  bid  to  write,  took  the  writer’s  pen,  and 
wrote  her  name;  but' the  hands  were  not  alike.  But  the 
letter  being  proved  by  Mr.  Irving  and- Mr.  Gourley  to  be 
brought  by  her,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows. 


Hon.  S  I  R, 

IUnderftand  you  are  in  town,  if  your  honour  pleafes,  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  wait  on  you  :  I  came  from  Cockeram, 
in  Lancafhire ;  I  came  the  next  door  to  Mr.  Jones,  and 
fhould  be,  proud  to  wait  on  you,  if  your  honour  pleafes  to 
give  me  that  liberty  :  pray,  pardon  this  freedom,  I  am,  with 
fubmiffion,  and  the  greaieft  refpeft,  your  humble  fervant  to 


command, 


ANN  BOND, 


I  wait  at  your  door  for  an  anfwer. 

Wednefday  night, 
three  o’clock. 

James  Davis  being  called,  the  prisoner  defired  he  might 
be  afked,  whether  he  had  not  feen  the  profecutor  in  the 
naked  bed  with  him  ?  He  replied,  Yes,  and  that  fhe  lay 
every  night  in  his  tnafter’s  room  ;  he  being  afked,  when 
he  came  to  live  with  the  pnfoner  1  He  faid,  on  the  fouith  of 
November,  and  that  he  had  feen  her  in  the  naked  bed  with 
his  mailer  ?  And  that  he  afterwards  afking  her,  if  fhe  was 
not  afhamed  to  lie  with  her  mailer  ?  She  replied,  No; 
fhe  was  not  afhamed  of  it;  for  it  was  what  file  was  ufed  to® 
Fie  being  afked,  what  time  it  was  that  lie  had  i.een  the 
profecutor  in  bed  with  his  mafler  ?  ale  anfwered,  it  was 
the  next  morning  after  he  came  there  .  and  being  afked, 
how  he  came  to  fee  it  ?  He  aniwered,  that  heating  the 
bell  ring,  he  opened  the  door,  without  knocking,  and  went 
in,  and  faw  her  in  bed  with  him  ;  he  being  afked,  what  bufi- 
nefs  he  had  to  go  into  his  mafler’s  chamber  without  knocking, 
and  being  but  juft  come,  was  a  ftranger  ?  Ana  whether,  or 
not,  it  was  not  faucy  and  impudent  in  him  to  do  la  \  After 
1  L  fome 
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fome  paufe,  he  replied,  he  had  a  mind  to  lie  with  her  him*’ 
felf,  and  having  heard  that  his  matter  loved  a  pretty  girl,  he 
fufpected  fhe  lay  with  him,  and  fo  he  took  that  opportunity  to 
fatisfy  himfelf. 

Hannah  Lipfcomle  being  called,  the  prifoner  defired,  that 
fire  might  be  afked,  how  often  (he  had  feen  the  profecotor  in 
bed  with  him  ?  She  anfwered,  that  the  firft  night  fhe  lay  in 
the  truckle-bed,  and  the  fecond  the  lay  with  her  matter. 
Being  afked,  how  ttie  knew  it  ?  She  anfwered,  fhe  faw  her  in 
bed  with  her  matter,  in  the  morning,  when  (lie  came  to  light 
the  fire. 

Robert  Vaux  dcpofed.  That  on  the  firft  of  November, 
Colonel  Charteris’s  groom  came  to  him,  to  come  to  his 
matter  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  that  he  went  into  the 
Colonel’s  chamber,  and  Ann  Bond  was  in  bed  with  him,  that 
the  fervant  opening  the  door  he  went  in,  and  fhe  turning  afide 
the  bed-cioaths,  put  her  legs  out  of  the  bed,  came  out  in  her 
fhift,  took  up  her  cloaths  under  her  arm,  and  dropping  him  a 
curtefy  as  fhe  patted  by,  went  into  another  room  to  drefs  her. 
He  added,  that  he  was  at  the  Colonel’s  feveral  times,  and 
the  was  very  familiar  with  him,  and  that  he  afked  her  how 
ike  liked  him  ?  And  fhe  anfwered,  that  her  matter  was  very 
kind  to  her  ;  that  he  afked  her  concerning  his  performance, 
and  (he  faid,  upon  her  word,  he  was  incapable.  Being 
afked  by  the  council,  what  he  was?  He  anfwered,  he  was  a 
faddler,  and  had  made  the  Colonel  fome  faddles.  He  was  like- 
wife  afked,  what  urgent  bufinefs  it  was  that  fhouid  bring  him 
there  to  ditturb  a  gentleman  fo  early  in  the  morning  ?  He  re¬ 
plied,  that  one  of  the  Colonel’s  horfes  had  broke  his  halter  5 
upon  which,  he  was  afked,  if  he  could  not  have  fitted  his 
horfe  with  a  halter,  without  ditto rbing  the  colonel  himfelf? 
To  which  he  replied,  the  colonel  had  often  ftruck  out  articles 
in  bis  bill,  for  want  of  verbal  orders. 

Than  as  Cooper  depofed,  That  he  had  been  In  Flanders,  and 
upon  his  arrival  at  Dover,  a  meiTage  came  to  him,  to  come 
to  the  colonel,  fo  he  rode  poft,  and  came  to  the  colonel’s 
houfe,  and  lay  there,  and  being  called  up  in  the  morning  by 
his  fervants,  he  went  into  the  colonel’s  bedchamber,  and 
there  he  faw  the  profecutor  fitting  upright  in  the  bed,  with  her 
petticoats  about  her  ;  and  he  withdrew,  that  fhe  mi^ht  drefs 
herfelf.  He  being  afked,  what  time  this  was  ?  He  replied, 
that  it  was  on  a  1  hurfday.  Being  afked*  what  Thurfday  ? 
He  faid,  in  October,  be  could  not  be  exa£l  as  to  the  day  of 
tke  month,  without  he  had  his  journal  ;  but  he  knew 
that  he  came  from  Flanders  the  beginning  of  O&ober, 
.  the 
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the  firfl  or  fecond,  and  that  he  was  about  twelve  hours  in  his 
paffage  to  Dover  ;  that  the  meffa 
that  on  Wednefday  he  arrived  in 
and  the  next  morning,  which  wa 
fecutor  in  bed  with  the  colonel. 

The  council  for  the  profecutor  obferved,  that  he,  this  evi¬ 
dence,  fwore  to  eighteen  or  nineteen  days  before  file  came  to 
the  colonel's  houfe:  being  afked,  if  he  was  certain  as  to  the 
time?  He  then  replied,  No,  he  did  not  know  what  quef- 
tions  he  fiiould  be  afked,  hJ(d  not  brought  his  journal,  arvl 
therefore  could  not  be  certain  as  to  the  time. 

Mary  White  depofed,  The  morning  that  Mrs.  Rond  went 
away,  file  brought  the  colonel’s  breeches  to  him  about  two  of 
the  clock  ;  that  the  colonel  went  out  about  fix,  and  returned 
about  ten,  and  miffed  his  money ;  and  then  ordered  Mr. 
Gordon  to  call  up  Ann  Bond,  and  faid,  that  it  muft  be  ei¬ 
ther  herfelf,  this  evidence,  or  file,  that  took  it,  there  being 
nobody  elfe  in  the  room,  and  defired  Ann  Bond  to  own  it, 
telling  her,  that  if  file  would,  he  would  not  fend  word  down 
into  the  country  ;  that  (he  faid,  file  could  not  own  what  fine 
knew  nothing  of;  and  the  colonel  ordered  her  cloaths  to  be 
kept,  and  herfelf  to  be  turned  out  of  doors :  being  afked, 
what  time  the  colonel  faid  he  miffed  his  money  ?  She  faid,  (lie 
believed  he  faid,  it  was  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock ; 
being  afked  where  file  was  from  the  time  the  colonel  got  up, 
to  the  time  he  went  out  ?  She  faid,  in  the  hall  upon  the  fame 
floor.  Being  alfo  afked,  if  (he  heard  the  profecutor  cry  out? 
She  anfwered.  No.  Being  afked  what  colour  the  colonel’s 
breeches  were,  that  Ann  Bond  was  faid  to  bring  to  him  ? 
She  anfwered,  black,  as  file  thought. 

Mr.  Hambleton  depofed,  That  he  came  to  the  colonel’s 
to  put  up  fome  curtains,  he  being  an  upholder,  that  this  was 
about  nine  o’clock,  and  the  colonel  faid,  he  miffed  fome 
money  ;  that  he  had  fifty  guineas  in  his  pocket  lafi:  night; 
and  had  loft  twenty  of  them,  and  bid  Mr.  Gordon  call  all 
the  fervants  up,  and  that  he,  this  evidence,  faw  two  (hillings 
lying  upon  the  couch. 

The  profecutor  called  the  following  perfons  to  her  character; 
Mr.  Bell  depofed,  That  Ann  Bond  had  lived  with  him 
about  a  year,  and  during  that  time,  behaved  herfelf  very 
honeftly,  and  very  modeftly,  and  that  he  takes  her  to  be  as 
honeft,  modefi  a  young  woman  as  ever  came  into  a  family; 
that  fhe  came  to  him  the  beginning  of  July,  1727,  and  alfo, 
that  (he  behaved  herfelf  very  religioufly,  and  when  at  any 
time  fhe  could  not  go  to  church,  (he  always  had  fome  good 
bopk  in  her  hand. 

L  2  Mrs. 


ge  came  to  him  on  Tuefday 
London,  lay  at  the  colonel’s, 
s  "1  hurfday,  he  faw  the  pro- 
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Mrs.  Bell  depofed,  That  fhe  knew  the  profecutor  in  thq 
country,  and  had  brought  her  out  or  Lancashire  from  her 
friends,  and  that  fhe  was  always  very  mod  eft,  and  honeft  ; 
that  fhe  never  perceived  the  leaft  immodefty  by  her,  in  her 
life,  and  fhe  did  believe  her  to  be  a  very  honeft,  modeft  girl  ; 
and  being  afked,  if  fhe  thought  fhe  would  forfwear  herfelf, 
to  take  a  man’s  life  away  ?  She  anfwered.  No. 

Mr.  Harwood  depofed,  fhe  lived  with  him,  at  Clapham, 
nine  months,  and  behaved  vegy  well  during  that  time  ; 
and  the  reafon  fhe  went  from  him  was,  Becaufe  fhe  could 
not  bear  the  rudenefs  of  fome  watermen  :  that  fhe  behaved 
herfelf  very  modeftly  and  foberly,  and  kept  her  church  very 
confhntly,  and  he  did  believe  her  to  be  a  very  modeft,  fober 
,  young  woman,  that  would  by  no  means  forfwear  herfelf  to 
take  away  any  man’s  life  :  that  fhe  went  from  him  to  Mr. 
Allen,  and  there  alfo  behaved  herfelf  modeftly,  and  honeftly, 
and  he  believed  he  would  have  been  here,  had  he  not  been  hin¬ 
dered  by  illnefs  ;  file  came  from  thence  not  for  any  mi  (be¬ 
haviour,  but  by  reafon  of  other  matters  that  were  not 
agreeable  to  her.  The  jury,  after  a  full  hearing,  went  out, 
and  brought  in  their  verbid  guilty.  Death. 

But  by  the  intei'pofttion  of  the  Earl  of  Wemys,  and  other 
*  friends,  a  pardon  was  obtained,  the  colonel  having  made  a 
handfome  fcttlement  on  Ann  Bond  for  life. 

About  this  time,  there  was  publifhed  a  metzzotinto  print  of 
Colonel  Francifco,  ftanding  in  the  bar,  with  his  thumbs  tied, 
and  under  the  picture  thefe  verfes : 

c  a  “*  ’  4  i  v 

(D  LOOD  !  muft  a  colonel,  with  a  lord’s  eftate. 

Be  thus  obnoxious  to  a  fcoundrel’s  fate  ? 

Brought  to  the  bar,  and  fen  fenc'd  from  the  bench*, 

Only  (o*  ravifhinga  country  wench  ? 

Shall  men  of  honour  meet  no  more  refped  ? 

Shall  their  diverfions  thus  by  laws  be  check’d  ? 

Shall  they  b’  accountable  to  fancy  juries 
For  this  or  t’other  pleafure  ?  Hell  and  furies  ! 

What  man  thro’  villainy  would  run  a  courfe. 

And  ruin  families  without  remorfe. 

To  heap  up  riches — if,  when  all  is  done, 

An  ignominious  death  he  cannot  Ihun  ? 

Edinburgh^ 
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Edinburgh,  February  29.  x 731-2.  “  On  the  twenty- 

fourth  died  Col.  rrancis  Charteris,  of  Amsfield,  in  his" 
fifty- feveuth  year  ;  defcended  from  an  ancient  and  honour¬ 
able  family  in  this  county.  He  married  Mrs.  Helen  Swinton, ; 
daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Swinton,  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter,  married  to  the  right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Wemys, 
to  whofe  fecond  fon  he  has  ieft  the  bulk  of  his  plentiful  ellate, 
and  great  portions  to  2JI  the  other  children  ;  with  feveral  le¬ 
gacies  to  friends  and  relations.” 

Soon  after  this  news,  the  following  Epitaph  was  publilhed 
in  feveral  public  papers. 

EPITAPH. 

tl  ERE  lieth  the  body  of  colenel 
3  Don  FRANCISCO; 

Who  with  an  inflexible  confiancy. 

And  inimitable  uniformity  of  life, 

Perfifted,  in  fpight  of  age  and  infirmity. 

In  the  pradice  of  every  human  vice. 

Excepting  prodigality  and  hypocrify  ; 

His  infatiable  avarice 
Exempting  him  from  the  firft. 

And  his  matchlefs  impudence 
From  the  latter. 

Nor  was  he  more  fingular 
In  that  undeviating  vicioufnefs  of  life. 

Than  fuccefsful  in  accumulating  wealth  5 

Having 

Without  trull  of  public  money,  bribe. 

Worth,  fervice,  trade  or  profelfion. 

Acquired,  or  rather  created 
A  minillerial  ellate. 

Among  the  Angularities  of  his  life  and  fortune 

Be  it  likewife  commemorated. 

That  he  was  the  only  perfon  in  his  time 

*Who  would  cheat  without  the  malk  of  honelly; 

Who  could  retain  his  primaeval  meannefs 

After  being  poflefs’d  of  10,000  pounds  a  year; 

And  who,  having  done,  every  day  of  his  life. 

Something  worthy  of  a  gibbet 

Was  once  condemn’d  to  one 

For  wjpat  he  had  not  done, 

<• 


Think 
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Think  not,  indignant  reader. 

His  life  ufelef®  to  mankind  : 
PROVIDENCE 
Favour’d,  or  rather  connived  at. 
His  execrable  defigns. 

That  he  might  remain 
To  this  and  future  ages, 

A  confpicuous  proof  and  example 
Of  how  fmall  eftimation 
Exorbitant  wealth  is  held  in  the  fight 
Of  the  ALMIGHTY, 

By  his  bellowing  it  on 
The  moft  unworthy 
Of  all  the  defendants 
Of  Adam. 


FERD’NANDO  SHRIMPTON  and  ROBERT  DRUM¬ 
MOND,  for  Murder  and  RobberRies,  February 
I729-3O. 

T?ERDIN  ANDO  SHRIMPTON  and  Robert  Drummond, 
H  alias  Fryer,  alias  Bell,  of  St.  John,  Hackney,  were  in¬ 
dited  for  the  murder  of  Simon  Probent;  Shrimpton  by  giving 
him  with  a  bullet,  difeharged  from  a  piftol,  one  mortal  wound 
in  the  arm,  of  the  length  of  half  an  inch,  and  depth  of  three 
inches,  January  12,  and  Drummond,  by  being  prefent,  aid¬ 
ing  and  abetting  him  in  the  Laid  murder. 

They  were  a  fecond  time  indidled  for  aftaulting  oamuel 
Tyfon,  Efq;  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and 
taking;  from  him  a  filver  watch,  and  ten  (hillings  jan.  12. 

William  Shrimpton.  About  twelve  o’clock  on  Sunday 
night,  I  was  with  the  prifoners  in  Kingfland-Road,  they 
were  on  horfeback,  and  I  was  on  foot.  We  feeing  a  light, 
made  towards  it.  Ferdinando  Shrimpton  rode  tfp  to  the  cha¬ 
riot,  and  fired  a  piftol.  Drummond  rode  up  too,  in  order  to 
take  the  gentleman’s  money,  but  his  horfe  would  not  go  near 
enough  ;  upon  which  Shrimpton  went  to  the  chariot-fide,  and 
faid,  D — n  you,  your  money,  your  watch,  and  your  rings. 
I  was  upon  the  caufe-way,  and  he  bid  me  difmount  the  gentle¬ 
man’s  fervant,  but  the  lad  tumbled  oifi  the  horfe  -  and  tnen  I 
mounted,  and  we  all  rode  away.  We  foon  afterwards  took  off 
thefaddk,  and  turned  the  horfe  loofe  in  the  road,  and  then  we 
yyent  to  Drummond’s  houfe  in  Rag-Fair,  where  we  lhared  the 

1  2  booty  5 
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booty ;  we  valued  the  watch  at  forty-five  Shillings.  Drum¬ 
mond  kept  it,  and  allowed  us  fifteen  {hillings  a  piece  out  of  it; 
but  then  he  faid,  we  muft  pay  ourfhare  of  a  quarter’s  rent  of 
his  houfe,  which  we  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tyfin.  On  the  twelfth  of  January  at  night,  as  1 1 
was  going  home  in  my  chariot  with  a  light,  I  heard  a  piflol 
go  off.  I  let  down  the  window  to  fee  what  was  the  matter, 
when  two  men  came  to  the  chariot,  and  faid,  D — n  you,  your 
watch  and  your  money.  I  delivered  both,  and  then  they  de¬ 
manded  my  rings;  but  I  put  my  hand  out  of  the  chariot,  and 
told  them  I  wore  none.  -There  was  another  man  belonging  to 
them,  but  he  was  on  foot,  and  he  mounted  my  fervant’s 
horfe,  and  then  one  of  them  faid,  D — n  }rou,  come  away. 
The  horfe  came  home  next  day.  My  fervant  was  Ihot  in  the 
arm,  and  died  in  eight  days  after. 

John  Parrey.  When  the  prifoners  were  brought  to  the 
county  gaol  of  Surry,  the  watch,  that  was  owned  by  Mr. 
Tyfon,  was  found  upon  Drummond,  who  faid,  that  he 
bought  it  at  a  public-houfe  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Robinfon,  a  furgeon.  The  deceafed  was  in  good 
health  before  he  received  the  wound  in  his  arm;  but 
that,  as  I  believe,  threw  him  into  a  fever,  which  ended  in  his 
death. 

The  jury  found  them  guilty  of  both  indidments.  Death . 


They  were  a  third  time  indifled  for  afiaulting  Robert  Fur- 
nell  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him 
a  gelding  value  twelve  pounds,  a  whip,  a  filver-watch, 
a  guinea  and  a  half,  and  fome  filver,  Jan.  18. 

Mr.  Furnell.  As  I  was  riding  from  Hammerfmith  to 
Turnham-Green,  three  men  came  up  and  bid  me  ffand. 
They  robbed  me  of  a  guinea  and  a  half,  my  watch  and  whip. 
I  think  William  Shrimpton  took  my  money,  and  Ferdinando 
Shrimpton  my  whip.  The  third  man  was  of  the  fize  of 
Drummond.  When  this  was  done,  one  of  them  faid  to  me, 
D— n  you,  yours  is  a  good  horfe.  I  defired  them  not  to  take 
iny  horfe  ;  but  they  replied,  D — n  you,  there’s  a  horfe  for 
you.  And  fo  they  left  me  one  of  their  horfes,  which  was  a 
little  bigger  than  a  jack-afs,  and  then  they  went  off.  After 
this  I  heard  that  fix  or  feven  waggons  had  been  robbed,  and 
that  three  men  were  taken  up  on  that  account  at  Weybridge. 
I  went  thither  to  make  enquiry,  and  found  my  horfe  at  an  inn 
there,  and  my  watch  at  fquire  Hopton’s*  /  But  ujp demanding 

that 
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that  the  men  were  in  Southwark,  I  went  thither,  and  met 

with - Shrimpton,  who  laid  to  me.  We  gave  you  a 

little  horfe  that  we  had  taken  from  a  drover  that  night. 

TP  ill  Shrimpton .  I  and  the  two  prifoners  being  on  the  road 
between  Adton  and  Turnham-Green,  we  heard  two  men 
riding  along,  upon  which  we  rode  up  to  them.  Ferdinando 
Shrimpton  robbed  the  profecutor  of  his  mon«y,  watch,  and 
horfe,  and  Drummond  r  'bbed  the  other  man,  and  then 
we  rid  towards  Brentford ;  but  they  gave  me  no  ftiare  of  the 
money. 

The  jury  found  them  guilty. 

They  were  a  fourth  time  indited  for  affaulting  Jonathan 
Cockup  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking 
from  him  a  bay  gelding,  value  ten  pounds,  two  hampers* 
iiv'e  roafting  pigs,  and  feveral  fpare-ribs,  and  joints  of  pork, 

Jan.  14* 

Jonathan  Cockup .  On  the  fourteenth  of  January,  about 
fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  I  was  robbed  near  the  Halfway - 
Houfein  Hampftead-Read  by  the  prifoners  and  W.  Shrimpton. 

I  was  going  to  London  with  my  goods,  and  defired  them 
not  to  rob  a  poor  man  :  but  they  fwore,  D— n  you,  we  will 
take  your  horfe  and  all  that  you  have.  And  becaufe  I  did  not 
let  go  my  horfe’s  bridle  readily,  one  of  them  ftruck  me  fuch 
a  blow  on  the  fide  of  my  face*  near  my  eye,  that  it  made  the 
fire  fly  out  of  my  eye.  Then  he  drove  away  my  horfe  with 
my  panniers,  pigs,  fpare-ribs,  and  other  pork.  1  afterwards 
heard  at  Chefhunt,  that  three  men  were  taken  up  at  Weybridge. 
I  went  thither,  and  found  my  horie. 

Will*  Shrimpton .  The  prifoners  and  I  robbed  this  man 
on  Wednefday  morning,  as  he  has  fworn.  Ferdinando 
Shrimpton  drove  the  man’s  horfe  fo  faft  before  him,  that 
the  panniers  turned  round  under  his  belly,  upon  which  we 
took  out  the  pigs  and  pork,  and  left  the  panniers  in  the  road, 
Drummond  kept  the  profecutor’s  horfe  till  we  were  taken  at 
Weybridge. 

John  Sirnonds.  On  the  nineteenth  of  January,  about  ten 
in  the  morning,  I  was  informed  that  there  were  three  fuf- 
picious  perfons  at  the  Anchor  inn  at  W ey  bridge.  I  got  fame 
neighbours  to  affift  me,  and  providing  ourfelves  with  fire¬ 
arms,  and  other  weapons,  1  went  into  the  Anchor  inn  yard, 
and  left  my  friends  Handing  at  the  gate.  I  found  the  men  had 
paid  their  reckoning,  and  were  juft  going  aw>ay,  upon  which 
I  ftepped  immediately  to  the  liable,  and  locked  the  door,  and 
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put  the  key  in  my  pocket.  When  they  found  the  door  faff, 
they  begun  to  fwear  for  their  horfes.  I  told  them  they  could 
not  have  their  horfes  till  they  had  given  an  account  of  them- 
felves,  my  affiflanfs  coming  up  with  their  arms,  the  rogues 
Went  into  the  room  they  came  out  of,  we  pufhed  in  after, 
arid  apprehended  them.  And  fearcbing  about,  we  found  four 
piftols  and  a  watch  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  we  carried  them, 
With  their  piftols  arid  the  watch,  before  Juftice  Hopton,  who 
committed  them  to  prifon. 

Thejury  found  them  guilty.  Death. 

William  Shrimpton ,  the  evidence  again#  thefe  prifoners* 
Was,  at  the  next  feffions,  which  was  in  April,  1730,  tried 
for  robbing, -(with  Ferdinando  Shrimpton,  and  Robert  Drum¬ 
mond,  alias  Fryer)  Richard  Pridgeon,  and  Edward  Powney, 
in  Stepney-Fields,  Jan.  13,  about  ten  at  night:  he  was  found' 
guilty  of  both  indictments,  and  received  fentence  of  death  % 
but  was  afterwards  reprieved. 

The  Ordinary's  Account  bf  Ferdinando  Shrimpton? 

and  Robert  Drummond. 

Ferdinando  Shrimpton,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  fchool  in  reading  and  writing,  and  the  neceflary 
principles  of  chriftianity.  FI  is  father  was  one  of  the  greateft 
highwaymen  in  England,  which  profeffioh  he  followed  for 
many  years  ;  and  although  lie  lived  in  Briftol,  yet  he  was  not 
known  to  be  a  perfon  that  ufed  to  collect  on  the  highway. 
But  as  fome  conftahles  were  going  into  a  public  inn,  in  queft 
of  fome  other  fufpicious  perfons,  Shrimpton,  confcious  of  his 
own  guilt,  thought  they  fought  for  him,  and  rafhly  taking 
out  a  piftol,  he  fhot  one  of  the  officers  dead,  and  at  the  next 
affizes  he  was  tried  and  convicted  of  murder.  He  cxpreiTed 
a  great  regret  for  this,  and  declared  it  was  upon  a  miftake  he 
murdered  the  man,  as  thinking  they  had  come  to  take  him  up 
for  innumerable  robberies,  in  conlmifficn  of  which  he  had 
ufed  people  civilly,  which  was  the  reafon  of  his  pairing  un- 
dilcovered  many  years.  He  was  hanged  in  chains  at  Briftol. 
So  we  fee  vice  as  well  as  virtue  often  runs  in  the  blood  5  for  the 
fon  did  not  refolve  to  be  long  behind  his  father. 

He  was  hot  put  to  any  trade,  but  being  of  a  good  fize, 
fervcd  as  a  foldier,  and  when  his  pay  could  not  ferve  his  ex¬ 
travagant  demands,  he  made  the  highway  make  up  the  de~ 
I3  M  ficiency. 
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ficiency.  He  robbed  a  gentleman  on  Houn flow  Heath  lately. 
This  perfon  went  to  the  New-Goal  in  Southwark,  and  upon 
payment  of  a  guinea,  Shrimpton  and  Drummond  told  him 
where  he  might  recover  his  horfe,  but  they  would  not  tell  him 
any  thing  of  his  watch,  for  fear  of  bringing  the  Pawnbroker 
to  trouble.  Wh  n  under  fen  fence,  upon  delire  of  that  per¬ 
fon,  I  afked  Shrimpton  about  the  watch,  and  told  him  it 
was  his  duty  to  reilore  flolen  goods.  He  would  not  trull  a 
dranger,  for  fear  of  difobliging  the  Pawnbroker  ;  but  fent  his 
wife,  who  immediately  brought  the  watch  upon  delivery  of 
thirty- four  {hillings  to  the  Paid  pawnbroker.  Shrimpton  re- 
flored  the  watch,  and  then  was  in  a  rage,  and  fwore  be- 
caufe  the  perfon  gave  him  but  half-a-crown  inflead  of  a  gui¬ 
nea,  as  had  been  promifed  :  but  the  gentleman  not  having 
known  any  thing  of  the  thirty-four  {hillings  upon  the  watch, 
did  not  think  himfelf  bound  to  pay  twenty-one  {hillings  more. 
Shrimpton  was  enraged,  and  behaved  very  indecent  one  day 
in  the  chapel  upon  this  account,  for  whi  h  he  was  threatened 
by  the  keepers  ;  and  all  that  can  be  {aid  upon  this  head  is, 
that  the  biter  was  bit.  Upon  a  Sunday  he  fpoke  rudely  to 
fome  gentlemen  prisoners,  for  looking  or  pointing  at  him,  as 
he  fuppofed.  And  when  I  difcourfed  or  preached  upon  mur¬ 
der,  although  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  moll  vile  and  inexcus¬ 
able  murder,  he  laughed  and  talked  to  his  companions,  and 
made  little  or  nothing  of  all  the  villanies  he  had  committed. 
He  appeared  always  very  defirous  of  devotion  and  indrudtion, 
and  was  earned  to  come  up  to  chapel,  and  behaved  himfelf 
decently.  After  all  that  could  be  Paid  upon  ccnfeffing  his 
fins,  he  laid  it  down  for  a  fixed  rule,  that  he  would  confefs 
nothin  i.  Pie  was  an  audacious,  dubborn,  cruel,  and  unad- 
vifable  fellow. 

Robert  Drummond  was  about  forty-eight  or  fifty  years  of 
age,  of  honed  parents,  who  gave  him  indifferent  education.  He 
dealt  in  bard-wares  ;  married  a  wife,  and  lived  in  fome  town 
about  Sunderland,  in  pretty  good  reputation  for  fome  years  ; 
but  being  of  an  unfettled  difpofition,  he  took  himfelf  to  the 
highway,  and  all  manner  of  extravagancies.  He  was  taken 
up  and  tranfported  for  his  crimes,  but  he  returned  from  tranf* 
portation,  continued  in  his  former  wicked  courfes,  and  was 
one  of  the  mod  forward  and  mifehievous  robbers  in  England 
for  many  years.  His  brother  James  Drummond  was,  by  his 
advice,  perfuaded  to  go  and  rob  upon  the  highway,  and  for 
the  fir  it  two  fadts,  he  never  having  done  any  more,  he  was 
taken  up,  convidted,  and  executed  about  three  months  ago. 
He  and  Shrimpton  having  been  of  a  fize  with  Wed  wood  and 

Now  land, 
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Nowland,  were  blamed  for  a  robbery  for  which  they  were  lately 
executed.  This  they  did  not  pofitively  deny,  only  faid,  they 
could  not  commit  all  the  robberies  in  the  country.  At  this 
rate,  Drummond  was  the  ruin,  not  only  of  his  own,  but  his 
brother’s  family,  and  fome  others.  Drummond  and  Shrimp- 
ton  were  partners  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  both  of  them 
were  of  a  lavage  and  cruel  temper.  They  ufed  to  {hoot 
{harp  (hot  at  any  perfon  that  rode  or  ran  away  from  them  ; 
and  it  was  in  this  defperate  way  that  Shrimpton  wounded  Mr. 
Tyfon’s  coachman.  They  defired  William  Shrimpton  to  go 
in  their  company  to  Lambeth  upon  Twelfth-day  lad,  and  as 
he  walked  along  the  road,  though  he  knew  not  any  thing  of 
their  intent,  nor  had  any  arms,  they  threatened  to  murder 
him  if  he  did  not  affift.  They  attacked  the  fir  ft  perfon  they 
met. 

William  Shrimpton  was  firft  coufin  to  Ferdinando  Shrimp¬ 
ton,  and  after  this  he  went  along  with  them  in  all  their  ad¬ 
ventures,  till  all  three  were  taken.  I  afked  William,  who 
now  lies  under  fentence  of  death  for  other  fa&s,  what  num¬ 
ber  of  robberies  they  had  committed  in  that  fhort  time  ?  He 
faid,  that  he  could  not  tell,  for  Ferdinando  and  Drummond 
drove  furioufly,  and  added  more  like  madmen  than  creatures 
endowed  with  reafon.  They  went  abroad  like  a  roaring  lion, 
feeking  whom  they  might  devour,  and  commonly  robbed 
nine  or  ten  in  a  night ;  and  they  ruined  William  Shrimpton, 
a  young  fellow,  at  once,  by  forcing  him  to  commit  robberies, 
and  he  could  not  get  off  again  till  they  were  all  taken  ;  and 
then  he  became  an  evidence  againfl  the  other  two. 

Drummond  by  no  means  could  be  perfuaded  to  come  to 
chapel.  When  I  urged  him  to  confefs  his  fins,  which  he 
was  refolved  not  to  do,  and  to  attend  the  public  worfhip  of 
God,  he  flew  into  a  paflion.  He  was  one  of  the  bolded: , 
mod:  obftinate  and  felf-wfll'ed  malefactors  I  ever  faw,  and  had 
few  dgns  of  repentance. 

At  the  place  of  execution,  D.ummond  and  Shrimpton 
were  two  of  the  mod:  unconcerned  and  obdurate  of  any  I  have 
feen,  and  continued  fo  to  the  lad.  They  went  off  the  dage, 
(adding  nothing  to  their  former  confefiions)  crying  out  with  a 
loud  voice,  Lord  have  mercy  upon  our  fouls. 


They  were  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Friday,  April  17, 
1730. 
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4  ’UGH  NORTON,  alias  Horton,  was  indicted  for  af- 
faulting  Stephen  Croudier  on  the  highway,  putting  him 
in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  forte)  gelding,  value  five 
pounds,  the  property  or  Thomas  Auftwick,  a  mail,  value 
tout  pounds ;  and  fifty  leather  bags,  value  five  pounds  ;  the 
property  of  our  fovereign  lord  the  king,  March  1. 

Stephen  Crouch, r.  As  I  was  going  with  the  Briftol  and 
Gloucefter  mail,  a  man  came  out  of  a  gate-way  near 
Knighdbridge,  and  catching  hold  of  my  horfe’s  bridle,  bid 
me  (land.  I  told  him  he  was  miftaken,  for  1  was  but  a  pofl- 
boy.  I  know  what  you  are,  fays  he,  and  you  muff  come 
along  with  me,  and  if  you  cry  out,  or  fpeak  a  word,  before 
you  tell  me  which  is  the  Biifrol  bag,  Pj]  kill  you.  So  he  led 
me  to  the  further  fide  of  a  field,  where  he  pulled  me  off  the 
horfe,  and  took  off  the  mail,  and  either  unbuckled,  or  cut 
it  open,  I  cannot  fay  which  ;  but  he  had  a  knife  in  his  hand, 
and  a  fack  lay  by  him.  He  took  out  feveral  bags,  and  put 
them  into  the  fack.  Then  he  tied  me,  and  took  off  the  bin- 
tier  mafi-pin  and  crupper,  and  laid  the  fack  upon  the  fore 
mail -pin,  and  was  going  to  get  up  ;  but  he  came  to  me  again, 
and  paid ,  he  had  not  tied  me  faft  enough,  and  lo  he  tied  my 
hands  behind  me,  and  threatening  to  kill  me,  if  I  offered 
to  ft ir  before  the  people  came  to  fetch  the  oxen  out  of 
the  ground,  fie  got  upon  the  horfe,  and  rid  away  with  the 
bags.  r  ' 

Court .  What  time  was  this  ? 

C .  i  he  firft  of  March;  about  four  in  the  mom- 

ing. 

Pr  if  oner.  Do  you  know  me  to  be  the  man  P 

6,6.  i  cannot  fwear  that;  but,  as  to  his  flat ure  and  fize, 
and  voice,  they  were  very  like  yours. 

p rifoner .  What  coat  had  the  man  on  ? 

0.6.  A  great  coat,  with  the  cape  buttoned  over  the 
lower  part  of  his  face,  and  his  hat  flapping  over  the  upper  part. 
As  to  the  colour  of  his  coat,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  what  it 
was  ;  for  it  was  a  dark  night,  and  it  mowed  very  hard,  fo 
tpat  the  coat  was  aim  off  covered  with  I  now. 

Daniel  Burton .  The  pnfoner  and  I  both  lodged  in  the 
ihOu»e  01  one  Mr.  .Marlow.  I  he  pnfoner  had  often  ioli cited 
me  to  go  along  with  him  to  rob  the  Briftol  mail ;  telling  me, 

that 
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that  as  we  were  both  fhort  of  money,  it  was  better  to  go 
out,  and  raife  fome  by  robbing  the  mail,  which  he  faid  might 
very  eafily  be  done,  there  being  only  a  boy  with  it  ;  and  then 
we  fhould  be  made  for  ever:  but  I,  not  liking  the  prooofal 
would  not^agree  to  it.  I  was  afterwards  in  the  company  of 
one  Mr.  Mafon,  who  told  me,  that  the  prifoner  was  but  an 
indifferent  fort  of  a  man,  and  had  been  the  ruin  of  him. 
The  prifoner  likewife  propofed  to  me  to  rob  Mrs.  Marlow* 
fome  night  when  fhe  went  out ;  but  I  acquainted  Mr.  Marlow 
and  his  wne,  that  fhe  was  in  great  danger,  if  fhe  went  out  at 
night;  and  told  them;  if  they  did  not  turn  him  away,  I 
would  go  away  myfelf,  and  upon  that,  they  turned  him  out, 
though  at  that  time  he  owed  Mr.  Marlow  five  pounds, 
ten  fhillirgs.  He  came  feveral  times  after  to  the  houfe, 
and  Ml  Marlow  told  him,  if  he  would  pay  the  five  pounds 
in  a  month’s  time,  lie  would  abate  him  the  ten  (hillings. 

L.ow't.  W  hat  time  was  it  when  the  prifoner  propofed  to 
rob  the  mail  ? 

i.  '.  1j .  i  he  nr'id  propofal  was  about  two  or  three  months 
ago  ;  but  he  propofed  it  feveral  times  afterwards. 

fVilliam  Marlow.  The  prifoner  lodged  with  me  about 
half  a  year,  and  owed  me  upwards  of  five  pounds.  And* 
being  gone  from  my  houfe,  he  came  again  on  Monday  the 
fee  on  d  of  March,  in  the  morning,  and  knocked  at  the  door  5 
I  looked  out  at  the  window,  and  he  bid  me  come  down, 
which  1  did.  He  faid  he  was  come  to  pay  me  my  money. 
I  told  him  it  was  very  well  ;  and  then  he  gave  me  a  twenty 
pound  bank-note.  I,  not  having  money  enough  to  change 
it,  went  to  Mr.  Broad  head,  my  brewer.  The  prifoner  fbud 
in  the  tap-houfe,  while  I  went  into  the  compting-houfe  to 
iVdr.  firoadhead,  and  tnere  being  two  or  three  clerks  with 
him,  he  gave  the  bill  to  them,  and  afked  them  if  it  was  good? 
They  all  looked  on  it,  and  faid  it  was.  Then  he  gav°e  me 
the  money,  and  I  gave  the  prifoner  fifteen  pounds,  and  fet 
off  the  five  pounds  on  his  account. 

C .  On  what  occafion  did  you  give  the  prifoner  warning  to 
leave  your  houfe  ? 

IV.  M.  I  don’t  remember  particularly. 

O  Was  it  not  upon  the  information  that  Burton  gave  you 
of  the  prifoner’s  having  a  defign  to  rob  your  wife  ? 

IV.  M.  My  memory  is  bad,  and  I  cannot  be  cer¬ 
tain. 

Court ,  What  charadfer  have  you  heard  of  the  pri¬ 
foner  ?  3  v 
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TV.  M.  I  have  heard,  that  he  and  one  Mafon  were 
turned  out  of  the  guards  upon  fome  mifdemeanor. 

Henry  Bingley ,  clerk  to  Mr.  Broadhead.  On  Monday, 
the  fecond  of  March,  Mr.  Marlow  brought  a  twenty  pound 
bank-note  to  Mr.  Broadhead.  It  was  indorfed,  but  I  cannot 
fay  what  the  indorfement  was.  I  paid  this  note  away  to  one 
Mr.  King,  a  factor. 

James  King .  I  received  a  twenty  pound  bank-note  of  Mr. 
Bingley.  It  was  indorfed  I  think  thus,  Not  to  be  paid  till 
the  fifth.  I  paid  it  away  to  Mr.  Vicforine’s  man  in  Thames- 
flreet. 

William  Yates ,  fervant  to  Mr.  Vidlorine.  I  received  a 
twenty  pound  bank-note  of  Mr.  King,  indorfed.  To  be  paid 
the  fifth  of  March.  I  paid  it  to  MefT.  Knight  and  Jackfon’s 
man. 

Thomas  Swift.  I  received  this  twenty  pound  bank-note  of 
one  of  Mr.  Vidtorine’s  men  ;  but  1  cannot  fay  which  of 
them. 

The  note  being  produced  and  proved,  was  read  in  court. 
It  was  payable  To  Henry  Collet,  or  order,  twenty  pounds, 

lor  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England. - - 

And  indorfed,  Not  to  be  paid  till  the  fifth  of  March. - 

G  C. 

George  Clark.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  I 
inclofed  this  note  in  a  letter,  and  directed  it  to  Bath.  I  fent 
it  from  the  Crown-Tavern  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  to  the  poft- 
office. 

Francis  Collins.  I  received  this  letter  of  Mr.  Clark,  and 
delivered  it  at  the  poft-ofHce. 

William  Burleigh ,  and  Richard  Dickenfon.  Upon  fearch- 
ing  the  prifoner  in  the  board-room  at  the  poft-office,  we 
took  out  of  his  breeches,  between  the  lining  and  his  fkin, 
and  near  the  garter,  a  pocket-book,  or  cafe  with  bills  in  it. 
He  laid  that  he  found  the  cafe  and  the  bibs  in  Covent- 
Garden.  He  had  two  guineas,  a  moidore,  and  fome  filver  in 
his  pockets. 

Mr  Jones.  When  I  took  the  prifoner,  to  the  befi:  of  my 
remembrance,  he  laid  that  he  found  the  notes  in  Lincoln’s-Inn, 
or  Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, 

Mr.  Langley ,  turnkey  of  Newgate.  When  the  prifoner 
was  brought  to  our  houfe,  (Newgate)  I  fearched  him,  and 
found  three  bank  notes,  and  five  fifty  pound  notes  of  Mr. 
Hoare’s  upon  him.  I  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Archer. 

This  was  confirmed  by  Mr,  Archer. 
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Woodford  Moore.  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  9 
J  mclofed  two  twenty  pound  notes  in  a  letter,  which  I  di¬ 
rected  to  Mrs.  Martin  at  Bath,  and  delivered  it  to  Mrs* 
Gibfon. 

Elizabeth  Gibfon.  I  received  that  letter  of  Mr.  Moore, 
and  gave  it  to  the  poftman. 

Thomas  Egglefton .  Mrs.  Gibfon  gave  me  three  let¬ 
ters  ;  I  put  them  into  the  bag,  and  fent  them  to  the  poll- 
office. 

Thomas  Gregory.  I  took  out  a  bank  bill  of  exchange,  in 
February,  at  the  bank,  ;  nd  got  a  friend  to  enclofe  it  in  a  let¬ 
ter,  and  directed  it  to  Mr.  Chandler,  and  defired  a  perfon  to 
go  with  me  to  fee  it  put  in.  This  was  one  of  the  three  bills 
that  was  taken  upon  the  prifoner  by  Lang  'ey. 

Mr.  Wayte.  I  put  this  letter  in  the  poft  office,  and  this 
note  was  enclofed. 

William  Gore.  I  had  thefe  five  fifty  pound  notes  from 
Mr.  Hoare,  and,  on  Saturday  the  twenty-eighth  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  I  enclofed  them  in  a  letter,  directed  to  Mr.  Ri¬ 
chard  Evans,  at  Briftoi,  and  put  them  into  the  bag  at  Lincoln  V 
Jnn-Gate. 

Bryan  Hall.  I  carried  the  letters  to  the  Temple,  and 
delivered  them  at  the  window  in  Temple-Lane,  to  Robert 
Jones. 

Robert  Jones.-  I  belong  to  the  receiving- office.  I  received 
the  letters,  and  put  them  in  a  bag,  and  delivered  them  to 
Alexander  Rofe,  to  carry  to  the  poft-office. 

Alexander  Rofe.  I  received  the  bag  fealed  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  February,  and  carried  it  fealed  to  the  poiF - 
office. 

Mr.  Houghton.  The  bill  that  was  found  in  the  pocket- 
book  was  in  my  cuftody  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February. 
And,  calling  my  fervant  for  a  witnefs,  1  enclofed  it  in  a  letter, 
which  I  diredfed  to  Matthew  Wales,  in  Briftoi,  and  gave  it 
to  Mr.  Wallet,  to  put  into  the  poft-office.  , 

Mr.  Wallet.  I  faw  Mr.  Houghton  enclofe  the  bill,  and 
then  he  gave  the  letter  to  me,  and  I  delivered  it  in  at  the  poft- 
office. 

Sa?nuel  Betts.  I  taxed  the  bills  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
February,  and  put  the  Briftcl  letters  into  the  bag,  and  lb  de¬ 
livered  them  to  Charles  Davis. 

Charles  Davis .  I  affifted  in  forting  the  letters,  and  put 
them  into  the  bag,  and  delivered  it  fealed  to  Stephen  Crouchec, 
tbe  poft  boy. 


/ 


Mr.  Potts  * 
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Mr,  Potts.  I  fealed  all  the  bags  that  were  in  the  Brsflol 
mail,  and  buckled  it  up,  and  faw  it  delivered  to  the  po0> 
boy. 

Mr.  Jones .  On  the  fourteenth  of  March,  when  I 
fearched  the  prifoner’s  lodgings,,  I  found  in  a  trunk,  the  re¬ 
ceipt  he  had  of  Marlow  for  five  pounds,  and  feveral  flips  of 
leather,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  parts  of  the  bag  in  which  the 

Briftol  letters  were. 

Mr.  Crawley.  I  drefs  the  leather  for  the  poll-office. 
I  believe  thofe  flips  of  leather  belong  to  the  mail  ;  but, 
I  cannot  be  pofitive  that  they  were  part  of  the  poft-office 
bags. 

Mr.  Archer .  I  believe  thofe  flips  were  part  of  the  poffi- 
office  bags,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  of  the  marks  of  wax 
dropped  upon  it,  which  is  what  frequently,  if  not  always 

happens  in  fealing  them,  for  we  are  obliged  to  ufe  a  great  deal 
at  a  time.  <  } 

The  Prifoner’s  Defence . 

Pr  if  oner.  I  am  not  guilty  of  the  robbery,  for  I  really 
found  the  notes,  and  I  believe  this  is  a  trap  laid  for  me  by 
Daniel  Burton  :  I  have  witneiTes  to  prove  that  I  was  at  home 
When  the  mail  was  robbed. 

Elizabeth  Hales.  T.  he  prifoner  lodged  in  my  room,  and 
he  was  at  home  that  night  the  mail1  was  robbed.  He  came 
in  at  nine  o  clock  on  the  Saturday  nignt,  and  did  not  go  out 
of  my  room  till  fix  o’clock  on  the  Sunday  evening. 

C.  What  day  of  the  month  was  that  f 

Ee  H.  it  was  on  the  30 tby  or  31  ft  of  February  :  and  he  was 
at  home  all  the  day,  on  the  firft  of  March. 

C.  How  do  you  know  it  was  the  day  the  mail  was 
robbed  ? 

E.  H.  I  heard  the  people  talk  of  it  as  1  looked  out  of  my 
window  in  Long-Acre. 

6.  Flow  long  has  the  prifoner  lodged  in  your  room  ? 

E.  H.  Three  months  almoll. 

C.  Are  not  you  his  wife  ? 

E.  H.  No. 

C,  Did  you  not  fometimcs  go  by  his  name  ? 

E.  H.  No.  7 

C.  Have  you  two  beds  in  your  room  f 
E.  IT.  No. 

C.,  Did  not  you  ufe  to  He  together  then  ? 


E.  H.  When 
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E.  H.  When  he  went  to  bed,  fometimes  I  fat  up,  and 
fometimes  I  lay  down  upon  the  bed  ;  and,  when  i  went  to 
bed,  he  fat  up  fometimes,  and  fometimes - - 

C.  Went  to  bed  too  ! 

E.  H.  I  fat  up  modly,  becaufe  I  nurfed  his  child,  and  it 
had  been  Tick  a  fortnight.  And  in  particular  that  night  as  the 
mail  was  robbed  he  went  to  bed,  and  I  fat  up  all  night  in  the 
fame  room,  to  tend  the  child. 

Sarah  Andrews.  Having  fome  work  to  do  that  night  in 
hade,  I  went  about  fix  o’clock  to  my  filler  Elizabeth  Hales, 
(the  lad  witnefs)  to  get  her  to  help  me.  The  prifoner  came 
in  foon  after;  and  my  filter  and  I  worked  till  twelve  o’clock, 
and  then  we  both  went  to  bed,  and  the  prifoner  fat  up.  Amd 
when  I  waked  about  fix  in  the  morning,  I  found  him  fitting 
in  the  room  by  the  hre-hde.  I  (laid  there  -till  near  noon, 
and  then  went  home.  This  was  on  a  Sunday,  and  it  was  her 
majedy’s  birth  day. 

/ 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death . 

The  Ordinary’s  Account  of  Hugh  Horton. 

'  Hugh  Horton,  alias  Norton,  but  as  he  faid,  his  true  name 
was  Houghton,  about  forty-eight  years  of  age,  born  in  Lan- 
cafhire,  of  honed  parents,  who  gave  him  good  education  at 
fchool,  and  indruefed  him  in  religious  principles  ;  ferved  his 
time  to  a  wine-cooper,  and  behaved  himfelf  honedly  ;  was 
naturally  of  a  civil  difpofiuon,  and  for  fome  time  followed  his 
bufinefs,  and  was  encourag  d  :  but  in  queen's  Anne's  time  he 
was  pred  aboard  a  man  of  war,  where  he  ferved  in  the  dation 
of  a  midfbipman,  and  fometimes  as  gunner’s-mace.  And 
when  the  fhip  was  difeharged,  he  got  a  title  to  five  pounds  per 
annum,  out  of  the  peniloner’s  ched  at  Chatham.  He  married 
a  wife  in  London,  and  kept  houfe  at  the  other  end  of  the 
town  for  fome  years,  and  at  that  time  ferved  in  a  troop  of 
guards,  till  of  late,  about  ten  or  eleven  months  ago,  fome 
cloaths  of  confiderable  value  were  lod,  and  they  fufpe£fed 
Houghton  to  be  the  thief;  and  this  being  a  difhonourable  ac¬ 
tion,  unbecoming  a  foldier,  he  was  put  out  of  the  troop,  and, 
after  that,  being  put  to  his  fhifts,  and  out  of  all  bufinefs,  want¬ 
ing  money,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  it  may  be  prefum¬ 
ed,  that  he  thought  upon  fome  unlawful  means,  as  the  rea¬ 
died  way  to  provide*himfelf  with  money.  Fie  abfolutely  de¬ 
nied  that  he  committed  this  fa£t,  and  faid,  that  another  man 
13  N  •  had, 
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had,  fince  that  time,  acknowledged  himfelfthe  doer  of  it.  He 
faid,  that  he  had  always  lived  foberly,  that  he  was  a  good  huf- 
band,  and  provided  carefully  for  his  family  ;  that  he  went  to 
church,  and  fometimes  received  the  facrament.  He  ferved 
the  government  twelve  years  by  fea,  and  twelve  years  by  land. 

The  account  he  gave  of  the  crime  for  which  he  died,  was 
to  this  purpofe.  On  Sunday  the  ift  of  March,  as  he  was  crof- 
fing  Covent- Garden,  about  fix  or  feven  at  night,  he  found  a 
bundle  of  papers,  which  he  took  up,  and  looking  into  them, 
they  were  a  parcel  of  papers  belonging  to  the  Briftol  mail.  He 
foon  came  to  underfland,  that  the  fame  mail  was  robbed  on 
Sunday  morning;  and  then  he  having  diligently  perufed  the 
papers,  kept  forne,  which  he  thought  propereft  for  his  purpofe, 
and  he,  being  out  of  all  manner  of  bufinefs,  and  in  great  want, 
and  a  great  reward  promifed  to  the  difeoverer  of  the  faid  rob¬ 
bery,  he  durft  not  go  to  the  poft-office,  having  already  difpo- 
fed  of  a  2 oh  Bank  note,  out  of  which  he  paid  5I.  that  was 
owing  to  his  landlord  Mr.  Marlow.  And  therefore  enclofed 
in  a  fheet  of  paper,  the  reft  of  the  papers  thus  found  ;  direct¬ 
ed  them  to  the  poft-mafter  general,  laid  them  down  in  Lin- 
coln’s-Inn  bog-houfe,  and  they  were  carried  to  the  poft-office. 

He  refie&ed  much  on  the  evidence  againft  him.  Alledged 
that  he  had  often  advifed  him  to  adventure  upon  No  purchafe 
no  pay,  and  particularly  to  rob  the  Briftol  mail,  which  would 
make  their  fortune  at  once.  But  that  he  always  had  the  grace 
to  refill:  his  wicked  propofals.  This  was  the  fubftance  of  Mr. 
Burton’s  evidence  againft  him  reverfed.  He  pretended  to  dif- 
prove  the  evidence;  but  in  this  he  failed,  and  particularly  in 
alledging,  that  the  officers  and  others  of  the  life-guards  would 
appear  in  his  favour.  But  not  one  of  them  was  to  be  feen  in 
court,  but  one  gentleman,  whom  he  called  againft  his  will, 
and  who  did  him  more  harm  than  good  ;  for  he  declared  that 
he  ferved  in  the  troop  of  guards  with  him,  but  as  to  his  cha¬ 
racter,  he  knew  nothing  of  it,  fave  that  he  was  put  out  of  the 
troop  on  fufpicion  of  theft. 

He  reflected  upon  his  being  conviCted  upon  circumftances, 
without  pofitive  proof.  I  told  him,  that  it  was  altogether  im¬ 
probable,  that  any  perfon  who  had  hazarded  his  life  in  fuch  a 
wicked  and  dangerous  attempt,  as  attacking,  binding,  and 
threatning  to  murder  the  poft-boy,  and  carrying  away  the 
Briftol  mail ;  and  then  laying  it  down  any  where,  for  another 
to  reap  the  profit.  He  faid  that  they  had  laid  a  trap  for  him  ; 
but  could  not  pofitively  fay,  that  the  witnefles  bore  him 
any  ill,  only  he  mentioned  the  great  reward  laid  upon  his 
iiead. 


He 
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He  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  fullen  referved  temper.  He 
feemed  always  to  be  very  devout  and  ferious ;  declared  that  he 
lincerely  repented  of  all  his  fins,  and  died  in  peace  with  all 
mankind,  and  an  unworthy  member  of  the  church  of  England. 

7he  Morning  of  Execution. 

When  I  came  to  chapel,  in  order  to  recommend  the  con¬ 
demned  criminals  to  God,  as  ufual,  before  they  die,  they  told 
me,  that  this  morning  Hugh  Houghton  had  tied  the  fword- 
belt,  which  he  wore  about  him,  to  the  grate  of  the  cell  win¬ 
dow,  and  his  handkerchief  to  the  end  of  his  belt ;  and  that  he 
tied  his  neck  in  the  handkerchief,  and  had  his  hand  at  the 
handkerchief,  putting  it  in  order  to  ftrangle  himlblf.  That 
by  the  time  they  came  to  him,  he  wa?  dead,  although  they 
had  been  with  him  about  twenty  minutes  before,  when  he  was 
with  apparent  devotion,  praying,  2nd  Tinging  pfalms.  It  is  to 
be  feared  that  he  was  a  hypocrite,  and  that  little  of  what  he 
faid  can  be  believed. 

He  hanged  himfelf  ip  Newgate,  on  Sunday,  May  12,  173 0. 
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|OHN  YOUNG,  of  the  parifh  of  Hays,  in  Middlefex, 
J  was  indi&ed  for  affaulting  Thomas  Stinton,  in  a  field  or 
open  place,  near  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking 
from  him  a  brown  mare,  value  7I.  a  bridle,  a  faddle,  three 
broad  pieces  of  gold,  and  9s.  in  filver,  February  15. 

Thomas  Stinton.  On  the  12th  of  February  laft,  as  I  was 
coming  from  Briflol  towards  London,  about  fix  or  feven  miles 
on  this  fide  Briftol,  1  was  overtaken  by  the  prifoner,  who  faid, 
he  was  going  to  Cirencefter.  I  told  him,  I  was  going  to  the 
fame  place,  and  therefore  fhould  be  glad  of  his  company,  and 
he  faid,  he  fhould  be  glad  of  mine :  we  did  not  get  to  Ciren- 
cefler  that  night,  but  lodged  at  another  place,  and  came  to 
Cirencefter  on  the  Friday.  The  prifoner  then  faid,  he  was 
going  to  Oxford.  I  was  going  to  Oxford  too,  and  told  him 
again,  1  fhould  be  glad  of  his  company.  We  lodged  that  night 
at  the  White-Hart,  between  Cirencefter  and  Oxford,  and  the 
next  day,  being  Saturday,  about  noon,  we  arrived  at  Oxford.  1 
had  an  acquaintance  there,  who  perfuaded  me  to  ftay  ali  night. 
The  prifoner  pretended  to  have  been  difappointed  of  money,  I 
lent  him  a  crown.  On  Sunday  morning  we  left  Oxford,  and 
rode  together  to  Loud  water,  where  we  lodged,  and  I  lent  the 

N  2  prifonec 
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prifotier  half  a  crown  more.  On  Monday  morning  we  fet  out 
together  for  London.  When  we  came  a  little  x>ri  this  fide 
Uxbridge,  the  prifoner  faid5  he  had,  an  acquaintance  at  Houn- 
ilow,  where  he  could  have  what  money  he  plea  fed,  and  there 
he  would  pay  me  what  he  had  borrowed.  He  turned  off  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  road,  near  Hays,  and  led  me  to  Rot- 
well:  and,  then  the  road  being  very  dirty,  he  told  me  he 
would  carry  me  a  cleaner  and  better  way,  and  would  have 
me  ride  crofs  feme  lands,  and  over  hedges  and  ditches.  I  fol¬ 
lowed  him  till  there  was  no  way  to  go  any  farther,  for  we 
were  flopped  by  a  river.  Perceiving  this,  I  turned  about  to 
go  back,  and  faid,  he  was  either  a  knave  or  a  fool,  to  lead  me 
where  there  was  no  vifible  way.  But,  juft  as  I  turned  my. 
horfe,  the  prifoner  having  a  large  cane  in  his  hand,  ftruck  roe 
a  violent  blow  on  my  head,  which  knocked  me  oft  my  horfe, 
and  made  the  blood  flow  out  of  my  mouth  in  abundance,  fo 
that  I  thought  I  {liquid  have  been  ftrangled.  When  I  reco¬ 
vered  my  fenfes,  I  faw  the  ptifoner  {landing  a  little  way  off, 
and  the  two  mares  bridles  tied  together.  As  foon  as  I  got  up¬ 
on  my  feet,  he  came  to  me,  and  faid,  D— n  ye,  give  me 
your  money.  What,  fays  I,  is  this  the  kmdneis  you  (lie w  to 
your  friend?  He  anfwered,  Give  me  your  money  prefently. 
And  I  replied.  If  you  muff  have  it,  you  muff  take  it,  for  1 
have  not  ftrength,  and  my  gloves  are  all  over  bloody.  1  he 
prifoner  then  fearched  me,  and  took  my  money,  and  my  pock¬ 
et  book;  I  defired  him  not  to  take  my  pocket-book,  which 
would  be  of  great  detriment  to  me,  and  of  no  fervice  to  him  ; 
and  afked  him,  if  he  would  not  return  me  a  little  money  to 
bear  my  charges  home.  Aye,  fays  he,  I’ll  give  ye  fomething 
that  fhall  carry  ye  home  prefently.  And  immediately  firing  a 
piftol,  he  {hot  me  through  the  neck,  and  then  pufhed  me  in¬ 
to  a  ditch,  and  bid  me  lie  there.  And  there  I  lay  till  I  re¬ 
covered  a  little  ftrength,  and  then  I  got  up,  but  could  lee  nei¬ 
ther  the  prifoner  nor  the  mares.  I  made  fhift  to  get  to  a  houfe 
where  1  got  fome  help. 

When  the  prifoner  and  I  were  at  Loud- water,  he  was  talk¬ 
ing  of  the  advantage  of  letting  blood  in  the  fpring.  He  faid, 
that  he  ufed  to  let  blood  fometimes,  and  thereupon  he  {hewed 
me  a  cafe  of  lancets.  When  he  was  apprehended,  and  before 
Juftice  H licks,  I  afked  him,  where  were  the  lancets  that  he 
{hewed  me  at  Loud-water.  He  did  not  deny  his  having  fuch 
lancets;  but  faid,  he  had  not  got  them  about  him,  but  they 
were  at  home  at  his  lodging. 

George  Hartwell  The  profecutor  and  prifoner  came  toge- 

the  to  my  houfe  at  Oxford.  I  am  an  upholfterer,  and  had 

.<  •.  >  fome 
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fome  dealing  with  the  profecutor.  He  defired  me  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  an  inn,  and  to  go  and  drink  with  them.  I  car¬ 
ried  them  to  an  inn  in  the  Corn-market.  The  prifoner  was 
for  going  towards  London  that  night,  but  the  profecutor  defi¬ 
red  me  to  pertuade  him  to  flay  till  next  morning,  which  I  did. 
And,  before  I  left  them,  I  paid  the  profecutor  two  broad 

pieces. 

Sarah  Howard.  The  profecutor  and  prifoner  came  together 
to  my  houfe  at  Loud-water,  on  the  1 6th  of  February:  and 
Jay  there  that  night  in  one  room,  but  in  two  beds ;  tor  the 
profecutor  chofe  to  lie  alone.  The  prifoner  fat  up  and  fmoak- 
ed  his  pipe,  after  the  profecutor  was  gone  to  bed,  an.!  got 
up  before  him  in  the  morning,  and  fmoaked  another  pipe, 
and  then  the  profecutor  came  down,  and  they  went  away 

together.  ^  v 

All  the  witneffes  were  afked,  if  they  were  fare  the  prifon¬ 
er  was  the  fame  per fon  ?  They  faid,  they  were  pofitive  that 

he  was.  , 

Prifoner.  I  don’t  deny  that  I  took  the  money,  but  1  non  t 

know  what  became  of  the  mare  *,  nor  had  1  any  dengn  to  fhoot 
the  profecutor,  but  having  a  piftol  in  my  hand,  and  my  hand 
fhaking,  the  piftol  went  off  by  chance,  and  i  ufed  no  fuch 
words,  as,  I  will  give  you  fomething  that  (hall  cany  you 
home  prefently.  As  I  know  that  I  am  a  dying  man,  it  is  a 
great  fatisfaHion  to  me,  that  I  neither  did  commit  murder, 
nor  intended  it. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death , 

Next  after  this  prifoner,  his  wife  Ann  Young,  alias  Weft- 
wood,  was  indi&ed  for  ftealing  90  guineas,  10  pounds,  and 
fome  wearing  apparel,  the  money  and  goods  of  her  miirrefs 
Alice  de  Voe,  in  her  houfe,  May  5th,  1727,  and  was  found 
guilty  to  the  value  of  39s.  Tranfportation. 

*The  Ordinary’s  Account  of  John  Young. 

/  *  4  ,  • 

John  Young  about  33  years  of  age,  of  honeft  parents,  who 
gave  him  good  education  at  fchool,  in  reading,  writing,  an 
cyphering,  and  inftrudted  him  in  religious  principles.  He  was 
put  to  no  particular  trade,  but  followed  his  father  s  bunnefs  or 
a  gardener,  and  could  let  blood,  and  underftood  a  htt  e  o 
furgery  ;  but  this  he  made  nothing  of.  He  kepi  an  ale-hou  e 

at  the  other  end  of  the  town  a  long  time,  in  good  credit,  an 

was 
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was  refpecled  in  the  neighbourhood  for  his  civil  and  obliging 
temper,  lie  married  a  wife  3  or  4  years  ago,  with  whom 
he  lived  for  feme  time,  and  then,  failing  in  the  world,  they 
parted.  And  the  wife  went  to  a  lady,  and  faid,  fee  was  (hip- 
wrecked  coming  from  Ireland  ;  whereupon  the  lady  took  her 
out  of  charity  to  be  a  fervant,  believing  her,  as  fhe  gave  out, 
to  be  a  fingle  woman.  Upon  Sunday  Young  went  to  vifit  his 
w  ie,  who  conveyed  him  up  flairs  fecretly  where  he  found 
means  to  open  a  clofet,  and  to  fleal  90  guineas,  and  10I.  in 
money,  a  fatin  petticoat,  value  30s.  and  a  Norwich  crape 
petticoat,  were  alio  carried  ofF.  I  his  was  done  upon  the  5th 
of  May,  1727.  I  he  wife,  having  got  leave  from  her  lady 
so  go  to  church  that  afternoon,  went  off,  and  never  returned^ 
neither  was  any  thing  heard  of  her  till  of  late,  after  Young 
was  taken  up  for  the  robbery  for  which  he  died.  One  who 
knew  her,  took  her  up  for  this  robbery,  which  he  knew  her 
to  have  committed,  and  carried  her  before  a  juflice  of  the 
peace,  to  wnorn  fhe  icon  felled  the  robbery  as  above  narrated  : 
and  ill e  faid  alfo,  that  immediately  after  Young,  by  her  affift- 
aoee,  had  earned  off  all  thofe  goods,  fire  went  to  him,  who 
fold  her,  that  he  had  opened  the  clofet  door,  and  got  a  great 
deal  of  gold,  &c.  and  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  go  off. 
Accordingly  they  went  to  Briflol,  where  they  ftaid  feveral 
months,  till  they  began  to  find  the  bottom  of  their  pock¬ 
ets. 

For  this,  the  wife  was  tried  at  the  Old- Bailey  the  fame  day 
he  was  tried,  and  file  was  found  guilty  of  the  indidlment*. 

I  a  (Iced  Young  if  this  account  was  true  ?  I  fuppofe  he  would 
not  tell  a  lie,  which  was  the  reafon  he  did  not  deny  it  ;  but 
he  would  not  tell  any  particulars. 

The  robbery  of  which  he  was  convi&ed,  he  did  not  deny, 
only  he  faid,  that  the  profecutor  did  not  give  a  juff  account 
of  every  thing,  and  that  he  neither  intended  nor  committed 
murder.  That  he  had  not  been  extraordinary  wicked  or  vi¬ 
cious  in  the  preceding  part  of  his  life,  excepting  the  robbery 
for  which  he  died,  and  the  other  wherein  he  was  concerned 
with  his  wife.  That  fince  that  time  he  had  lived  very  loofely, 
and  void  of  the  fear  of  God,  and  that  he  had  formed  a  refolu- 
tion  to  go  upon  the  highway. 

Upon  the  Friday  before  he  died,  the  con  liable  who  appre¬ 
hended  him  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  came  oflicioully  to 

*  This  is  a  mifiake,  Which  the  Ordinary  has  been  led  into  by  the  writer  of 
the  feffims  paper,  who  fays,  the  jmy  found  her  guilty  of  fhe  indidlment  ;  but 
had  it  been  fo,  fhe  mull  have  received  lenience  of  death,  becaufe  the  indiftment 
was  hsidcapifallvs 
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vifit  him  in  the  chapel;  he  wept  at  the  fight  of  him,  took; 
him  by  the  hand,  and  heartily  forgave  him,  and  when  they 
went  down  ftairs,  in  token  of  friendfhip,  drank  with  him. 
He  fpoke  of  nothing  but  death  and  eternity  to  all  who  vifited 
him.  He  employed  his  time  in  the  cell  in  continual  prayer, 
meditation,  and  reading  of  godly  books. 

He  acknowledged  that  his  fentence  was  mod:  juft,  and  that 
God  had  in  juftice  affli&ed  him  for  finning  againft  fo  much 
light  and  knowledge.  He  expreffed  a  longing  defire  to  be 
withChrift,  and,  in  token  thereof,  had  an  ardent  defire  to 
receive  the  lord’s  fupper,  and  declared,  that  he  moft  willingly 
parted  with  this  world.  He  appeared  to  be  in  raptures  of  de¬ 
votion,  with  floods  of  tears  in  his  eyes.  According  to  the 
niceft  judgment  that  could  be  formed  of  him,  he  died  a  true 
penitent.  _ 

At  the  Place  r.f  Execution 

i 

Mr.  Young  behaved  very  devoutly,  and  faid,  his  fentence 
was  moft  juft  for  ingratitude,  and  barbaroufly  treating  his 
friend.  I  afked  Mr.  Young,  if  he  knew  any  thing  of  Mr.. 
Stinton’s  pocket-book  ?  He  faid,  that  he  had  burnt  it,  for  fear 
of  a  difcovery  ;  that  he  knew  nothing  of  what  was  in  it, 
and  that  he  could  not  help  it  now,  for  he  repented  that  he 
did  it. 

A  farther  account  of  John  Young,  faid  to  be  taken  from 
his  own  mouth  in  Newgate,  omitt'd  in  the  ordinary’s  paper 
for  want  of  room,  and  published  in  Applebee’s  journal, 
June  20,  1730,  abridged. 

I  was  born  in  the  parifh  of  Kenfmgton.  After  about  five 
years  ftay  at  fchooi,  my  friends  bound  me  to  a  Coach-maker 
in  Long-Acre,  where  1  grew  weary  of  my  trade,  and  resolved 
to  ftay  there  no  longer. 

Having  forfaken  my  friends  and  mafter,.  I  lived  loofe  for 
fome  time,  and  when  I  had  fpent  all  the  money  I  could  get, 
I  came  acquainted  with  fome  hackney  coachmen,  and  fome- 
times  drove  for  them,  and  in  fix  months  I  came  to  be  a  mafter 
of  the  bufinefs  entirely,  and  drove  for  Mr.  Blunt,  in  Picca¬ 
dilly,  for  fome  time.  Then  I  got  to  be  a  gentleman’s  coach¬ 
man,  and  having  got  together  a  fmall  fum  of  money,  1  refol- 
ved  to  put  myfelf  forward  in  fome  way  of  bufinefs.  I  married 
a  young  woman,  of  a  very  honeft  family  in  Kentifh-Town, 

and 
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and  l  had  a  very  pretty  beginning,  to  put  a  poor  man  forward 
in  the  world.  We  lived  together  for  fome  time;  we  found 
our  money  begin  to  run  fhort,  and,  with  the  confent  of  our 
friends,  we  agreed  on  taking  an  ale-houfe,  which  I  did,  viz. 
The  King’s-Arms,  in  Red-Lion-Street,  where  I  lived  about 
five  years,  and  might  have  got  a  great  deal  of  money  there, 
had  I  made  good  the  duty  of  a  landlord  to  my  cuftomers ;  but 
to  my  fofrow  I  did  not.  When  1  got  a  little  money,  I  began 
to  grow  proud,  and  above  my  buiinefs,  took  idle  courfes,  and 
had  a  great  many  filly  projects  in  my  head.  I  'had"  one  child 
during  my  abode  in  Red-Lion-Street ;  I  pray  God  to  give  her 
grace. 

From  Red-Lion-Street,  I  went  for  Ireland,  where  I  re¬ 
mained  about  10  months,  and  travelled  up  and  down,  living 
by  my  wits.  Moft  part  of  the  time  I  fpent  in  the  county  of 
Weftmeath,  and  when  I  could  not  continue  there  any  longer, 
I  came  for  England  ;  and  having  received  but  a  cold  welcome 
from  my  friends,  I  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  do.  Then  I  found 
out  a  fervant,  who  was  a  cook  in  a  bifhop’s  family,  whom  I 
courted  feme  time,  and  at  length  married  her*..  She  had  fe- 
veral  things  of  value,  and  when  her  money  grew  fhort,  I 
turned  her  goods  into  money,  and  fpent  the  fame  up  and  down 
the  town  ;  but  I  found  that  would  not  do.  So  I  prevailed 
with  fome  friends  to  get  me  into  the  revenue,  and  I  ufed  to 
furvey  candles,  or  take  the  duty  oi  them. 

I  had  not  been  in  this  poft  above  a  year,  before  I  mifbe- 
haved,  and  was  fufpendeu.  Then  I  was  in  as  bad  a  condition 
as  before,  and  was  obliged  to  depend  upon  my  wife’s  gettings. 
But,  as  I  did  not  like  to  be  a  woman’s  penfioner,  I  made 
fhift  to  get  a  pair  of  piilols,  and  went  into  the  country,  where 
I  got  a  fmall  matter  of  money,  being  15I.  15s.  That  was  the 
very  firfl  money  that  I  ever  borrowed  on  the  road.  After  that 
IgWent  to  Briftol,  and  (laid  there  fome  time,  then  meeting  the 
profecutor,  on  whofe  evidence  I  am  to  die,  we  travelled  toge¬ 
ther  to  Uxbridge.  I  declare  I  had  no  defigp  to  have  {hot  him, 
but  my  piftol  being  cocked  in  my  hand,  went  off  on  afudden. 
The  world  judge  me  very  vile  and  brutifh  for  uiing  a  man  fo 
barbaroufly,  who,  as  he  pretends,  had  paid  my  expences  all 
the  way  from  Briftol,  which  is  not  true.  I  own,  when  we 
came  to  High-Wiccomb,  in  Buckinghamshire,  I  borrowed 
three  half-crowns  of  him,  and,  at  the  place  nentioned  in  the 
indictment,  I  robbed  him  of  three  broad  pieces ;  he  pretended 
to  me,  as  we  came  along  the  road,  that  he  had  a  great  deal  of 

*  He  fays  nothing  of  what  became  of  his  fi.ft  wife. 
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money  about  him,  otherwise  I  never  would  have  attempted  to 
rob  him,  and  he  alledged,  that  I  had  taken  his  mare  away, 
which  is  groundlefs,  for  1  never  faw  the  mare  after  I  left  him; 
but  I  took  his  bridle,  my  own  being  broke  by  the  horfe’s  ftart- 
mg  when  the  piftol  went  off,  it  being  tied  to  a  gate.  I  hen  I 
turned  his  mare  loofe,  and  rode  away  for  London. 

Prefently  after,  I  went  down  to  the  weft  of  England,  and 
there  remained  for  fome  time  :  but,  feeing  myfelf  advertifed, 

I  came  back  to  London  dire&ly.  The  paper  mentioning  the 
man’s  being  dead,  put  me  in  a  great  confternation,  and  I 
did  not  know  what  to  do.  So  I  came  to  a  place  near  where 
my  wife  lived,  and,  having  fent  for  her,  told  her,  I  was  like 
to  be  expofed  to  fome  misfortunes ;  but  would  not  difclofe  the 
thing  to  her  on  any  terms :  (he  always  giving  me  what  fhe 
had,  and  fhe  never  wanted  money,  fo  that  I  believe  fhe  went 
fometimes  partner  with  her  lady. 

Soon  after  I  went  over  the  water,  and  took  a  lodging  at 
Horfly-Down  ;  but  I  was  not  there  long  e’er  I  was  furprifed 
with  my  wife’s  coming  to  me  of  a  Sunday  morning,  when 
her  lady  had  been  gone  to  church,  it  feems  that  day  fhe  broke 
open  her  lady’s  fcrutore,  and  took  out  a  hundred  guineas;^  I 
faw  a  parcel  of  guineas,  but  where  fhe  had  them,  or  how  fhe 
came  by  them,  was  a  myftery  to  me  ftill,  for  if  I  had  money 
enough  from  her  to  fupport  my  extravagancy,  I  never  minded 
how  fhe  came  by  it.  I  had  20I.  of  her  that  Sunday,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  after,  I  was  taken  at  Horfly-Down,  and  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  New-Goal  in  Surrey ;  and  afterwards  removed  by 
Habeas  Corpus  to  Newgate,  where  I  remained  till  the  feftions 
following,  and  was  then  found  guilty  of  death.  In  a  few  days 
after,  my  wife  was  taken  up  for  the  faid  robbery,  by  her  com¬ 
mitted  on  her  lady  ;  and,  at  the  fame  feftions,  was  alfo  tried 
and  caft  for  tranfportation :  fhe  now  remains  on  the  common 
fide  of  Newgate.  I  die  in  the  36th  year  of  my  age,  and  3 
member  of  the  church  of  England. 

Tho’  this  account  is  faid  to  be  taken  from  Young’s  own 
mouth,  we  muft  not  fuppofe  that  he  dictated  it  as  it  appears  ; 
but  only  related  a  few  particulars,  which  were  afterwards 
tacked  together  with  additions,  by  the  perfon  who  fent  n  to 
the  printer.  So  great  a  penitent,  as  the  Ordinary  defcribes 
Young  to  be,  would  hardly  call  robbing  on  the  highway,  bor¬ 
rowing  money  on  the  road  ;  or  fay,  when  his  wife  had  ftole 
above  100  guineas,  that,  file  went  partners  with  her  lady. 
'Fo  what  purpofe  is  it  faid,  that  the  profecutor  did  not  pay 
Young’s  reckoning,  but  only  lent  him  money?  Does  this  exte- 
i±  O  nuate 
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nuate  his  ingratitude  ?  If  he  did  not  defign  to  fhoot  the  profe- 
jcutor,  hovy  came  he  to  pell  out  a  loaded  pjftoi  and  cock  it, 
after  the  profecutor  was  knocked  down,  and  unable  to  refill? 
And  as  he  took  the  mare  away,  what  does  it  hgnify  whether 
he  turned  her  loofe  in  the  next  field,  or  led  her  home  ?  The  ac¬ 
count  given  here  of  the  felony  of  which  his  wife  was  con¬ 
victed,  is  not  only  quite  different  from  what  the  confeffed 
before  the  juftice,  and  what  he  himfelf  confeffed  to  the  Ordi¬ 
nary,  but  as  to  the  point  of  time,  it  is  impoffible  to  be  true  ; 
for  he  or  his  amanuenfis  tells  us,  that  this  fact  was  committed 
after  he  had  robbed  Mr.  Slip, ton,  when  it  is  undeniable  that  Mr. 
jStinton  was  robbed  in  February,  1729- 30,  but  the  lady  loft  her 
money  in  May,  1727,  which  was  almoft  three  years  before. 


WILLIAM  YATES,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  and  NA¬ 
THANIEL  LAMPREE,  for  Robberies,  July.,  17.31. 

'^WILLIAM  YATES,  alias  Warrington,  John  Arm- 
ftrpng,  and  Nathaniel  Lampree  were  inclined,  with 
Daniel  Wiltshire,  not  then  taken,  for  affaulting  Edward  Allen 
on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a 
hat,  value  3s.  and  is.  qd.  in  money. 

They  were  a  fecond  time  indidted  for  affaulting  fohn  Sut¬ 
ton,  on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from 
him  a  gold  watch,  and  three  guineas,  May  26. 

Edward  Allen ,  On  the  26th  of  May  laft,  as  I  was  going 
along  Plolborn  in  a  coach,  the  coach  was  flopped,  over-againft 
the  Buli-and-Ga'te,  by  feveral  men,  who  took  my  hat,  and 
pne  (hilling  atid  nine-pence  from  me  ;  but  I  cannot  be  pofi- 
pve  that  the  prifoners  are  any  of  thofe  men. 

Thomas  Pace.  The  prifoners  coming  down  St.  Giles’s, 
Jack  Armftrong  flopped  the  coach,  and  Yates  with  a  drawn 
hanger  went  into  it,  and  demanded  the  gentleman’s  money. 
I  went  on  the  other  fide  of  the  coach,  and  held  my  hat,  and 
the  gentleman,  Mr.  Sutton,  gave  me  his  gold  watch.  We 
afterwards  went  to  the  King’s- Arms,  in  St.  Giles’s,  and 
drank  together.  Then  we  went  as  far  as  over-againft  the 
Bull-and-Gatein  Hal  born,  and  flopped  another  coach,  and  I 
patching  hold  of  the  profecutor,  Mr.  Allen,  firft,  Armftrong 
pulled  away  his  hat,  which  he  was  very  unwilling  to  part  with. 
We  went  about  a  hundred  yards  farther,  and  flopped  another 
coach,  hut  the  gentleman  calling  out,  we  ran  away,  and 
went  to  Hcckley-in-the-Hole,  where  we  flopped  a  chaife. 


and 


WILLIAM  YATES,  for  Robberies'.  95 

and  took  a  watch,  a  filver-hilted  fword,  and  fome  money,* 
from  a  gentleman.  Aker  that,  we  went  to  the  Horfe  Shoe 
in  Kingfland-Road,  and  drank  together^  Next  day,  Will. 
Yates  and  I  went  down  to  Chatham,  and  fold  the  gold  watch,’ 
that  we  had  taken  from  Mr.  Sutton,  for  a  Silver  watch,  a 
pair  of  fiver  buckles,  and  twelve  (hillings  in  money,  and  af¬ 
terwards  we  returned  to  London,  and  were  taken. 

Elizabeth  Haines.  The  night  before  the  morning  that 
one  William  Burroughs  was  taken  up  for  flopping  a  coach; 
the  prifoners,  and  Thomas  Pace  the  evidence,  came  to  my 
houfe,  the  King’s-Arms,  the  corner  of  Lawrence-Lane,  near 
St.  Giles’s  Pound,  about  ekht  o’clock.  They  had  two  pots  of 
beer,  and  (laid  till  nine,  when  they  went  away  together,  and 
about  twelve  they  all  came  back  with  William  Burroughs,  and 
Dan  el  Wihftiire,  and  called  for  two  pots  of  two-penny  ; 
Pace  would  not  drink  two  penny,  but  had  fome  aie  :  they 
quarreled  about  fome  money,  but  I  cannot  fay  what  money  5 
one  faying,  that  there  was  more,  and  another  that  there  wad 
lefs ;  when  they  had  (laid  about  half  an  hour,  they  would 
have  had  fome  punch,  but  it  being  late  I  refufed  to  make 
them  any  :  upon  which  William  A  ates  would  have  per- 
fuaded  me  that  it  was  not  twelve  o’clock,  and  pulled  out 

a  fm all  gold  watch  to  convince  me  of  it. - Yates  and 

Armftrong  had  drank  at  my  houfe  feveral  times,  but  1  had 
never  feen  Lampree  before  that  night  ;  and  though  Pace  had 
been  there  before,  yet  that  was  the  firft  time  I  had  feen  him  in 
their  company. 

Henry  Whetton.  On  the  twenty-fixth  of  May,  as  I  was 
going  home,  I  faw  fome  men  (lop  a  hackney-coach,  near 
King-ftreet  in  Holborn  ;  I  fet  my  back  againft  a  lamp-poft, 
and  hearing  Mr.  Allen  and  fquire  Greenwood  make  an  out-cry 
of  Stop  thief!  the  prifoner  Yates  ran  by  me  with  a  hanger  in 
his  hand  ;  and  I  caught  hold  of  Burroughs, 

Henry  Atkins ,  a  conftable.  I  know  all  the  prifoners  by 
fight.  Lampree  owned  that  he  was  with  them  in  the  rob¬ 
beries  :  and  that  they  had  likewife  robbed  a  gentleman  at 
Hockley  in-the-Hole,"  and  that  he  himfelf  had  for  his  (hare, 
the  fiver  hilt  of  a  fword  that  was  caken  from  the  faid  gentle¬ 
man.  I  believe  he  would  have  been  admitted  an  evidence,  but 
one  of  his  companions  got  the  ftart  of  him. 

'John  Harrifon ,  coachman.  1  took  one  Mr.  Sutton  into 
my  coach  near  Tvburn-Road,  and  coming  a  little  beyond 
St.  Giles’s-Pound,  the  prifoner,  Armftrong,  bid  me  flop, 
and  a.fked  me  who  I  had  got  in  my  coach,  G—  d  c—n  you,1 
fays  I,  what  do  you  want  G — d  d — — n  your  eyes,  fays  he* 
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flop,  or  I  will  {hoot  you  through  the  head.  Then  1  flopped, 
and  Yates  and  Pace  got  into  the  coach.  The  gentleman 
told  me  afterwards,  that  they  had  robbed  him  of  a  gold 
watch  and  three  guineas.  I  am  fure  that  Armflrong  and 
Burroughs  were  there.  I  had  known  Armflrong  for  twelve 
years,  but  1  know  nothing  of  Lampree. 

James  Lewis.  When  I  had  taken  Lampree,  and  was  carry¬ 
ing  him  before  a  juftice,  he  owned  that  he  was  in  company 
with  Armflrong  and  the  reft,  when  the  robbery  was  com¬ 
mitted,  hut  faid,  he  was  only  a  looker  on. 

Juftice  Giffard.  Lampree  confefled,  that  he  had  been 
forced  or  drawn  into  the  robberies  by  all  the  reft  :  that  the 
firft  robbery  was  upon  General  Sutton’s  fon  ;  that  they  went 
to  the  King’s-Arms  ale-houfe,  from  whence  they  went  into 
Holborn,  and  robbed  Mr.  Allen,  at  the  Bull  and-gate,  and 
afterwards  robbed  a  gentleman  at  Hockley-in  the-Hole. 

Samuel  Baker.  I  keep  a  goldfmith’s  (hop  in  Chatham.  On 
the  twenty-eighth  of  May,  Yates  brought  a  fmall  gold  watch 
to  me,  and  faid  it  was  too  fine  for  him,  for  he  was  going 
to  lea,  and  therefore  would  change  it  for  a  filver  one.  I 
gave  him  for  it  a  filver  watch,  a  filver  pair  of  buckles,  and 
twelve  (hillings  in  money  ;  and  then  we  went  and  drank  a 
pint  of  wine  together  ;  while  we  v/ere  drinking  I  faw  the 
evidence,  Pace,  lurking  about  the  houfe,  and  fmoaking  a 
pipe;  about  five  o’clock  Yates  came  again  to  my  fhop, 
and  wanted  me  to  take  the  filver  watch  again,  for  he  faid  it 
did  not  go  well ;  but  I  refufed  to  do  fo,  upon  which  he  went 
out,  and  I  faw  him  and  Pace  go  together  towards  Rochefter. 
Mr.  John  Sutton  came  afterwards,  and  claimed  the  gold 
watch,  and  took  it  away  with  him.  On  the  twenty  fourth  of 
June,  Yates  came  a  third  time  to  me,  and  faid,  1  had  not 
ufed  him  well,  for  the  watch  did  not  go  to  his  mind  ;  and- 
then  I  caufed  him  to  be  apprehended. 

The  Defence  of  the  Pr  if  oners. 

Yates  called  three  witnefles  to  give  an  account  of  the 
gold  watch. 

Sarah  Ha? fame.  The  evidence,  Pace,  offered  to  give 
me  a  crown  to  pawn  the  watch  that  was  taken  from  Mr. 

Sutton,  for  fix  guineas. 

S:,rah  Brazier.  Warrington  gave  five  guineas  to  Pace  for 
the  watch  in  Bridewell. 

Mary  'Bates.  I  met  my  fon  William  Yates,  and  the  evi¬ 
dence,  Pace,  in  Leather-Lane,  in  May  laft,  and  Pace  of- 

i  fered 
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fered  Sally,  the  cork  cutter,  five  (hillings  to  pawn  this  gold- 
watch. 

Each  of  the  prifoners  called  feveral  witneffes  to  their  repu¬ 
tation.  Lampree  had  a  very  good  chara&er  given  him. 

Thejury  found  all  the  prifoners  guilty  of  both  indi&menrs. 
Death. 


The  Ordinary  s  Account  of  William  Yates,  John  Arm- 
ftrong,  Bernard  Fink,  and  Nathaniel  Lampree. 

1.  William  Yates,  alias  Warrington,  near  nineteen  years 
of  age,  educated  to  read,  write,  and  caft  accompts,  and  was 
inflrudfed  in  religious  principles.  His  father  bred  him  to  his 
own  buiinefs  of  a  butcher.  The  father  died  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  left  his  family  in  mean  circurnftances.  Wil¬ 
liam  grew  too  ffubborn  to  be  governed  by  his  poor  mother, 
whom  he  left,  attaching  himfelf  to  a  gang  of  the  moft  no¬ 
torious  whores,  thieves,  fireet  and  highway  robbers,  and  was 
an  audacious  pra&itioner  in  all  the  different  kinds  of  thieving, 
dealing  and  robbing.  He  was  one  of  the  five  young  ftreet- 
robbers  taken  up  at  Windfor  laft  year,  and  was  admitted  an 
evidence  againft  O’Brien,  Johnfon,  and  Morris.  A  woman 
who  paffed  for  O’Brien’s  wife,  called  for  him  at  the  prifon- 
door  when  he  was  firft  put  into  the  cells.  He  called  out,  If 
(he  wanted  any  thing  with  him  ?  T  hen  fhe  cried  up  to  the 
cells,  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  there,  you  vile  bloody  dog,  and 
that  you  are  hurrying  a-pace  to  hell,  going  to  that  place  you 
well  defer ve.  After  fhe  had  faid  this,  and  more  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  and  wifhed  hearty  curfes  and  imprecations  to  him  fhe 
went  off,  Yates  heard  all  with  patience,  and  returned  not 
one  word  of  anfwer. 

He  intended  to  have  gone  on  board  a  man  of  war  at  Ro- 
chefter,  but  was  prevented  by  being  taken  up  for  the  rob¬ 
beries.  He  owned  that  fome  years  paft,  he  lived  by  nothing 
but  theft  and  robbery,  and  that  he  fpent  all  his  time  in  bad 
houfes  with  whores  and  thieves,  not  daring  to  appear  in  public 
for  fear  of  a  dfcovery. 

Fie  loved  the  fea,  and  went  one  voyage  to  Stockholm, 
but  hating  confinement  he  left  it.  He  intended  to  have  gone 
abroad  for  fome  little  time,  till  he  was  a  little  forgot,  and  then 
to  return  to  his  old  game.  He  committed  innumerable  rob¬ 
beries,  and  owned  the  truth,  as  fworn  againfi:  him,  although 

at 
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at  fird  he  pernfted  in  a  denial.  He  was  a  moil  daring? 
bold,  obdurate,  obftinate,  wretch.  He  made"  refponfes  in 
chapel,  but  fmiled  too  often,  and  was  not  ferious  and  de¬ 
vout  as  he  ought  to  have  been,  he  declared  that  he  believed 
in  Cbrift,  repented  of  his  fins,  and  was  in  peace  with  all  the 
world. 

2.  John  a Irmflrang ,  near  nineteen  years  of  age,  educated 
at  fchool,  and  inflruded  in  the  principles  of  religion.  Was 
put  to  a  filverfmith,  but  his  mailer  died,  and  then  he  went  to 
a  clog-maker,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  growing  weary  of  all  em¬ 
ployments  he  left  off  all  bufinefs,  and  betook  himfelf  to  an 
idle,  vagrant,  wicked,  profligate  life.  At  firft  he  denied  the 
robberies  of  which  he  was  convicted,  in  fome  faint  hopes  of  a 
reprieve:  but  when  the  dead-warrant  came  out,  and  all  ex¬ 
pectation  of  fafety  vanifhed,  he  confelfed  that  he  was  a  prin¬ 
cipal  ador  in  the  two  robberies  :  and  that  the  fame  night  they 
committed  two  more,  and  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  great 
many  other  llreet- robberies  ;  having  from  his  childhood  been 
of  a  covetous,  thievijQi  difpofition,  and  one  of  the  moil  no¬ 
torious  pick-pockets. 

He  got  acquainted  in  thefe  houfes,  where  thieves  and 
robbers  hold  their  general  rendezvous,  and  there  he  learned 
all  the  fecret  ways  of  that  fet  of  people,  which  feldom  fail  to 
bring  them  to  the  gallows.  He  was  Tick  two  or  three  days, 
but  came  to.  chapel  in  the  afternoon,  and  behaved  gravely, 
and  with  apparent  devotion  ;  only  he,  Drinkwater  and"  Yates, 
fpoke  to  one  another,  and  fmiled  fometimes,  for  which  I  re¬ 
proved  them.  They  faid  they  had  no  evil  intention,  they 
were  forry  if  they  had  given  any  offence,  and  begged  God’s 
pardon. 

He  owned,  that  God  had  in  his  providence  affiided  him 
moil  juflly  for  his  notorious  impieties,  and  faid,  although 
fink  denied  it,  yet  he  certainly  committed  the  robbery  of 
"which  he  was  convided.  He  owned  that  he  was  addided  to 
ail  thofe  vices  which  are  the  bane  of  fuch  wicked  and  unhappy 
creatures.  He  hoped  to  be  faved  by  the  mercies  of  God 
through  Chrift,  repented  of  his  fins,  and  was  in  peace  with 
all  the  world. 

3*  BernQrd  Fink,  fifteen  years  of  ‘age,  the  twenty-eighth 
of  January  lad,  of  boned  parents,  who  took  care  of  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  fchool,  and  in  religious  principles.  His  father 
was  from  Lubeck,  and  having  bufinefs  abroad,  left  England 
fome  years  ago,  and  his  wife  and  family  in  great  poverty.  "  But 
Bernard  having  been  a  fjjiart  wsll  locking  boy,  a  gentleman  of 
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great  honour  took  him  home,  and  intended  to  have  given  him 
good  education;  having  put  him  to  a  top  boarding-fohool  at  the 
ocher  end  of  the  town  to  be  inftruaed  in  Latin,  Greek,  writing 
accompts,  &c.  and  that  gentleman  had  the  goodnefs  to  order  him 
hue  deaths  above  his  degree,  and,  as  he  faid,  the  fervants 
reflected  him,  and  fometimes  he  went  out  in  a  chair  with  a 
footman  attending  him  ;  and  if  he,  had  been  obedient  and 
pha.ed  his  good  matter,  he  intended  to  breed  him  a  gentleman 
having  no  children  of  his  own.  But  all  this  could  not  inftii 

any  principle  of  nonour  into  Fink,  his  genius  naturally  leading 
him  to  vice  and  corruption.  3  § 

..?•*  firft  Wron§  feP  fas  t0  gaming-houfes,  by  the  advice 
and  in  company  of  a  footman,  which  when  his  patron  heard 
o,  he  difowned  him  :  and  Fink  being  left  to  himfelf,  he  went 

to^beak0  H'  htnr'SkfneD,S  ‘n  Germany>  where  he  learned 
to  ipeak  High-Dutch.  But  though,  as  he  faid,  fame  of  his 

relations  were  eminent  men,  and  willing  to  do  for  him,  yet 

he  wouid  n°‘,  De  managed  by  them,  but  chofe  to  return  to  his 

company  or  black-guards,  whom  he  preferred  to  all  others. 

i  ms  manner  of  life  he  began  to  follow  about  four  years  ago’ 

when  he  had  gone  feveral  times  between  London  and  Lubeck 

being  grown  up  a  little,  he  joined  himfelf  to  a  company  of 

molt  notorious,  impudent  young  ftreet-robbers,  though  a  little 

Having  done  a  deal  of  mifcbief  about  the  town,  thev 
lured  horfes  and  went  to  Windfor,  each  of  them  having  his 
miitrefs  to  bear  him  company ;  and  there  they  were  taken  up 
and  brought  to  London,  where  Fink,  by  reafon  of  his  youth, 
was  allowed  to  be  an  evidence* 

At  firft  he  denied  the  fa£I  of  which  he  was  convicted,  but 
Armstrong  faid,  that  it  was  true  ;  and  then  he  owned  it.  He 
had  a  natural  inclination  to  villan y,  and  was  irreclaimable. 
It  was  faid,  that  he  faid  in  the  cells.  If  he  were  let  out,  he 

6°  ftrai§hc  his  old  trade.  He  faid  he  was  much 
addicted  to  women.  He  drank  and  fwore  very  much,  and 
wasmoft  active  and  rude  in  robbing  people.  He  feemed  to 
have  been  a  boy  capable  of  bufinefs,  but  he  had  fuch  a  biafs 
^  that  he  employed  ail  his  wit  the  wrong  way. 

1  hey  faid  that  he  was  lately  married  in  the  Fleet,  and  that 
they  drank  fo  liberally  at  the  wedding,  that  he  and  his  com¬ 
panions  pawned  all  their  piftols,  and  found  it  difficult  to  get 
mone)  to  relieve  them.  Bernard  aliedged  thefe  ftories  about 
women  were  only  faid  of  him  in  jeft. 

When  I  examined  and  fpoke  to  him,  he  wept  like  a  child, 
as  )c  0iten  in  chapel.  1  his  boy  was  a  fad  inftance  of  the 

depravity 
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depravity  of  nature,  deftitute  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  left 
to  itfelf.  He  declared  that  he  believed  in  Chrift  his  Saviour, 
repented  of  all  his  fins,  and  forgave  all  offences,  as  he  hoped 
for  pardon  from  God. 

j the  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Robberies  which  were  com¬ 
mitted  by  Bernard  Fink,  and  his  Companions ,  &c. 

The  firft  robbery  which  I  ever  committed  was  in  company 
with  William  Warrington,  Hugh  Morris,  and  James  Rrien, 
in  King-ftreet,  Golden-Square,  where  we  flopped  a  coach, 
and  robbed  an  apothecary’s  wife  of  the  value  of  ten  (hillings 
and  fix-pence. 

In  the  fame  ftreet  we  met  a  woman,  and  attacked  her,  who 
faid,  (he  had  been  at  a)  trial  at  Weftminfter ;  we  took  from 
her  a  crown  with  a  green  purfe  ;  we  afked  her  the  reafon 
why  fhe  had  not  more  money  She  replied,  £he  had  paid 
ail  her  money  at  Weftminfter  among  the  lawyers. 

In  the  fame  ftreet:  we  met  with  a  colonel  of  the  guards  ; 
we  took  from  him  a  guinea,  and  fome  filver,  a  fword,  a 
gold-headed  cane,  the  head  was  valued  at  eight  pounds,  and 
we  fold  it  for  thirty  {hillings;  and  likewife  we  took  from  him  a 
German  flute,  which  he  had  in  a  green  bag.  1  played  upon 
it  all  the  way  down  the  ftreet.  The  fame  night  I  was  taken 
up  on  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  in  ftreet  robberies  ;  but 
no  perfon  appearing  againft  me,  I  was  difcharged. 

After  I  was  difcharged,  I,  with  Hugh  Morris,  going  along 
Piccadilly  one  evening,  we  attacked  a  gentleman,  he  cried 
out.  We  replied  to  him,  Sir,  do  not  be  frighted,  money 
we  want,  and  money  we  muft  have,  fo  we  took  from  him 
fifteen  /hillings.  The  watchmen  coming  their  rounds,  we 
bid  the  gentleman  go  about  his  bufmefs,  and  not  to  Ipeak 
one  word,  and  if  he  did,  he  was  a  dead  man;  upon  which 
he  faid,  Upon  my  word  I  will  not.  As  he  was  eroding  the 
way,  he  faid,  Gentlemen,  will  you  have  any  thing  elfe  ? 
I  having  a  very  indifferent  hat,  I  called  him  back,  and  made 
an  exchange  with  him,  and  told  him,  An  exchange  is  no  rob¬ 
bery.  Gentlemen,  lays  he,  Will  you  have  my  wig  alfo  ? 
Hugh  Morris  fwore  he  would  (hoot  the  gentleman,  if  he 

did  not  go  back,  and  fhew  him  where  his  watch  was.- - - 

The  gentleman  replied,  he  had  not  any  watch  about  him, 
or  any  where  elfe  ;  fo  took  his  leave  of  us,  and  wiflied  us 
better  fuccels. 

The 
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The  fame  night  we  met  a  man  who  was  very  much  in  li¬ 
quor,  whom  we  attacked  ;  When  we  bid  him  ftand,  he  laid. 
You  rogues  I  value  you  not.  We  made  no  more  to  do,  but 
took  out  our  piftol,  and  put  it  to  his  nofe,  and  bid  him  fmel!  to 
it,  which  fomewhat  furprized  him  :  I  thought  gentlemen,  you 
were  but  in  jeft  :  Sir,  fays  I,  You  fnall  fee  that  we  are  in 
earned,  for  we  took  from  him  his  watch  and  fame  fiiver. 

<^fter  that  we  went  to  Hedge-Lane,  where  fome  of  our 
companions  quarrelling  about  (haring  the  monies,  which  we 
had  taken  that  night;  fo  land  John  fan  left  them ;  and  go¬ 
ing  along,  met  a  butcher,  and  bid  him  (land  ;  upon  which,  he 
laid  hold  of  my  companion  by  the  collar,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  laid  hold  cf  his  piftol,  and  replied.  You  rogue  I  do  not 
value  you,  and  pulhcd  him  againft  the  wall.  I  ftepping  up  to 
him,  and  fwore  an  oath,  that  if  he  did  not  let  my  companion 
go,  I  would  fhoot  him  thro’  the  head.  The  butcher  replied, 

I  will  not  let  him  go,  you  rogue.  Upon  which,  I  (hot  him 
through  the  arm.  Immediately  he  cried  out,  I  am  a  dead 
man  1  and  fell  down.  The  noife  alarmed  fome  coachmen  who 
was  thereabouts,  and  likewife  a  watchman  ;  but  we  drove 
them  before  us  by  fhowing  our  piftols,  and  fo  got  off. 

The  fame  evening  we  met  a  gentleman  by  King-ftreet, 
near  Golden-Square.  He  drew  his  fword,  and  eroded  the 
other  fide  of  the  way,  and  bid  us  (land  oft  j  upon  which  John- 
fon  replied,  we  don’t  value  your  fword  ;  and  fhowing  him  our 
piftols,  being  very  much  furprifed,  he  immediately  dung  down 
his  fword,  and  faid,  Gentlemen,  ufe  me  civilly,  and  take 
what  I  have  ;  upon  which  we  took  from  him  a  hlver  tobac- 
co-box,  a  diver  hiked  fword,  a  laced  hat,  fome  diver,  and  a 
memorandum- book. 

Another  evening  we  met  a  gentleman  by  Hanover-Square* 
juft  by  the  road,  where  he  took  me  in  his  arms,  and  flung 
me  over  the  rails  into  the  road.  I  immediately  recovered  my 
legs,  and  went  up  to  him,  and  gave  him  a  punch  in  the  guts 
with  my  piftol,  upon  which  he  faid,  I  am  eafy.  Then  we 
took  from  him  a  dlver-hilted  fword,  a  cane,  (ome  guineas, 
with  fome  diver.  We  thought  the  head  of  the  cane  h^d  been 
gold;  fo  we  carried  it  to  a  goldfmith,  but  he  laughed  at  us, 
and  told  us  it  was  but  brafs :  after  vve  had  committed  this  rob- 
bery,  we  were  purfued,  but  got  clear  oft;  for  crofting  the  way, 
where  fome  watchmen  were  {landing,  and  they  afked  us  what 
was  the  matter  ?  We  told  them,  forne  gentlemen  called  for  a 
chair,  and  fo  we  got  oft. 

About  eight  or  nine  n  cnlhs  ago,  Hugh  Morris,  ORiien, 
johnfon,  and  Warrington,  (aid,  Bernard,  let  us  go  to  Vv  ind- 
14  -F  for. 
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for,  you  know  there  is  an  inflallment,  where  we  fhall  have 
an  opportunity  to  get  good  booty.  Accordingly  we  all  did  ; 
but  when  we  came  down,  we  were  informed,  the  conffabfes 
were  out  after  us ;  fo  that  we  had  not  an  opportunity  to  do 
any  thing  worth  while.  We  could  not  be  idle,  for  a  fmall 
time  that  we  were  there,  we  ufed  to  go  to  chandler's  {hops, 
and  grocers  fhops,  under  a  pretence  of  begging  fome  finall- 
beer,  fo  when  they  went  backwards  to  draw  it,  the  mean 
time  we  took  an  opportunity  to  rob  the  drawers  of  what  mo- 
ney  was  in  them. 

About  twelve  months  ago,  I,  Johnfon,  Hugh  Morris,  and 
Brien,  went  out  towards  Pancras.  We  faw  three  fellows 
going  a  field  or  two  before  us.  I  faid  to  my  companions,  I 
believe  they  are  upon  the  fame  lay  as  we  are.  We  had  not 
gone  far  in  Fig-Lane,  but  we  heard  a  piftoi  go  off,  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  while  after,  we  heard  the  groaning  of  a  man  ;  upon  which 
I  faid,  Thofe  Rogues  have  fhot  the  man,  (whofe  name,  as 
I  have  been  informed,  was  Tickford.)  We  all  agreed  to  fol¬ 
low  them,  and  to  have  fhot  every  one  of  them  for  being  fo 
barbarous  to  commit  murder,  (for  that  I  always  did  abhor) 
we  followed  them  three  fields,  but  could  get  no  fight  of  them. 
So  I  defired  them  to  go  back,  and  fee  if  they  could  find  out 
the  perfon  that  was  fhot,  which  we  did,  and  faw  his  brains 
lying  upon  the  ground,  and  juft  expiring  *. 

In  returning  for  London,  we  met  a  gentleman  in  a  chaife, 
upon  which  Hugh  Morris  attacked,  and  the  gentleman  fail, 
he  was  robbed  by  three  perfons  juft  before,  and  had  nothing. 
But  Hugh  Morris  fwore  he  would  (hoot  him  for  having  no¬ 
thing.  I  flapped  up  to  him,  and  faid.  If  you  hurt  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  I’ll  fhoot  you  through  the  head.  The  gentleman  re¬ 
plied,  God  blefs  you,  you  are  all  young  men,  1  wifhyou  bet¬ 
ter  fuccefs. 

About  ten  months  ago,  we  attacked  all  comers  and  goers 
in  Bond- Street,  by  Hanover-Square  *,  efpecially  one  who  had 
been  at  fea  with  our  companion  johnfon,  but  at  that  time,  he 
faid,  he  lived  with  colonel  Charteris,  as  a  Butler.  When  we 
bid  him  Hand,  he  afked  us,  whether  we  were  upon  our  fun, 
knowing  Johnfon  ?  We  replied.  You  fhall  fee  whether  we 
are  upon  fun.  bo  immediately  fhewed  him  our  pifiols,  at 
which,  he  making  a  noife,  a  gentleman’s  fervant  came  out  to 
his  affiftance,  but  we  foon  made  him  quiet,  for  we  laid  hold 
of  him,  and  was  going  to  rob  him,  but  he  begged  very  much, 
and  faid,  he  was  but  a  poor  fervant,  and  had  but  a  crown  and 


*  We  fhiil  fee  an  account  of  this  murder  in  the  following  tii.il, 
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a  watch  about  him.  We  told  him,  if  he  would  (land  Rill,  and 
not  ftir,  we  would  not  hurt  him.  Upon  this  the  footman  did 
comply,  and  ftood,  and  looked  on  all  the  time  that  we  were 
robbing  John  Ton’s  acquaintance,  who  faid,  he  was  formerly 
a  midfhipman  in  the  fame  {hip  with  him. 

The  next  night  we  met  a  Roman  prieft  in  Hanover-Street, 
by  Hanover*  Square,  as  he  was  knocking  at  his  own  door.  We 
pulled  him  old*  the  fteps,  and  pufhed  him  up  a  gain  ft  his  own 
rails,  when  two  fervant  m  ids  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wav 
looking  out  of  their  windows,  and  feeing  what  we  were  do¬ 
ing,  they  cried  out ;  upon  which,  Brien  ftept  over  with  a 
piftol  in  his  hand,  and  fwore,  if  they  did  not  pull  down  their 
windows,  he  would  {hoot  them.  The  girls  being  frighted, 
put  them  down.  Then  we  rifled  Mr.  Prieft,  and  took  from 
him  a  ftlver-hiltedHword,  a  ftlver  watch,  a  green  purfe  with 
1 os.  6d.  in  gold,  and  fome  ftlver ;  we  likewife  took  a  cane 
from  him,  but  he  begged  we  would  return  him  his  cane  again ; 
accordingly  we  did.  Since  I  have  been  under  my  misfortunes, 

I  lent  to  let  him  know  where  I  had  pawned  his  watch,  but  he 
never  came,  it  lying  but  for  15s.  and  I  believe  the  watch  to 
be  worth  5  or  61.  but  the  fword  I  fold  to  the  honeft  watch¬ 
maker,  near  the  Sun-Tavern,  in  Fleet-Street,  for  1 8s*. 

The  chief  caufe  of  my  coming  to  this  untimely  end,  and 
feveral  more  unhappy  creatures  ruin,  is  owing  to  a  public- 
houfe  in  St  Lawrence-Lane,  in  St.  Giles’s  in  the  Fields,  who 
countenances  us  in  all  our  robberies,  and  likewife  harbours  us, 
whenever  we  have  committed  any.  For  in  the  back  part  of 
the  houfe,  they  have  a  place  where  there  is  feveral  beds  for  us; 
and  we  come  in  at  any  hour  of  the  night ;  and  whatever  we 
get,  we  fpend  there  upon  idle  women.  When  all  is  gone, 
they  encourage  us  to  turn  out  again.  And  in  this  unhappy 
way  of  life  we  live,  till  we  are  brought  to  this  ignominious 
death. 

I  exhort  all  good  people  (efpeciaily  the  officers  of  tbofe  pa- 
rifties  where  there  is  fuch  wicked  houfes)  to  get  them  fuppref- 
fed  ;  for  many  parents  in  this  populous  city,  will  be  bound  to 
pray  for  you. 

I  exhort  more  particularly  the  officers  of  St.  Giles’s  in  the 
Fields,  to  get  that  houfe  above-mentioned  fupprefled,  for  then 
gentlemen  may  go  in  rr.ore  fafety  about  their  lawful  buftnefs, 

*  Edward  Bodcnham,  who.  in  December,  1733,  was  convifted  of  receiving 
a  large  quantity  of  plate,  ftolen  in  the  houfe  of  James  Des  Romaine,  Efq;  ac 
Paddington,  by  William  Br^wn  and  Jofeph  Whitlock,  who  weie  capitally  eon- 
vkkd  the  fame  feflions. 
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and  Hkewife  in  taking  an  airing  to  Hampftead  or  Highgate^ 
without  being  fo  frequently  attacked. 

There  is  one  thing  more,  which  would  be  very  neceflary 
to  be  fupprefted,  and  profecuted  to  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the 
Lw,  that  is,  perfons  who  buy  the  goods  of  us,  which  we  call 
Locks  There  is  one  B — — — •*,  a  watch-maker,  in  Fleet- 
Street,  a  very  remarkable  man,  he  going  aim  oft  double,  with 
his  two  knees  meeting,  i  am  willing  to.  defcribe  him,  that 
you  may  mark  him  from  other  men.  1  have  fold  him  watches 
and  fwofds  many  times,  which  I  have  taken  from  gentlemen  ; 
and  'hkewife  he  keeps  a  houfe  of  ill  fame  in  Fetter-Lane,  to 
the  great  difturbance  of  his  honeft  neighbours. 

This  I  teftiry  to  be  the  truth  of  the  above  facts,  as  l  am  a 
dying  youth. 


In  the  Cells  of  Newgate, 
July  25,  1731. 


B.  FINK. 


4.  Nathaniel  Larnpree,  about  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
of  honeft  parents  in  town,  who  educated  him  at  fchool  for 
jbufmefs,  and  inftrudled  him  in  neceflary  chriifian  principles. 

Fie  was  put  to  a  plaiflerer  in  town,  whom  he  ferved  faith¬ 
fully  feven  years,  and  continued  with  him  near  two  years 
longer,  till  he  was  taken  up,  excepting  that  he  got  two  or 
three  jobs  on  bis  own  account. 

He  at  ftrft  denied  the  crime,  and  Laid  a  great  many  things 
in  his  own  praife ;  but  I  was  informed  by  his  companions, 
and  another  hand,  that  he  did  commit  the  robberies,  and  then 
he  did  not  deny  it,  only  faid,  he  flood  at  a  diftance,  and  got 
none  of  the  plunder ;  but  on  Saturday  evening  before  they 
fuffered,  I  taxed  him  before  his  partners,  Yates,  Drinkwater, 
and  Armftrong  faid,  they  wondered  how  he  could  frame  fuch 
a  lye.  Then  they  queftioned  him  ;  Did  not  you  go  out  witli 
us  that  night  upon  the  fame  defjgn  ?  Was  not  you  equally 
a&ive  with  the  reft?  Did  not  you  drink  liberally  with  us  be¬ 
fore  we  went  out?  And  Armftrong  faid,  Did  not  I  divide  a 
guinea  or  two,  fome  filver,  and  fuch  and  fuch  other  goods 
with  you  ?  He  then  only  alledged,  that  he  got  not  an  equal 
ihare  of  what  was  due  to  him,  and  was  confounded  at  their 
mentioning  all  thefe  particulars.  The  reft  of  them  laid,  they 
believed  it  was  his  firft  adventure,  as  every  body  who  knew 
him  thinks  it  was ;  but,  no  doubt,  he  aflifted  in  the  commift 
jfton  of  four  robberies  that  night.  5 

t  '  ;  ,  }  i  I  i  i  }  ;  l  yti  .  i  4  .  V  i  ■  xj  -  1  • 

9  Boderiham. 


His 
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His  matter  and  miftrefs  gave  him  an  excellent  chara&er  of 
a  good  fervant,  and  were  very  much  troubled  that  he  had 
brought  himfelf  to  fo  great  a  misfortune..  Ke  was  aflli&ed 
with  ficknefs,  but  kept  the  chapel,  and  was  apparently  devout 
and  penitent.  He  declared  that  he  died  in  the  faith  of  Chritt, 
and  in  peace  with  all  mankind. 

They  were  all  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  July  26, 

J731- 


JOHN  DAVIS,  for  Murder  and  Robberies,  July, 


lOHN  DAVIS,  of  St.  Mary,  Iflington,  was  indi&ed  for 
J  aflaulting  William  Walker,  Efq;  in  a  Field  or  open  place 
near  the  king’s  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking 
from  him  a  coat,  a  waiflcoat,  a  pair  of  breeches,  a  hat,  a 
wig,  a  fwcrd,  and  nine-pence  half-penny  in  money,  July  io, 
?/*3^ 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidled  for  the  murder  of  Thomas 
Tickford,  by  difchargmg  a  pittol  loaded  with  powder  and  bul¬ 
lets,  and  thereby  giving  him  one  mortal  wound  in  the  head, 
of  the  length  of  half  an  inch,  and  depth  of  three  inches,  July 
17,  1730. 

He  was  a  third  time  indi&ed  for  aflaulting  Henry  Tickford 
on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a 
handkerchief,  a  hat,  a  mourning  hatband,  a  pair  of  gloves, 
and  nineteen-pence  in  money,  July  17,  1730. 

Firji  Indictment* 


Mr.  Walker-  On  the  10th  of  laft  July,  about  ten. 
o’clock  at  night,  as  I,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  a  painter,  were 
going  along  between  Iflington  and  Old-Street  church,  I  efpied 
the  prifoner  and  another  man  coming  from  behind  a  houfe. 
They  palled  by  me,  and  both  of  them  attacked  Edwards ; 
the  prifoner  being  on  the  London  fide  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
the  other  man  beyond  him,  I  turned  back  to  affifl  my  com¬ 
panion,  and,  drawing  my  fword,  made  a  pafs  at  the  prifoner’s 
partner,  and  1  believe  I  run  him  through  the  body,  and  killed 
him.  What  confirms  me  in  this  opinion  is,  that  not  long  af¬ 
ter,  an  advertifement  was  publifhed,  defiring  fuch  a  perfon  to 
return  to  his  own  habitation,  to  take  off  the  fcandal  that  had 

been 
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been  ead  upon  him,  by  reafon  of  his  not  appearing.  But 
however  that  was,  he  fell  into  a  ditch,  and  pulled  me  upon, 
him,  and  gave  me  feveral  wounds  with  an  indrumeot,  but  I 
don  t  know  what  it  was.  The  prifoner  feeing  his  partner  in 
didrefs,  left  Edwards  and  attacked  me,  upon  which  Edwards 
run  away.  'I  he  prifoner  at  lad  over-powered  me,  beat  me, 
and  bruifed  me  very  much,  and  bid  me  deliver  my  fword,  but 
I  gave  it  a  throw  as  far  as  I  could  into  the  grafs.  Then  he 
Gripped  me,  and,  faying  that  I  had  money  in  my  fhoes,  he 
pulled  them  off,  but  finding  none,  he  threw  them  away,  and 
fo  left  me.  I  made  drift  to  get  to  Iflington,  where  I  lay  three 
months  before  1  recovered  of  the  wounds  and  bruifes  I  had 
received. 

Court.  Are  you  fure  that  the  prifoner  was  the  perfon  who 
robbed  you  ? 

Mr.  JValket.  Yes,  and  1  have  many  times  affirmed,  that 
I  fhould  know  both  him  and  his  partner,  if  I  fhould  fee  them 
again.  I  have  been  in  qued  of  the  prifoner  ever  fince  I  reco¬ 
vered  of  my  wounds :  I  have  fearched  for  him  feveral  times  in 
all  the  prifons  in  London.  And  hearing  at  lad,  that  fuch  a 
man  was  taken  into  cudody  for  dealing  a  cafk  of  fmall-beer, 
I  went  to  fee  him,  and  at  fird  fight  affirmed  that  he  was  the 
man.  Befides,  upon  his  being  apprehended,  he  attempted  to 
make  himfelf  an  evidence,  and  had  put  this  robbery  into  his 
information,  pretending  that  one  Nathaniel  Gravett  was  con¬ 
cerned  with  him  in  it ;  but  I  have  feen  Gravett,  and  am  fure 
that  he  was  not  the  man,  who  was  with  the  prifoner  when  I 
was  robbed. 

Jofcph  Staton.  I  went  with  Mr.  Walker  to  fee  the  prifoner 
in  goal.  I  afked  the  prifoner  if  he  fhould  know  the  gentleman 
he  had  robbed,  at  fuch  a  time  at  Iflington?  He  faid  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  fhould  ;  and  going  to  the  profecutor,  who  was  then 
among  feveral  men,  declared,  that  he  believed  him  to  be  the 
perfon,  he  being  of  the  fame  fize,  and  very  like  him. 

The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty.  Death . 

Second  and  third  Indictment, 

Henry  Tickford.  On  the  17th  of  July  lad,  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  I  and  my  brother  Thomas  Tickford,  (the 
deceafed)  having  been  at  the  funeral  of  one  of  our  brothers, 
we  were  returning  from  Hendon,  and  coming  towards  Lon¬ 
don.  At  the  end  of  Fig-Lane,  a  man  dood  behind  a  pod, 

and 
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and  coming  from  thence  up  to  my  brother,  bid  him  {land  and 
deliver  ;-and  then  cried  Hip  !  upon  which  the  prifoner  came 
up  out  of  a  ditch.  My  brother  falling  back,  bid  them  keep 
off  ;  upon  which  they  both  fired  together.  There  was  ano¬ 
ther  man  likewife  came  out  of  the  ditch,  when  the  former 
cried  Hip !  My  brother  was  (hot  in  the  forehead  and  the 
cheek,  and  fell  down  immediately,  and  never  fpoke  one  word 
more,  though  he  lived  thirty-three  hours  afterwards.  They 
flung  me  upon  my  back  to  fearch  for  my  money  ;  unbuttoned 
my  coat,  and  made  me  pull  it  off,  and  afked  me  what  money 
mv  brother  had  ?  I  (aid  I  could  not  tell.  The  prifoner  took 
my  wig  and  looked  upon  it  by  moon  light.  One  of  them  was 
for  killing  me  too,  but  I  begged  hard  for  my  life,  and  faid  it 
was  very  hard,  that  one  brother  had  been  killed  in  coming 
from  another  brother’s  funeral,  and  that  the  third  muft  be 
killed  too.  At  lafi:  the  prifoner  faid,  No,  leave  him  alive  to 
bury  the  old  rogue  his  brother.  They  afked  me,  "Who  was 
behind  ?  or  coming  that  way  ?  for  I  fuppofe  they  thought  that 
more  perfons  might  be  coming  from  the  funeral.  But  I  told 
them  none  that  I  knew  of. 

Mary  Tickford.  The  deceafed  was  brought  home  at  about 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  in  a  miferable  condition,  wound** 
ed  in  the  forehead  and  the  cheek. 

Mr.  Hawkins ,  furgeon.  i  was  called  to  the  deceafed  at 
two  in  the  morning,  and  faw  that  his  wounds  were  mortal ; 
and  afterwards  upon  opening  his  head,  I  found  that  one  bul¬ 
let  had  gone  quite  through  his  cheek,  and  the  other  was 
lodged  in  one  of  the  coats  of  the  brain. 

Sarah  Carter.  The  prifoner  owned  that  he  was  prefent  at 
the  robbery  and  murder,  but  faid,  he  was  not  the  perfon  who 
fhot  the  deceafed. 

Jonathan  Broadhurji .  I  heard  the  prifoner  own,  that  he 
was  concerned  in  the  robbery,  and  that  he  had  the  profecutor’s 
hat,  gloves,  handkerchief,  and  money. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  both  the  indictments. 
Death. 

He  was  a  fourth  time  indicted  for  Healing  a  cafk  of  fmalB 
beer,  value  4s.  6d.’thc  goods  of  John  Brown,  June  1, 
47'3r. 

for  this  fa£t  the  prifoner  was  apprehended,  and  being  car¬ 
ried  before  [uftice  Dennet,  he  made  an  information  of  the 
murder  and  robberies  mentioned  above,  in  hopes  of  being  ad¬ 
mitted  an  evidence;  but  he  found  himfelf  difappointed.  And 
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being  now  convidfted  of  thefe  capital  offences,  the  court 
thought  it  unneceiTary  to  try  him  for  the  fingle  felony  of  ileal* 
ing  fmall-beer. 

* 

The  Ordinary  s  Account  of  J o h N  Davis. 

"John  Davis?  about  29  years  of  age,  of  honeft,  but  mean 
parents,  born  at  Portfmouth,  from  whence  they  removed  to 
London,  and  his  father  died  and  left  him  young.  His  mo¬ 
ther  was  a  careful  induftrious  woman,  and  did  what  (he  could 
for  the  keeping  of  fix  young  children.  She  put  John  to  fchoo), 
but  he  was  a  crofs  perverfe  boy,  difobedient  to  his  mother, 
would  not  keep  to  fchool,  and  knew. but  little  of  religion,  and 
other  things.  He  went  of  errands,  and  did  any  little  thing 
he  could  towards  getting  his  bread,  till  a  perfon,  feeing  him  a 
ftrong  large  boy,  was  willing  to  take  him,  and  would  have  bred 
him  a  mafon  ;  but  he  was  not  willing  to  apply,  fo  as  to  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  his  bufinefs  ;  yet  he,  being  of  a  robuft  c^n- 
ilitution,  his  mafter,  the  mafon,  employed  him  in  fawing  of 
ftones,  by  which  employment  he  had  gains,  and  wanted  no¬ 
thing,  and  then  he  married  a  wife,  whom  he  left  with  three 
poor  young  children. 

When  he  was  wearied  with  ftone  fawing,  he  ferved  brew¬ 
ers,  and  learned  to  brew  fmall  beer.  In  this  he  fucceeded 
better,  and  made  fifty  pound  a  year  ;  but  getting  into  idle 
company,  he  one  night  in  a  drunken  fit  lifted  himfelf  in  the 
fecond  regiment  of  guards  ;  but  repenting  of  this  adfion  when 
he  came  to  himfelf,  he  abfented  from  the  regiment,  would 
not  wear  the  livery,  and  never  learned  the  exercife.  And 
being  liable  to  be  taken  up  for  a  deferter,  he  was  obliged 
to  hide,  and  when  he  went  abroad  to  go  in  a  conftant  diL 

followed  the  brewing  of  fmalhbeer,  till  his  neighbour 

R - -  d  J—  — -s  ad v i fed  him  to  give  over  that  nafty,  fla- 

vi(h  trade,  and  go  and  buy  piftols,  for  raifing  of  contribution 
on  the  highway.  Accordingly  they  went  into  Holborn,  and 
purchafed  two  piftols  and  a  half  blunderbufs,  which  was  all 

the  arms  he  ever  ufed  on  the  highway;  although  J - — s 

carried  along  with  him  alfo  a  {harp  knife,  and  fometimes  a 
dagger. 

Davis  made  a  little  fcruple  to  engage  in  fuch  dangerous  ex¬ 
ploits,  but  J— - s  told  him,  there  was  no  fuch  great  dan¬ 

ger  5  that  it  was  needlefs  for  them  to  work  fo  hard  for  their 
bread,  when  they  might  get  money  enough,  for  being  at  the 

pains 
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pains  to  walk  out  a  little.  Davis  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  what 
he  was  not  averfeto:  fo  they  kept  together,  went  out  upon 
their  expeditions,  and  for  three  or  four  years  have  lived  upon 
their  purchafe  on  the  highway,  and  they  have  been  constantly 
bufied  in  doing  mifchief,  and,  like  the  d— 1,  going  about 
feeking  whom  they  may  devour. 

The  robbery  near  Pancras  he  committed  ;  but  he  faid,  it 
was  his  partner  who  murdered  the  honeft  man,  Thomas 
Tickford  ;  for  he  added,  that  J - s  was  a  cruel  bloody  fel¬ 

low,  and  fet  no  value  upon  a  man’s  life ;  but  he  was  always 
angry  with  him  for  his  barbarous  difpofition :  and  though  the 
law  fuppofed  him  guilty  of  the  murder,  becaufe  prefent  when 
it  happened,  yet  he  thought  himfelf  innocent,  becaufe  he  ne¬ 
ver  had  any  fuch  intention.  I  told  him,  though  his  not  ac¬ 
tually  committing  the  crime,  might  extenuate  the  guilt,  yet 
he  could  not  be  thought  innocent,  as  having  gone  upon  a  de-» 
fign  of  violently  attacking  people,  in  order  to  rob  them, 
which,  in  cafe  of  oppofition,  is  commonly  attended  with 
murder ;  and  that  he,  as  he  owned,  abetted,  and  fuccoured 
this  murderer,  which  made  him  guilty  :  therefore  I  exhorted 
him  not  to  deceive  himfelf  with  a  thought  of  innocence  ;  but 
particularly  to  repent  of  the  fin  of  murder. 

At  the  bar,  when  he  received  fentence,  he  faid,  Yates 
and  his  companions  knew  that  he  did  not  do  the  murder. 
Yates  faid  he  was  upon  the  fame  road,  and  upon  the  fame 
defign  ;  but  that  they  knew  nothing  of  one  another’s  company, 
and  they  were  at  a  great  diitance,  and  he  in  no  wife  knew 
who  did  the  murder. 

He  owned  alfo,  that  he  aflifled  at  the  robbery  of  Mr. 
Walker,  in  the  field  between  Old-ftreet  church  and  Iflington, 
where  they  treated  the  gentleman  moft  inhumanly,  having 
given  him  feveral  wounds  in  the  breaft,  after  he  had  made  a 
brave  defence,  when  a  man  who  was  in  his  company  run 
away,  Mr.  Walker  having  refcued  him  from  them  ;  but 
they  becoming  mafter  both  of  himfelf  and  his  fword,  they 
barbaroufly  {tripped,  and  left  him  naked,  and  deadly  wounded, 
though  it  pleafed  God  to  recover  him.  This  was  at  ten  at 
night,  the  tenth  of  July,  1730. 

The  two  robberies  committed  upon  the  twenty  eighth  of 
January,  1730,  when  a  peruke,  value  twenty  fhillings,  a 
guinea,  and  two  or  three  fhillings,  were  taken  from  one; 
a  watch,  two  guineas,  and  feventeen  fhillings,  were  taken 
from  another  gentleman,  for  which  robberies  Francis  Hack- 
about  was  executed  on  Friday,  the  17th  of  April,  1730. 
14  Both 
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Both  thefe  robberies  Davis  Did  he  committed,  and  that. 
Hackabout  knew  nothing  of  them. 

Davis  begged  forgivdnefs-  of  God,  for  bringing  another 
to  an  untimely  end  by  his  villainies.  He  alfo  with  his  com¬ 
panion  j — > — —  s  robbed  a  waggon  near  Marybone,  about  a 
year  ago,  of  feveral  parcels  of  valuable  goods,  fuch  as  iilkss 
o£c,  A  highwayman  on  horfeback  had  fir  It  flopped  the  wag¬ 
gon,  and  he  pleaded  hard  for  a  (hare  of  the  plunder,  faying* 
he  was  very  poor,  and  I  hope  brethren  you  will  pity  me.  No, 
replied  they,  brother  of  the  trade,  there  is  nothing  due  to  you, 
for  fugh  goods  as  thefe  belong  not  to  your  way  or  bufinefs. 
After -a  tedious  importunity,  they  threw  two  fowls  to  him, 
and  bid  him  go  and  cram  his  hungry  guts  with  ihofe. 

I  afked  him  what  number  of  robberies  he  had  committed* 
He  faid,  he  kept  no  calendar ;  but  he  very  ingenuoufly  told 
me  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable,  and  that  the  reft  of  them 
Were  very  numerous,  far  above  his  memory,  he  having  no 
way  of  living  for  fome  years  paft,  but  by  thieving  or  rob- 
bjng^  _  ; 

H is  confcience  often  checked  him  ;  and  when  his  friends 
told  him  what  would  be  the  end  of  his  loofe,  idle  life,  he 
made  vows  of  amendment,  but  never  had  the  virtue  or 
grace  to  perform  them.  He  threatened  fometimes  to  make 
away  with  himfelf  out  of  defpair ;  but  all  convictions,  and 
fipnfe  of  duty  left  him,  when  he  met  with  his  companions 
again. 

He  wept  and  groaned  much,  and  feemed  very  penitent. 
He  behaved  well,  and  acknowledged  his  fenterree  aloft  juft* 
He  declared  his  faith  irrCHrift,  that  he  lmcerely  repented  of 
all  his  bos,  and  died  in  peace  with  all  men. 

At  the  place  of  execution,  Davis  faid,  that  it  was  not  he 
that  (tabbed,  the  gentleman,  and  feuffied  with  him  in  the  fields 
near  Iftmgton.  He  defined  alfo,  that  the  world  might  be 

acquainted,  that  he  Committed  the  highway  robbery,  fof 

.  .  . . .  ;  <  '  ..  <  ‘  1  .  \  ? 

*  Kaek about  was  convicted  of  thefe  two  robberies,  in  February,  172.9-30, 
The  fir  ft  k  as  up  oh  Aistroh  Dui'e1,  arid  the  other  at  the  fame  time  and  place, 
Upo.  George  Bailey.  ihe  prcfecQtors  were  both  positive,  that  Hackabout, 
2410  another  map  sobhed  tfctrn  near  the  I)og-h<uie,  between  feven  and  eight  at 
r  tph>,  When  Hackabout  lay  under  Sentence,  he  owned,  that  tie  had  com- 
Kryitctl  a  jrrear  marry  iflreer-robberies,  but  denied  to  the  lafk,  that  he  was  any 
Wats  concerned  in  tboie  for  which  he  \*as  going  to  buffer. 

He  lo  4  been  tried  m  December,  3729,  for  dealing  nine  Canary  birds,  but 
acquitted.  i,  k 
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Which  one  Walker  was  blamed,  and  that  he  is  altogether  in 
xiocent  thereof. 


Davis  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  |ulv 
I731.  7’  J  7 
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^AMU^L  CHERRY  was  indited  for  the  murder  of  Peter 
Longworth,  by  giving  him  with  a  drawn  fword,  one 
mortal  wound  near  the  left  pap,  of  the  length  of  half  an 
inch,  and  depth  of  two  inches,  Auguft  the  feventeenth  of 
which  he  languifhed  till  the  twenty-third  of  Odober  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  then  died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indited  on  the  coroner’s  inquifnion 
for  manllaughter.  ^ 

Lewis  Jones.  Ant  pleafe  your  lordfhip,  my  name  is  Lewi's 
Chones,  ant  i  was  upon  the  place  of  aflion  all  the  time,  ant 
1  took  creat  notices  ant  opferfations  of  efery  thing,  fo  afs  I 
can  ktf  your  lortfnip  as  coot  and  petter  an  account  afs  any 
potty.  Put  my  lort  I  have  peen  waiting  ant  attenting  here 
this  tree  tays,  and  pringing  creat  charges^upon  myfelf,  while 
1  might  haf  peen  toing  of  pufinefs,  and  ketting  of  monies, 
which  is  a  fery  create  hartfhip  upon  me,  and  therefore  I  peck 
your  lortfhip  to  confitter  of  it,  that  I  may  have  fome  fatis- 
fadhons  for  all  my  pains,  ant  trouples,  and  churches. 

,  Court-  In  c>vil  cafes,  a  man  may  demand  fometbin<r  for  his 
time  and  trouble,  before  he  gives  evidence  ■,  but  here  the  cafe 
is  different,  and  no  fuch  thing  is  allowed. 

Lewis  Jones.  Well,  my  lort,  fmce  this  cafe  is  tifferent, 
and  a  man  mull  not  tement  fatisfadlion  before  he  kifs  his  elH- 
dence,  I  fupmitto  co  on,  put  I  hope  your  lortfhip  will  fpeak  to 
ms  machefty  to  confitter  of  it  hereafter.  And  fo  afs  1  was 
telimg  your  lortfhip,  I  was  in  the  Artillery-Grount,  near  the 
wad,  on  the  feventeenth  of  Auguft,  and  there  was  fome  poys 
th«  cry  t,  Small  coal !  fmall  coal  !  ‘  ' 

Court.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  murder  ? 

Lewis  Jones.  Yes,  my  lort ;  but  kif  me  leaf  to  tell  mv 

m°Wn  way’  ant  1  wiU  kif  y°«  a  full  and  true  account 
*  ie  ^0rc  ant  the  long  of  the  ftory. 
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The  teceafet  (loot  within  a  yart  of  me,  ant  the  prnTone# 
wafs  ftanting  century  ofer  the  arms,  at  the  farther  corner* 
Soon  after,  a  man  came  ant  took  up  a  firelock,  and  I  mvfelf 
hafing  the  honor  to  pe  a  little  acquaintet  with  military  art3 
wafs  the  refTon  of  my  making  remarks  upon  what  came  in  my 
way.  And  fo  I  took  notices  that  the  prifToner  run  after  the 
man,  ant  prought  pack  the  firelock.  Then  I  gave  myfelf 
time  to  make  more  opferfations,  and  there  wafs  a  poy  cry’t. 
Small  coal  !  two  pence  a  peck  !  and  fo  I  thought  proper  to 
make  enquiries  apout  the  Small  Coal ;  ant  fome  potty  tolt 
me,  that  the  prifToner  wafs  a  Small  Coal  Man  ;  and  py 
that  I  fount  the  poy  was  making  came  of  him.  And  in¬ 
lets  he  wafs  tevilifh  angry  at  it ;  for  when  he  heert  ’em 
cry  Small  coal,  he  pecun  to  crin  his  teeth  ant  pe  in  a 
paffion  ;  and  when  I  faw  that  his  plut  was  up,  I  pecun  to 
take  more  opferfations,  as  you  fhall  hear  py  and  py.  So 
teceafet  hat  cot  a  pit  of  mutton  in  his  hant,  and  he  fait. 
Who  will  lend  me  a  knife  to  cut  a  pit  of  meat,  to  flop  that 
man's  mouth,  that  he  mayn’t  fpoii  his  teeth  with  crinningf 
Ant  a  woman  fait  to  the  prifoner.  You  fhould  not  be  fo  in- 
rigid.  And  he  ftruck  her  with  his  hant,  and  fait,  Tam  her 
plut  for  a  pitch,  what  pufinefs  wafs  it  of  hers  ?  And  fomet 
potty  fait,  it  was  a  creat  fhame  that  a  man  that  cry’t 
Small  Coal  apout  the  ftreet  for  his  pread,  fhould  pe  truftet 
with  a  naket  fwort,  when  he  could  not  keep  his  hants  off 
a  woman.  So  the  prifToner  crint  his  teeth,  and  threatened 
to  flick  fome  of  them.  And  I  lookt  apout  for  more 
opferfations,  and  fee  two  trums  fall  down,  put  it  wafs  not 
the  teceafet  that  mettled  with  ’em.  Ant  then  the  prifToner 
wafs  enrached,  and  trawed  his  packonet,  ant  run  ofer  the 
arms  after  him  ;  whereof  I  fount  there  was  mifchief  coing 
forwart,  and  fo  I  took  creat  notices  of  efery  think.  Then 
the  prifToner  flruck  the  teceafet  with  the  fiat  Tite  of  his  packo¬ 
net,  and  fait,  Stant  py  !  and  then  the  teceafet  took  his  fift  a 
thruft'n,|and  I  went  to  the  prifToner,  I  think  you  call  it  tart- 
ing,  for  I  call  it  fo  in  my  Welch  way.  Ant  upon  that  the 
prifToner  took  his  fwort  fo — —and  ftopt  him  in  the  left  fite. 
Then  the  teceafed  aimt  a  plow  at  the  prisoner's  right  eye,  and 
fait  as  how  he  woult  fight  him.  No,  h  on  eft  fricnt,  fays  I, 

you  (han't  fight  now  pecaufe  you  are  a  dead  man. - - — 

He  was  not  among  the  arms  when  the  prifToner  run  after 
him. 

John  Doivns.  The  prifoner  was  fet  centry  over  the  arms. 
He  went  to  another  centry  who  was  oppofite  to  him,  and 
ftruck  him,  for  not  drawing  his  fword.  A  woman  faid, 

v  J  This 
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This  is  fome  bufy  meddling  fellow.  Upon  which  he  (truck 
her  too,  and  faid,  D— n  you,  (land  off.  I  afked  him  if  he  was 

not  alhamed  to  (trike  a  woman  f  He  d - d  me,  and  bid  me 

ftand  off.  The  deceafed,  who  was  at  a  little  diftance,  faid. 
The  man  is  a  hungry,  and  that  makes  him  fo  angry  :  give 
him  a  piece  of  mutton.  The  prifoner  croffed  over  die  arms 
and  faid  to  him,  Stand  off  !  the  deceafed  held  up  a  piece  of 
mutton,  and  faid,  Here,  will  you  have  a  bit  or  no  ?  And  at 
the  fame  time  made  a  motion  to  fight  ;  but  I  don’t  know  that 
he  (truck  the  prifoner,  and  then  the  prifoner  (tabbed  him  in 
the  (tomach. 

John  Read,  The  arms  were  grounded  near  the  mutter 
table.  The  prifoner  (truck  the  oppofite  centry,  but  not  in 
anger,  and  faid,  Why  don’t  you  draw  your  fword  ?  A  wo¬ 
man  faid,  Small  Coal !  feveral  boys  took  the  hint,  and  ran 
about  the  prifoner,  crying  Small  Coal!  Small  Coal!  he 
(truck  fome  of  them,  and  they  in  revenge  pufhed  down  the 
drums.  "The  deceafed  came  up  with  a  piece  of  meat  in  his 
hand,  and  faid,  You  look  as  if  you  were  a  hungry,  will  you 
eat  a  bit  of  mutton  ?  I  did  not  fee  him  (trike  the  prifoner, 
but  I  faw  the  prifoner  thruft  at  him  with  a  fword. 

Daniel  Woodham ,  furgeon.  I  attended  the  deceafed.— 
The  firft  week  I  thought  he  was  out  of  danger.  In  three 
weeks  the  wound  appeared  to  be  well ;  but  he  afterwards  grew 
worfe,  and  died  in  October.  I  believe  the  wound  was  the 
caufe  ©f  his  death,  though  there  was  no  fign  of  it  before  the 
body  was  opened.  It  entered  juft  below  the  breaft-bone,  by 
the  cartilago  enfiformis,  and  palled  obliquely  upwards.  The 
breaft  was  full  of  bloody  matter  :  there  might  be  two  quarts. 
The  left  lobe  of  the  lungs  was  wounded,  as  it  appeared  when 
dilated,  and  it  had  dropped  till  it  was  almoft  loft.  It  was  a 
very  uncommon  cafe. 

Starkey  Middleton,  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion.  The  left 
part  of  the  thorax  was  full  of  corrupted  matter  and  blood. 
The  left  lobe  of  the  lungs  was  almoft  wafted.  He  was  con¬ 
tinually  wafting  away.  As  the  wound  went  upwards,  it  muft 
reft  on  the  diaphragma. 

The  Prifoner' s  Defence, 

Prifoner.  I  marched  for  my  mafter  in  the  trained-bands, 
and  was  fet  centinel  over  the  arms.  One  took  up  a  firelock, 
I  ftepped  after  him,  and  made  him  bring  it  back.  Others 
took  up  other  firelocks  on  purpofe  to  teize  me,  called  me. 
Jack  in  Office,  and  threw  ftones,  I  bid  the  woman  keep 

oft. 
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ofF,  but  did  not  ftrike  her.  The  deceafed  faid,  I  was  a  brea«f 
and  cheefe  foldier,  and  if  i  behaved  well  I  fhould  have  an  egg 
for  fupper.  He  fmeared  the  arms  with  a  bit  of  meat,  and 
then  kicked  the  duft  on  them.  I  told  him,  if  he  would  not 
keep  back,  I  would  give  him  a  flap,  and  I  flruck  him  with 
the  flat  of  my  fword,  upon  which  he  ftruck  me  in  the  face 
feveral  times.  1  retreated,  and  held  my  fword  thus1—-— 
to  keep  him  off,  and  whether  the  mob  pufhed  him,  or  he 
came  forwards  of  himfelf,  I  can’t  fay,  but  he  run  againft  the 
point  of  my  fword. 

Moft  of  thefe  particulars  were  confirmed  by  feveral  wit- 
nefles,  and  others  gave  him  the  character  of  a  peaceable,  fober 
young  man,  and  not  fubjedt  to  quarrel,  fwear,  or  give  abu- 
five  language. 

The  jury  acquitted  him. 


ROBERT  HALLAM,  for  the  Murder  of  his  Wife^ 

Jan.  1731-2. 

OBERT  HALLAM  was  indidted  for  the  murder  of  Jane 
*  his  wife,  fhe  being  then  big  with  child,  by  throwing  her 
out  of  a  window  one  pair  of  flairs  high,  upon  a  Hone  pave- 
ment,  whereby  fhe  received  feveral  mortal  bruifes,  of  which 
fhe  inftantly  died,  Dec.  §. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition 
for  the  faid  murder. 

The  witnefles  were  examined  apart. 

Charles  Bird ,  the  prifoner’s  apprentice.  On  Wednefday 
Dec.  9,  about  eleven  at  night,  I  went  to  bed,  and  fell  afleep, 
but  was  waked  by  a  noife  between  twelve  and  one.  I  heard 
my  miflrefs,  in  the  room  under  me,  cry  Murder  !  For  God’s 
fake  don’t  murder  me  !  for  the  Lord’s  fake,  Robin,  don’t 
murder  me !  pity  me,  for  Chrift’s  fake  1  for  my  poor  fami¬ 
ly’s  fake  !  Then  file  called  to  me,  Charles  F  Charles  !  Charles! 
And  once  fhe  cried  louder  than  ordinary.  The  prifonef  faid, 
G — d  d — n  ye,  what  do  ye  want  with  Charles  ?  I  was  afraid 
he  would  come  up  to  me,  and  fo  I  ftept  out  of  bed,  and  was 
going  to  get  out  of  the  window  to  fave  myfelf,  but  a  child 
that  lay  with  me  (who  was  lame,  and  could  not  fpsak  plain. 
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tho’  it  was  ten  years  old)  cried  Sharly  !  Sharly  !  do  not  go. 
So  I  went  into  bed  again.  I  heard  a  great  many  violent 
blows,  which  by  the  found,  I  thought  were  given  with  the 
tongs  or  fire-(hovel.  By  and  by  the  neighbours  cried  mur¬ 
der  !  and  I  heard  the  ftreet  door  open.  I  thought  the  people 
without  had  broke  it  open,  but  prefently  the  prifoner  came 
up  (lairs  into  his  own  chamber ;  1  knew  it  was  he,  becaufe  I 
heard  him  a  fcolding  again.  I  got  up  about  fix  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  as  1  was  going  down  (lairs,  I  heard  a  low  voice, 
(which  I  thought  was  my  miftrefs’s)  and  it  (aid,  Charles,  (Irike 
a  light,  and  draw  fome  beer  in  the  tin-pot.  I  did  fo,  and 
brought  it  up,  and  the  voice  (aid,  fet  it  down  upon  the  chef! ; 
which  I  did,  but  I  neither  faw  his  nor  her  face,  for  they  were 
both  covered  in  the  bed.  Then  the  voice  bid  me  make  a  fire, 
and  I  made  one,  and  while  I  was  blowing  it  up,  I  heard  two 
or  three  difmal  groans.  This  was  between  fix  and  feven  in 
the  morning,  and  then  I  went  to  my  work  at  the  plying- 
place,  a  (tone’s  throw  from  our  alley.  The  prifoner  is  a 
waterman,  and  I  am  his  prentice.  About  eight  o’clock  Job 
Allen  came  and  told  me  my  miftrefs  was  dead.  Then  I  have 
loft  a  very  good  miftrefs,  fays  I,  and  fo  I  ran  home  and  faw 
Dr.  Smith  and  the  conftable,  and  the  prifoner,  ’and  found  it 
was  too  true,  my  poor  miftrefs  was  dead  indeed. 

Prifoner ,  You  faid  you  thought  it  was  I  that  came  up  (lairs, 
becaufe  you  heard  my  voice  afterwards.  How  do  you  know 
hut  it  was  your  miftrefs  that  came  up  ? 

Bird.  I  thought  it  was  not  poflible  for  her  to  come  up  fo 
I'eadily,  after  fo  many  violent  blows  had  been  given  her. 

Prifoner.  Did  you  hear  us  both  go  down  ? 

Bird.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  heard  any  more  than 
one. 

Prifoner.  When  you  came  home  to  dinner  the  day  before 
this  happened,  did  not  (he  fay  (he  would  give  you  no  vi&uals, 
for  (he  defigned  to  make  away  with  herfelf  ? 

Bird.  No,  there  was  cold  beef  for  dinner.  I  defired  fhe 
would  let  me  broil  it,  and  (he  faid  with  all  her  heart.  She 
was  as  good  a  woman  as  ever  broke  bread. 

Ann  Anderfon.  I  live  next  door  to  the  prifoner.  There  is 
only  a  thin  deal  partition  betwixt  his  room  and  mine.  Be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  one  that  night,  I  heard  him  fay  to  his  wife, 
G — d  d — n  ye,  tell  me  the  truth.  Several  blows  were  given. 
I  waked  my  hufband,  and  faid,  Haliam’s  a  beating  his  wife 
according  to  cuftom.  She  got  from  him,  and  run  down  (lairs, 
and  out  at  the  ftreet  door,  he  followed.  I  opened  my  win¬ 
dow,  and  faw  him  beat  her  in  the  ftreet,  and  force  her  in  a- 


u6  ROBERT  HALLAM,  fo t  Murder, 

gain.  He  (hut  the  door,  and  while  (he  was  in  the  entry  (he 
called  Charles  !  Charles !  Charles !  When  they  came  into  the 
chamber  again,  I  heard  a  great  many  unmerciful  blows,  which 
by  the  jarring  found,  I  thought  were  given  with  the  fire  (ho¬ 
vel  or  tongs ;  and  as  if  her  breath  was  almoft  gone,  (he  cried. 
Oh !  Oh  !  Oh  !  The  blows  were  more  like  beating  an  ox 
than  a  woman  big  with  child.  Soon  after  (he  cried,  O  Robin] 
(pare  mv  life  !  don’t  kill  me,  for  God’s  fake!  for  Chrift’s 
fake !  for  my  poor  infant’s  fake !  Then  I  heard  a  ftruggling 
and  ruffling  towards  the  window.  She  gave  a  lamentable 
Ihriek,  and  prefently  fomething  rufhed  from  the  window  with 
fuch  violence,  that  I  thought  the  window  frame  had  follow¬ 
ed.  This  was  between  twelve  and  one.  1  jumped  out  of 
bed,  and  ran  to  the  window,  and  looked  out.  He  ran  down 
flairs,  and  out  of  doors  in  his  fhirt,  with  a  candle  in  his  hand. 
His  wife  was  lying  in  the  ftreet.  He  d— d  her  for  a  b— h, 
and  laid,  Ihe  was  drunk,  and  fetting  the  candle  down  on  a 
bench,  he  took  her  by  the  arms,  and  dragged  her  backwards 
up  the  fteps  into  the  entry,  and  (hut  the  door.  As  he  was 
hauling  her  in,  I  called  out,  You  villain  !  you  have  thrown 
your  wife  out  of  the  window,  and  killed  her.  The  neigh¬ 
bours  were  alarmed,  and  came  out,  and  faid.  For  Chrift’s 
fake  don’t  ufe  the  poor  woman  fo,  but  let  fomebody  help  her. 
But  he  would  let  nobody.  When  he  had  got  her  in,  I  heard 
fever al  groans,  and  thought  (he  might  be  in  labour,  for  (he 
was  fo  near  her  time,  that  (he  looked  every  hour.  But  about 
fix  o’clock  (he  died ;  and  half  an  hour  after,  he  went  and 
brought  a  midwife.  O  ye  villain,  fays  I,  you  have  called  a 
midwife  now  your  wife  is  dead  !  About  nine,  I  went  in,  when 
the  dodtor  was  there,  and  he  faid,  (he  had  been  dead  a  long 
time.  Her  right  hand  was  cut  acrofs  the  fingers,  and  the  win¬ 
dow  poft  was- bloody  with  ftruggling.  The  prifoner  faid,  fee 
how  the  wicked  jade  has  cut  her  hand  with  the  glafs  window 
in  getting  out.  But  I  looked,  and  there  was  not  one  pane 
of  glafs  broke,  nor  any  of  the  glafs  bloody,  but  only  the 
poft. 

His  wife  (hewed  me  her  arms  twice,  a  good  while  ago,  and 
they  were  as  black  as  your  lordlhip’s  gown,  and  therefore  he 
has  bore  me  malice  ever  finee. 

Swan  And  erf  on.  The  prifoner  came  home  between  eleven 
and  twelve  at  night,  and  begun  to  beat  and  abufe  his  wife. 
She  ran  down  (lairs,  but  be  followed,  and  catched  her  juft 
without  the  ftreel  door,  and  beat  her  fo  barbaroudy,  that  be 
railed  ad  the  neighbours.  He  beat  her  through  the  entry  up 
flairs,  and  in  the  chamber.  She  cried,  Oh  !  Oh  !  Oh  !  and 

after- 
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afterwards,  O  Robin,  what  are  you  going  to  do?  for  God’s 
fake  fpare  my  life !  don't  kill  me  for  Chrift’s  fake  !  for  my 
poor  family’s  fake  !  Then  I  heard  a  ftrugling  and  a  ruffling, 
like  the  ruffling  of  a  tarpaulin.  The  woman  gave  a  great 
fhriek,  and  fomething  rufhed  at  once  out  of  the  window.  I 
could  hear  very  plain,  for  there’s  only  a  thin  partition  parts 
his  room  and  mine.  I  and  my  wife  jumped  out  of  bed*  and 
went  to  our  window.  The  deceafed  was  then  lying  on  the 
ffone  pavement  like  a  log,  and  neither  ffirred  hand  nor  foot. 
The  prifoner  came  out  with  a  candle,  and  fetting  it  down, 
he  took  her  by  the  {boulders,  and  hauled  her  upon  her  back 
up  three  heps.  My  wife  and  others  called  to  him,  but  he 
took  no  notice  of  them,  but  {hut  the  door,  and  dragged  the 
deceafed  up  {fairs.  It  muff  be  he  that  did  it,  for  no  body  was 
there  to.do  it  but  himfelf.  I  heard  feveral  heavy  groans. 

Prifoner.  Did  not  hie  walk  up  {fairs  herfelf? 

Swan  Anderfon.  Walk  !  No,  it  was  impoffible  fhe 
-‘fhould. 

Prifoner.  Did  not  you  afterwards  hear  her  fpeak  in  the 

chamber  ? 

S.  A.  No,  and  I  believe  (lie  was  not  able  to  fpeak;  but  I 
heard  you  mutter  fomething  to  yourfelf. 

"John  Fleming .  1  live  next  door  to  the  prifoner,  in  tne 

back  part  of  the  houfe,  and  can  hear  every  word  that  is  fpoke 
in  his  room.  I  have  frequently  heard  out-cries  of  murder. 
Particularly  about  three  weeks  before  her  death,  he  beat  hei , 
and  fwore  he’d  be  her  butcher,  if  he  was  hanged  for  it.  She 
cried  out,  Oh  !  for  God’s  fake,  mercy  !  pity  me  !  pity  the 
tender  infant  within  me  !  D — n  ye  for  a  b  h,  fays  he,  I  11 
fend  you  and  your  infant  to  the  devil  together,  I  ii  fpht  your 
fkull,  and  da(h  your  brains  out  againfl  the  back  of  the  chim¬ 
ney  !  I  know  I  fhall  come  to  be  hanged  at  I  yburn  for  ye. 
And  the  night  fhe  was  killed,  I  heard  him  give  her  a  g- eat 
many  blows  t  For  God’s  fake,  fays  fhe,  and  tor  rny  poor 
children’s  fake,  don’t  murder  me  !  i  hen  fhe  called  Charles  1 
Charles  !  Charles!  And  afterwards  gave  a  gieat  fhriek.  I 
heard  Mrs.  Anderfon  get  out  of  bed,  and  open  her  window  , 
and  fay,  He  has  thrown  his  wife  out  of  trie  window.  I 
flruck  a  light,  and  faw  it  was  half  an  nour  after  twelve. 
After  he  was  taken  up,  1  heard  him  fay,  I  will  not  wrong 
my  confcience,  I  believe  the  blows  I  gave  her,  and  my  thieat- 
ening  to  fetch  my  cane,  made  her  go  out  of  the  window ,  but 
I  was  not  then  in  the  chamber.  He  was  before  a  jutb.ee  nine 
months  ago,  for  throwing  her  on  the  bed,  vchile  he  had  a 

knife  in  his  mouth,  and  threatening  to  rip  her  u[* 

14  R  Prifoner. 
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Prifoner .  Did  not  the  blows  found  as  if  they  were  againft 
a  door,  to  get  it  open  ? 

J.  F.  No,  they  founded  as  if  ftruck  againft:  a  human 
body. 

Prifoner -  Had  fhe  any  marks  after  fhe  was  dead  ? 

J.  F.  Yes,  all  her  left  fide  was  black,  and  fo  was  the 
body  of  the  child  within  her,  and  part  of  its  head  was 
greenifh. 

Ann  Anderfon.  I  found  a  great  many  marks  of  black  and 
blue,  that  mu  ft  have  been  made  by  dreadful  blows. 

James  Furnell.  I  and  Richard  Horfeford  were  going  along 
the  ftreet  that  night,  and  near  100  yards  before  we  came  to 
the  prifoner’s  door,  I  heard  the  blows,  and  an  out- cry  of  Oh  ! 
Oh  !  As  we  came  nearer,  the  cries  encreafed.  Says  I,  to  Mr. 
Horfeford,  This  fellow  will  kill  his  wife.  We  palled  the  door, 
for  we  were  going  to  a  houfe  beyond,  but  thinking  we  had 
gone  too  far,  we  turned  back.  And  I  heard  the  woman  fay 
twice  or  thrice,  For  God’s  fake,  Robin,  fave  my  life  ;  don’t 
throw  me  out  of  the  window.  I  did  not  imagine  the  fellow 
would  be  fuch  a  villain  ;  but  fuddenly  the  cafement  burft  open, 
and  fhe  came  out  with  her  back  foremoft,  and  fell  upon  the 
ftones.  There  was  a  candle  in  the  chamber,  and  I  faw  a 
man,  which  I  believe  was  the  prifoner,  near  the  window.  1 
was  within  ten  yards  of  her  when  fhe  fell.  She  groaned,  but 
was  not  able  to  rife.  The  prifoner  prefently  came  down  with 
a  candle,  and  took  her  by  one  arm,  and  faid,  G — d  d — n 
ye,  for  a  drunken  b — h,  get  up  ;  but  finding  her  helplefs,  he 
fet  down  the  candle,  took  her  by  both  arms,  dragged 
her  in,  and  locked  the  door.  She  had  neither  flocking  nor 
cap  on,  but  only  her  fhift,  a  flannel  petticoat,  a  loofe  gown, 
and  one  fnoe :  we  went  and  told  the  watch,  but  they  only 
laughed  at  us,  and  next  morning  I  heard  file  was  dead. 

Prifoner,  Did  you  fee  me  pufh  her  out  ? 

J.  F.  No  ;  but  I  heard  a  ruftling  like  oppofition,  and  as 
fhe  came  out,  fhe  gave  a  terrible  fhriek,  and  when  you  came 
down,  you  was  in  your  fhirt  and  night-cap. 

Rickard  Horfeford.  Coming  along  Rope-maker’s-fields, 
with  Mr.  Furnell,  and  juft  as  we  turned  out  of  Church- Lane, 
I  heard  feveral  blows,  and  going  nearer,  a  woman  crying  out, 
murder !  For  God's  fake,  Robin,  fpare  my  life  :  fpare  my 
life  this  time.  This  fellow  will  kill  his  wife,  fays  Mr.  Fur¬ 
nell.  No,  fays  I,  tis  only  a  family  quarrel,  and  we  fhall  get 
no  thanks  for  meddling  between  a  man  and  his  wife,  and  fo 
we  paft  the  door  $  but,  thinking  we  had  gone  beyond  the 
•place  we  were  going  to,  we  turned  back,  aad  heard  the  wo¬ 
man 
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man  cry,  For  God’s  fake,  Robin,  don’t  throw  me  out  at  the 
window!  For  the  Lord’s  fake,  fpare  my  life  !  I  looked  up, 
and  fuddenly  the  cafement  flew  open,  and  fhe  came  out  at 
once  with  her  back  foremoft :  I  faw  the  glimpfe  of  a  man  in 
the  room.  She  lay  on  her  back  like  one  dead.  A  rnan  came 
out  in  his  fhirt  with  a  candle,  and  put  one  hand  under  her, 
to  lift  her  up,  G — d  d — n  ye,  for  a  drunken  b— h,  fays  he  ; 
but,  finding  he  could  not  manage  her  with  one  hand,  he  fee 
down  the  candle,  and  dragged  her  in  with  both.  We  went 
to  the  watch-houfe  at  Dicks  Shore,  but  none  of  the  watch¬ 
men  were  there,  and  at  la&  we  found  them  at  an  ale-houfe. 

Elizabeth  Emerjon.  I  faw  the  deceafed  the  afternoon  before 
f lie  was  killed,  and  (he  faid  to  me,  I  fhall  be  murdered  to 
night,  for  my  hufband  is  gone  to  Will.  Perkins’s,  and  there 
he’ll  get'drunk.  He  has  kept  an  account  of  my  reckoning, 
from  the  nth  of  March,  but  now  he  has  moved  it  to  the 
nth  of  April,  and  told  me,  if  I  would  not  lay  the  child  to  a 
man  in  the  country,  he  wifhed  the  devil  might  fetch  him  in 
a  flame  of  fire,  if  he  did  not  murder  me  when  he  came  home. 
And  fo  fhe  defired  me  to  leave  my  door  open,  that  fhe  might 
run  in  and  hide  herfelf.  I  promifed  her  I  would.  I  don’t 
know  whether  fhe  was  coming  to  my  houfe  or  no,  but  he  met 
her,  and  fhe  turned  back.  He  beat  her  up  flairs,  and  fwore 
he  would  make  her  remember  leaving  the  houfe.  Afterwards 
I  heard  fomething  fall  into  the  ftreet.  I  ran  out,  and  then 
he  was  dragging  her  by  the  fhoulders,  and,  when  he  had  got 
her  into  the  entry,  he  threw  her  down,  and  faid,  Dead  or  a- 
live,  lie  there  !  It  was  his  ufual  prablice  to  beat  her  unmerci¬ 
fully  two  or  three  times  a  week. 

Sarah  Lane ,  midwife.  On  Thurfday  morning  before  eight, 
the  prifoner  called  me  to  come  to  his  wife,  and  defired  me 
to  make  hafte.  I  thought  fhe  might  be  in  labour,  fori  knew 
her  time  was  out :  but  he  told  me,  fhe  had  got  out  of  the 
window,  while  he  was  in  another  room.  When  I  came  to 
her,  fhe  was  dead,  her  face,  hands,  and  feet  were  quite  cold, 
but  her  body  was  a  little  warm.  One  afked  him,  how  (lie 
got  up  flairs?  and  he  faid,  fhe  walked  up.  At  night  we 
flripped  her.  There  was  a  great  bruife  on  her  left  arm,  and 
feveral  bruifes  on  her  back  and  Tides,  like  flafhcs.  Her  right 
hand  was  cut.  The  child  was  full  grown,  and  black  from 
head  to  feet. 

Sarah  Adams.  A  little  after  twelve,  on  Wednefday  night, 
I  happened  to  be  up,  and  a  neighbour  faid  to  me,  fiark  ! 
there’s  a  crying  out,  our  little  neighbour^  is  in  labour.  Eut 
prefently  there  was  a  great  fhriek,  and  cry  o i  murder.  So  I 
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went  and  fat  at  i  rs.  Mingo’s  door,  which  is  almofl  oppo¬ 
se  to  the  prisoner’s  door.  The  deceafed  cried,  For  ChrifFs 
fake,  don’t  murder  me  !  For  God’s  fake  !  For  my  own  fa*1- 
mi  y’s  fake,  fpare  me  !  Charles  !  Charles!  Charles!  G — d 
d  n  you  for  a  b — h,  fays  the  prifoner,  what  do  you  want 
Charles  for  f  Several  blows  followed.  The  window  was 
forced  open,  and  (lie  came  out,  and  feemed  to  catch  at  the 
fign-poff,  but  miffed  it,  and  fell  upon  the  ground,  and  gave 
difmal  groans.  The  prifoner  came  out  in  a  fpeckled  (hirt, 
with  a  candle,  and  faid,  G — d  d — n  the  b — h,  file’s  drunk, 
and  has  thrown  herfelf  out  at  the  window.  He  dragged  her 
in,  Ihut  the  door,  and  then  went  up,  and  fhut  the  cafement, 
and  put  out  his  candle.  Mr.  Furnell  and  his  friend  were 
coming  by  when  (he  fell. 

Eliz,  Mingo.  1  fays  to  my  mother.  Lord,  mother 1  Mr. 
Hallam  is  beating  his  wife,  die  came  out  at  the  door,  and  he 
hauled  her  in  again,  and  afterwards  I  heard  more  blows,  and 
heard  her  fhriek,  and  then  heard  her  come  lump  out  of  the 
window. 

Jcfeph  Woodward ,  furgeon.  I  viewed  the  body  of  the  de¬ 
ceafed.  Her  arm  had  three  or  four  bruifes,  like  the  marks  of 
a  dick.  There  was  a  wound  in  the  palm  of  the  right  hand, 
above  an  inch  long,  and  a  quarter  deep :  it  feemed  to  be  a 
dab  with  a  knife.  I  did  not  take  notice  of  the  fmall  bruifes. 
I  opened  the  body.  The  abdomen  was  full  of  confuted  blood. 
The  infant,  which  was  dead,  but  full  grown,  was  forced  out 
of  the  womb  all  but  its  feet.  I  believe  the  fall  was  the  caufe 
of  both  her  death  and  the  child’s. 

Mary  Thompjon.  Hearing  difmal  groans,  I  faid  to  Mrs. 
Adams,  There’s  a  woman  in  labour.  But  Mrs.  Mingo  ciied 
Murder.  Then  I  heard  the  deceafed  cry,  For  God’s  fake, 
fpare  my  life  !  don’t  murder  me  to-night,  for  my  poor  chil¬ 
dren  s  fake  !  The  prifoner  took  up  the  tongs,  or  (hovel,  as  I 
gueffed  by  the  found,  and  gave  her  feveral  blows.  She  fhriek- 
ed,  and  prefently  came  backwards  two  double  out  of  the 
window.  I  heard  her  groans,  and  faw  the  prifoner  come  out 
with  a  candle,  and  drag  her  in. 

Ann  Brewit ,  the  deceafed 5s  mother.  The  prifoner  brought 
a  bold  fort  of  a  woman  to  my  houfe  to  ly  in,  and  (aid  to  my 
hufband,  Father  will  you  let  her  (lay  here?  No,  fays  my 
hufband.  Then  fays  the  prifoner,  your  daughter  (ball  fuffer 
for  it.  My  daughter  complained  to  me  near  a  year  ago,  that 
he  put  a  knife  in  his  mouth,  and  threw  her  upon  the  bell,  and 
went  to  cut  her  open.  •  •  3 
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Prifoner.  I  fha’l  call  witnefies  to  give  the  court  full  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  my  innocence. 

Ehz,  PViikinfon.  The  prifoner  keeps  an  ale-houfe,  the 

T  hree  Mariners,  in  Rope-makers-Fields,  Lime-  houfe. - . 

About  ten  o’clock,  the  morning  before  his  wife  died,  I  went 
thither  for  a  pot  of  Deer.  She  was  fitting  by  the  kitchen  fire, 
but  taking  no  notice  of  me,  I  faid,  Lord,  Mrs.  Hallam,  what 
is  the  matter  with  you?  why,  fays  fhe,  1  am  thinking  when  the 
d-v-1  will"  come  for  me, 

Lydia  Stevens.  About  four  o’clock  on  Thurfday  morning, 
I  was  going  out  to  wafh,  and  called  at  the  priioner’s  houfe 
for  a  pint  of  beer.  He  had  got  a  pot  of  water  in  his  hand, 
and  he  faid,  my  wife  has  thrown  herfelf  out  at  window,  and 
I  wifh  you  would  carry  up  this  water  while  1  draw  your  drink. 
So  1  went  up  and  afked  her  how  it  happened.  Why,  fays  ihe, 
I  cannot  very  well  tell.  I  unfortunately  dropped  myfelf  out 
of  the  window,  and  if  1  fhould  do  otherwife  than  well,  there 
is  Anderfon  and  Fleming  are  fo  hard  mouthed  that  they  will, 
fwear  my  hufband’s  life  away,  but  he  is  innocent  of  thr  yin  a 

me  out  of  window.  I  he  window  is  about  a  yard  from  the 

floor. 

Ruth  Tate.  I  heard  Betty  Mingo,  the  fifh  -wom 
out  murder  !  Mr.  Pidgeon  faid.  What  is  the  matter  ? 
fhe  anfwered,  Mrs.  Hallam  has  thrown  herfelf  out  of  win¬ 
dow,  I  faw  the  prifoner  take  his  wife  up,  and  carry  her  in, 
but  did  not  hear  him  fay  any  thing. 

Sabina  Gibbs  depofed  to  the  fame  efFedF 

Hannah  Radbourn.  Fhe  morning  before  fhe  died,  fhe  was 
fitting  by  the  fire  m  a  melancholy  mood.  I  a  iked  her  what 
was  the  matter  ?  Why,  fays  fhe,  the  d-v-1  is  got  m  me, 

end  will  never  leave  me  till  I  have  made  away  with  my- 
felr. 

Mary  Carman.  A  fortnight  before  fhe  died,  fhe  fhewed 
me  her  arm.  It  was  black,  and  fhe  faid,  her  hufband  had 
hit  her  with  a  pint  pot ;  but  fays  fhe,  if  any  thing  extraor¬ 
dinary  fhould  happen  to  me,  thofe  people  at  the  next  door  will 
fwear  my  hufband’s  life  away. 

Andrew  Radbourn ,  the  prifoner’s  brother-in-law.  About 
rour  o  dock  on  1  hurfday  morning,  1  faw  Lydia  Stevens  the 
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wafherwornan,  at  the  prifoner’s  houfe,  and  he  was  coming 
up  with  a  pint  of  beer  in  his  hand,  and  he  Laid  his  wife  had 
hove  herfelf  out  of  window.  I  went  up,  and  afked  her  how 
it  happened.  She  faid  (he  had  been  difturbed  in  her  mind, 
and  was  poiTeffed  with  the  fear  of  the  d-v-1,  and  fo  (he  hove 
herfelf  out :  and  fays  fire,  Fleming  and  Anderfon  are  fo 
malicious,  that  they  would  fwear  away  my  hufband’s  life, 
but  he  was  not  in  the  room  when  I  did  it,  and  therefore  I  de¬ 
fire  you  would  put  off  your  voyage,  and  appear  for  him  at  his 
trial.  I  never  knew  any  difpute  betwixt  him  and  his  wife. 

Nathaniel  Gull.  After  the  prifoner  was  committed,  I 
heard  his  apprentice,  Charles  Bird,  fay,  that  the  prifoner  was 
not  in  the  room,  but  on  the  flairs,  when  his  miff  refs  fell  out 
of  the  window. 

Charles  Bird.  I  don’t  know  this  Gull.  I  never  faw  him 
in  my  life  before. 

George  Taylor.  I  am  fubpcened  on  both  Tides.  I  heard 
Charles  Bird*  fay,  that  he  was  afleep  when  the  quarrel  begun. 
The  prifoner  told  me,  that  for  three  guineas  he  could  procure 
witneffes  to  confront  the  king’s  evidence,  and  prove  his  wife 
lunatick :  I  afked  him  how  it  happened  ?  He  anfwered,  I 
won’t  wfong  my  confcience,  I  believe  the  blows  I  gave  her, 
and  my  threatening  to  fetch  my  cane,  made  her  throw  herfelf 
out  of  window.  She  cut  her  hand  in  getting  out.  Go  and 
fee  if  the  glafs  is  not  bloody.  I  looked,  but  found  no  blood, 
nor  was  the  glafs  broke,  but  only  cracked,  fo  that  it  could 
not  cut  her  hand.  In  taking  an  account  of  the  goods,  I 
found  in  his  waiffcoat  pocket  a  dirty  cap  of  his  wife,  which 
was  a  little  bloody. 

Tho.  Dowty.  The  prifoner  told  me  fhe  cut  her  hand 
with  the  hook  of  the  window,  but  I  looked  upon  it,  and  it 
was  not  bloody. 

James  Turner.  Charles  Bird  told  me,  that  the  day  before 
his  miffrefs  died,  file  called  him  names,  and  he  afked  her  why 
{lie  did  fo  ?  and  fhe  faid,  fhe  did  not  care  what  fhe  did,  for  fhe 
muff  die  that  night. 

Will.  Perkins,  Thomas  Chetwin,  Charles  Wraters,  and 
others,  gave  the  prifoner  the  character  of  an  honeft  man. 

Prifoner .  I  had  ten  hours  to  make  my  efcape, 
which  I  fhould  have  done,  if  I  had  been  guilty ;  but  1 
chofe  to  flay  and  take  care  of  my  children.  1  am  as  in  no- 
cent  of  her  going  out  of  the  window,  as  the  child  in  the 
womb. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death . 

-  The 
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The  Ordinary's  Account  of  Robert  Hallam. 

Robert  Hallam,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  of  honed  pa¬ 
rents,  who  lived  the  next  door  to  him,  had  good  education, 
in  writing  and  accompts,  and  chriftian  principles,  ferved  his 
time  at  fea,  dudied  navigation,  and  fometimes  he  went  as 
mate,  and  behaved  himfelf  always  well  at  fea,  an  expert 
knowing  tailor,  was  a  good  manager  of  what  he  gained,  was 
very  honed  in  his  dealings,  and  carried  difcreetly  and  civilly 
to  every  body,  having  had  a  good  chara&er  in  .the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  beloved  and  refpe£ted  by  all  his  acquain¬ 
tance. 

About  eleven  or  twelve  years  ago,  he  married  a  wife,  the 
unfortunate  Jane,  for  whom  he  died.  Then  he  gave  over 
going  to  fea,  and  took  himfelf  to  work  on  the  river  Thames, 
as  a  waterman,  wore  the  livery  of  the  affurance-office,  and 
had  very  good  bufinefs  in  that  way,  having  had  two  wherries 
condantly  employed. 

Nine  years  he  continued  in  good  friendfhip  with  his  wife, 
and  his  affairs  profpered,  and  his  wife  bore  him  feveral  chil¬ 
dren,  three  of  which  are  dill  living.  He  took  up  a  public- 
houfe,  the  care  of  which  he  committed  to  his  wife,  while  he 
and  his  apprentice  plied  clofe  to  the  bufinefs  of  a  waterman. 
This  public-houfe  was  the  occafion  of  his  ruin  ;  for  from 
that  time  there  was  nothing  but  jangling  and  difcord  betwixt 
them  ;  mutual  jealoufies,  the  greated  plague  of  a  family, 
arifing,  after  that  they  never  came  to  a  good  underdanding  of 
one  another  any  more. 

Thefird  difference  was  one  day  when  he  was  out,  his  wife 
being  befotted  with  drink,  when  he  came  home  he  found  a 
poor  old  chair-woman  taking  care  of  the  houfe,  and  her  foil 
drawing  the  beer.  Being  natuially  of  a  hady  temper,  he  flew 
into  a  violent  paflion,  which  he  was  too  apt  to  do,  and  then 
in  a  mod  fevere  manner  he  gave  his  wife  feveral  blows. 

He  alledged  alfo,  that  fhe  not  only  drank,  but  debauched 
otherwife,  and  this  his  boy  flrd  informed  him  of ;  and  alfo, 
that  when  he  was  at  Gravefend  two  nights,  the  lodger  in  the 
houfe  went  into  his  midrefs’s  room.  He  feverely  repri¬ 
manded  her  upon  this  information  ;  but  fhe  denied  all,  and 
upon  his  promifing  not  to  maltreat  her,  fhe  owned  familiarity 
with  the  fellow.  Upon  this,  notwithstanding  his  word,  he 
beat  her  mod  unmercifully. 


Another 
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Another  time,  when  h?  was  about  a  mile  from  home,  a 
merry  making,  he  knocked  a  long  time  at  the  door,  and  en- 
dea  ured  to  ;  ■  T  it  open,  but  could  not,  continuing  this  halt 
an  hour,  and  making  a  great  noife,  a  woman  lent  him  a  lad* 
der  to  f  o  'n  at  the  window  ;  when  he  was  ready  to  go  in, 
his  a/].  a  me  very  quietly,  and  laid,  Stop  Robin,  don’t 
break  open  the  window,  I’li  open  the  door.  1  hen  he  went 
in  at  the  door,  and  (he  for  an  excufe,  pretended  to  have  been 
in  a  deep  Beep  When  (he  confeffed  the  other  matter,  he 
afked  her  what  (he  was  doing  that  night  ?  She  faid  there  was  a 
man,  who  did  not  live  very  far  off,  in  company  with  her, 
and  that  her  letting  him  out  at  the  back-door,  and  then  un¬ 
veiling  herfelf,  that  (he  might  appear  to  have  been  in  bed, 
was  the  occafion  of  her  delaying  fo  long  to  let  him  in. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  afperfiocs,  the  poor  unfortunate  wo¬ 
man  had  an  excellent  character  of  all  her  neighbourhood,  for 
her  behaviour  and  1  conduct,  both  as  to  her  modeffy,  and  in 
other  refpedts,  as  feveral  perfons  who  came  to  fee  him  told 
me,  and  that  they  never  heard,  nor  could  they  believe  any 
ill  report  of  her. 

On  the  other  hand,  (he  fufpe&ed  that  he  went  after  ((range 
women,  and  they  void  of  him,  that  he  was  familiar  with  a 
woman,  whofe  hufband  took  it  fo  to  heart,  that  he  fell  Tick 
and  died  ;  and  when  he  #as  a  dying,  he  faid  to  his  wife. 
Your  keeping  company  with  fuch  a  man  hath  broken  my  heart: 
the  only  requeft  I  afk  of  you  is,  that  you  do  fo  no  more. 
But  he  dying,  his  advice  was  pot  complied  with.  I  afked  him 
about  thefe  things.  He  faid  he  never  kept  a  miftrefs,  altho> 
he  could  not  altogether  plead  innocence,  only  that  he  had  not 
been  much  guilty  that  way. 

He  faid,  Tn  captain  blind’s  (hip  they  were  taken  by  the  pi¬ 
rates  on  the  coaft  of  America,  and  being  all  put  on  board 
the  pirate  Blip,  the  captain  came  down  to  them  in  the  hold, 
and  exhorted  them,  with  the  moft  urgent  reafons  he  could 
advance,  to  fign  the  articles.  They  all  with  one  confent  re- 
fufed.  Then  the  pirate  captain  faid,  Gentlemen,  it  is  no 
purpofe  to  ufe  more  words  advance  !  come  up  to  the 

deck:- — —they  all  came  to  the  quarter-deck,  and  then 
the  captain  called  for  a  quarto  Bible,  and  laid  it  on  a 
table,  went  down  to  the  cabin,  and  brought  up  a  drawn 
(word,  and  a  cocked  piftol ;  the  pilrol  he  gave  to  a  black, 
and  faid  to  him.  Whoever  of  thefe  men  doth  not  what  I  com¬ 
mand  him,  fiioot  him  through  the  head,  which,  if  you  don’t 
do.  I’ll  ffab  you  dead  through  the  body  ;  and  in  confirmation, 
he  added  a  volley  of  oaths.  Then  they  opened  the  Bible, 

and 
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and  four  men  were  ordered  to  lay  each  cf  them  his  right  hand 
upon  the  hook,  and  to  fwear,  by  G — d,  and  the  holy  evan- 
gelifls,  that  he  would  difcover  no  fecrets  pertaining  to  the 
fhip,  the  Good-Fortune,  and  that  he  would,  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power,  do  every  thing  contributing  to  the  good  thereof, 
and  faithfully  lay  open,  in  order  to  prevent  all  plots  and  con- 
fpiracies  againfl  the  faid  fhip  or  crew. 

Thirteen  men,  which  was  the  whole  fhip’s  crew,  fwore  it, 
four  at  a  time,  while  the  captain  flood  holding  the  naked  cut- 
lafs  pointed  to  the  black's  breafl,  and  the  black  holding  the 
cocked  piflol  dire£led  towards  the  men,  and  faying,  Swear, 
fwear  lads  ;  Sign,  fign  brave  boys;  elfe  he  fwore,  Pll  obey 
orders.  Then  the  pirate  captain  faid,  1  will  not  force  the 
captain  into  the  fervice,  but  Pll  let  you  go  free,  Sir.  But  he 
added  another  chain  of  dreadful  oaths,  If  you  don’t  advertife 
all  thefe  thirteen  men,  as  forced  into  our  fervice,  and  that 
they  figned  the  articles  againfl  their  will,  at  the  firfl  port  you 
come  to,  if  ever  I  meet  with  you  again,  I’ll  cut  you  into 
fmall  collops. 

They  fent  fome  of  their  men  on  board  the  fhip  they  had 
taken,  but  the  new  adventurers  they  kept  on  board  the  Good- 
Fortune.  Hallam  flaid  only  eleven  days  with  them,  for  he 
with  one  of  his  fhip- mates,  pretending  to  go  for  fomething  in 
a  boat,  with  difficulty  made  their  efcape,  and  went  to  Mar- 
tinico,  where  the  French  took  them  up,  and  would  have 
hanged  them  for  pirates,  had  not  their  late  captain  by  pro¬ 
vidence  been  there,  who  declared  upon  oath,  that  they  were 
two  of  his  men,  who  were  all  compelled  into  the  pirates  fer- 
vice  ;  upon  which  they  were  both  fet  at  liberty. 

He  told  al fo  that  he  had  been  three  other  times  taken  by  the 
pirates  ;  but  had  always  the  good  fortune  to  efcape. 

The  account  he  gave  of  the  murder  was,  that  he  went  out 
with  company  the  day  before,  and  coming  home  pretty  late, 
went  dire6lly  to  bed.  But  his  wife  fat  on  the  bed  fide,  turn¬ 
ing  her  garter  in  her  hand*  and  not  like  to  come  to  bed,  he 
defired  her  feveral  times  to  lie  down  ;  fhe  would  not,  but  at 
length  run  to  the  door,  and  down  flairs.  He  jumped  out  of 
bed,  and  overtook  her  at  the  flreet-door,  and  took  her  by  the 
neck  of  the  gown,  and  forced  her  back  into  the  houfe,  and 
thenhe’gave  her  two  or  three  hearty  blows.  Upon  this,  while  he 
was  locking  the  flreet-door  (he  ran  up  flairs,  and  fhut  the  cham¬ 
ber-door,  with  the  poker,  or  fome  fuch  thing.  He  having  the 
candle  in  his  hand,  and  being  in  his  fhirt,  defired  her  to  let 
him  in,  otherwife  he  threatened  to  beat  her  with  his  cane  ; 
J4  S'  but 
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but  it  was  hanging  on  a  nail  in  the  bed-chamber  where  fhe  was. 
Then  he  endeavoured  to  open  the  door  by  force,  which  he  at 
laft  did,  and  as  he  was  coming  in  at  the  door,  (he  threw  her- 
felf  out  at  the  window  backwards. 

I  afked  him  how  her  hand  came  to  be  fo  wounded  ?  He  faid 
that  dropping  down  by  the  hands  it  had  been  hurt  upon  the 
iron  hook  which  keeps  the  window  open,  and  that  (he  had 
fallen  down  upon  her  feet,  but  being  big  with  child,  the  fall 
had  killed  the  child  and  her  both. 

He  refiedled  always  on  a  woman,  who  declared  feveral 
things  contrary  to  this,  and  that  (he  had  no  good  will  to 
him. 

As  to  the  two  men,  who  fwore  that  the  woman  cried  out 
murder  !  for  God’s  fake  don’t  murder  me,  Robin,  don’t 
caft  me  out  at  window,  &c.  He  could  make  no  account  of 
it,  only  he  faid  he  heard  no  fuch  expreffions,  and  the  fright 
fhe  was  in,  for  fear  of  his  beating  her  unmercifully,  was  the 
occafion  of  her  crying  out,  murder  !  but  that  he  did  not  ftrike 
her  that  night,  excepting  two  or  three  hearty  blows,  after  his 
dragging  her  in,  when  (he  fir  ft  went  out. 

I  infilled  that  it  was  a  very  clear  circumftantial  proof  that 
they  faw  a  man  in  the  room  when  (he  went  out  of  the  win¬ 
dow  ;  and  he  owned  that  there  was  no  other  man  in  the 
bo ufe  but  himfelf.  He  faid,  he  could  not  help  it,  but  the 
matter  was  fa£f  as  he  told  it. 

His  ancient  father  came  to  vifit  him  ;  he  fell  on  his  knees, 
wept  and  cried  moft  bitterly,  and  infifted  on  his  innocence, 
at  lead  of  heaving  his  wife  out  of  the  window.  But  that  he 
was  too  fevere  in  fwearing  at  her,  threatening  and  frightening 
her  out  of  her  wits,  and  to  death,  and  beating  her  in  a  bar¬ 
barous,  cruel,  and  outrageous  manner,  he  could  not  deny. 

He  gave  a  paper  confifting  of  prayers,  vows,  and  protefta- 
tions  to  almighty  God,  moftly  taken  out  of  fcripture,  and 
a  very  devout  and  frequent  prayer  for  his  children. 

1'he  Ordinary  s  Account  of  his  Character  and  Behaviour  at  the 

Place  of  Execution . 

He  appeared  to  be  a  difcreet,  fenfible,  knowing*  and  civil 
man;  but  the  great  misfortune  of  both  him  and  his  wife  was, 
domeftic  difcords,  and  muturl  jealoufies  :  although  both  of 
them  bore  a  fair  cbara&er  of  all  the  neighbourhood.  He 
feemed  to  have  been  of  a  haftv,  paftionate  temper,  never 

quarrelfome 


i 


THOMAS  EDWARDS,  &c.  for  a  Robbery.  127 

quarrelfome  nor  impertinent,  but  obliging  to  every  body,  re- 
fpected  by  his  equals,  and  often  honoured  with  the  company 
of  men  in  a  fuperior  Ration.  Very  uneafy  and  barbarous  to 
his  wife,  alrho*  he  loved  her  to  the  laft  above  all  women,  and 
never  intended  to  murder  her.  He  at  feveral  times  fhed  tears, 
but  whether  through  fear  of  death,  or  in  evidence  of  a  fin- 
cere  repentance,  we  cannot  poffibly  determine ;  for  at  other 
times  he  did  not  appear  fo  much  affeHed  as  one  would  wifti. 

He  declared  himfelf  penitent,  that  he  hoped  to  be  faved  by 
the  mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Chrift,  and  that 
he  heartily  forgave  all  injuries  done  him,  as  ha  expected  for- 
givenefs. 


At  the  Place  cf  Execution 

Hallam  (hewed  a  great  deal  of  refolution,  and  undaunted 
courage  in  his  carriage,  very  defirous  of,  and  attentive  to 
prayers,  and  when  proper  prayers  were  near  a  conclufion, 
defired  earneftly,  as  the  laff  favour  to  be  granted  him  upon 
earth,  that  the  blejfed  facrament  might  be  adminiftered  to 
him,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

I  afked  Hallam,  if  it  was  true  that  he,  with  fome  others, 
had  murdered  the  mate  of  a  (hip,  upon,  or  fome  way  nigh  to 
the  river,  and  thrown  him  into  the  fea,  and  carried  off  700I. 
which  they  knew  he  had  about  him  ?  hie  fail  it  was  a  mo  ft 
fcandalous  and  falfe  report,  for  he  never  was  concerned  in 
any  murder.  When  prayers  were  over,  Hallam  looked  to 
the  coach  where  I,  with  fome  others  were,  and  fmiling  faid, 
(meaning  the  evidences)  The  Lord  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  have  done. 


THOMAS  EDWARDS,  JAMES  TRIPLAND,  and 
THOMAS  PASTE,  for  Robbery  ;  and  SARAH 
WHITTLE,  for  Felony,  Feb.  1731-2.  . 

'T'  HOMAS  EDWARDS,  James  Tripland,  and  Thomas 
Pafte,  were  indicted  for  affaulting  Edward  Prior,  clerk, 
on  the  highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him, 
a  hat,  a  hatband,  a  filk  fcarf,  and  4s.  Jan.  26,  and 

Sarah  Whittle ,  alias  Wheatley ,  for  receiving  the  faid  fcarf, 
knowing  it  to  be  (tolen* 

S  2 
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Edward  Prior.  On  Wednefday  the  26th  of  Jan.  laff,  aCB 
midnight,  as  I  was  going  along  St.  John’s-Streef,  I  faw  four 
fellows  before  rise :  I  fufpedfed  them  to  be  rogues,  but  was 
not  very  uneafy  on  that  account;  for  I  thought  they  could 
hardly  be  fo  abandoned,  but  that  they  would  pay  fome  regard 
to  the  c'oth,  and  not  prefume  to  attack  a  clergyman.  En¬ 
couraged  by  this  re  Heel  ion,  I  paffed  them,  and  turned  up 
Swan- Alley,  when  I  prefently  heard  two  men  come  tripping 
after  me.  I  then  began  to  fear  that  I  had  entertained  a  more 
favourable  opinion  of  them  than  they  deferved.  I  mended  my 
pace,  and  they*  theirs,  till  I  came  into  the  broad  part  of  the 
alley;  and  then  Thomas  Edwards  (that  young  lad  at  the  bar) 

came  forward,  and  held  a  knife  to  me  thus, - and  bade  me 

Hand,  which  I  did.  Thomas  Pafte,  (that  down-looking  fel¬ 
low)  caoie  up  next  with  fomething  in  his  hand,  which  then* 
In  the  fright  I  was  in,  I  took  to  be  a  piftol ;  but  have  Since 
been  informed  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  clafped  knife.  James 
Tripland  and  1  homas  Beck  came  laft,  2nd  demanded  my 
watch  and  my  money.  I  gave  them  4s  and  fome  half-pence, 
which  was  all  the  money  I  had  about  me  :  but  as  for  the 
watch,  I  told  them  1  had  got  none ;  tho’  at  the  fame  time  I 
had  it  in  my  hand  ;  for  when  I  heard  them  coming  after  me, 
I  flipped  it  out  of  my  pocket.  Then  one  of  them  fnatched 
my  hat,  and  another  took  away  my  fcarf;  they  fwore  at  mes 
and  made  me  run  down  an  alley,  and  then  they  went  off. 

On  the  Sunday  following,  fome  perfons  came  from  Rag- 
Fgirtovifita  man  in  Swan-Alley,  near  my  brother  (Mr. 
Prior’s)  brewhoufe.  They  fent  for  a  pot  of  beer,  and  fo  fell 
into  ddcouffe.  And  how  goes  trade  your  way  ?  fays  one. 
Why  truly,  but  fo  fo  ;  fays  another,  but  robbing  goes  for¬ 
ward  however.  Robbing !  fays  a  third.  Aye,  replies  the 
fecond,  lee  what  2  pafs  the  world  is  come  to  1  we  had  a  cler¬ 
gyman  robbed  here  laft  Wednefday  night,  between  twelve 
and  one.  A  clergyman  !  fays  the  fourth  to  the  firff.  Why, 
did  not  we  fee  fome  fellows  in  Rag- Fair  with  a  parfoffs 
hat?  And  fo  we  did,  now  I  think  on’t,  fays  bis  neighbour, 
ff  he  ale-houfe  man,  who  was  one  of  the  company,  acquaint¬ 
ed  my  brother  with  what  had  pad;  and  the  prifoners  were 
afterwards  taken  in  Rag-Fair. 

Court.'  You  fay  you  was  robbed  about  midnight :  was  it 
dark?-  4.  ;  '  ■ 

Prior.  It  was  moon-light;  but  the  moon  was  a  little 
clouded.  * 

*  Court.  How  long  did  thofe  who  robbed  you  Ray  with 

you  }  ■  -O  -  .  tr;  ;  t;!  iv  - 

Frioto 
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Prior .  About  five  or  fix  minutes. 

Court .  Did  you  ever  fee  any  of  them  before  ? 

Prior.  No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Court.  You  fay  you  were  under  fuch  a  confufion,  that 
you  took  a  clafp  knife  to  be  a  piftol :  how  then  can  you  recol¬ 
lect  fo  perfectly,  that  thefe  are  the  very  men  ? 

Prior .  I  fhould  not  have  been  fo  pofitive,  if  my  opinion 
had  not  been  fupported  by  Thomas  Beck,,  one  of  thofe  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  robbery. 

Court.  Were  you  pofitive  to  the  prifoners  when  before 
the  juftice? 

Prior.  I  was  more  pofitive  to  fome  than  to  others ;  I  fix¬ 
ed  upon  Fade  and  JtL,d wards  for  two  of  them. 

Court.  Gould^  you  be  pofitive  to  Tripland,  without  the 
help  of  Beck’s  evidence  ? 

Prior.  I  ihould  be  very  cautious  of  being  pofitive  to  him  s 
he  was  a  dirty,  thick-fet,  ftiort  fellow;  but  there  may  be 
many  fuch  about  town. 

Pafte.  Did  not  you  fay  before  the  juftice,  that  you  were 
pofitive  to  none  but  Edwards  ? 

Prior.  I  faid  indeed  that  Edwards’s  countenance  ftruck 
me  moft  5  but  at  the  fame  time  I  faid,  I  believed  the  others 
were  tne  men.  And  as  to  Edwards,  there  is  one  thing  in 
which  I  cannot  but  obferve  the  hand  of  Providence.  When, 
he  was  taken  up,  and  was  about  to  be  carried  before  the  juf¬ 
tice,  he  changed  his  coat,  in  order,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  difguile 
himfelf ;  but  the  coat  he  then  put  on,  was  the  very  coat 

he  wore  when  he  robbed  me  ;  or  one  that  was  pretty  much 
like  it. 

Thomas  Becl.  About  eleven  o’clock,  I  and  Edwards,  and 
Tripland,  met  Pafte  in  Bifhopfgate-ftreet :  my  lads,  fays  he, 
what  lay  (that  is,  what  enterprize)  do  ye  go  upon  ?  We  told 
him,  we  could  find  no  better  bufinefs  than  ftealing  lead ;  we 
call  it  the  blue  pidgeon,  or  buff-lay.  That’s  a  foolifh  way  of 
living,  favs.he,  you  had  much  better  ftop  a  coach.  J  propo- 
fed  to  go  into  Wide-Gate- Alley,  and  break  open  a  houfe;  but 
at  laft  we  agreed  upon  ftreet-robbery.  We  went  to  Shore¬ 
ditch,  and  attempted  to  ftop  a  coach;  but  the  coachman 
whipped  his  horfes,  and  drove  into  Hoxton-Square.  Going 
a  little  farther,  Pafte  cried  out,  Boys,  here’s  a  cock!  (that 

a  man)  We  went  up  to  this  cock,  but  he  cried  out. 
Fire  !  f  ire  j  and  fo  we  let  him  pafs,  for  fear  he  fhould  alarm 
all  the  neighbours.  We  went  along  Old-Street,  and  fo  to 
St.John  s-Street3  without  doing  any  bufinefs:  but  in  St.John’s - 

Street, 
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Street,  Pafte  called  out  again,  Boys,  here’s  a  fmall-coal  man! 
let’s  flop  him  :  they  wear  the  beft  of  hats. 

Court..  A  fmall-coal  man  ?  what  did  he  mean  by  that  ? 

Beck.  A  parfon.  We  call  a  parfon  a  fmall-coal  man,  be- 
caufe  their  habits  are  fo  much  alike  :  fo  we  looked  in  the  par- 
fon’s  face,  and  let  him  go  on  ;  but  we  followed  at  a  little 
diftance.  He  turned  down  Swan-Alley;  Edwards  ftepped 
forward  with  a  knife  in  his  hand,  and  flopped  him.  Where¬ 
of  another  man  was  coming  by  at  the  fame  time,  and  Pafte 
faid.  Boys,  bid  him  ftand  ;  which  we  did.  I  fell  a  fw'earing 
at  the  parfon  for  his  watch :  he  faid,  he  had  none  ;  though 
it  feems  his  watch  was  in  his  hand  at  the  fame  time  ;  but  I 
was  fool  enough  to  believe  him,  becaufe  he  was  a  parfon. 
However,  I  fwore  and  curft  at  him  bloodily  for  his  money, 
and  he  gave  me  four  (hillings  and  three  half-pence.  Pafte  took 
his  hat,  and  Tripland  his  fcarf.  And  fo  we  left  the  poor  par¬ 
fon,  and  went  into  Catherine- V/heel-Alley,  and  ftole  a  hun¬ 
dred  weight  of  lead  ofF  one  of  the  new  houfes  that  are  unfi- 
nilhed.  We  were  afterwards  all  taken,  and  I  gave  informal 
tion  againft  my  companions.  I  have  known  Tripland  and 
Pafte  but  a  little  while  ;  but  Edwards  and  I  have  ftole  thirty 
hundred  weight  of  lead  together.  We  were  bid  8s.  6d.  for 
the  parfdn’s  hat  in  Rag-Fair,  but  we  thought  it  worth  more. 
So  we  went  from  thence  to  fee  a  young  woman  in  the  Comp¬ 
ter.  I  was  taken  ill,  and  giving  the  hat  to  Tom  Pafte  to 
pawn,  I  went  home  to  take  a  fweat :  Pafte  came  to  me  next 
morning,  and  faid,  he  had  pawned  the  hat  for  four  {hillings 
and  fix-pence,  in  Skinner- Street. 

Richard  Hancock ,  headborough.  On  January  30,  I  and 
others  went  to  fee  a  man  who  was  Tick  and  lame,  in  Swan- 
Allev.  W e  fent  for  a  pot  of  beer  to  his  room  ;  the  ale-houfe 
man,  who  brought  it,  talked  about  trade,  and  faid, 
there  was  nothing  but  robbing  there-a-way;  for  fome  rogues 
had  robbed  a  parfon.  What,  fays  I,  do  they  rob  the  cloth? 
Why,  fays  Mr.  Wood,  now  you  talk  of  rogues  and  parfons, 
I  remember  that  laft  Thurfday,  as  I  ftood  at  my  fhop-door, 
in  Rag  Fair,  I  faw  four  (habby  fellows  playing  the  rogue, 
and  puftiing  one  another  over  the  kennel,  and  one  of  them 
had  a  great  flopping  hat,  without  loops  ;  and  I  faid  to  my 
Journeyman,  Does  that  great  hat  look  as  if  it  belonged  to  that 
fellow  ?'  It  looks  more  like  a  parfon ’s  hat. 

The  ale-houfe  man  told  this  to  Mr.  Prior,  the  brewer,  who 
fent  for  us,  and  we  told  him  what  we  knew.  Next  day  Mr. 
Wood  fent  me  word,  that  the  four  men  were  gone  into  the 
Yorkfhire  Grey  ale-houfe.  We  took  them  all ;  and  by  Beck  s 

inform- 
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information,  we  found  this  hat  in  pawn  at  Mr.  Byton’s,  in 
Skinner-Street. 

John  By  ton.  Tom  Pafte  brought  this  hat  to  me.  I  had 
feen  him  before. 

Prior .  This  is  the  hat  that  I  loft. 

Thomas  Pajie .  I  own  myfelf  guilty,  and  beg  that  I  may 
die;  but  Tripland  is  innocent',  I  never  faw  him  till  the  day 
before  we  were  taken. 

James  Tripland.  I  was  juft  come  from  fea,  and  never 
faw  Beck  till  the  day  before  we  were  apprehended, 

John  Ogden.  I  have  known  Tripland  from  a  Child,  and 
never  heard  no  dif-fame  of  his  honour  in  my  life. 

The  Evidence  againjl  Sarah  Whittle . 

Tom  Beck .  Whittle  had  bought  watches  and  rings  of  Tom 
Pafte,  and  we  went  to  fell  her  the  parfon’s  fcarf.  She  afked 
us  when  we  made  it?  (that  is,  when  we  ftole  it)  I  faid,  lalt 
night.  Well,  fays  (he,  and  what  muft  you  have  for  it?  We 
told  her  eight  (hillings.  She  faid  (he  could  afford  to  give  but 
two  (hillings,  and  fo  we  let  her  have  it. 

Whittle.  They  afked  me  to  buy  the  fcarf,  but  I  told  them 
I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

John  Davifon .  I  afked  Beck  in  New-Prifon,  how  he  could 
fwear  againft  Whittle?  He  called  me  black-guard  baftard, 
and  faid  he  would  hang  twenty,  before  he  would  hang  him- 
felf. 

The  jury  acquitted  Whittle  and  Tripland,  and  found  Pafte 
and  Edwards  guilty.  Death. 

We  (hall  fee  in  the  next  feftions,  April,  1732,  the  trials  of 
Tom  Beck,  for  robbing  John  Davifon,  the  laft  Witnefs,  and 
Thomas  Wifeman. 


From 


From  the  Grub-Street  Journal,  April  27,  1732. 
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The  following  Copy  of  VERSE  S,  was  fpoken  lately  ai 

theTripos  at  Cambridge,, 

night  as  home  Tlripp’d  alone, 

7^  Between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one, 

Wrapp’d  in  my  virtue  and  my  gowns 
(The  hour  it  matters  not  a  groat, 

Whether  canonical  or  not) 

Tho’  laymen,  who  at  midnight  roam 
We  may  fuppofe  go  reeling  home: 

Yet  upon  blafphemy  it  borders, 

Thus  to  afperfe  a  man  in  orders. 

The  moon,  who  faw  what  was  defign’d^ 

Juft  reach’d  a  cloud,  and  pop’d  behind  $ 

Nor  deign’d  to  lend  one  fingle  fpark, 

To  give  a  light  to  deeds  fo  dark. 

What  could  I  fee  without  a  light ; 

When  not  a  man  o’th’fharpeft  fight  ? 

The  cafe  is  not  fo  ftrange,  you  know« 

9Tis  Sir  John  Falftaff’s  long  ago. 

Befides,  Sir,  I  in  anfwer  thereto. 

Saw  them  both  well  enough  to  fwear  to 
Tho’  I  fufpedfed  much  their  air. 

Yet  forward  I  refolv’d  to  bear; 

Pluck’d  up  my  little  heart,  and  then, 

EfTay’d  to  pafs  thefe  buckram  men. 

For  I  fuppos’d  they  would  be  loth. 

Abandon’d  rogues,  to  rob  the  cloth. 

This,  thro’  good-nature,  I  believ’d  ; 

But  man  is  born  to  be  deceiv’d . 

Then  up  ftep’d  that  young  gracelefs  lad  j 
That  youth  fhould  dare  to  be  fo  bad  ! 

But  in  this  place,  ’tis  my  intention, 

The  hand  of  providence  to  mention  ; 

4  Which,  whilft  this  rogue  to  Newgate  goed, 

And,  to  difguife  him,  fhifts  his  eloaths, 

So  plainly  did  my  caufe  efpoufe. 

For  whilft  the  crafty  villain  thought 
To  be  fecure  in’s  t’other  coat, 

He  put  on  (it  is  ftrange,  pray  hear  it) 

The  coat  he  robb’d  in  ;  I  aver  it 
To  be  the  fame— or  feme  what  near  it. 

A  part 
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A  partner  in  his  crime  he  took. 

Yon  fellow  with  the  hanging  look  ; 

Who,  in  conjunction  with  the  reft. 

Held  a  clafp  knife  up  to  my  bread  ; 

Which,  thro-  fimilitude  of  look. 

My  fears  for  piitol  then  miftook ; 

And,  in  the  fad  affright  I  {food  in, 

I’d  thought  fo,  had  it  been  black-pudding. 

With  *  they  bid  me  ffand. 

My  money  and  my  watch  demand. 

Money  I  gave  them,  as  they  bade, 

3Tvvas  four- and- two-pence,  all  I  had  : 

But  flily  by  evafive  catch, 

I  told  ’em,  I  had  ne’er  a  watch. 

Now  1  woutI  have  you  underffand 

I  had  one,  but  ’twas  in  my  hand. 

And  pray  what  cafuiff  could  have  {hown. 

What  in  this  jundfure  fhould  be  done  ? 

Grotius  fuppofes  like  a  tony, 

Servanda  fides  cum  latrone  : 

But  I  much  better,  by  my  own  fenfe, 

Anfwer’d  this  dubious  cafe  of  confcience, 

And  thought  ftale  Verbo  facerdotis, 

Was  much  beneath  a  wife  man’s  notice  : 

For  full  ten  pounds  my  watch  had  bought. 

My  word  perhaps  not  worth  a  groat. 

*  But  in  one  inffance  I  muff  own, 

They  fhew’d  a  reverence  fot  my  gown. 

Thefe  padders,  as  goods  contrabanded, 

My  honorary  fcarf  demanded  ; 

They  would  not  take  it,  were’t  my  right, 

Pleafe  but  to  {hew  how  I  came  by" c. 

Alas  !  — — 

1  muff  no  longer  now  afpire. 

To  pafs  at  leaff  for  Dr.  P  - ; 

No  longer  hear  the  cheering  word, 

Here  comes  the  chaplain  to  my  lord  : 

But  wanting  fcarf,  (who  can  endure  it  ?) 

S hall  pafs  perhaps  for  country  curate. 

They  fwore*  now  I  all  fwearing  (hun, 

And  fo  in  faith  away  I  run.  „ 

“  Bavius. 

This,  it  feems,  was  intended  for  a  verification  of  Prioi  s 
evidence. 

*  V/hat  is  emitted  here,  is  fo  blindly  printed  in  the  Grub,  that  it 
not  edible.  _ 
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The  Or  dir.  ary' s  Zee  amt  ?/  Thomas  Paste  and  Thomas 

Edwards. 


*1  homas  Fade,  twenty-three  years  of  age,  of  honed  pa¬ 
rents  at  Twittenhara,  had  education  in  writing  and  accompts, 
and  religious  principles.  His  father  bred  him  to  his  own  bu- 
iinefs  of  making  of  bricks.  When  he  was  weary  of  this, 
he  learned  to  be  a  waterman.  He  ufed  houfes  in  the  Mint, 
where,  with  young  women,  he  fpent  his  time  in  drinking, 
and  dancing.  The  companions  he  met  with  in  thefe  ill  houfes, 
advifed  him  to  the  highway,  and  all  forts  of  wicked  courfes. 
For  three  years  pad,  he  was  one  of  the  mod  profligate  and 
abandoned  wretches  in  the  world  ;  having  fpent  all  the  day  in 
drinking,  whoring,  and  gaming,  and  the  night  in  going  out 
upon  his  unlawful  purchafes.  He  married  two  wives,  but 
neither  of  them  owned  him  under  his  lad  calamity,  Befides 
thefe,  he  was  familiar  with  great  numbers  of  other  women. 


He  was  one  of  the  mod  notorious  dreet  robbe  rs,  having  com¬ 
mitted,  as  he  believed,  above  a  hundred  dreet-robberies.  At 
length  be  was  taken  up,  and  admitted  an  evidence  againft 
Yates,  and  fome  others. 

He  was  let  out  of  prifon  nine  or  ten  weeks  ago,  upon  his 
parents  and  friends  premifing  to  fend  him  forthwith  to  fea, 
they  having  provided  a  captain  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  as  his 
parents  were  in  a  public  houfe,  intending  immediately  to  put 
him  on  board,  he  went  to  the  door,  pretending  to  make  wa¬ 
ter,  and  run  away,  and  they  never  faw  him  again,  till  after 
he  was  taken  up  and  capitally  convicted;  when  lad  week  his 
old  father  and  aunt  coming  to  fee  him,  they  cried  out  bitterly 
in  a  flood  of  tears,  whild  he  dood  obdurate:  and  his  mother, 
who  made  him  her  fondling,  is  now  turned  ajmod  crazy,  and 
cannot  come  abroad.  Being  afked,  how  he  could  be  fo  har¬ 
dened  when  his  father  and  aunt  were  fo  greatly  concerned? 
He  faid  he  had  unfpeakab’e  grief  and  vexation  upon  his  mind, 
though  he  could  not  exprefs  it  outwardly. 

He  declared  his  faith  in  Chrid,  that  he  repented  of  all  his 
fins,  and  died  in  peace  with  all  the  world. 

At  the  place  of  execution,  Thomas  Fade,  upon  his  enter¬ 
ing  into  the  cart  at  Newgate,  addreffed  himfelftorhe  numerous 
fpedlators  in  the  dreet,  and  earneftly  deflred  ali  young  peooie 
to  take  example  from  him,  who  was  now  to  fuffer  mod  judly 
and  defervedly  for  the  unaccountable  naughtinefs  of  his  life, 
for  Ins  notorious  difobedience  to  indulgent  parents,  whofe  fa- 
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vours  he  had  made  an  occaflon  of  habituating  himfelf  to  vile 
company,  which  afterwards  brought  him  into  the  commiffion 
of  thofe  crimes,  for  which  his  days  were  in  the  prime  cut 
fhort.  At  the  place,  he  owned  he  had  been  a  moft  flagitious 
finner,  but  hoped  he  had  made  his  peace  with  God.  When 
prayers  and  all  were  over,  he  fpoke  to  the  multitude  to  the 
fame  purpofe  as  before. 

Thomas  Edwards,  not  full  fixteen  ^ears  of  age,  born  in 
Spittlefields,  of  honeft  parents.  His  father  left  him  young, 
and  his  mother  took  care  of  his  education  3  but  he  was  of 
fuch  a  perverfe  difpofition,  that  be  would  learn  nothing,  and 
continued  in  great  ignorance  of  chriftian  principles.  They 
put  him  to  a  weaver,  which  was  his  father’s  trade  3  but  not 
willing  ta  follow  that,  they  put  him  to  another  bufmefs, 
which  he  likewife  quickly  left  ofF,  and  took  himfelf  to  pick¬ 
ing,  dealing,  (hop-lifting,  drinking,  &c.  and  he  alfo  got  in 
with  fome  infamous  women  who  were  fo  bafe  as  to  bear  him 
company,  though  he  was  but  a  child,  which  fpeedily  brought 
him  to  the  halter.  He  loved  to  vifit  the  priloners  in  Newgate, 
where  he  got  acquainted  with  Pafte  ;  and  after  he  got  laft  out 
of  prifon,  Pafte  advifcd  young  Edwards  to  go  with  them  upon 
ftreet  robberies.  Edwards,  void  of  all  grace,  and  formerly 
accuftomed  to  nothing  but  pilfering,  thieving,  fnop  lifting, 
&c.  and  being  a  villain  ingrained,  readily  complied  with  this 
bellifti  advice.  Tire  firft  and  laft  fa£t  that  ever  he  did,  was 
robbing  Mr.  Prior,  the  minifter.  He  was  an  obftinate  boy, 
and  utterly  corrupted  in  his  morals  from  his  cradle,  was  often 
in  company  with  leud  women,  both  before  he  was  taken  up, 
and  in  the  prifon,  and  only  delighted  in  the  company  of 
whores  and  robbers.  He  profefled  penitence,  cried  a  little, 
believed  in  Chrift,  and  died  in  peace. 

At  the  place  of  execution,  Thomas  Edwards  owned  him¬ 
felf  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  villainous  boys  that  ever 
was :  he  wept  and  cried  in  great  plenty,  as  he  had  frequently 
done  before. 


Pafte  and  Edwards  were  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday, 
March  6,  1 73 1-2. 

T  2 


ROBERT 
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ROBERT  ATKINSON,  for  murdering  bis  Mother,  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1731-2. 

];)  OBERT  ATKINSON,  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
fadler,  was  indidled  for  the  murder  of  Ann  Atkinfon, 
his  mother,  by  throwing  her  down  flairs,  upon  a  pavement 
of  tiles,  by  which  fall  her  fkull  was  broke,  and  fhe  received 
one  mortal  bruife,  of  which  fhe  inflantly  died,  Feb.  15. 

He  vvas  a  fecopd  time  indicted  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Mary  Parrot ,  the  prifoner’s  maid.  Lad  Tuefday  was 
feven-night,  between  twelve  and  one  in  the  morning,  my  mit- 
trefs,  the  prifoner’s  mother,  faid  I  might  go  to  bed,  for  I  was 
not  very  well,  and  (he  would  fit  up  for  my  mailer.  My  bed 
is  below  in  the  kitchen,  and  my  miftrefs  lies  with  me.  So  I 
went  to  bed  and  fell  aileep,  but  was  awaked  about  one  or  two 
o  clock  by  a  noife  above  ff airs.  The  prifoner  was  knocking 
violently  againftthe  infide  of  the  door  of  the  room  where  he 
lay,  which  is  even  with  the  fhop.  I  heard  him  call  out  to  his 
mother,  D— — -  n  you  for  an  old  b  —  h,  do  you  think  I’ll  be 
locked  up  in  my  own  houfe  ?.  She  told  hrm  (he  Would  not  open 
Ins  door  till  fhe  had  opened  the  ftreet-door  fir  ft.-  I  heard  her 
open  the,  ftreet-door  and  go  out,  and  (hut  it  after  her.  The 
prifoner  then  came  down  into  the  kitchen,  and  faid  to  me, 
Mary  where  are  you  ?  I  anfwcred,  in  bed,  Sir  ;  what  do  you 
want  ?  I  am  come  to  bid  you  good  night,  fays  he,  give  me  a 
bufs-.  I  was  fadly  frighted,  for  he  was  ft  ark  naked  without 
his  fhirt.  Sir,  fays  I,  you  had  better  go  to  bed.  No,  fays 
he,  I  muft  have  a  bufs  firft,  As  he  did  not  offer  any  rudenefs, 
1  ffiffered  hint  to  kifs  me  once  or  twice,  in  hopes  he  would  then 
go  away.'  '  But  he  got  upon  the  bed,  without-fide  the  bed- 
cloaths,  and  lay  very  hard  upon  me,  and  endeavoured  to  put 
his  hands  into  the  bed,  but  with  much  difficulty  i  kept  them 
out,  I  begged  him  to  leave  me  and  look  for  my  miftrefs, 
who  was  gone  into  the  facet,  and  might  come  to  fome  hurt 
at  that  time  of  night.  I  had  hardly  fpoke,  when  (he  appeared 
by  my  bed -fide.  She  had  let  herfelf  in,  for  the  key  of  the 
(1  reel-door  was  found  in  her  pocket  when  (he  was  dead. 
You  dog,  fays  (he,  w’hat  bufmefs  have  you  upon  the  maid’s 

bed  ?  p- - —n  you,  you  old  b  — h,  fays  he,  I  don’t  know 

what  bufmefs  you  have  in  my  houfe.  She  run  into  the  coal- 

vault  to  hide  herfelf,  and  in  running  her  candle  went  out. 

t  :  o  t  'mp  ,  ;  '  t.-l  ro  ;  y  o  .  .  He 
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He  lighted  a  match,  and  went  to  look  for  her.  She  got  by 
him,  and  run  up  flairs,  and  he  after  her.  I  heard  a  great 
flruggling  in  the  paflage  at  the  ftairs-head,  as  if  (lie  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  get  from  him.  I  heard  no  blows  indeed,  but 
prefer.tly  file  fell  down  with  fuch  violence,  as  if  part  of  the 
houfe  had  fallen  with  her.  She  neither  fpolc-e  nor  groaned. 

He  run  down  after  her,  and  cried  out,  D - n  the  old 

b— — h,  I  have  murdered  her,  and  I  fhall  be  hanged  for  her. 
Mary  !  bring  the  candle.  I  am  coming,  Sir,  fays  I,  but  be¬ 
ing  in  a  fright,  I  run  up  flairs  in  my  (Lift  to  Mr.  Gold’s 
chamber,  and  begged  I  might  flay  there  a  little.  Mr.  Gold 
and  his  brother  lie  together.  Aye,  pray  do,  faid  they,  and 
bolt  the  door,  for  in  his  paflion  he  may  murder  ias  too.  The 
prifoner  called  again  and  again  for  a  candle,  and  faid,  he  had 
murdered  his  flear  mother,  and  jae  fhould  be  hanged.  AtJaft, 
the  gentlemen  bidding  me  call  the  watch,  I  ventured  down, 
and  a  waiher-woman  came  in  with  a  candle  and  lanthorn  ; 
but  I  was  in  fuch  a  fright,  that  I  don’t  remember  whether 
I  found  the  door  open,  or  that  I,  or  any  body  elfe  opened 
it.  The  prifoner  then  called  for  a  knife,  or  fork,  to  bleed 
his  mother.  I  carried  him  a  fork,  tie  pricked  her  arm, 
and  it  bled  a  little.  Fie  trembled,  and  faid,  he  would  give 
a  thoufand  pounds  to  fave  her  life ;  fhe  had  a  napkin  on  her 
head,  and  it  was  bloody.  He  fentfor  a  furgeon.  Mr.  Martin 
came,  and  faid,  he  believed  fhe  was  dead.  I  had  lived  with 
the  prifoner  about  a  month. 

Court .  How  did  he  behave  to  his  mother  in  that 
time  ? 

M.  P.  I  have  fometimes  heard  him  fcold  at  her,  and  feen 
him  pull  her  by  the  nofs,  and  pufh  his  hand  in  her  face 
thus - in  anger. 

Prifoner *.  Flow  much  liquor  did  you  fetch  your  miflrefs 
that  night  ? 

M.  P.  I  fetched  her  half  a  pint  of  gin,  and  fhe  gave  it  me 
to  carry  a  glafs  to  the  watch,  and  another  to  a  woman  ;  but, 
I  don't  remember  that  fne  drank  any  of  it  herfelf.  I  know 
fhe  would  drink  a  great  deal,  but  I  never  faw  her  fuddled: 
for  fhe  had  ufed  herfelf  to  it  fo,  that  it  would  hardly  diforder 
her. 

Prifoner.  V/as  I  drunk  or  fober  ? 

M.  P.  I  believe  he  had  been  drinking,  but  I  cannot  fay 
that  he  was  drunk,  I  have  feen  him  much  worfe  :  he  feemed 
to  be  fenfible  ;  but  was  in  a  great  paflion. 

Arthur  Gold.  I  and  my  younger  brother. lodge  in  the  houfe, 
up  one  pair  of  flairs.  About  two  in  the  morning,  I  heard 

a  violent 
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a  violent  out-cry  of  murder,  and  going  down  I  found  the  pri¬ 
soner  in  his  breeches  and  {hirt,  opening  the  ftreet-door.  His 
mother  had  a  candle  in  her  hand,  and  one  Mrs.  Bowman  flood 
crying  with  her  hair  loofe.  The  prifoner  gave  her  feverai 
blows,  and  called  the  watch,  and  bid  them  carry  her  home, 
or  to  the  round-houfe  ;  for  he  faid,  {he  was  an  impudent 
whore.  But  his  mother  faid,  no,  (he  was  an  honeft  woman, 
and  had  brought  him  home,  or  elfe  he  had  lofl  his  watch  and 
money.  When  Mrs.  Bowman  was  gone,  the  deceafed  pulled 
me  by  the  fleeve,  and  pointed  to  the  prifoner’s  door,  that  i 
fhould  get  him  to  bed.  I  perfuaded  him  into  his  room,  and 
as  he  was  undrefling,  he  called  his  mother  a  wicked,  drunken 
monfter,  and  faid,  that  fhe  had  been  the  ruin  of  him,  and 
that  he  had  paid  fifteen  pounds  for  her  but  a  few  days  before. 
She  laid,  if  it  was  fo,  it  did  not  become  him  to  tell  her  of  it 
in  that  manner  :  at  laft,  I  got  him  to  bed.  She  thanked  me, 
and  went  down,  and  I  went  up.  I  believe  they  had  both 
been  drinking,  but  neither  of  them  appeared  to  be  much  dif- 
oidered. 

I  had  not  been  a  bed  three  minutes,  when  I  heard  a  violent 
noife  at  his  door.  He  fvvore  he  would  not  be  locked  in.  1 
heard  his  mother  lay,  if  I  mu  ft  open  the  door.  I’ll  leave  the 
houfe.  And  when  his  door  was  opened,  I  heard  the  ftreet- 
door  {hut,  and  then  I  was  pretty  eafy.  But  it  was  jnot  long 
before  I  heard  a  running,  and  a  fcuffiing  noife,  as  if  two 
were  ftruggling,  and  fomething  fell  down  with  a  violent  force. 
The  maid  came  up  to  my  door  bare-footed.  Lord,  Sir,  faid 
{he,  my  mafter  has  murdered  my  miftrefs,  and  I  am  afraid  he 
will  murder  me  too.  So,  I  let  her  in,  and  in  a  little  time,  I 
and  my  brother,  and  fhe,  went  down.  I  believe  my  brother 
opened  the  ftreet-door,  and  called  the  watch.  I  went  into 
the  kitchen,  where  i  faw  the  prifoner  fitting,  ftark-naked, 
with  his  mother’s  head  in  his  lap.  O  God  !  fays  he,  what 
{hall  I  do  !  my  mother  is  dead. 

George  Miller,  watchman.  As  I  was  calling  the  hour  of 
the  night,  1  came  to  the  prifoner’s  door,  and  heard  a  fort  of  a 
difpute  within  between  him  and  a  woman  :  at  laft,  1  heard 
blows,  and  the  woman  cried  murder !  upon  which  I  knocked 
heartily  at  the  door,  and  he  opened  it,  and  afked,  who  I  was  ? 
I  anfwered,  I  am  your  watchman,  Sir.  Then,  fays  he,  light 
this  woman  home,  and  I’ll  give  you  fix-pence.  But  feeling 
in  his  pocket,  he  had  no  money,  and  fo  he  afked  his  mother 
for  fome.  She  faid,  {he  had  no  fiiver.  Why  then,  damn  it, 
fays  he  in  a  p^ftion,  give  me  gold.  The  woman  had  no  head- 
cloathson  when  {he  came  put  of  the  houfe,  but  (lie  had  them 

'  ,  in 
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in  her  hand,  and  put  them  on  at  the  door,  and  fo  I  lighted 
her  home.  And  going  back  again,  I  found  a  wafberwoman 
at  the  prifoner’s  door,  and  file  faid,  fbe  believed  there  was 
murder  done.  The  door  being  open,  I  went  in,  and  down 
flairs,  where  I  faw  the  prifoner  fitting  as  naked  as  he  was 
born,  with  his  mother’s  head  between  his  legs.  I  went  and 
called  the  conflable,  and  others,  and  the  prifoner  faid,  he  had 
murdered  his  dear  mother,  and  he  called  for  a  pen-knife  to 
let  her  blood. 

Court.  Are  you  fure  he  faid  murdered  ? 

G.  M.  Yes;  and  Mr.  Cockerel  the  conflable  was  there 
at  the  fame  time. 

James  Cockerel .  I  was  there  between  three  and  four.  The 
prifoner  had  then  got  a  gown  on.  He  faid,  he  was  afraid  his 
poor  mother  was  dead.  But  I  don't  remember  that  I  heard 
the  word  murdered. 

Will.  Plowman ,  watchman.  I  found  him  fitting  naked, 
with  her  head  between  his  legs.  I  afked  him,  why  he  fat  in 
that  poll ure  ?  And,  fays  he,  I  never  lie  in  a  fhirt.  I  am 
afraid  I  have  killed  my  dear  mother,  and  I  fhall  be  hanged. 
Lend  me  a  fork  or  a  penknife  to  fave  her  life  if  I  can.  Then 
I  went  for  Mr.  Martin,  the  furgeon. 

Jofeph  Barber ,  the  prifoner’s  apprentice.  I  was  awaked 
about  two  in  the  morning,  by  a  noife  that  was  made  by  the 
prifoner’s  quarreling  with  Mrs.  Bowman,  who  is  our  embroi- 
derefs.  I  heard  her  fhriek  and  cry  murder.  He  bid  the 
watch  take  her  away,  and  fhe  faid,  Aye,  for  God’s  fake  do  ! 
Get  me  out  of  this  houfe.  After  Ihe  was  gone,  I  heard  him 
knock  at  his  room  door,  and  fay,  that  he  would  not  be  lock¬ 
ed  up  in  his  houfe.  And  his  mother  faid,  What  the  devil  ails 
the  man  ?  1  won’t  open  it,  or  if  I  do,  I’ll  go  into  the  flreet. 
7  hen  I  heard  both  the  doors  open,  and  the  flreet  door  fhut 
again,  and  in  a  little  time  I  heard  her  open  the  flreet  door 
with  a  key,  and  come  in.  I  lay  up  three  pair  of  flairs,  but 
the  flair  cafe  is  made  with  a  well-hole,  fo  that  I  could  hear 
very  plainly.  By  and  by  fomething  fell  down  flairs,  and  he 
cried,  Oh  !  what  have  I  done  ?  Mary  !  Mary  !  bring  a  light. 
Capt.  Dunbar,  who  lodges  up  two  pair  of  flairs,  called  out 
to  me,  For  God’s  fake,  Jack,  get  up  ;  he’ll  murder  the  old 
woman  !  So  1  went  down,  and  he  was  making  his  complaint, 
O  my  poor  dear  mother  !  fays  he,  fhe’s  dead !  Why  won’t 
you  fpeak  to  me  ?  {  hen  he  bid  me  fetch  a  furgeon.  I  fen£ 

a  watchman  for  Mr.  Martin,  and  went  myfdf  for  Mr. 
VV  ecms. 


Court . 
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Court,  Did  you  ever  obferve  him  to  treat  her  in  an  undtf- 
tiful  manner? 

J.  B.  I  have  feen  him  pufli  her  in  the  face. 

Mr.  Martin .  I  was  called  up  about  three,  to  come  to  the 
deceased.  I  found  her  lying  on  her  back.  Says  I,  She’s  dead, 
you  jaave  no  need  of  me.  T  he  prifoner  defired  me  to  bleed 
her.  1  pricked  her  arm,  but  fhe  bled  but  a  fpoonful,  for 
there  was  no  circulation  of  the  blood.  I  obferved  a  wound 
on  the  back  part  of  her  head,  about  an  inch  long.  Next  day 
the  coroner  lent  for  me,  and  (Mr.  Weems  being  with  me)  I 
opened  the  fkull,  and  found  it  cracked  in  two  places  from  ear 
to  ear,  and  a  piece  of  the  fkull  feparated,  fo  that  it  was  im~ 
poflible  (he  fhould  ever  fpeak  after  the  blow.  I  here  was  a 
great  deal  of  extravafated  blood  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain. 

Mr.  Weems  depofed  to  the  fame  effedL 


The  Prifoner  s  Defence . 

Prifoner,  AH  that  know  me  inwardly,  know  that  I  loved 
my  mother  above  all  things :  that  I  loved  her  as  dearly  as  any 
thing  upon  earth  :  and  I  believe  fhe  has  faid  the  fame  thing 
to  all  the  world.  I  had  been  drinking  at  feveral  places  in 
the  morning,  and  was  at  the  tavern  all  the  afternoon,  and  at 
night  I  went  to  the  ale-houfe.  From  thence  I  went  to  Mrs. 
Bowman’s.  She  afked  me  for  my  watch,  and  a  few  (hillings? 
which  I  had,  that  fhe  might  take  care  of  them:  and  fo  fhe 
came  home  with  me.  My  mother  afked  her  to  flay  and  lie 
with  her,  but  fhe  would  not ;  and  fo  1  beat  her,  and  called 
the  watch  to  take  her  away.  When  (Re  was  gone,  Mr.  Gold 
put  me  to  bed,  but  I  did  not  like  to  be  locked  in,  and  fo  I 
got-out,  and  went  down  to  the  maid,  without  my  fhirt,  and 
laid  myfelf  upon  her  bed.  And  then  my  poor  mother  came 
down,  and  afked  me,  what  bufinefs  I  had  with  the  maid  ? 
and  fo  1  got  up,  and  — —  and  my  mother  ran  into  the  coal- 
vault  ;  and  I  lighted  a  match  to  look  for  her,  but  then  fhe 
run  up  flairs,  and  I  followed  her,  and  fomehow  or  other,  as 
fhe  was  endeavouring  to  get  by  me  in  the  dark,  I  fuppofe  her 
foot  flipped,  and  file  fell  down.  And  this  is  the  truth,  as  I 
hope  to  fee  the  face  of  Almighty  God. 

Will.  / Itkinfon ,  the  prifoner’s  brother.  I  am  cook  to  Col. 
Handtfide.  I  ufed  to  viflt  my  brother  when  1  was  at  leifure, 
and  always  found  a  good  harmony  betwixt  him  and  my  mo¬ 
ther. 
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ther,  and  if- a  hafty  expreflion  happened  to  fall  from  him,  he 
would  be  forry  for  it.  I  had  heard  fome  fpightful  people  fay, 
that  he  had  ufed  her  ill  when  he  was  drunk.  I  afked  her  a  - 
bout  it,  and  (he  faicl,  O  Lord  !  Billy,  it’s  quite  otherwife :  he 
has  always  treated  me  in  the  molt  tender  endearing  manner 
ever  fon  did.  Ah  Billy  !  I  wifh  you  was  but  half  fo  good. 
She  had  enough  to  maintain  her,  and  therefore  had  no  need 
to  live  with  him,  if  he  ufed  her  ill ;  but  for  four  or  five  years 
paft,  fhe  has  been  very  much  given  to  drinking. 

Mary ,  the  wife  of  Will.  Atkhijon.  I  faw  nothing  but  love 
and  unity  between  her  and  my  brother.  I  never  faw  any  dif- 
turbance  but  once,  when  he  defired  her  not  to  drink  fo  much. 
She  always  faid  he  was  the  mofl  endearing  and  dutiful  child 
that  ever  woman  bore.  After  fhe  was  dead,  1  heard  Mary 
Parrot  fay,  that  the  firft  time  fhe  faw  the  prifoner,  fhe  thought 
by  his  looks  he  would  come  to  be  hanged  :  that  fhe  would 
hang  him  if  poffible  ;  and  that  fhe  would  hang  him  before  file 
would  be  hanged  herfelf. 

Court .  What  reafon  could  fhe  have  for  faying,  She  would 
hang  him  before  fhe  would  be  hanged  herfelf,  when  it  don’t 
appear  that  fhe  was  in  any  danger  of  being  hanged  ? 

*  M.  A .  Nay,  I  don’t  know  5  but  fo  fhe  faid,  and  that 
I’ll  fwear. 

Mary  Parrot .  No,  but  fome  women  faid  they  would  let 
the  prifoner  lie  with  them  to  fave  his  life ;  and  a  journeyman 
faid  the  prifoner  fhould  lie  with  his  wife,  rather  than  be 
hanged  ;  and  they  blamed  me  for  not  letting  him  come  to  bed 
to  me,  becaufe,  they  faid,  that  would  have  faved  his  mother’s 
life  and  his  too.  I  was  provoked  at  hearing  them  talk  in  fuc^ 
a  manner ;  and  fo  I  told  them  I  would  fooner  fee  half  the 


world  hanged,  than  let  him  come  to  bed  to  me. 

Mary  Burnet .  The  Sunday  before  this  accident,  the  de- 
ceafed  told  me  that  her  fon  Robert  was  the  dutifuleft  child 
that  ever  was  born  in  the  world.  And  afterwards  I  afked 
Mary  Parrot  what  fhe  had  been  fwearing,  and  if  file  knew 
what  an  oath  was  ?  And  fhe  faid  as  how  fhe  would  fwear  that; 
no,  flie  faid,  what  was  that  to  me?  And  fays  I— and  fays 
fne.  I’ll  fwear  that. — 

Court .  What  did  fhe  fay  fhe  would  fwear  ? 

M.  B .  Why  fhe  faid — But  firfl  I  afked  her  bow—Lord  ! 

I  am  very  much  furprifed- - 1  afked  her,  if  fhe  had  for- 

fworn  herfelf  in  fwearing  any  thing  againft  him  unjuilly. 

C.  That  was  a  very  odd  queftion.  And  pray  what  an- 
fwer  did  file  make  ? 

1 5  U  M.B. 
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Jl/L  B,  Why*  fhe  faid  truly,  {he’d  fwear  his  life  away, 
before  fne’d  lofe  her  own. 

C.  Were  thofe  the  words? 

M.  B.  Yes,  fhe  faid  fhe  would  (wear  his  life  away,  be¬ 
fore  he  fhouid  take  hers. 

C.  Repeat  that  again. 

M'°  B.  She  faid  fhe  would  hang  him  rather  than  be  hanged 
berfelf.  I’ll  take  my  oath  fhe  faid  fo. 

Mary  Sunderland.  The  Sunday  night  before  this  misfor- 
tune,  the  deceafed  told  me,  fhe  was  the*  happieff  woman  alive 
in  a  fon,  and  it  was  her  own  fault,  if  ever  fhe  had  an  angry 
word  from  him. 

C.  How  came  you  to  talk  about  him  juft  at  that  time  r 

M*  S.  I  don’t  know,  we  were  talking  about  one  thing 
or  another,  and  fo  it  came  about. 

Prifonzr .  My  poor  mother  was  continually  praifing  me  in 
all  company. 

M.  S.  I  was  afraid  Mary  Parrot  had  fwore  too  rafhly, 
and  fo  I  fpoke  to  her  about  ir,  and  (he  faid,  I’]]  hang  him  if  I 
can,  for  if  he  was  not  a  vile  wretch,  he  would  never  have  ; 
murdered  his  mother. 

M-  P arret.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  faw  this  woman’s 
face  before. 

Mrs,  Bailey .  The  night  before  the  accident,  I  flipped  with 
the  deceafed.  We  had  two  quarts  of  beer,  and  half  a  pint  of 
gin.  O  madam  !  fays  fhe  to  me,  my  poor  dear  child  is  my 
heft  friend  ;  but  when  I  am  ill,  I  am  afraid  to  let  him  know 
it,  for  fear  be  fhould  break  his  heart.  After  fhe  was  dead,  I 
fays  to  Mary  Parrot,  Do  you  think  he  threw  her  down  ?  As 
I  hope  to  be  faved,  madam,  fays  fhe,  I  don’t  know  that  hq 
did,  for  1  was  a-bed. 

C .  She  (wears  the  fame  now. 

- —  Bailey.  No,  but  fbe  faid,  fhe*  believed  he  never 

touched  her.  And  pray,  fays  I,  did  fhe  drink  the  gin  that  I 
left  ?  Yes,  madam,  fays  fhe,  and  I  fetched  her  half  a  pint 
more.  Mary,  fays  I,  thofe  are  fad  ugly  loofe  flairs  at  your 
houfe.  Yes,  madam,  fays  fhe,  and  fo  they  be.  And  fays 
I,  the  poor  old  woman  was  very  fond  of  her  fon.  Aye,  ma¬ 
dam,  fays  Parrot,  fhe  would  hang  half  the  world  to  fave 
him.  ;  .  : 

M.  Parrot .  1  faid  I  had  fetched  more  gin,  but  that  file 

did  not  drink  it.  The  flairs  are  not  fo  bad  but  fhe  would  go 
up  and  down  very  nimbly  in  the  dark  ;  and  fhe  thought  much 

i  '  '•  to 
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to  let  me  have  a  candle.  There  was  only  one  of  the  flairs 
loofe,  and  that  was  at  the  bottom. 

Mr.  Watkins ,  apothecary.  I  attended  the  deceafed  in  her 
illnefs  laft  Chriftmas.  I  never  faw  a  fon  more  dutiful  than 
the  prifoner,  he  was  quite  tirefome  in  begging  me  to  take  care 
of  her.  The  paflage  at  the  top  of  the  kitchen  flairs  is  not 
above  a  yard  wide.  The  door  that  leads  down  the  flairs  is  in 
the  corner,  and  within  a  foot  of  the  door  going  into  the  fhop, 
fo  that  a  fcufflp  there  might  eafily  occafion  a  fall.  And  if  her 
foot  flipped,  the  flairs  are  fo  fleep,  fhe  mufl  certainly  fall  to 
the  bottom. 

Rachel  Reeves .  I  have  known  the  prifoner  thirty  years. 
He  was  all  obedience,  teridernefs,  and  affeclion  !  The  delight 
of  his  father’s  heart,  and  his  mother  was  for  ever  prailing 
him.  - 

Charles  Humes,  the  prifoner’s  journeyman,  Mr.  Hatchet, 
Elizabeth  Baxter,  a  wafherwoman,  and  John  Taokell,  fer- 
vant  to  Col.  Handilide,  dcpofed  that  the  prifoner  was  a  du¬ 
tiful  fon,  and  they  never  knew  any  quarrel  betwixt  him  and 
his  mother. 

Major  Smith .  His  mother  faid  he  was  very  good  to 

her. 

Mary  Phillips .  Aye,  and  fhe  told  me  fhe  was  bleft  in  a 
fon. 

Willi  am  Fofler.  And  fhe  told  me  that  when  fhe  was  Tick, 
he  never  left  her  night  nor  day,  but  continually  fat  by  her  bed 
and  cried  like  a  child  without  ceafmg. 

William  Baily .  He  always  fhewed  the  utmofl  concern 
when  he  fpoke  of  her.  I  believe  he  would  have  been  the  laft 
man  in  the  world  that  would  have  been  guilty  of  any  barba¬ 
rity  towards  her. 

- Baity i  brother  to  W Baily.  I  was  vaflly  intimate 

with  him.  He  was  a  dutiful  fon,  and  fhe  a  good  mother, 
only  fhe  would  drink.  She  has  been  at  my  ho ufe  when  fhe 
could  hardly  fland ;  and  in  fhort,  I  was  afraid  my  wife 
would  follow  her  example.  The  flair-cafe  is  fleep,  dark,  and 
dangerous. 

Henry  Gobin .  I  live  behind  {he  prifoner’s  houfe.  Be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  in  the  morning,  I  heard  a  noife,  and 
cry  of  murder,  and  then  all  was  quiet  again.  But,  by  and 
by,  I  heard  him  bemoan  himfelf,  in  a  very  piercing  way  ; 
and  then  he  called  out,  Mary  !  bring  me  a  fork,  or  a  pen¬ 
knife  !  Mary!  Mary!  for  Jefus  fake,  Mary!  What!  will 
no  body  come  a-ne«*  me  ?  O  my  God  !  fhe’s  dead  !  my  poor 

U  2,  mother 
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mother  is  dead  !  But  I  did  not  hear  a  word  of  faying,  I  have 
murdered  my  mother. 

J 

C.  Can  you  take  upon  you  to  fwear  that  you  heard  every 
word  ? 

Gcbm.  Yes,  every  word. 

C.  How  ?  when  you  were  behind  the  houfe,  could  you 
hear  every  word  that  palled  in  the  kitchen  ? 

Gobin.  No,  1  did  not  fay  every  word ;  but  I  did  not  hear 
that  word. 

- —  Bromley ,  a  fadler.  The  prifoner  was  a  perfedl  fo« 

ber  man,  and  continually  reading  good  books,  he  was  guilty 
of  no  manner  of  vice,  neither  drinking,  whoring,  fwearing, 
nor  any  other  fin  whatever.  ^ 

Some  of  the  prifoner’s  witneiTes  having  attempted  to  inva¬ 
lidate  the  evidence  of  Mary  Parrot,  two  reputable  tradefmen 
appeared  in  her  behalf. 

William  Pompilion .  I  have  known  Mary  Parrot  feven  years* 
She  always  had  the  charadfer  of  a  good,  honeft,  fober  fervant, 
and  I  don't  believe  fhe  would  fwear  wrongfully  upon  anv  ac¬ 
count  whatever. 

James  Prior .  I  have  known  her  longer.  She  has  all  along 
been  efleemed  a  fober,  modeft,  young  woman.  T  never 
heard  that  her  character  was  ever  ftained  on  any  account ;  and 
I  am  far  from  thinking  fhe  could  ever  be  perfuaded  to  take  a 
falfe  oath. 

Prifoner .  If  the  jury  iliould  think  there  was  any  feuffle  be¬ 
twixt  me  and  my  mother,  I  hope  they  will  confider  there  is  a 
difference  between  that  and  malice. 


.  The  pry  acquitted  him,  and  found  that  Ann  Atkinfon  was 
killed  accidentally. 
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^jpHOMAS  BECK,  was  indidled  for  affaulting  Thomas 
Wifeman  on  the  highway,  and  robbing  him  of  a  hat 
and  wig,  March  31. 

Thomas  Wifeman .  On  Friday  night,  the  laft  day  of  March* 
my  matter  fent  me  with  a  bottle  of  drops  to  Mr.  Read  in 
Burr-ttreet.  It  was  a  fine  moon-light  night;  and  about  ten 
o’clock  as  I  was  returning  homeward,  at  the  top  of  Virginia- 
ttreefc,  I  faw  three  men  leaning  over  the  rails  of  a  ditch.  The 
prifoner,  who  was  one  of  them,  was  in  a  Tailor’s  drefs,  came 
up  to  me,  and  faid,  Stand  and  deliver !  or  you  are  a  dead  man. 
I  told  him  I  had  no  money  :  when  prefently  another  of  them 
came  behind  me,  and  knocked  me  down.  I  cried  out,  and 
they  repeated  their  blows,  fo  that  I  received  two  contufed 
wounds,  and  was  afraid  they  had  fractured  my  fkull.  One  of 
them  took  my  hat,  and  another  my  wig.  The  prifoner 
examined  my  pockets,  but  could  not  fearch  to  the  bottom  of 
my  breeches  pocket,  becaufe  I  lay  with  my  knees  bent  under 
me,  fo  that  I  loft  no  money.  It  was  a  bye-place.  I  made  a 
groaning  noife,  and  at  laft  fomebody  opened  a  window,  upon 
which  they  beat  me  again,  and  made  off.  I  got  up.  Two 
of  them  efcaped,  but  the  prifoner  was  taken  before  he  was  out 
of  my  fight. 

Prifoner.  1  afked  you  before  the  juftice  if  it  was  I  that 
bid  you  ftand  ?  And  you  faid  no. 

T.  W.  I  remember  no  fuch  queftion. 

William  Minart ,  excifeman.  In  Ratcliff  Highway,  about 
forty  yards  from  Virginia-ftreet,  I  heard  a  cry  of  Stop  thief ! 
and  faw  three  men  running  different  ways.  The  prifoner, 
who  was  one  of  them,  coming  towards  me  on  the  fhady  fide 
of  the  way,  I  fuddenly  feized  him.  The  profecutor  foon  came 
up  very  bloody,  and  charged  him  with  the  robbery. 

Juftice  Phillips.  I  examined  the  prifoner  ;  he  denied  the 
robbery  ;  and  when  I  afked  him  what  hufinefs  he  had  at  the 
end  of  Virginia  ftreet  ?  He  faid  he  was  going  to  fee  one  Will 
Fleming,  at  the  Hercules-Pillars  ale-houfe  ;  but  that  houfe 
lies  a  quite  contrary  way,  and  has  been  fhut  up  this  twelve- 
month.  Somebody  that  ftood  by  me  faid,  the  prifoner  was 
the  man  who  was  made  an  evidence  laft  fettions,  and  gave  the 
Parfons  the  name  of  Small  Coal  Men,  This  inftrument  was 
found  in  his  pocket :  one  part  of  it  is  a  faw,  that  will  cut  an 

iron 
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iron  bar  ;  another  is  a  kpife  ;  and  a  third  is  a  tool,  they  call  % 
tnohock.  He  was  fo  impudent,  that  when  i  ordered  his 
hat  to  be  taken  off,  he  threatened  to  fwear  a  robbery  agaiaft 
me. 

Prifoner.  That  inftrument  is  a  cock-fighting  tool ;  it  is  of 
no  ufe  in  the  world,  but  to  cut  cock  fpurs  with. 

Profecuior .  On  the  firft  of  April,  I  received  this  threaten¬ 
ing, letter  by  the  penny- poft. 

Court .  Can  you  fwear  it  came  from  the  prifoner  ? 

Prcfecutor.  No,  I  rather  believe  it  came  from  his  two  ac¬ 
complices. 

Court .  Then  it  is  no  evidence,  and  muff  not  be  read. 

Prifoner.  He  faid  before  the  juftice,  he  would  hang  me, 
if  it  coft  a  hundred  pounds,  becaufe  he  would  have  me  for  an 
anatomy. 

Juftice  Phillips.  No,  but  one  Mr.  Harris  did  indeed 
fay  that  he  would  endeavour  to  get  the  prifoner’s  body 
for  an  anatomy,  becaufe  he  had  made  himfelf  remark¬ 
able,  by  beftowing  the  name  of  Small  Coal  Men  upon  the 
parfons. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty*  Death. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  mentioned  in  the  preceding  trial. 

m 

For  Mr.  Wifeman,  at  Mr.  Thompfon,  a  furgun,  over  againii 
Old  Gravel-Lane,  Rattliff-Highway. 

Newgate, 

/^|UR  friend  is  now  ftarving  in  prifon  but  when  he  gets  out 
^  we  (hall  have  anoportuniti  for  revenge  but  if  you  ar  fa¬ 
vourable  in  your  euidenfe  you  may  fave  his  life  and  then  we 
fhal  be  willin  to  forgive  you  but  if  he  dyes  the  devil  fly  away 
with  us  foul  and  body  if  we  do  not  (hoot  you  and  for  the  ekfize 
man  that  ftopt  him  we  will  deal  his  head  of  before  he  is  much 
older  which  you  may  tell  him  but  if  you  are  favorable  you  wiM 
prevent  any  mifchief  from  coming  to  you  both 

By  God  this  is  the  refoluftion  of 


Number  2. 
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Thomas  Beck,  was  a  fecond  time  indifted  for  aflaulting 
John  Davifon  on  the  highway,  and  robbing  him  of  a  hand¬ 
kerchief  and  a  woollen  cap. 

John  Davifon.  Between  ten  and  eleven  at  night,  the  pri¬ 
soner  came  up  to  me  in  Rofemary-Lane,  and  faid,  D - n 

yv^u,  I  have  met  you  now,  and  I’ll  pay  you  heartily  for  telling 
the  gentleman  about  the  hat  that  Harry  Whitefides  was  taken 
up  for  *,  and  fo  he  knocked  me  down  with  a  fhort  flick,  beat 
me  ;  and  kneeling  upon  my  breafl,  took  my  handkerchief  and 
my  cap  out  of  my  pocket.  It  is  very  well !  I  know  you, 
Tom  Beck,  fays  I  ;  and  with  that  he  fell  upon  me  again, 
threw  me  down,  filled  my  mouth  full  of  mud,  and  ftabb’d 
me  with  a  knife  in  the  left  fhoulder  and  right  buttock.  I  loft 
fome  money  too  ;  but  I  will  not  fwear  he  took  it. 

Prifoner .  This  evidence  is  a  very  fcanaalous  fellow,  my 
lord.  He  will  rap  f  any  thing  for  the  fake  of  the  cole  if 

He  has  been  upon  the  diving  lay  §  with  Peter  Buck.' - - 

He  told  me  himfelf,  that  PeteF  was  nailed  [|  in  his  com¬ 
pany. 

Profecutor .  It  is  falfe ;  I  never  was  in  Buck’s  company  in 
my  life,  fo  as  to  drink  with  him. 

Prifoner .  There  is  Harry  Whitefides  will  give  you  a  cha- 
rafter  of  him. 

Court.  Where  is  Whitefides  ? 

Prifoner .  In  Newgate. 

Profecutor.  It  is  the  man  I  was  a  witnefs  againft  yefter- 
day,  for  ftealing  a  hat  in  a  (hop  in  Cheapfide,  of  which  he 
was  convifted. 

Court.  Then  he  cannot  be  an  evidence. 

Prifoner.  Befides,  this  Davifon  is  very  great  with  Sarah 
Whittle,  the  woman  that  bought  the  parfon’s  fcarf ;  and  be- 
caufe  I  fwore  it  upon  her  laft  feflions,  he  has  bore  me  a  fpite 
ever  fince.  But  one  day,  when  (he  had  given  him  a  black 

eye,  he  comes  to  me  in  Newgate,  and  fays,  D - m  me, 

Tom  Beck,  how  do  you  think  this  b — h  Whittle  has  ferved 

me  l  She  has  given  me  a  black  eye ;  and  d - n  me,  if  I 

am  not  forry  to  fee  you  here  :  and  if  a  fmack  **  will  do  you 
any  good,  it  is  at  your  fervice.  And  fo  he  gave  me  a  quartern 
Qf  gin,  which  he  would  hardly  have  done,  if  I  had  robbed  and 
abufed  him,  as  he  fwears  now.  There  is  Burton,  who 

U  .  .  ,  ■'  1  ;  ••  5  1 

*  Whitefides  and  George  Scot  were  tried  the  day  before  for  Healing  a  hat ; 
and  Davifon  was  an  evidence  againft  them. 

\  ■>  -  t 

1*  Swear.  J  Money.  ^  Picking  pockets.  ||  Taken  up. 

**.  Ao  oath,  : 
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lies  in  Newgate  for  a  fine,  can  prove  that  he  gave  me  the 
gin. 

Court .  Let  Burton  he  brought  into  court.  [Enter  Burton.] 
Here  Burton  !  Did  you  fee  the  profecutor  treat  the  prifoner 
with  any  gin  ? 

Burton.  No.  I  faw  them  talking  together  through  the 
grate,  and  the  prifoner  filled  his  {hoe  with  water,  and  threw 
at  the  profecutor. 

Prifoner.  I  came  out  of  New  Prifon  on  the  26th  of 
March',  and  was  then  very  Tick,  fo  that  it  is  not  likely  I  could 
commit  this  fa£b  on  the  28th. 

Profecutor .  He  was  taken  up  but  three  days  afterwards* 
for  robbing  Mr.  Wile  man,  and  he  was  not  Tick  them 

CD 

The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death . 

fjfbfr  Ordinary* 0  Account  of  Thomas  Beck. 

Thomas  Beck,  eighteen  years  of  age.  His  father  being  a 
feafaring  man,  left  his  family  nine  or  ten  years  ago ;  and  the 
mother  knowing  nothing  of  him  married  another  man,  after  he 
had  abroad  taken  another  wife:  this  expofed  young  Thomas  too 
much  to  the  world,  and  may  be  interpreted  to  have  at  laft 
in  part  occasioned  the  wickednefs  and  misfortunes  of  his  fnort 
life. 

However,  his  mother  put  him  to  fchool,  where  he  might' 
have  learned  fomething  of  chriftianity,  but  that  was  what  he 
minded  lead,  having  had  a  natural  prejudice  againd  all  virtue 
and  eo  'dnefs.  When  he  Ihould  have  gone  to  fchool,  he 
went  to  play  with  his  wicked  companions,  who  hurried  him 
apace  to  his  deftruefion,  playing  in  Moorfields,  or  idly  em¬ 
ployed  with  the  vileft  company.  He  went  to  no  employment, 
but  fometim.es  a  Aided  the  weavers,  2nd  then  the  plaifterers. 
But  he  preferred  thieving  to  any  induftrious  or  frugal  way  of 
jiving.  He  was  ufed  to  pick-pocketing  and  thieving,  when 
but  fix  years  of  age.  He  kept  company  with  abundance  of 
lewd  women  ;  one  of  the  world  he  married. 

As  he  flopped  one  in  the  dreetg  he  was-  {hot  in  the  {boul¬ 
der  with  a  (mail  (hot;  upon  which  they  beat  the  man  un¬ 
mercifully,  and  robbed  him  of  all  he  had.  At  another  time 
he*  went  to  Briftol  with  a  prize,  of  20  or  30  pound  value,  be¬ 
longing  in  common  to  his  partners,  becauie  ire  feared  being 
taken  up.  He  was  the  mod  audacious  and  impudent  young 
fellow  that  ever  I  faw.  He  made  regular  refponfes,  and  be¬ 
haved 
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haved  fedately  and  quietly.  When  I  defired  him  to  think  on 
death,  judgment,  and  eternity,  he  faid.  He  had  been  judged 
already,  and  that  the  next  thing  they  were  to  do,  was  to 
make  a  button  of  his  head. 

When  he  was  once  attacking  a  man  in  theftreet,  he  held  out 
a  clafp -knife,  and  fhutting  it  with  a  noife,  the  man  believing 
it  to  be  a  piflol,  delivered  to  him  his  money. 

A  yOung  man,  not  unlike  himfelf,  came  to  him  in  chapel, 
and  fpoke  to  him  in  time  of  worihip  and  exhortation.  I 
caufed  fome  of  the  perfons  who  attended  the  prifoners,  while 
in  chapel,  to  remove  the  flrange  man  for  his  impudence  and 
impertinence.  Beck  looked  upon  me  with  fury,  as  if  he  had 
a  mind  to  do  me  fnifchief ;  and  becaufe  1  reproved  him  fharply 
for  fuch  a  mifcarriage,  he  faid,  he  fhould  be  very  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  (hoot  me.  He  was  a  moil  obdurate,  impeni¬ 
tent  thief  and  robber,  and  without  any  apparent  fsgn  of  re¬ 
pentance. 

When  his  mother  and  fome  other  perfon  bailed  him,  as  fhe 
came  out  of  New-Prifon  with  him  in  Cierkenweil  church-yard, 
he  ran  away  from  his  mother,  and  file  never  faw  him  till  after 
he  was  taken  up  for  the  robberies  for  which  he  died.  The  laft 
«dF  which,  at  the  profecution  of  Davifon,  he  abfolutely  denied, 
and  faid,  he  was  an  entire  flranger  to  the  man,  and  that 
he  never  knew  him  but  in  the  prifbn,  When  he  came  to  vlfit 
him. 

At  the  place  of  execution.  Beck  had  been  very  imoudent 
and  obdurate,  but  the  day  before  his  death  he  wept  bitterly  : 
and  next  morning  at  chapel  he  cried  very  much,  and  declared 
himfelf  penitent  for  all  the  fins  of  his  life,  and  defired  to  die 
in  the  peace  of  the  church.  The  very  morning  of  his  exe¬ 
cution,  as  he  was  going  up  flairs  to  chapel,  he  faid  to  a  young 
man,  Now,  if  I  had  hold  of  the  chain  of  your  watch,  I 
could  take  it  out  without  your  perceiving  it.  At  the  place, 
he  defired  to  fpeak  with  one  Peter  Buck,  who  came  imme¬ 
diately  up  to  the  cart,  and  then  Beck  faid,  I  could  not  die  in 
peace  till  1  did  you  juftice,  for  upon  my  trial  1  declared  feme- 
thing  again#  you,  which  was  altogether  falfe,  and  this  I  de- 
lire  the  world  to  take  notice  of,  and  not  to  impute  that  al- 
ledged  crime  to  you; 

*■ 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn,  on  Monday,  May  22, 

J732# 
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1732. 

T?  DMUND  CHEESBOROUGH  was  indi&ed  for  forging 
^  a  promifTory  note  for  fifty  pounds,  dated  July  2,  17315 
and  payable  fix  months  after  date  to  Thomas  Olivant,  or  or¬ 
der,  by  Richard  Brumpton  ;  and  an  indorfement  on  the  faid 
note,  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Olivant,  and  afterwards  in- 
dorfing  his  own  name  thereon,  and  publifhmg  the  faid  note  fo 
indorfed,  knowing  the  fame  to  be  falfe  and  counterfeit,  with 
an  intent  to  deceive  and  defraud  Stephen  Prue,  and  unjufHy 
to  charge  Tho.  Olivant  with  the  payment  of  fifty  pounds, 
to  the  great  damage,  of  the  faid  Stephen  Prue,  and  Thomas 
Olivant. 

Stephen  Prue.  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  lail  Auguft,  Mat¬ 
thew  Warren,  whom  I  had  fome  knowledge  of,  told  me  that 
a  friend  of  his  who  was  going  to  Dunkirk,  wanted  fome 
goods  in  my  way.  How  does  he  propofe  to  pay  for  them  ? 
fays  I,  Why,  fays  he,  here  is  a  promiiTory  note  of  Brumpton, 
payable  to  Mr.  Olivant,  who  has  indorfed  it.  They,  are  both 
good  men;  they  belong  to  the  Exchequer.  I  told  him,  T 
would  take  the  note  in  payment,  provided  I  could  be  fatisfied 
that  it  was  good.  He  faid  he  would  leave  it  with  me,  and  I 
might  enquire.  He  left  it  accordingly,  and  I  went  to  the 
Exchequer,  and  afked  one  of  the  clerks  if  he  knew  Mr. 
Brumpton,  and  Mr.  Olivant?  He  anfwered,  Yes.  I  told 
him  I  had  a  note  of  theirs  for  fifty  pounds.  He  faid,  if  it 
had  been  for  five  hundred  pounds,  my  money  would  be  fafe, 
for  they  were  both  very  good  men,  but  were  both  out  of 
town.  I  afked  him,  if  he  knew  their  hand-writing?  He  faid 
No.  And  fo  I  returned  home.  Warren  came  again,  and 
the  prifoner  with  him.  I  took  Warren  afide,  and  afked  him 
how  the  prifoner  came  by  the  note?  Why,  fays  he,  when 
Mr.  Cheefborough  was  in  his  profperity,  he  lent  Mr.  Olivant 
a  confiderable  fum  of  money  ;  and  now  Mr.  Olivant  in  gra¬ 
titude  has  lent  him  this  note.  As  Mr.  Cheefborough  is  going 
to  fea,  he  is  very  much  ftraightened  for  time  ;  and  therefore 
I  hope  you  will  come  to  a  refolutior.  as  foon  as  polTible, 

Upon  this  I  let  the  prifoner  have  the  goods,  and  he  indorfed 
the  note  with  his  own  name. 

Two  days  afterwards  I  went  to  the  Exchequer,  and  {hewed 
the  note  to  a  gentleman  there.  He  told  me  the  note  was  nei¬ 
ther 
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ther  writ  by  Mr.  Brumpton,  nor  indorfed  by  Mr.  Olivant, 
nor  was  the  writing  like  their  hands. 

Finding  now  that  I  had  been  impofed  on,  I  got  a  warrant 
from  Sir  Richard  Brocas,  and  went  in  fearch  after  Warren 
and  the  prifoner.  Warren  was  fled,  but  I  met  with  the  pri- 
foner  at  the  Seven-Stars  in  Rofemary-Lane,  on  the  26th  or 
27th  of  Nov.  As  I  came  back  with  him  in  a  coach,  I  faid 
to  him,  You  could  not  well  do  this  alone  ;  you  mufl  have  ac¬ 
complices.  And  he  anfwered,  I  know  I  (hall  be  hanged,  tha 
note  is  counterfeit ;  and  Warren,  and  I,  and  one  more,  were 
concerned  in  drawing  it  up.  This  is  the  note, 

Clerk  read?, 

July  2.  1  7 3  r . 

I  promife  to  pay  to  Mr.  Thomas  Olivant,  or  order, 
the  fum  of  fifty  pounds,  fix  months  after  date,  for  value  re¬ 
ceived. 

£  5°. 

per  Richard  Brumpton. 

2  J  At  the  Exchequer. 

5  Decern.  \  * 

Indorfed.  Thomas  Olivant. 

Edm.  Cheefborough. 

Mr.  iTalker.  The  profecutor  came  to  me  at  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  and  afked  me,  if  this  was  Mr.  Olivant’s  writing  ? 

I  faid,  No  j  it  is  neither  his  hand,  nor  like  it. - - — I  do 

bufinefs  for  Mr.  Olivant,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  his 
writing. 

The  Prifoner' s  Defence . 

Prfon'er,  Warren  delired  me  to  indorfe  the  note,  which 
I  did  ;  becaufe  he  faid,  he  wanted  fome  goods  of  the  profe¬ 
cutor,  who  would  not  take  his  indorfement.  I  never  had  any 
of  the  goods,  for  Warren  went  off  with  them  all,  and  I  loll 
money  by  him  befides. 

Courts  to  the  profecutor.  Did  Warren  apply  to  you  for  the 
goods  on  his  own  account,  or  on  the  prifoner’s  ? 

Mr.  Prue.  He  faid  they  were  for  the  prifoner.  I  delivered 
none  to  Warren  upon  his  own  account;  the  prifoner  indeed 
defired  Warren  to  look  out  the  goods,  for  he  faid,  that  he 
himfelf  did  not  underftand  them.  As  to  the  priloner’s  not 
having  the  goods,  I  believe  he  fays  right,  for  I  have  heard 

X  2  °  that 
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that  Warren  was  too  cunning  for  him,  and  got  thefe  goodg 
from  on  board  the  Chip  with  other  goods  belonging  to  the  pri¬ 
soner,  to  the  value  of  feven  or  eight  pounds.  I  he  prifoner 
was  to  have  been  tried  laft  feffions ;  but  he  broke  out  of  New¬ 
gate,  and  went  to  Cariifle,  where  he  was  re-taken,  anc( 
brought  back  by  a  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  jury  found  him  guilty. 

The  offence  was  capital  ;  but  he  avoided  receiving  the  fen- 
tence,  which  was  on  the  Monday  following  palled  on  the 
other  capitally  convicted  prifoners. 

Hhe  Ordinary's  Account* 

Edmund  Cheefborpugb  was  convidfed  on  Friday  the  26th  of 
May,  hut  when  he  was  put  into  the  cell  that  evening,  be  faiJ 
to  the  keeper  who  locked  him  in,  Good  night  to  you,  for  \ 
{hall  be  well  to-morrow  morning.  He  took  a  piece  of  pack¬ 
thread,  and  platted  it  four-fold,  with  which  his  irons  were 
held  up;  he  tied  the  packthread  to  the  iron  grate  of  the  cell, 
window,  and  therewith  ftrangled  jumfelf ;  to  that  the  next 
morning  when  they  opened  the  cell,  he  was  found  cold  dead. 
The  jury  brought  him  in  Felo  de  fe  ,  and  he  was  buried  in  the 
crofs  road  at  lilington. 


SARAH  MALCOLM,  alias  MALLCOMBE,  for  the 
Murder  of  ANN  PRICE,  Spinfter,  ELIZABETH  HAR¬ 
RISON,  Spinfter,  and  LYDIA  DUNCOMB,  Widow, 
February  4,  1733. 

QARAH  MALCOLM,  alias  Mallcombe,  was  indiefed  for 
k  ',r  the  murder  of  Ann  Price,  fpmfter,  by  wilfully  arid  rna- 
1'icioufly  giving  her  with  a  knife  one  mortal  wound  on  the 
throat,  of  the  length  of  two  inches,  and  the.  depth  of  one 
inch,  on  the  fourth  of  February,  of  which  wound  the  Paid, 
Arm  Price  ihftantly  died. 

She  was  a  fecond  time  indiefted  for  the  murder  of  Elizabeth 
Harrifon,  fpinfter,  by  ftrangling  and  choaking  her  with  a 
cord,  on  the  faid  fourth  of  February  ;  by  reafon  of  which 

ftrangling 

O  .  £? 
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firangling  and  choaking  the  faid  Elizabeth  Harrifon  inftantiy 
died. 

She  was  a  third  time  indicfed  for  the  murder  of  Lydia 
Duncomb,  widow,  by  Wrangling  and  choaking  her  with  a 
cord,  on  the  faid  fourth  of  February,  by  which  llrangling  and 
choaking,  the  faid  Lydia  Duncomb  inftantiy  died. 

She  was  likewife  indidfed  on  the  coroner’s  inquifltion  for  the 
faid  murders. 

She  was  again  indi&ed  for  breaking  and  entering  the  dwel- 
ling'houfe  of  Lydia  Duncomb*  widow,  and  ftealing  twenty 
moidores,  eighteen  guineas,  one  broad-piece,  value  twenty- 
five  {hillings,  four  broad-pieces,  value  twenty-three  {hillings 
each,  one  half  broad-piece,  value  eleven  {hillings  and  fix- 
pence,  twenty-five  {hillings  in  filver,  a  fiver  tankard,  value 
forty  {hidings,  a  canvas  bag,  value  one  penny,  and  two 
fmocks,  value  twelve  {hillings,  on  the  faid  fourth  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  about  the  hour  of  two  in  the  night  of  the  fame 
day. 

To  all  which  indictments  fhe  pleaded  not  guilty. 

The  time  of  her  trial  was  appointed  to  be  on  the  Friday 
following,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning. 

On  Friday,  February  23,  1732,  Sarah  Malcolm  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  in  order  to  take  her  trial. 

Council.  If  your  lordfhip  pleafes,  we  will  begin  with  the 
indictment  for  the  murder  of  Ann  Price  j  and,  if  the  jury 
{hall  find  the  prifoner  guilty  of  that,  we  {hall  not  give  the 
court  any  further  trouble. 

Court.  Proceed  in  your  own  method,  gentlemen. 

Clerk  of  the  arraigns.  You  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  thefe 
men  which  you  {hall  hear  called,  and  perfonally  appear,  are 
to  pafs  between  our  fovereign  lord  the  king  and  you,  upon 
trial  of  your  life  and  death  :  if  you  will  challenge  them,  or 
any  of  them,  your  time  is  to  challenge  them,  or  any  of  them,  as 
they  come  to  the  book  to  be  fworn,  and  before  they  be  fworn- 

Then  the  twelve  jurors,  who  tried  other  prifoners  on  the 
London  fide,  were  fworn  and  counted. 

Clerk .  Sarah  Malcolm,  otherwife  Mallcombe,  hold  up 
your  hand.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  look  upon  the  prifoner, 
and  hearken  to  her  caufe. 

She  hands  indided  by  the  name  of  Sarah  Malcolm,  other- 
wife  Mallcombe,  late  of  London,  fpinfter  ;  for  that  (lie  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  her  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
Reduced  by  a  deviliih  inftigation,  on  the  fourth  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary, 
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bruary,  in  the  fixth  year  or  the  reign  of  our  fovereign  lord 
the  king  that  now  is,  in  the  Inner-Temple,  in  London  afore- 
faid,  in  and  upon  Ann  Price,  fpinfter,  againft  the  peace  of  God, 
and  our  foveieign  lord  the  king,  then  and  there  being,  then 
and  there  (lie  the  Laid  Sarah  Malcolm  did  make  an  affault, 
and  with  a  knife  made  of  iron  and  Heel,  of  the  value  of  three¬ 
pence,  which  (he  the  Laid  Sarah  Malcolm,  then  and  there  in 
her  right  hand  held,  felonioufly,  violently,  and  of  her  malice 
aforethought,  on  the  throat  of  the  faid  Ann  Price,  did  Hrike 
and  cut  ;  by  which  linking  and  cutting  the  faid  Sarah  Mal¬ 
colm  did  give  to  the  faid  Ann  Price  one  mortal  wound,  of 
the  length  of  two  inches,  and  depth  of  one  inch  ;  of  which 
mortal  wound  the  faid  Ann  Price  inflantly  died  ;  and  that  fo 
fhe  the  faid  Sarah  Malcolm,  in  manner  and  form  aiorelaid, 
felonioufly,  violently,  and  of  her  malice  afore- thought,  the 
faid  Ann  Price  did  kill  and  murder,  againft  the  peace  of  our 
fovereign  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

She  likewife  Hands  charged  on  the  coroner’s  inquifltion  for 
the  faid  murder.  Your  charge  is  to  enquire  whether  fhe  he 
guilty  of  this  felony  and  murder,  whereof  fhe  Hands  indiSIed, 
or  not  guilty.  If  you  find  her  guilty,  you  are  to  enquire  what 
goods  and  chattels,  lands  or  tenements  fne  had  at  the  time  the 
faid  felony  or  murder  was  committed,  or  at  any  time  fmce. 
If  you  find  her  not  guilty,  you  are  to  enquire  whether  fhe 
fied  for  it:  if  you  find  that  Hie  did  fly  for  it,  you  fhali  en¬ 
quire  of  her  goods  and  chattels,  as  if  you  had  found  her  guilty. 
If  you  And  her  not  guilty,  and  that  fhe  did  not  fly  for  it,  fay 
fo,  and  no  more,  and  hear  your  evidence.  But  if  you  quit 
her  on  the  coroner’s  inquefl,  you  muff  And  how  Ann  Price 
came  by  her  death. 

Council .  My  lord,  and  you  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  this 
is  an  inditlment  by  which  Sarah  Malcolm,  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar.  Hands  charged  with  the  murder  of  Ann  Price,  by  cutting 
her  throat  in  the  chamber  of  Lydia  Duncomb,  in  the  Inner- 

"1  emple,  _  '  , 

I  fhali  not  endeavour  to  aggravate  a  crime  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture  fo  horrid,  but  fhali  only  lay  before  your  lordfhip  and  the 
jury,  fome  particulars  relating  to  the  fa£l. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Duncomb  was  a  widow  lady,  about  eighty 
years  of  age  ;  fhe  had  lived  forty  years,  four  pair  of  Hairs 
high,  in  the  Inner-Temple j  fhe  had  one  maid,  Elizabeth 
Hanifon,  who  had  lived  with  her  many  years,  and  was  grown 
old  in  her  fervice,  for  file  w7as  about  fixty,  and  very  infirm, 
withal:  but  though  fhe  was  now  paH  her  labour,  the  good 
lady  (who  was  bed-rid  herfelf)  retained  her  Hill,  in  refpedd  to 
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her  former  faithful  fervices,  and  hired  others  to  do  her  work : 
the  prifoner  had  formerly  been  employed  on  fuch  occafions  as 
a  chair-woman,  and,  by  that  means,  had  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  circumftances. 
But  about  three  months  ago,  Mrs.  Duncomb  hired  Ann  Price, 
(the  unhippy  creature,  for  the  murder  of  whom  the  prifoner 
(lands  inditfted)  to  be  a  conftant  fervant ;  (lie  was  a  youn<* 
maid,  not  above  feventeen.  Mrs  Duncomb  had  a  middling 
fortune  left  her  by  her  hufband  ;  and  thus  (he  lived  with  her 
two  maids  contented,  and  in  peace,  till  this  night,  this  fatal 
night,  the  4th  of  February  ;  when  (if  my  inftru&ions  are 
right)  the  prifoner  entered  the  chambers  of  this  little  family, 
and  cruelly  deprived  them  both  of  their  lives  and  their 
money. 

This  barbarous  fadl  was  undlfccvered  till  Sunday  noon, 
when  Mrs.  Love,  who  ufed  to  vifit  Mrs.  Duncomb,  came  to 
dine  with  her.  She  found  the  door  (hut,  and  having  no  an- 
fwer  when  (he  knocked,  (he  concluded  that  the  old  maid  was 
Tick,  and  that  the  young  one  was  feht  out  on  an  errand  :  (he 
waited  a  confiderable  time  for  her  return,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
She  wondered  what  could  be  the  meaning  of  it,  and  went 
down  to  Mrs.  Rhymer,  (who  was  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  friend, 
and  lived  in  the  Temple)  and  acquainted  her  with  it.  Mrs. 
Rhymer  came  back  with  her  to  the  door,  but  could  get  no 
entrance.  They  then  began  to  think  feme  misfortune  had 
happened  ;  and  meeting  with  Ann  Oliphant,  a  laundrefs, 
(whofe  mafter’s  chambers  were  oppofite  to  Mrs.  Duncomb’s) 
they  perfuaded  her  to  get  out  of  her  mafter’s  garret  window, 
and  fo  into  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  chambers.  She  did  fo,  and 
opened  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  door.  They  entered  :  but  the  fur- 
prize,  the  horror  they  were  in,  is  not  to  be  exprefied,  when 
the  firft  objedt  they  fixed  their  eyes  on,  was  the  poor  unhappy 
young  maid  murdered  !  inhumanly  murdered  !  and  lying  wel¬ 
tering  in  her  own  blood,  her  hands  clenched,  her  hair  Joofe, 
and  her  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear.  A  terrible  fpecftacle  !  but 
this  was  not  all,  the  tragical  fcer.e  did  not  clofe  here ;  the  ho- 
neft  old  fervant  lay  ftrangltd  on  her  bed,  and  a  little  fur¬ 
ther,  her  good  old  lady,  roU-,ed  of  her  life  in  the  fama 
manner. 

Thofe  who  lodged  in  the  Temple  nuft  be  under  a  parti¬ 
cular  confternation  on  this  account,  whet,  by  their  manner  of 
living,  they  are  obliged  to  truft  their  keys,  their  chambers, 
their  properties,  and  even  their  lives  to  others. 

About  twelve  the  fame  night,  Mr.  Kerrel  ending  home 
found  the  prifoner  (who  was  his'  laundrefs)  in  his  chambers  * 

*  he 
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he  little  expected  to  fee  her  there  at  fuch  an  hour.  He  had 
heard  of  thefe  murders,  and  that  (he  had  formerly  chaired  for 
Mrs.  Durico/iib,  he  afked  her  if  any  body  was  taken  up  for 
the  murders  ?  She  faid,  No.  He  told  her,  it  was  fufpeCied 
the  fadt  mud  have  been  done  by  fo  me  body  that  was  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  deceafed  :  and,  as  he  had  heard,  that  file  had  for¬ 
merly  done  bufinefs  there,  fhe  fhould  continue  no  longer  in 
his  fervice,  and  therefore  bid  her  look  up  her  things  and  go. 
Upon  examining,  he  miffed  home  of  his  cloaths,  and  fhe  con- 
feffed  that  fhe  had  pawned  them.  This  made  him  ftill  more 
uneafy,  and  he  refolved  fhe  fhould  ftay  no  longer :  upon  which 
fhe  went  down  ftairs.  His  fufpicion  caufed  him  to  fearch  fur¬ 
ther,  and  in  the  clofe-ffool  he  found  Tome  linen,  and  a  filver 
tankard,  with  the  handle  bloody.  Looking  under  his  bed, 
he  found  a  fhift  and  an  apron  all  bloody.  Thefe  difcoveries 
gave  him  an  extraordinary  concern  ;  he  called  the  watch,  and 
fent  them  after  her :  and  fuch  was  the  providence  of  God, 
that  fhe  had  not  power  to  go  beyond  the  Inner-Temple  gate: 
there  fhe  was  found  fitting  between  two  watchmen  5  fhe  was 
brought  back  to  him  5  he  Shewed  her  the  tankard  and  the  li¬ 
nen,  bloody  as  they  were,  and  afked  her  if  they  were  hers  ? 
fhe  faid.  Yes  ;  and  that  the  tankard  was  left  her  by  her  mo¬ 
ther.  The  officers  of  the  Temple  carried  her  to  the  confta- 
ble,  by  whom  fhe  was  taken  before  alderman  Brocas. 

Thefe  are  the  fadts,  and  if  we  can  prove  thefe  things  were 
found  upon  her,  and  that  fhe  owned  them  to  be  hers  ;  ands 
if  we  prove  they  were  not  hers,  but  Mrs.  Duncomb’s,  I  be= 
lieve  the  jury  will  have  no  difficulty  to  find  her  guilty. 

'John  Kerrel  fivorri* 

John  Kerrel.  The  prifoner  has  been  my  laundrefs  about  a 
quarter  of  a  year.  She  was  recommended  to  me  as  an  honeff 
woman,  by  a  gentleman  in  the  Temple.  On  Sunday  the  4th 
of  this  month,  as  I  returned  from  Commons,  I  met  Mr. 
Gehagan,  and  going  with  him  through  Tanffeld  Court,  we 
found  a  mob  there,  and  enquiring  What  was  the  matter,  we 
were  told  of  the  murder  that  had  been  committed.  Savs  Mr* 
Gehagan,  This  Mp*  Duncomb  was  your  Sarah's  (the  pri- 
foner’s)  acquaintance.  We  went  forward  to  the  coffee-houfe 
in  Covent  Gamen>  there  we  heard  feverai  difcourfing  about 
thefe  murders  ac*d  it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  they  muff 
have  been  committed  by  fome  laundrefs,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  chambers.  From  thence  we  went  to  the  Horfefhoe 

and 
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and  Magpie,  in  Effex-Street,  where  we  Raid  till  one  in  the 
morning,  and  then  returned  home.  I  found  my  door  open 
and  the  prifoner  in  my  room.  So,  Sarah,  fays  I,  are  you 
here  at  this  time  of  n  ght  ?  You  knew  Mrs.  Duncomb;  have 
you  heard  of  any  body  that  is  taken  up  for  the  murders?  No, 
fays  fhe,  but  a  gentleman  who  had  chambers  under  her,  has 
been  abfent  two  or  three  days,  and  he  is  fufpedfed.  Says  I, 
No  body  that  was  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Duncomb  fhall  be 
here,  till  the  murderer  is  found  out ;  and  therefore  look  up 
your  things  and  go  away.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Gehagan 
went  down  to  call  the  watch,  but  lie  could  not  find  the  door 
readily,  and  fo  he  came  up  again,  and  I  went  down  to  call 
two  watchmen,  and  brought  them  up,  and  I  found  her  turn¬ 
ing  over  fome  linen  in  my  drawers.  I  afked  her  who  it  be¬ 
longed  to  ?  She  faid  it  was  her  own.  I  went  into  the  clofet, 
and  miffing  my  waiftcoats,  I  afked  her  what  (he  had  done 
with  them  ?  She  called  me  abide,  and  faid  llie  had  pawned 
them  at  Mr.  Williams’s,  in  Drury-Lane,  for  two  guineas, 
and  prayed  me  not  to  be  angry.  I  told  her  I  was  not  fo  an¬ 
gry  on  that  account,  but  I  fufpe&ed  Ihe  was  concerned  in 
the  murder.  The  next  thing  I  took  notice  of  was  a  bundle 
lying  on  the  ground  ;  I  afked  her  what  it  was,  fhe  faid  it  was 
her  gown.  And  what’s  in  it,  fays  I  ?  Why  linen,  fays  the, 
that  is  not  proper  for  men  to  fee ;  and  fo  I  did  not  offer  to 
open  it.  I  fearched  further,  and  miffed  feveral  things  of  my 
own,  and  found  other  things  that  did  not  belong  to  me,  and 
then  I  charged  the  watch  with  her,  and  bid  them  take  her 
away,  and  take  care  of  her.  When  file  was  gone,  I  found 
another  bundle  in  my  bed-chamber ;  upon  this,  I  called  to 
Mr.  Gehagan,  and  fhewed  it  him  ;  whereupon  we  refolved 
to  make  a  thorough  fearch,  and  fo  we  looked  in  the  clofe- 
ftool,  where  We  found  fome  more  linen,  and  a  pint  Elver 
tankard,  with  a  bloody  handle.  We  then  went  to  one  of  the 
watchmen  again,  and  he  faid,  he  had  let  her  go,  upon  her 
promifing  to  come  again  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning.  I  bid 
him  find  her  out  by  all  means.  He  hipped  to  his  brother 
watchman  at  the  gate,  and  they  went  and  brought  her  to  me. 
I  fhewed  her  the  bloody  tankard  and  linen,  and  afked  her,  if 
they  were  hers  ?  She  faid,  Yes,;  they  were  left  her  by  her 
mother.  I  afked,  how  the  handle  of  the  tankard  came  to  be 
bloody  ?  She  faid,  the  had  cut  her  finger  ;  and  as  for  the  li¬ 
nen,  fhe  faid  it  was  not  blood  upon  it,  but  a  diforder. 

Court .  What  kind  of  linen  was  it?  Did  you  open  the 
bundle  ? 
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Mr.  KerreL  I  opened  that  which  I  found  in  my  bed-cham^ 
her;  but  my  confufion  was  fo  great,  that  I  don’t  know 
whether  it  was  fhifts  or  aprons.  She  told  me  the  tankard  had 
been  in  pawn,  and  that  fhe  had  pawned  my  waiftcoats  to 
redeem  it.  The  watchman  carried  her  to  the  watch-houfe, 
and  there  they  found  a  green  filk  purfe,  with  21  counters,  in 
her  bofom. 

Court.  Are  you  pofitive,  that  fhe  owned  the  tankard  and 
the  linen  to  be  hers  ? 

Mr.  KerreL  Yes  ;  but  the  linen  in  her  gown  was  left  un¬ 
opened,  till  after  fhe  was  fent  to  the  watch-houfe. 

Prifoner .  Was  the  linen  you  found  in  the  clofe-ftool 
bloody  ? 

Mr.  KerreL  I  am  not  (ure  whether  it  was  that,  or  the 
linen  I  found  under  my  bed  that  was  bloody,  for  I  was  very 
much  furprized,  and  I  brought  one  parcel  down,  and  Mr* 
Gehagan  brought  another,  and  we  threw  them  down  in  the 
watchman’s  box,  and  fo  they  were  mixed  together. 

Court.  Shew  the  tankard  to  the  jury,  and  unfeal  the  linen, 
and  let  them  fee  that  too,  and  the  other  things. 

Mr.  KerreL  I  his  is  the  green  filk  purfe  that  was  found 
upon  her  in  the  watch-houfe ;  fhe  faid,  file  found  it  in  the 
ftreet ;  but  fomebody  taking  notice  that  it  was  clean,  fhe  then 
faid  fhe  had  wafh’d  it  fince.  This  is  the  gown  that  fome  of 
the  linen  was  wrapped  in,  and  this  is  the  bloody  apron  that 
was  found  under  my  bed,  and  which,  fhe  faid,  was  not  bloody, 
but  the  marks  of  a  diforder. 

Prifoner .  Was  the  linen  wet  or  dry  ? 

Mr.  KerreL  I  can’t  fay  which,  but  it  was  bloody. 

Prifoner.  Did  you  take  it  up  ? 

Mr.  KerreL  I  took  up  that  under  the  bed,  and  in  the  clofe- 
ftool.  The  clean  linen  that  was  in  the  drawers  fhe  took  out 
herfelf,  and  the  watchman  afterwards  fetched  away  that  which 
was  in  the  gown, 

Prifoner .  Was  the  gown  bloody,  or  the  fhift  bloody  in 
the  fleeves,  or  the  bofom,  or  any  where  but  in  the  lower 
part  ? 

Mr.  KerreL  I  cannot  fay. 

Court .  Is  the  fhift  here  ? 

Mr.  KerreL  Yes. 

Gou*t.  Produce  it  then,  and  let  fome  body  look  on  it. 

Ann  Oliphant ,  (looking  on  it)  I  think  here’s  a  little  blood 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  bofom. 

Prifoner .  Upon  your  oath  is  it  blood  or  a  ftain  ? 


Ann 
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Ann  Ollphant .  I  cannot  be  pofitive ;  but  it  feems  like  the 
refL 

Pri finer ,  to  Mr.  K  Did  you  fufpe£t  me  on  account  of 
finding  me  in  your  chambers  fo  late  on  Sunday  night,  or 
was  it  becaufe  you  faw  me  counting  money  there  on  Sunday 
morning  ? 

Mr.  Kerr  el .  I  faw  no  money  that  you  had  on  Sunday 
morning.  I  fufpecled  nothing  of  you,  till  I  found  you  fo  late 
in  my  chambers. 

Prifoner .  Swear  him  if  he  did  not  fee  me  counting  money 
in  the  morning,  or  if  he  did  not  count  it  after  me  ? 

Mr.  Kerrel.  No,  I  did  not. 

Prifoner .  Did  not  you  count  90I.  in  your  own  bed  after 
me  ? 

Mr.  Kerrel.  No,  I  fay  I  know  nothing  of  it.  If  you  had 
fo  much  money,  you  might  have  fetched  my  things  out  of 
pawn. 

Prifoner.  What  !  did  not  you  reckon  how  many  broad- 
pieces  and  moidores,  and  how  much  filver  there  was  ? 

Mr.  Kerrel.  No,  if  I  had,  I  fhould  have  fufpe&ed  you 
afterwards ;  but  I  had  not  then  heard  of  the  murder,  for  it 
was  not  known  till  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  after  I  had 
heard  it,  I  went  to  the  coffee-houfe,  and  did  not  return  home 
till  one  o’clock  on  Monday  morning.  If  I  had  feen  you  have 
fo  much  money  on  Sunday  morning,  I  fhould  have  had  fuch 
2  fufpicion  of  you,  when  I  hrft  heard  of  the  murder,  that  I 
fhould  have  come  home  dire&ly. 

Prifoner .  ’Tis  hard  that  he  wjII  deny,  upon  his  oath,  what 
he  did  with  his  own  hands. 

Court.  What  time  in  the  morning  was  this  ? 

Prifoner .  About  nine  o’clock;  and  he  afk'ed  me  where 
I  had  it  ?  and  I  told  him  from  fome  relations  in  the  country. 

Court.  What  time  did  (he  come  to  your  chambers  ? 

Mr.  Kerrel.  About  nine  in  the  morning.  I  fent  her  for 
fome  tea.  Mr.  Gehagan  breakfafted  with  me,  and  {he  fraid 
till  about  ten  o’clock,  when  the  horn  founded  for  commons. 

Council .  There  was,  you  fay,  clean  linen  taken  out  of  the 
drawers  ? 

Mr.  Kerrel.  I  think  this  is  the  fame. 

Council .  Was  there  any  blood  upon  it? 

Mr.  Kerrel.  No,  I  fhould  have  feized  her  prefently,  if  I 
had  found  any  blood,  before  fhe  went  away  firft. 

Council.  Did  fhe  own  that  c}ean  linen  to  be  hers  too  ? 

Mr.  Kerrel .  Yes. 

Y  2 
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John  Gehagan  fworn . 


J ohn  Gehagan,  I  have  chambers  over  the  Alienation-Of¬ 
fice,  three  pair  of  {lairs  high.  Mine  are  on  the  left  hand, 
and  Mr.  Kerrej’s  on  the  right,  we  are  very  intimate  together- 
On  .unday  morning,  the  4th  of  February,  I  rofe  about  eight 
o’clock,  and  faw  Mr.  Ke? red’s  door  fhut.  About  nine,  the 
prifoner  came  up,  and  opened  his  door,  and  went  in,  and  it 
was  not  ten  minutes  before  he  came  to  my  bed-fide,  and,  fays 
he,  You  was  a  good  advocate  for  me  laid  night,  and  I’ll  give 
you  a  breakfaft.  He  gave  her  a  {hilling  to  fetch  fome  tea  ; 
file  made  it,  and  {laid  till  the  horn  blew  for  commons.  And 
after  commons  he  and  I  went  out  together.  Going  through 
Tanfield-Court,  vye  found  a  mob  there,  and  feeing  Mr. 
Clark,  a  writer,  we  afked  what  was  the  matter  ?  He  told  us 
of  the  murder,  and  faid  to  Mr.  Kerrel,  this  is  your  laundrefs’s 
acquaintance.  We  went  to  a  cofFee-houfe  in  Covent-Gaw 
den,  where  fome  gentlemen,  talking  about  the  murder  faid, 
they  fhould  fufpeH  fome  of  the  laundrelles.  We  {laid  there 
till  eight,  and  then  went  to  the  Horfeihoe  and  Magpie  in 
Effex-Street,  where  we  {laid  till  one  in  the  morning,  and  then 
going  home,  we  found  his  door  open,  a  fire  and  candle  in  the 
room,  and  the  prifoner  {landing  by  the  flre-fide.  Says  Mr. 
Kerrel,  Sarah,  this  Mrs.  Duncomb  was  one  of  your  acquaint¬ 
ance,  have  you  heard  of  any  body’s  being  taken  up  for  the 
murder?  She  faid,  that  one  Mr.  Knight,  who  had  cham¬ 
bers  under  Mrs.  Duncomb’s,  was  fu Speeded.  Well'!  fays 
Mr.  Kerrel,  I’ll  have  nobody  flay  in  my  room,  that  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mrs.  Duncomb.  I  went  down  to  call  the 
'watch,  but  there  being  a  double  door  to  the  Alienation-Of¬ 
fice,  I  fumbled,  and  could  not  get  it  open,  fo  he  came  down 
and  Brought  the  watch  up.  He  miffed  his  waiflcoats,  and 
afked  her  where  they  were?  She  dellred  him  to  let  her  fpeak 
a  word  with  him  in  private  ?  Fie  faid.  No,  I  have  no  bufine's 
with  you  that  needs  be  made  a  fecret  of.  Then  fhe  told  him 
they  were  pawned.  Fie  kicked  a  bundle  that  lay  in  the  clofet, 
and  afked  her  what  it  was?  She  faid  it  was  an  old  gown  of  hers. 


with  a  Shift  and  apron  in  it ;  but  it  was  a  very  indecent  fight 
for  a  man  to  fee,  and  therefore  defired  him  not  to  look  into 
jt;  and  fo  he  put  it  abide  again.  Then  the  watch  took  her 
down,  and  when  fhe  was  gone  he  looked  under  his  bed,  and 
found  another  bundle  :  zounds  !  fays  he,  here’s  another  bun¬ 
dle  of  linen  that  this  b— h  has  left  behind  her;  and  looking 
;  ;  *  "  ;  '•  further, 
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further,  he  found  the  linen  and  the  bloody  tankard  in  the 
clofe-ftool.  We  went  down  together,  and  he  called  to  the 
watch,  and  afke.d  him  where  the  woman  was?  The  watch¬ 
man  faid,  he  had  let  her  go.  You  dog,  fays  Mr.  Kerrel,  go 
and  find  her  again,  or  I’ll  fend  you  to  Newgate.  The  watch¬ 
man  foon  met  with  her,  and  brought  her  to  us.  You  bloody 
murdering  b — h  you  !  fays  I,  was  it  not  enough  to  rob  the 

people,  and  be  d - d  to  you,  but  you  muff  murder  them 

too?  I'll  fee  you  hanged,  you  b — h!  you  bloody  b— h 
you  !  So  i  fhewed  her  the  tankard,  and  fhe  began  to  wipe 
the  handle  with  her  apron ;  but,  fays  I,  No,  you  bloody 
b— h,  you  fhan’t  wipe  it  offL  She  faid  it  was  her  own,  and 
that  her  mother  gave  it  her,  and  that  fhe  had  fetched  it  out 
of  pawn,  where  it  had  lain  for'  30s.  You  bloody  b — h  you, 
fays  I,  your  mother  was  never  worth  fuch  a  tankard.  I  had 
much  ado  to  keep  my  hands  off  the  b — h. 

Court .  How  came  you  to  know  that  the  prifoner  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mrs.  Duncomb  ? 

Mr.  Gehagan .  She  told  me  fo  her felf. 

Court.  Did  y6u  fee  the  linen  that  was  taken  out  of  the 
clofe-ffool  ? 

Mr.  Gehagan.  Mr.  Kerrel  gave  me  that  linen  and  tljg 
tankard,  and  I  carried  them  down.  I  faw  this  bloody  apron 
and  bloody  fmock  taken  out  of  the  gown.  The  bundle  wa# 
in  the  clofet  when  Mr.  Kerrel  miffed  his  waiftcoats,  but  it 
was  not  opened  then ;  the  watchman  fetched  it  away  after¬ 
wards. 

Prifoner .  Was  the  blood  on  the  tankard  dry  ? 

Mr.  Gehagan .  It  appeared  then  to  be  frefh. 

Prifoner.  Was  the  blood  on  the  fhift  and  apron  wet  or  dry? 

Mr.  Gehagan.  I  don’t  know  certainly. 

Prifoner.  Who  took  the  fhift  up  ? 

Mr.  Gehag  an .  I  had  it  in  my  hand  ;  the  blood  on  it  was 
like  that  on  the  tankard,  which  I  thought  was  wet. 

Prifoner.  It  had  been  folded  up  ever  fince  till  now,  and 
if  it  was  wet  then,  it  muff  be  damp  ffill,  if  no  air  has  come 
to  it.  Was  the  linen  in  the  clofe-ffooi  bloody,  and  what  linen 
was  it  ? 

Mr.  Gehagan .  I  don’t  know  what  linen  it  was,  nor  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  bloody  or  no. 

Prifoner .  Was  the  linen  in  the  gown  delivered  to  me  be¬ 
fore  I  went  to  the  watch-houfe  ? 

Mr.  Gehagan.  No  ;  on  her  faying  it  was  indecent,  it  was 
1  ft,  but  the  watchman  came  afterwards,  and  faid  the  confta- 
ble  thought  it  neceffary  19  have  the  fmock  and  apron. 

Prifner . 
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Prifoner .  What  gown  had  I  on  ? 

Mr.  Geh  gan»  I  don’t  know. 

Prifoner.  I  would  afk  Mr.  Kerrel  the  fame  queffion. 

Mr.  Kerrel.  You  came  up  in  that  blue  riding-hood  you 
have  on  now,  but  1  did  not  mind  what  gown. 

Prifoner.  Had  I  any  blood  on  my  cloaths,  or  was  I  clean 
dreffed  ? 

Court.  Why  it  was  Monday  morning  when  you 
was  taken,  you  had  twenty- four  hours  time  to  fhift  your 
cloaths. 

Prifoner .  Had  I  drifted  myfelf  with  clean  linen  ? 

Mr.  Kerrel.  I  don’t  know,  I  did  not  obferve. 

John  Maftreter  fworn. 

John  Maflreter.  I  was  on  my  watch  in  the  Temple  that 
night  the  murder  was  done;  and  nothing  pafled  but  gentle¬ 
men  going  to  their  chambers.  Next  night,  or  Monday 
morning  at  pad:  one  o’clock,  Mr.  Kerrel  called  Watch  !  I 
went  up  to  him,  and  he  bid  me  call  another  watch,  and  fo  I 
brought  Richard  Hughs  to  him.  Then  Mr.  Kerrel  faid, 
Come  up,  watchmen  ;  fo  we  went  up  and  he  fearched  his 

drawers,  and  what  linen  was  not  his  own  he  threw  out. - 

Then  he  went  to  fearch  for  his  deaths  in  a  portmanteau- 
trunk  in  the  clofet,  where  he  miffed  his  waiftcoats,  and  afked 
the  prifoner  what  was  become  of  them  ?  She  faid  {he  had 
pawned  them.  He  faid  he  could  freely  forgive  her  for  pawn¬ 
ing  them,  but  he  fufpedted  {he  was  concerned  in  the  murder, 
h&caufe  he  had  heard  her  talk  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Duncomb  ; 
therefore,  fays  he,  Watch,  take  care  of  her,  and  do  not  let 
her  go.  So  we  carried  her  down,  and  as  nothing  was  found 
upon  her,  I  and  my  brother  watchman  agreed  to  let  her  go, 
upon  her  prom  if mg  to  be  forth  coming  at  ten  in  the  morning. 
It  was  a  very  boifterous  night,  and  in  five  minutes  after  {he 
was  gone,  Mr.  Kerrel  and  Mr.  Gehagan  came  down  with  a 
bloody  tankard  and  bloody  linen.  Mr.  Kerrel  afked  me  where 
the  woman  was  ?  I  faid  I  had  let  her  go.  Says  he,  if  you 
do  not  bring  her  again,  1  will  take  care  of  you.  So  I  called 
my  brother  watch,  and  he  found  her  fitting  between  two 
other  watchmen  at  the  Temple-Gate.  We  carried  her  back 
to  Mr.  Kerrel.  He  (hewed  her  the  tankard,  and  afked  her 
whole  it  was  ?  She  faid  it  was  hers,  that  (he  had  had  it  thefe 
five  years,  and  that  it  was  given  her  by  her  mother.  He  afked 
her  how  the  handle  came  to  be  bloody  ?  She  faid,  (he  had  a 
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prick  in  her  finger,  and  file  fhewed  it  me.  It  looked  as  if  it 
was  done  with  a  rufly  nail. 

Council .  Pid  it  appear  to  be  a  frefh  hurt  ? 

John  Majlreter *  No ;  but  a  prick  fhe  had,  I  am  certain 
of. 

Prifoner.  Was  the  blood  on  the  tankard  wet  or  dry  ? 

John  Maftreter.  I  cannot  tell  ;  hut  I  believe  it  was  dry 
becaufe  it  did  not  bloody  me  when  1  took  hold  of  it.  “  * 

Prifoner .  Mr.  Gehagan  fwore  it  was  wet. 

Mr.  Gehagan.  She  rubbed  it,  and  I  thought  it  was. 

John  Maftreter .  I  had  not  the  tankard  in  the  chamber 
but  it  was  brought  down  to  me.  * 

Prifoner.  Was  you  by  when  the  bloody  linen  was  taken  > 

John  Majlreter.  No,  the  other  watchman  had  that.  It 
was  clean  linen  that  was  given  me. 

Council .  Thefe  things  were  found  after  one  o’clock  on 
Monday  morning,  which  was  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  murders,  and  therefore  I  don’t  fee  of  what  fer- 
vice  it  would  be  to  the  prifoner,  if  fhe  could  prove  that 

the  blood  was  dry  ;  might  it  not  very  well  be  dry  in  that 
time  ? 

•» 

Richard  Hughs  fworn. 

Richard  Hughs.  As  I  was  upon  my  watch  in  the  Temple, 
at  paft  one  o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  I  heard  Mr. 
Kerrel  call  Watch !  my  brother  watchman,  (Maftreter) 
went,  and  then  he  called  me  too  ;  we  went  up  flairs,  and 
the  prifoner  opened  the  door  to  us.  Mr.  Kerrel  looked  in 
his  drawers,  and  ^  in  the  middle  drawer  there  was  a  pair 
of  ear-rings,  which  fhe  owned,  and  took  them  out  and  pJt 
them  in  her  bofom. — — —In  another  room  there  was  fome 
cloaths,  and  he  afked  her  about  his  waiftcoats,  fhe  went 
to  whifper  him,  and  faid— -they  were  pawned;  he  was  angry 
with  her,  and  faid,  T/hy  did  not  you  afk  me  for  money  ? 
Then  he  bid  me  and  Maftreter  take  care  of  her  ;  but  as 
we  were  not  charged  with  her  before  a  conftabie,  we- thought 
we  had  no  occafion  to  keep  her  in  cuftody,  and  fo  we  dif- 
charged  her  ;  fhe  went  as  far  as  Tanfield-Court- Arch,  and 
then  fhe  turned  back,  and  faid  it  was  late,  and  fhe  lived  as 
far  as  Shoreditch,  and  therefore  had  rather  fit  up  in  the 
watch-houfe  all  night  than  go  home.  No,  fays  I,  you 
lhall  not  fit  up  in  the  watch-houfe,  and  therefore  go  about 
your  bufinefs,  and  be  here  again  at  ten  o’clock.  She  faid  fhe 
would  come  at  ten,  and  fo  fhe  went  away.  But  foon  after 

3  fhe 
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(he  was  gone,  Mr.  Kerrel  came  down  with  a  tankard  and 
fome  clean  linen,  and  very  angry  he  was  that  we  had  let 
her  go.  I  went  after  her,  I  found  her  at  the  Temple-Gate, 
fitting  betwixt  two  watchmen  :  1  told  her  Mr.  Kerrel  wanted 
to  fpeak  with  her,  and,  that  I  might  get  her  along  the  more 
eafily,  I  faid,  that  he  was  not  fo  angry  then,  as  he  was  before, 
and  fo  I  brought  her  with  me :  he  (hewed  her  the  tankard^ 
and  (he  faid  it  was  her  mother’s ;  he  afked  how  it  camd 
bloody,  (he  faid  (he  had  pricked  her  finger. 

Court.  Was  it  frefh  blood  upon  the  tankard  ? 

Richard  Hughs.  It  looked  much  as  it  does  now.  Then  I 
carried  her  to  the  confiable  and  there  left  her,  and  went  away 
and  filled  my  pipe.  But  prefently  I  recollefted,  that  when  I 
was  in  Mr.  Kerrel’s  room,  I  kicked  a  bundle  in  a  gown,  and 
afked  what  it  was,  and  (he  faid  her  (hifts  and  apron  were  ill 
it,  and  not  fit  to  be  fee n.  I  told  the  conftable  of  it,  and  he 
fent  for  it ;  fo  I  went  and  afked  for  the  bundle,  whereof  the 
fhift  and  apron  were  put. 

Council.  Whereof?  wherein,  you  mean  5  look  upon  them, 
is  that  the  apron,  and  that  the  fhift  ? 

Richard  Hughs.  I  am  fare  thefe  are  the  fame;  for  I  un~ 
folded  them  in  the  chamber,  they  were  both  bloody  as  they 
are  now, 

Prifoner.  Was  the  blood  wet  or  dry  ? 

Richard  Hughs.  I  am  not  fare  which. 

Prifoner.  It  is  hard  if  he  opened  them,  and  handled  them, 
and  faw  they  were  bloody,  and  yet  cannot  fay  whether  they 
were  wret  or  dry. 

Ann  Love  fworii. 

'  \v  I  ■  '  '  r 

Ann  Love .  I  had  been  acquainted  with  MrS.  Duncdhib 
thirty  years.  On  Sunday  the  fourth  of  February,  I  went  in 
order  to  dine  with  her  ;  it  was  exaddly  one  o’clock  when  I 
came  to  her  chamber-door.  I  knocked  and  waited  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  but.  nobody  anfwered  ;  I  went  down  to  iee  if 
I  could  find  any  body  that  had  feen  any  of  the  family,  or 
knew  whether  the  maid  was  gone  out  or  no.  I  met  with 
Mrs.  Oliphant,  and  afked  her  ;  (he  faid  (lie  had  feen  none  of 
them.  I  went  up  again,  but  could  make  nobody  hear  :  then 
I  concluded  that  the  old  maid,  Elizabeth  Harrifon,  was  dead, 
and  that  the  young  maid,  Ann  Price,  was  gone  to  her  filler’s 
to  acquaint  her  with  it.  I  went  then  to  Mrs.  Rhymer,  who 
was  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  executrix  ;  (he  came  with  me,  and  I 

went 
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went  up  again  with  her,  hut  we  could  not  get  the  door  open  ; 
I  looked  out  and  faw  the  prifoner  at  my  lord  bifhop  of  Ban¬ 
gor’s  door  ;  1  called  her  up,  and  laid,  Sarah,  prithee  go  and 
fetch  the  fmith  to  open  the  door.  She  faid  {he  would  go  with 
all  fpeed,  and  fo  (he  went. 

Council.  Why  did  you  call  her  ? 

/Inn  Love.  Becaufe  I  knew  {he  was  acquainted  with  Mrs. 
Duncomb.  The  prifoner  returned  without  the  Smith.  Mrs. 
Oliphant  came  to  us,  Oh  !  fays  I,  Mrs.  Oliphant,  I  believe 
they  are  all  dead,  and  the  Smith  is  not  come,  What  fhall  we 
do  to  get  in  l  She  faid,  {he  believed  fhe  could  get  out  of  her 
fnafter’s  chamber  into  the  gutter,  and  fo  open  Mrs.  Dun- 
comb’s  window  ;  I  defired  her  to  do  fo  by  all  means :  ihe  ac¬ 
cordingly  got  out  upon  the  leads,  broke  a  pane  of  glafs  in 
Mrs.  Duncomb’s  chamber-window,  opened  the  cafement, 
jumped  in  and  opened  the  door,  and  I  and  Mrs.  Rhymer  and 
the  prifoner  went  in. 

Council ,  And  what  did  you  fee  there  ? 

Linn  Love.  In  the  paflage,  the  poor  young  girl  Nanny  lay 
murdered  upon  her  bed,  and  wallowing  in  her  blood,  with  her 
throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear.  In  the  next  room  the  old  maid 
Elizabeth  Harrifon  lay  dead,  and  was  thought  to  be  flrangled  ; 
and  in  the  next  room  to  that,  Mrs.  Lydia  Duncomb  dead 
too,  and  ffransjed  in  her  bed  ;  and  her  box,  where  fhe 
kept  her  money,  was  broke  open,  and  nothing  left  in  it  but 
iorr  e  papers. 

Council.  Do  you  know  that  tankard  ? 

Ann  Love.  No  ;  if  it  was  hers,  I  fuppofe  {lie  kept 
it  locked  up,  for  I  don’t  remember  that  I  have  feen  it  in 

ufe. 

Council.  Have  you  feen  the  prifoner  in  Mrs.  Duncomb’s 
chambers  at  any  time  before  thofe  murders? 

Ann  Love.  Yes  :  I  was  there  about  eight  o’clock  the  night 
before  the  fact,  and  Mrs.  Oliphant  and  the  prifoner  were  then 
in  the  room.  .  ' 

Council.  Do  you  know  on  what  account  the  prifoner 
came  ? 

Ann  Love.  She  pretended  fhe  came  to  enquire  of  the  old 
maid’s  health. 

Council.  What  time  did  fhe  go  away  ? 

Ann  Love.  She  and  Mrs.  Oliphant  went  away  a  little 
before  eight,  and  I  Raid  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  af¬ 
ter. 

Council.  When  you  went,  did  any  body  lock  the  door 
after  you  ? 

*5 
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Ann  Love .  I  don’t  know  ;  it  was  a  fpring  lock,  and  there 
was  a  bolt  within-fide,  and  I  believe  it  was  bolted  when  Mrs. 
Oliphant  got  in  at  the  window ;  for  when  (he  opened  the 
door,  1  thought  I  heard  the  bolt  pulled  back. 

Council.  Did  the  prifoner  ever  live  with  Mrs.  Duncomb  ? 

Ann  Love.  She  was  her  chair-woman  before  laft  Chrifl- 
mas. 

Council.  Did  the  prifoner  ufe  to  lie  there? 

Ann  Love.  I  am  not  fare  of  that. 

Council.  Have  you  feen  her  there  at  any  other  time  than 
what  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Ann  Love.  Yes ;  about  a  month  before  the  murders  fhe 
came  there,  under  pretence  of  looking  for  the  key  of  her 
mafter’s  .chambers. 

Prifoner.  If  you  faw  me  there  when  the  murder  was  dif- 
covered,  do  you  know  what  cloaths  I  had  on  ? 

Ann  Love.  I  did  not  take  notice  of  your  cloaths,  but  I 
defired  you  to  make  a  fire,  and  fo  you  did. 

Council.  Did  you  fee  any  thing  lie  upon  the  table  ? 

Ann  Love.  There  was  a  cafe- knife,  with  a  white  handle, 

but  the  blade  was  broke  fliort  off. - — -I  did  not  fee  the 

blade, 

Cuuncil.  What  became  of  that  broken  knife  ? 

Ann  Love.  I  don’t  know  ;  it  was  taken  away,  but  I  can-" 
not  tell  who  took  it. 

Ann  Oliphant  fworn. 

Ann  Oliphant.  Mrs.  Love  came  to  me,  and  faid,  fhe 
had  been  knocking  at  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  door,  and  could  not 
get  in,  and  that  fhe  believed  Mrs.  Betty,  the  old  maid, 
was  dead,  and  that  Nanny  was  gone  to  acquaint  her  fifter 
with  it,  and  that  the  old  lady  could  not  get  up.  This 
was  about  one  o’clock,  and  at  two  fhe  told  me  fhe  had  fent 
Sarah,  the  prifoner,  for  a  fmith  to  break  open  the  door,  hut 
he  was  not  come,  and  fhe  knew  not  how  to  get  in.  Says  I, 
my  mailer  Grifly’s  chambers,  you  know,  are  oppofite  to 
Mrs.  Duncomb’s.  He  went  away  lait  Tuefday,  and  Mr. 
Twyfdenhas  left  the  keys  with  me  to  let  the  chambers.  Now, 
I  will  fee  if  I  cannot  get  out  of  his  chamber-window  into  the 
gutter,  and  fo  into  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  apartment.  She  defired 
me  try,  and  fo  I  did  :  I  got  into  the  gutter  :  I  broke  a  pane  in 
Mrs.  Duncomb’s  window,  opened  the  cafement,  and  went 
in.  Here  is  her  window,  and  here  is  her  door ;  the  door  was 
docked  and  bolted  >  I  opened  it,  and  Mrs.  Rhymer,  and  Mrs. 

Love 
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Love  came  in  :  I  did  not  then  fee  the  prifoner,  but  I  believe 
fhe  came  foon  after.  In  the  firft  room  we  found  the  young 
girl,  Ann  Price,  with  her  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear,  her  hair 
loofe,  and  hanging  over  her  eyes,  and  her  hands  clenched 
thus. - In  the  dining-room  we  found  Elizabeth  Harrifon  ly¬ 

ing  uP°n  a  prefs-bed  ;  fte  was  firangled,  her  throat  was 
fetched :  Mrs.  Lydia  Duncomb  lay  acrofs  her  bed  in  the 
next  room,  and  (be  was  ftrangled  too. 

Council,  Was  the  prifoner  there  then  ? 

Ann  Oliphant.  Yes,  and  file  talked  to  me,  but  I  was  fo 
concerned  that  I  don’t  know  what  fire  faid,  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes  the  mob  came  in. 

Council.  Was  not  you  at  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  the  nio-ht  be¬ 
fore  the  murder  ?  a 

Arm.  Oliphant.  Yes,  I  went  to  fee  her  about  ei?ht  o’clock  ; 
(he  faid  (he  was  forry  my  m after  was  gone,  becaufe  it  was 
fo  lcneiome.  The  prifoner  was  then  fitting  bv  the  fire  by 
Mrs.  Betty,  and  Mrs.  Betty  faid,  My  miftrefs  talks  of  dy¬ 
ing,  and  would  have  me  die  with  her.  I  got  up  to  go  away, 
and  the  prifoner  faid  (he  would  go  down  with  me  :  and  fo  (he 
did,  and  we  parted  in  Tan  field -Court. 

Council.  You  fay  you  opened  the  cafement,  and  found 
the  door  locked  and  bolted  ;  how  do  you  think  the  perfons, 
who  did  the  murder,  could  get  in  and  out  ? 

dnn  Oliphant.  I  don’t  know.  I  heard  fomebody  fay, 
they  muft  get  down  the  chimney,  it  is  a  large  Idtehen  chim¬ 
ney  ;  but  1  could  thruft  the  lock  back,  it  is  a  fprine  lock  : 

1  have  often  put  to  the  bolt  myfelf  without-fide,  to  fave  Mrs. 
Betty  the  trouble  of  coming  to  (hut  the  door  after  me. 

Council.  Have  you  (hut  the  bolt,  do  you  fay,  when  you 
were  without-fide  ?  \ 

Ann  Oliphant.  I  mean  the  bolt  of  the  lock,  not  the  other 
bolt. 

Council.'  Is  there  any  way  for  a  perfon  to  get  out  and 
leave  the  door  bolted  ? 

Ann  Oliphant.  1  know  of  none. 

Council.  Cannot  they  get  out  at  the  ftair-cafe  win¬ 
dow  ? 

Ann  Oliphant.  'No  :  they  have  lately  been  barred. 

Council.  Mr.  Grifly’s  chambers  had  been  empty,  you  fay, 
ever  lince  Tuefday,  could  they  not  get  into  his  chambers, 
and  fo  into  hers  f 

'Ann  Oliphant.  I  don’t  know  :  there  is  a  filly  leek  to  his 
door,  and  I  believe  it  may  be  eafly  picked. 

Z  2 
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.  -  Frances  Rhymer  (worn. 

Frances  Rhymer .  I  have  known  Mrs.  D uncomb  thirty 
years;  and  within  thefe  three  or  four  years  fhe  has  been  very 
infirm,  and  her  memory  much  decayed,  and  therefore  fne 
defired  me  to  receive  and  take  care  of  her  money,  and  file 
made  me  her  executrix. 

Council.  Then  you  have  feen  her  box  where  her  money 
was  kept  ? 

Frances  Rhymer.  Yes;  I  have  opened  it  twenty  times. 
Council.  Do  you  know  this  tankard  ? 

Frances  Rhymer.  Yes,  very  well,  it  washers.  She  ufed 
to  put  her  money  in  it,  and  the  tankard  and  money  were 

both  kept  locked  up  in  her  box. 

Council,  Heivc  you  fccn  sny  money  in  the  tsoksrd  lately  ^ 
Frances  Rhymer.  Yes  ;  I  kept  the  key  of  this  box,  and 
the  Thurfday  before  her  death  fhe  afieed  me  if  I  had  got  her 
key  ?  I  faid  yes,  and  fine  faid  fhe  wanted  a  little  money.  I 
a  (Iced  her  how  much  ?  She  faid  about  a  guinea.  So  I  opened 
her  box,  and  took  out  a  bag  ;  it  was  a  hundred  pounu  bag,  it 
lay  at  top  of  the  other  money  in  the  tankard. 

Council .  Is  this  the  bag  ? 

Frances  Rhymer .  It  was  luch  a  bag  as  this.'-  ~  I 
ried  it  to  her  by  the  fire-fide,  and  gave  her  a  guinea  out 

of  i**  . 

Council.  And  how  much  do  you  think  was  left  in  the 

bag  ? 

Frances  Rhymer .  There  might  be,  I  believe,  about  twenty 
guineas. 

Council .  You  fay,  the  bag  lay  upon  other  money  ? 

Frances  Rhymer .  Yes,  bendes  what  was  in  the  bag  tbeiewere 
fever al  parcels,  that  fhe  bad  fealed  up  in  papers  for  particular 
iifes.  There  were  fix  little  parcels  fealed  up  with  black  wax, 
I  believe  there  were  two  or  three  guineas  in  each.  In  another 
parcel,  fhe  told  me,  there  were  twenty  guineas  to  be  laid  out 
in  her  burying,  and  in  another  there  were  eighteen  ludores. 

*  Council.  Moidores  I  fuppofe  you  mean. 

Frances  Rhymer.  Yes,  I  believe  tney  call  them  moidores. 
THefe,  fhe  laid,  were  for  me,  to  defray  any  extraordinary 
charges  that  might  happen.  Then  there  was  a  green  purfe, 
‘with  thirty  or  forty  {hillings  in  it  for  poor  people.  . 

'  Council:  Look  on  that  green  purfe,  do  you  think  that  15 

the  fame' ? 
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Frances  Rhymer.  I  think  it  was  not  fo  long  a  purfe  as 
this. 

Prifoner .  Will  (he  take  her  oath  to  every  farthing  of  mo¬ 
ney  that  was  in  the  box  ? 

Frances  Rhymer.  No,  I  don’t  pretend  to  that. 

Council.  This,  you  fay,  was  on  Thurfday,  what  did 
you  obferve  in  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  chambers  on  the  Sunday  fol¬ 
lowing  r 

Frances  Rhymer.  When  Mrs.  Oliphant  let  us  in,  the  firffc 
thing  I  took  notice  of  was  the  poor  young  creature  in  the 
paflage,  with  her  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear ;  then  in  the  din¬ 
ing-room  there  lay  Mrs.  Betty,  ftrangled  ;  and  in  the  other 
room  I  found  Mrs.  Lydia  Duncomb  in  the  fame  fad  condition, 
and  her  ftrong  black  box  was  broke  open,  and  all  the  money 
and  the-  tankard  were  gone. 

Prifoner.  You  was  there  when  I  was  called  up,  what 
cloaths  had  I  on  ? 

Fra  nces  Rhymer.  I  was  too  much  concerned  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  your  cloaths. 

Prifoner.  Was  the  door  locked  or  bolted  before  Mrs.  Oli¬ 
phant  opened  it  ? 

Frances  Rhymer.  I  don’t  know. 

Prifoner.  Did  you  fee  any  way  that  a  perfon  could  pof- 
fibly  get  out  and  leave  the  door  bolted  ? 

Court.  Some  body  did  get  in  and  out  too,  that  is  plain  to 
3  demonftration. 


Frances  Crowder  fworn. 


Frances  Crowder.  I  knew  Mrs.  Duncomb  fix  or  fevert 
years.  t  know  this  tankard  ;  about  five  years  ago  fhe  defired 
me  to  fell  fome  plate  for  her,  and  then  fhe  fhewed  me  this 
tankard,  but,  fays  fhe,  I  would  not  fell  this,  I  intend  to  keep 
it  for  a  particular  reafon,  only  I  would  have  you  afk  what  it’s 

<  ^ 

worth.  Her  plate  was  marked  with  a  D  and  a  C  [C  L.  for  her 
hufband’s  name  was  Charles.]  She  made  ufe  of  the  tankard 
to  put  her  money  in.  And  afterwards  fhe  told  me,  that  fhe 
intended  the  tankard  for  her  niece  Keely. 

Council.  Look  on  that  clean  linen.  Thefe  are  the  fhifts 
that  were  found  in  Mr.  Kerr el’s  drawers. 

-  t  i '  i  ■  '  •  ?  1  • 
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Frances  Crowder.  Mrs.  Diln  comb’s  fhifts  had  a  particular 
cut,  and  I  verily  believe  on  my  oath,  that  thefe  were  hers. 
I  have  one  of  hers  here,  that  is  the  very  fame  in  every  refpedl. 
i  hey  are  all  darned  too  in  a  particular  manner;  there  is  not 
one  piece  on  all  her  linen,  but  all  is  darned. 

Prifoner f  Have  they  any  particular  mark  ? 

Prances  'Crowder .  No,  there  is  no  mark,  but  they  have  al] 
the  fame  cut  and  darning . 

Prifoner .  One  (hi ft  may  be  cut  like  another. 

'Frances  Crowder .  Mrs.  Duncomb  has  cut  fhifts  for  me 
exactly  in  the  fame  manlier  :  thefe  fhifts  have  not  been  waffled, 
1  believe,  for  many  years,  but  they  were  laid  up  in  the  box 
with  her  money  and  the  tankard. 

prifoner..  Mrs.  Rhymer  took  no  notice  of  this  linen.  It 
was  ftrange  that  lire  could  not  fee  it ;  fhe  that  opened  the  box 
tfb'oftqn,  mud'  know  every  tribe  that  was  in  it. 

Court.  She  was  .not  afked  that  qu  eft  ion. 

Mrs.  Rhymer.  I  have  feen  linen  at  the  bottom  of  the  box  ; 
but  I  did  not  open  it,  to  look  at  it. 

Court.  Can  you  fwear  to  that  linen  ? 

Mrs.  Rhymer.  No. 


Thomas  Rigg,  furgeon,  fworn, 

(  r  n  . 

Thomas  Bigg.  Mr.  Farlow  came  to  me  at  the  Rainbow 
coffee-house  at  1  emple-har,  to  go  with  the  coroner,  and 
view  the  bodies.  In  the  firfr  room  I  found  the  young  maid, 
Ann  Price,  lying  in  bed  with  her  hairloofe,  and  only  her  fnift 
on  :  her  chin  was  fixed  down,  as  if  done  with  a  defign  to 
hide  the  cuts  in  her  throat.  I  lifted  her  chin  up,  and  found 
three  inciftons  ;  one  of  them  was  not  mortal,  but  the  middle  one 
divided  the  wind -pipe,  which  was  cut  three  parts  through, 
and  either  this  or  the  third  wound,  was  fufficieni  to  caufe  her 
death.  Wounds  in  the  wind-pipe,  indeed,  are  not  always 
mortal,  for  they  may  fometimes  be  cured ;  but,  in  a  cafe  like 
this,  where  the  great  biood-vefiels  were  cut,  the  unavoidable 
confequence  mult  be  death.  She  had  no  head-cloths  on,  and 
her  hair  was  Joofe,  and  fhe  feemed  to  have  ftruggled  hard  for 
her  hfe.  In  leaning  over  the  bed,  the  mob  prefted  fo  hard 
upon  me,  that  I  was  in  danger  of  having  my  legs  broke,  fo 
that  I  could  not  be  fo  particular  in  my  observation  as  i  would 
otherwife  have  been.  The  next  body  I  viewed  was  that  of 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth  Harrifon  :  fhe  was  ftrangled,  and  it  appeared  to  have 
been  by  fome  narrow  firing,  as  an  apron-ftring,  or  3  pack¬ 
thread/  It  was  pulled  fo  tight,  that  the  (kin  was  divided,  and 
the  mark  very  deep.  There  was  likewife  the  mark  of  knuckles 
on  her  wind-pipe,  and  the  blood  had  guflied  out  at  her  nofe. 
She  had  a  gov/n  and  petticoat  on,  and  a  pair  of  ftockings. 
I  knew  her  when  I  was  an  apprentice.  She  had  fore  legs, 
and  for  that  reafon,  I  fuppofe,  fhe  might  lie  in  her  ftockings. 
Her  gown  too  feemed  to  be  a  fort  of  a  bed  gown,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve,  being  old  and  infirm,  fhe  lay  both  in  that  and  her  petti¬ 
coat  too.  The  laft  body  was  that  of  Mrs.  Duncomb.— - - 

There  was  a  little  creafe  about  her  neck,  which  was  juft 
enough  to  give  a  fufpicion  that  it  was  made  by  a  firing,  being 
tied  round,  but  the  mark  was  fo  fmall,  that  had  fhe  not  been 
very  anrient  and  weak,  that  a  little  matter,  indeed,  would 
have  put  an  end  to  her  life,  one  could  hardly  have  thought 
that  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  her  death. 

Council.  Did  you  fee  the 'firings  on  the  apron  ? 

Mr.  Bigg.  Yes,  they  were  bloody  at  the  ends. 

Pr  if  oner .  Might  they  not  have  been  mtirdered  with  thof® 
firings,  and  no  blood  appear  in  the  middle  ? 

Mr.  Bigg.  They  might  have  been  ftrangled  without  mak¬ 
ing  the  firings  bloody  at  all :  but  the  firings  being  bloody  only 
a/the  ends,  which  when  the  apron  was  tied  on,  would  hang 
before,  the  blood  might  come  upon  them  in  the  fame  manner 
as  upon  the  reft  of  the  apron,  or  it  might  be  by  folding  the 
apron  up  before  it  was  dry. 

‘  Prifoner.  If  I  had  this  apron,  and  did  the  murder  in  if, 
how  is  it  poffibie,  that  my  fhift  ftiould  be  bloody  both  behind 
and  before  ? 

Council .  My  lord,  we  fliall  now  fhew,  that  it  was  pra&i- 
cable  for  the  door  to  be  bolted  within  fide  by  a  perfon  who 
was  without. 

William  Farlow  fworn. 


William  Farlow .  Betwixt  the  door  and  the  poft  there 
is  a  vacancy,  through  which  a  man  may  put  his  finger.-— 

I  put  a  pack-thread  over  the  bolt  within-fide,  and  then 
went  without,  and  fhut  the  fpring  lock,  and  then 
drew  the  bolt  by  the  pack-thread,  and  it  fhut  very 
eafily. 
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Mr.  Peters  j worn . 

Mr.  Peters.  There  being  a  difficulty  flarted,  bow  the 
door  could  be  left  bolted  within  fide,  I  took  Mr.  Farlow, 
porter  of  the  Temple,  with  me  ;  he  put  a  firing  about  the 
neck  of  the  bolt,  and  then  I  (hut  him  out,  and  he  pulled  the 
bolt  to  by  both  ends  of  the  firing,  and  then  letting  go  one 
end,  he  pulled  the  firing  out. 

Pr  if  oner.  It’s  hard  that  people  can  fwear  pofitively  to 
fo  many  things,  and  yet  could  not  perceive  what  cloaths  I 
had  on. 

Court,  They  tell  you  their  thoughts  were  taken  up  with 
other  things. 

Prifoner.  The  watchmen  fearched  me,  but  did  they  find 
any  blood  about  me? 

Court.  You  have  been  told  already,  that  you  had  24  hours 
time  to  change  your  cloaths;  and,  that  they  did  not  mind 
what  cloaths  you  had  on. 

Council .  We  have  another  witnefs,  Roger  Johnfon,  who 
is  a  prifoner  in  Newgate. 


Roger  Johnfon  f worn . 

Roger  Johnfon.  The  prifoner  was  brought  to  Newgate  oil 
Monday  the  5th  of  February  :  I  had  fome  knowledge  of  her, 
becaufe  fhe  ufed  to  come  thither  to  fee  one  Johnfon,  an  Irifh- 
man,  who  was  conv idled  for  Healing  a  Scotchman’s  pack. 
She  faw  a  room  where  the  debtors  were,  and  afked  if  fhe 
might  not  he  in  that  room.  I  told  her  it  would  cofi:  her  a 
guinea,  and  fhe  did  not  look  like  one  that  could  pay  fo  much ; 
fhe  (aid,  if  it  was  2  or  3  guineas,  fhe  could  fend  for  a  friend 
that  would  raife  the  money.  Then  fhe  went  into  the  tap- 
houfe  among  the  felons,  and  talked  very  freely  with  them.  I 
called  for  a  link,  and  took  her  up  into  another  room,  where 
there  was  none  but  fhe  and  I.  Child,  fays  I,  there  is  reafon 
to  fufpedl  that  you  are  guilty  of  this  murder,  and  therefore  I 
have  orders  to  fearch  you  ;  (though,  indeed,  I  had  no  fuch 
orders)  and  with  that  I  began  to  feel  about  her  hips,  and  un¬ 
der  her  petticoats.  She  defired  me  to  forbear  fearching  under 
her  coats,  becaufe  fhe  was  not  in  a  condition  :  upon  which  I 
defifled.  Then  I  examined  down  her  before,  and  feeling 
under  her  arms,  (he  ftarted  and  threw  her  head  back  :  I  clap¬ 
ped 
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pcd  my  hand  to  her  head,  and  felt  fomething  hard  in  her  hair, 
and  pulling  off  her  cap,  I  found  this  bag  of  money.  I  afked 
her  how  lhe  came  by  it,  and  fhe  faid  it  was  fome  of  Mrs. 
Duncomb’s  money  ;  but,  Mr.  Johnfon,  fays  (lie.  I’ll  make 
you  a  prefent  of  it,  if  you  will  but  keep  it  to  yourfelf,  and 
let  no  body  know  any  thing  of  the  matter,  for  the  other 
things  that  are  againft  me  are  nothing  but  circumftances,  and 
I  {hall  come  off  well  enough,  and  therefore  I’ll  only  defire 
you  to  Jet  me  have  threepence  or  fix-pence  a  day  till  the 
feffions  is  over,  and  then  I  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  fhift  for  my- 
felf.  1  told  the  money  over,  and,  to  the  beft  of  my  remem* 
brance,  there  was  twenty  moidores,  eighteen  guineas,  five 
broad  pieces,  I  think  one  was  a  25s.  piece,  and  the  o~ 
rhers  2-35.  pieces,  a  half  broad  piece,  five  crowns,  and  two 
or  three  {hillings :  I  fealed  them  up  in  the  bag,  and  here 
they  are. 

Court.  How  did  fhe  fay  fhe  came  by  the  money  f 

'Johnfon .  She  faid  fhe  took  this  money  and  this  bag  from 
madam  Duncomb,  and  begged  me  to  keep  it  fecret :  my  dear, 
fays  I,  I  would  not  fecrete  the  money  for  the  world.  She 
told  me  too,  that  (lie  had  hired  three  men  to  fwear  the  tan¬ 
kard  was  her  grandmother's,  but  could  not  depend  upon 
them  ;  that  the  name  of  one  was  William  Denny,  another 

was  - - Smith,  and  I  have  forgot  the  third.  After  I  had 

taken  the  money  away,  file  put  a  piece  of  mattrefs  into  her 
hair,  that  it  might  appear  of  the  fame  bulk  as  before.  Then  1 
locked  her  up,  and  lent  to  Mr.  Alftone,  and  told  him  the 
flory  ;  and,  fays  I,  do  you  ftand  in  a  dark  piace,  to  be  a 
witnefs  of  what  flue  fays,  and  I’ll  go  and  examine  her 
again. 

Prifoner.  I  tied  my  handkerchief  over  my  head  to  hide 
the  money,  but  Buck  happening  to  fee  my  hair  fall  down,  he 
told  Johnfon  ;  upon  which  johnfon  came  to  me,  and  faid,  I 
find  the  cole’s  planted  in  your  hair,  let  me  keep  it  for  you, 
and  let  Buck  know  nothing  of  it.  So  I  gave  johnfon  fiv-e 
broad  pieces,  and  twenty-two  guineas,  not  gratis,  but  only  to 
keep  for  me,  for  I  expected  it  to  be  returned  when  the  fefiions 
was  over.  As  to  the  money,  I  never  faid  I  took  it  from  Mrs. 
Duncomb,  but  he  afked  me  what  they  had  to  rap  againfl  me, 
I  told  him  only  a  tankard ;  he  afked  me,  if  that  was  Mrs. 
Duncomb’s,  and  I  faid,  Yes.  * 

Court.  Johnfon,  were  thofe  her  words,  This  is  the  mo¬ 
ney  and  bag  that  I  took  ? 

Johnfon.  Yes  ;  and  the  defired  me  to  make  away  with 
the  bag. 
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Mr.  Alfione.  On  the  day  fhe  was  committed,  Mr.  John- 
fon  Tent  for  me,  and  faid  he  had  found  a  bag  of  moiftiy  in 
her  hair ;  he  {hewed  me  the  money,  and  would  have  had  me 
to  have  taken  it,  but  I  refufed.  I  afked  him  where  the  bag 
was,  he  faid  he  had  left  it  with  her.  1  told  him  he  (hould 
have  taken  that  too,  becaufe  there  might  be  fome  mark  upon, 
it.  He  faid  he  would  call  her,  and  get  it  from  her,  and  he 
defired  me  to  ftand  out  of  fight,  and  hear  what  fhe  faid.  I 
accordingly  {food  in  a  dark  place,  and  fhe  came  up  and  deli¬ 
vered  the  bag  to  him,  and  defired  him  to  burn  it,  or  to  de- 
ifroy  it  fome  way  or  other.  She  faid  (he  only  wanted  wit- 
Befles  to  fwear  to  the  tankard,  and  for  all  the  reft  (he  could 
do  well  enough.  She  afterwards  told  me,  part  of  the  money 
that  was  found  on  her,  was  Mrs.  Duncomb’s,  and  taken  out 
of  her  chamber  ;  that  two  men  and  a  woman  were  concerned 
with  her,  and  that  Ihe  berfelf  was  the  contriver,  and  laid  the 
fcheme  of  the  robbery ;  that  fhe  let  them  in,  and  iat  upon 
the  {fairs  to  watch  while  they  committed  the  fa£t,  but  that 
fhe  knew  nothing  of  the  murder;  that  one  Will.  Gibbs  had 
been  with  her  from  the  two  Alexanders,  (the  men  who  fhe 
faid  were  concerned  with  her)  and  that  (he  had  fent  them  ten 
guineas. 

Council.  My  lord,  we  have  here  her  information  upon 
oath  before  Sir  Richard  Brocas. 

The  Examination  and  Confeffion  of  SARAH  MALCOLM, 

taken  on  Oath,  February  6,  1732,  before  Sir  Richard 

Brocas,  Knt. 

W  H  O  on  her  oath  faith,  That  on  Sunday  morning  la/R 
about  two  o’clock,  fhe,  this  examinant,  was  concerned  with 
Thomas  and  James  Alexander,  brothers,  and  Mary  Tracey, 
who  murdered  Elizabeth  Harrifon,  Lydia  Duncomb,  and  ano¬ 
ther  perfon,  whofe  name  {lie,  this  examinant,  does  not  at 
prefent  know,  on  or  about  the  time  laft  mentioned,  in  the 
Temple  in  this  city,  which  was  done  in  the  manner  follow¬ 
ing. 

That  fhe,  this  examinant,  had  feveral  conferences  with  the 
abovefaid  perfons,  concerning  the  robbing  of  Mrs.  Duneombj 
and  that  about  ten  o’clock,  on  Saturday  night  laft,  James 
Alexander  got  into  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  chambers,  and  concealed 
himfelf  under  a  bed  till  about  two  o’clock,  when  he  opened 
her  chamber  door,  and  let  the  faid  Mary  Tracey  and  Thomas 
Alexander  into  the  faid  chambers ,  and,  that  fhe,  this  exami- 

Bant, 
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mr.t,  Rood  on  the  flairs  as  a  watch,  whilft  they  committed 
the  laid  murders,  and  at  the  fame  time  Hole  from  out  of  the 
faid  chambers  about  3C0I.  in  money,  a  filver  pint  tankard, 
and  a  filver  fpoon,  with  divers  other  goods  to  a  great  value ; 
•which  faid  money  and  goods  were  by  the  abovefaid  perfons 
brought  down  to  her,  and  then  diflributed  in  equal  portions 
amongfl  them,  between  four  and  five  o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning  lafl  paft. 

Court.  If  it  is  upon  oath  it  cannot  be  read,  for  perfons  are 
not  to  fwear  againft:  themfelves ;  all  examinations  ought  to  be 
taken  freely  and  voluntarily,  and  not  upon  oath,  and  then 
we  can  read  them.  Indeed  if  afterwards  the  examinant 
will  accufe  others,  his  information  may  be  fepaiately  taken 
upon  oath,  but  then  it  is  not  to  be  brought  in  evidence 

againft  "him. 

Prifoner.  Johnfon  fwears  he  found  twenty  moidores  on  me, 
and  Mrs.  Rhymer  fwore  there  was  but  eighteen  loft. 

Court .  She  was  not  pofitive,  but  faid  there  might  be  about 

fo  many.  " 

Council  My  lord,  we  have  gone  through  our  evidence,  I 
fhall  only  take  notice  of  a  few  partkiulars,  and  tnen  fubrnxt 
the  whole  to  your  lordfhip  and  the  jury. 

Mr.  Kerrel  and  Mr.  Gehagan  have  given  an  account,  that, 
upon  fearching  Mir.  Kerrel  s  room,  they  found  fomc  clean 
linen,  which  the  prifoner  owned  to  be  hers.  .  ^ 

Mrs.  Crowder,  upon  comparing  the  cut  and  darning  of  this 
linen,  verily  believes  that  it  was  Mrs.  Duncomb  s,  and  that 
it  was  in  the  box  where  the  money  was  kept. 

'  Mrs.  Rhymer  too  had  feen  fome  linen  there,  but  is  not  fo 

particular. 

Mr.  Kerrel  found  a  tankard  in  his  clofe-ftool,  with  the  han¬ 
dle  bloody  ;  the  prifoner  owned  this  tankard  to  be  hers,  but 
endeavours  to  account  for  the  blood,  by  faying  that  fhe  had 
pricked  her  finger. 

Maftreter  fays,  That  her  finger  indeed  appeared  to  have 
been  hurt,  but  that  the  wound  was  not  frefh.  And  Mrs.  Rhy- 
mer  and  Mrs.  Crowder  both  fwear  pofitively,  that  the  tankard 

was  Mrs.  Duncomb’s. 

The  bloody  linen,  and  efpecially  the  apron,  are  ftrong  cir- 
cumftances  againft  her  ;  and,  as  to  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  door 
being  left  bolted  within  fide,  we,  have  fnewn,  by  two  unex¬ 
ceptionable  witneffes,  how  eaftly  it  might  be  done. 

Johnfon’s  finding  the  money  in  her  hair,  and  her  defirmg  him 
to  conceal  it  and  deftroy  the  bag,  and  the  reft  or  her  conver¬ 
sation  with  him,  difeovers  how  well  prahtifed  fhe  was  in  wit  - 

A  a  2  ^nefs  i 


176  SARAH  MALCOLM,  for  Murders. 

ednefs;  and  her  confefBng  that  the  money  was  Mrs.  Dun* 
comb’s,  and  that  (lie  took  it  out  of  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  cham¬ 
bers,  is  a  circumflance  fo  flrong  as  amounts  to  a  proof. 

Prifoner.  Yes,  I  owned  part  of  the  money  to  be  hers,  but 
not  that  I  took  it  out  of  her  chambers ;  and  it  was  Johnfon 
that  inftigated  me  to  bum  the  bag. 

Council .  And  the  prifoner  has  frequently  called  upon  the 
witnefles  to  declare  whether  the  bloody  linen  was  wet  or  dry; 
%vhat  cloaths  (lie  had  on,  and  whether  they  were  bloody  or 
not?  I  know  not  what  fervice  it  could  do  her  if  it  was  allow¬ 
ed  that  the  blood  was  dry,  and  that  there  was  no  blood  on 
her  cloaths,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  it  was  twenty- 
four  hours,  from  the  time  the  fa£I  was  committed  to  the  time 
that  the  linen  was  found,  and  fhe  was  fufpedded  ;  a  time 
fufficient  for  the  blood  to  dry,  and  for  her  to  fhift  her 
cloaths. 


The  Prifoner' s  Defence, 

Prifoner,  Modefty  might  compel  a  woman  to  conceal  Her 
own  fecrets,  if  necessity  did  not  oblige  her  to  the  contrary  ; 
^nd  tis  neceffity  that  obliges  me  to  fay,  that  what  has  been 
taken  for  the  blood  of  the  murdered  perfon,  is  nothing  but 
the  free  gift  of  nature. 

This  was  all  that  appeared  on  my  fhift,  and  it  was  the  fame 
on  my  apron,  for  I  wore  the  apron  under  me  next  to  my  fhift* 
My  mafter  going  out  of  town,  defired  me  to  lie  in  his  cham¬ 
ber,  and  that  was  the  occafion  of  my  foul  linen  being  found 
there.  The  woman  that  wafhed  the  fheets  I  then  lay  in, 
caa  teftify  that  the  fame  was  upon  them  ;  and  Mr.  Johnfon, 
who  fearched  me  in  Newgate,  has  fworn  that  he  found  my  li¬ 
nen  in  the  like  condition.  That  this  was  the  cafe,  is  plain  ; 
for  how  is  it  poflible  that  it  could  be  the  blood  of  the  murder¬ 
ed  perfon? 

If  it  is  fuppofed  that  I  killed  her  with  my  cloaths  on,  my 
apron  indeed  might  be  bloody,  but  how  fhould  the  blood 
come  upon  my  fhift?  If  I  did  it  in  rny  fhift,  how  fhculd  my 
apron  he  bloody,  or  the  hack  part  of  my  fhift!  And  whether 
I  did  it  drafted  or  undreffed,  why  was  not  the  neck  and  fleets 
of  my  fhift  bloody,  as  well  as  the  lower  parts  ? 

I  freely  own  that  my  crimes  deferve  death  ;  1  own  that  I 
Was  acceflary  to  the  robbery,  but  I  was  innocent  of  the  mur¬ 
der,  apd  I’ligive  an  account  of  the  whole  affair. 
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I  Jived  with  Mrs.  Lydia  Duncomb  about  three  months  be¬ 
fore  fhe  was  murdered  ;  the  robbery  was  contrived  bv  Marv 
'  recey,,  who  is  now  in  confinement,  and  myfelf,  my  own 
vicious  inclinations  agreeing  with  hers.  We  iikewife  nroDofed 
to  rob  Mr.  Oaks,  in  Thames-Streetj  fliecameto  me  at  my 
mailers,  A^i.  Kerrel  s  chambers,  on  the  Sunday  before  the 
murder  was  committed  ;  he  not  being  then  at  home  we  talk 
ed  about  robbing  Mrs.  Duncomb  ;  I  told  her  I  could  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  do  it  by  myfelf,  for  I  fhould  be  found  out.  No,  fays 
fhe,  there  are  the  two  Alexanders  [Thomas  and  James]  will 
help  us.  Next  day  I  had  feventeen  pounds  fent  me  out  of 
the  country,  which  I  left  in  Mr.  Kerrei’s  drawers.  I  met 
them  ail  in  Cheapfide  the  Friday  following,  and  we  agreed  on. 
the  next  night,  and  fo  we  parted. 

„  ^ext  being  Saturday,  I  went  between  feven  and  eight 
in  the  evening,  to  fee  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  maid,  Elizabeth  Har- 
rifon,  fhe  was  very  bad  :  I  ftaid  a  little  while  with  her  and 
went  down,  and  Mary  Tracey,  and  the  two  Alexanders, 
came  to  me  about  ten  o’clock  according  to  appointment.  She 
would  have  gone  about  the  robbery  juft  then,  but  I  Laid  it  was 
too  foon.  Between  ten  and  eleven  fhe  faid.  We  can  do  it 
now.  I  told  her  I  would  go  and  fee,  and  fo  I  went  up  flairs, 
and  they  followed  me :  I  met  the  young  maid  on  the  flairs 
with  a  blue  mug,  fhe  was  going  for  fome  milk  to  make  a 
.ack-poflet:  fhe  afked  me  who  thofe  were  that  came  after  me? 

[  tcdd  ^er  they  were  people  going  to  Mr.  Knight’s  below.  As 
loon  as  fhe  was  gone,  I  faid  to  Mary  Tracey,  Now  do  you  and 
I  om  Alexander  go  down,  I  know  the  door  is  left  a  jar,  be¬ 
cause  the  old  maid  is  ill,  and  can’t  get  up  to  Jet  the  young 
maid  in  when  fhe  comes  back.  Upon  that  they  went  dp  wit, 
and  James  Alexander,  by  my  order,  went  in  .and  hid  himfeff 
under  the  bed  ;  and,  as  I  was  going  down  myfelf,  ,1  ’tric^rthe 
young  maid  coming  up  again  :  fhe  afked  me  ?if  rhad  fpoke  to 
Mrs.  Betty?  I  told  her,  No;  tho’  I  fhould  have  told  her 
otherwife,  but  only  that  I  was  afraid  fhe  might  fay  fjmething 
to  Mrs.  Betty  about  me,  and  Mrs.  Betty  might  tell  her  I  had 
not  been  there,  and  fo  they  might  have  a  fufpicion  of  me.  I 
palled  her  and  went  down,  and  fpoke  with  Tracey  and  Alex¬ 
ander,  and  then  went  to  my  mailer’s  chambers, 'and  ftirred 
up  the  fire.  I  flaid  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  when  I 
•j^me  back,  I  faw  Tracey  and  Tho.  Alexander  fitting  on  Mrs, 
Uur.cornb’s  flairs,  and  I  fat  down  with  them.  At  12  o’clock  we 
neard  fome  people  walking,  and  by-and-by  Mr.  Knight  came, 
and  went  to  his  room  and  fhut  the  door.  It  was  a  very  ftormy 
fugntj  there  was  hardly  any  body  flirring  abroad  ?  and  the  watch¬ 
men 
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men  kept  up  clofe,  except  juft  when  they  cried  the  hour.  At 
two  o’clock  another  gentleman  came  and  called  the  watch  to 
light  his  candle,  upon  which  I  went  further  up  ftairs,  and 
loon  after  this  I  heard  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  door  open  ;  James 
Alexander  came  out,  and  faid,  Now  is  the  time.  Then  Mary 
’Tracey  and  Thomas  Alexander  went  in,  but  I  (laid  upon  the 
ftairs  to  watch.  I  told  them  where  Mrs.  Duncomb’s  box 
Hood  a  they  came  out  between  four  and  five,  and  one  of  them 
called  to  roe  foftly,  and  faid  Hip  !  how  (hall  I  fhut  the  door  ? 
Says-  I,  *Tis  a  fpring  lock ;  pull  it  to,  and  it  will  be  faft  ; 
and  fo  one  of  them  did.  They  would  have  (hared  the  money 
and  goods  upon  the  ftairs,  but  I  told  them  we  had  better  go 
down  -9  fo  we  went  under  the  arch  by  Figtree  Court,  where 
there  was  a  lamp ;  I  afked  them  how  much  they  had  got  ? 
they  faid  they  had  found  fifty  guineas,  and  fome  filver  in  the 
maid’s  purfe ;  above  100I.  in  |the  fcheft:  of  drawers,  befides 
the  filver  tankard  ;  and  the  money  in  the  box,  and  other 
things  ;  fo  that  in  all  they  had  got  to  the  value  of  about  300I. 
in  money  and  goods.  They  told  me  they  had  been  forced 
to  gag  the  people  ;  they  gave  me  the  tankard  with  what 
was  in  it,  and  fome  linen,  for  my  (hare,  and  they  had  a  filver 
fpoon  and  a  ring,  and  the  reft  of  the  money  among  them- 
felves.  They  advifed  me  to  be  cunning,  and  plant  the  money 
and  goods  under  ground,  and  not  be  feen  to  be  flufh  ;  then 
we  appointed  to  meet  at  Greenwich,  but  I  did  not  go. 

I  was  taken  in  the  manner  as  the  witnefles  have  fworn,  and 
carried  to  the  watch -houfe,  from  whence  I  was  fent  to  the 
Compter,  and  fo  to  Newgate.  I  own  that  I  faid  the  tankard 
was  mine,  and  that  it  was  left  me  by  my  mother.  Several 
wknefies  have  fwore  wbat  account  I  gave  of  the  tankard  be¬ 
ing  bloody  ;  I  had  hurt  my  finger,  and  that  was  the  occafion 
©f  it.  1  am  fure  of  death,  and  therefore  have  no  occafion  to 
fpeak  any  thing  but  the  truth.  When  I  was  in  the  Compter, 
I  happened  to  fee  a  young  man,  whom  1  knew,  with  a  fetter 
;  I  told  him  I  was  forry  to  fee  him  there,  and  I  gave  him 
a  farthing  and  a  (hilling,  and  called  for  half  a  quartern  of  rum 
to  make  him  drink.  1  afterwards  went  into  my  room,  and 
heard  a  voice  call  me,  and  perceived  fometbing  poking  behind 
she  curtain  ;  I  was  a  little  furprifed,  and  looking  to  fee  what 
it  was,  I  found  a  hole  in  the  wall,  through  which  the  young 
man  I  bad  given  the  (hilling  to,  fpoke  to  me,  and  afked  me 
ft  1  had  fent  for  my  friends ;  I  told  him.  No.  He  faid  he’d 
do  what  he  could  for  me,  and  f  >  he  went  away  ;  and  fome 
time  after  he  called  to  me  again,  and  faid,  Here’s  a  friend. 
1  looked  through,  and  faw  Will.  Gibbs  come  in  1  think  it 
jjraj.  Will.  Gibb$;,  fay  §  he.  Who  is  there  to  (wear  againft 
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you?  I  told  him  my  two  matters  would  be  the  chief  witnefles. 
And  what  can  they  charge  you  with  ?  fays  he  ;  I  told  him  the 
tankard  was  the  only  thing,  for  there  was  nothing  elfe  that  I 
thought  could  hurt  me.  Never  fear  then,  fays  he,  we’J]  do 
well  enough  ;  we  will  get  them  that  will  rap  the  tankard 
was  your  grandmother’s,  and  that  you  was  in  Shoreditch  the 
night  the  murder  was  committed  5  and  we’ll  have  two  men 
that  fhall  fhoot  your  two  matters :  but,  fays  he,  one  of  the 
witnettes  is  a  woman,  and  {he  won’t  fwear  under  four  eui- 
neas,  but  the  men  will  fwear  for  two  guineas  a-pieee,  fo  he 
went  away,  and  brought  a  woman  and  three  men ;  I  gave 
them  ten  guineas,  and  they  promifed  to  wait  for  me  at  the 
Bull-Head,  in  Bread-Street ;  but  when  I  called  for  them,  as 
I  was  going  before  Sir  Richard  Brocas,  they  were  not  there, 
T  hen  1  found  I  fhould  be  ferst  to  Newgate,  and  I  was  full  of 
anxious  thoughts ;  but  a  young  man  told  me  I  had  better  go 
to  the  Whit,  [Newgate]  than  to  the  Compter. 

When  I  came  to  Newgate,  X  had  but  i8d.  in  filver,  befitks 
the  money  m  my  hair,  and  that  i8d.  for  my  garnifh  ;  X  was 
ordered  to  a  high  place  in  the  gaol.  Buck,  as  X  faid  before,, 
having  feen  my  hair  loofe,  told  Johnfon  of  it,  and  Jobrifont 
aiked  me  if  1  had  got  any  cole  planted  there  ?  he  fear ched 
and  found  the  bag,  and  there  was  in  it  36  moidores,  18  gui¬ 
neas,  5  crown  pieces,  2  half  crowns,  2  broad  pieces  of  ,235. 
four  of  23s.  and  one  half  broad  piece.  He  told  me  I  mutt 
be  cunning,  and  not  be  feen  to  be  flufh  of  money  ;  X  deilred 
him  to  keep  it  for  me  till  I  got  clear,  and  only  let  me  have  s 
little  now  and  then  as  1  wanted  it ;  then  fays  he.  Do  your 
know  any  body  that  will  fwear  for  you?  No,  fays  I,  can  you 
help  me  to  any?  I  would  not  do  fuch  a  thing  for  the  world, 
lays  he,  if  I  thought  you  guilty  ;  fo  he  took  the  money  and 
we  parted  ;  but  in  a  little  while  he  called  me  down  again,  and 
faid,  What  have  you  done  with  the  bag  ?  I  have  it,  fays 
but  what  would  you  advife  me  to  do  with  it?  Why,  fays  he, 
you  might  have  thrown  it  down  the  neceflary  houfe,  or  have 
burnt  it,  but  give  it  me,  and  I’ll  take  care  of  it ;  and  fo  l 
gave  it  to  him.  Mrt  Alttone  then  brought  me  to  the  Con¬ 
demned  Hold,  and  examined  me ;  I  denied  all,  till  I  found 
he  had  heard  of  the  money,  and  then  I  knew  my  life  was 
gone;  and  therefore  I  confetted  all  that  I  knew;  I  gave  him 
the  fame  account  of  the  robbery  as  I  have  given  now.  I  told 
him  I  had  heard  my  matters  were  to  be  (hot,  and  X  defined 
him  to  fend  them  word.  I  deferibed  TVacev  and  the  two 
Alexanders,  and  when  they  were  hrtt  taken,  they  de;  ied  that 
'  knew  Mr.  Oaks,  whom  they  and  I  had  agreed  to  rob 
.  -  '  AW 


J go  SARAH  MALCOLM,  for  Murders, 

All  that  I  have  now  declared  is  fa£l,  and  I  have  no  ocot* 
{ion  to  murder  three  innocent  perfons  by  a  falfe  accufanon  ; 
for  I  know  I  am  a  condemned  Woman,  I  know  1  muft  fus- 
fer  an  ignominious  death,  which  my  crimes  deferve,  and  I 
(hall  fufFer  willingly ;  I  thank  God  that  he  hath  granted  me 
time  to  repent,  when  I  might  have  been  {hatched  oft  in  the 
midft:  of  my  crimes,  and  without  having  an  opportunity  of 
preparing  my  (elf  for  another  world. 

My  lord,  as  there  was  more  money  found  upon  me  than 
belonged  to  Mrs.  Duncomb,  I  hope  your  lordfbip  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  order  what  was  my  own  to  be  returned  to  me. 

Court.  The  Court  cannot  determine  whofe  property  the 
money  is,  till  the  jury  have  brought  in  their  verdidl. 

The  jury  withdrew  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  to  con- 
fider  of  their  verdict,  and  when  they  returned,  the  prifoner 
was  again  brought  to  the  bar  $  and  they  were  called  over  by 
the  clerk  of  the  arraigns,  and  anfwered  to  their  names. 

CM.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  are  you  agreed  on  your 

verdidl  ? 

Jury.  Yes. 

Clerk.  Who  {hall  fay  for  you  ? 

'Jury.  Our  foreman. 

Clerk.  Sarah  Malcolm,  hold  up  your  hand.  You  of  the 
jury,  look  upon  the  prifoner  ;  how  fay  you  ?  Is  Sarah  Mal¬ 
colm  guilty  of  the  felony  and  murder,  whereof  (he  (lands  in- 
dialed,  or  not  guilty  ? 

Foreman.  Guilty. 

Clerk.  How  fay  you  ?  Is  (he  guilty  on  the  coroner’s  in- 
quifition,  or  not  guilty  l 

Foreman .  Guilty . 

Clerk.  What  goods,  chattels,  lands,  and  tenements,  had 
(he  at  the  time  of  the  felony  and  murder  committed,  or  at  any 
time  fince  to  your  knowledge  ? 

Foreman.  None. 

Clerk .  Hearken  to  your  verditt,  as  the  court  has  recorded 
it.  You  fay,  that  Sarah  Malcolm  is  guilty  of  the  felony  and 
murder  whereof  (he  (lands  indicled,  and  that  (he  is  likewife 
guilty  on  the  coroner’s  inquefl ;  and  you  fay,  that  (he  had  no 
goods  or  chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  at  the  time  of  the  faid 
felony  and  murder  committed,  or  at  any  time  fmce  to  your 
knowledge,  and  fo  you  fay  all. 

Tht 
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The  Ordinary  of  Newgate's  Account* 

Sarah  Malcolm,  22  years  of  age,  defcended  of  honeft, 
creditable  parents,  in  the  county  of  Durham.  Her  father  (as 
{he  faid)  had  a  pretty  eftate,  about  iool.  a  year,  which  he 
fo on  ran  out,  and  then  with  the  reverfions  of  it,  his  wife, 
her  mother,  being  an  Irifh-woman,  went  to  Dublin,  and 
there  purchafed  a  public  place  of  the  city,  lived  in  good  cre¬ 
dit,  and  gave  her  very  good  education  at  fchool,  in  reading, 
writing,  and  fuch  other  things,  as  are  proper  for  a  girl,  above 
the  meaneft  rank  of  people.  She  lived  with  her  father  and 
mother,  who  made  much  of  her,  becaufe  of  her  fprightly  tem¬ 
per,  a  conilderable  time  ;  ’till  fome  years  ago,  her  parents 
coming  to  London  about  certain  affairs,  (he  came  with  themj 
and  fome  time  after  that,  approaching  nigh  to  woman’s 
eftate,  file  went  to  fervice,  and  was,  as  I  had  information, 
in  feveral  good  families,  where  (he  did  her  buiinefs  to  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  her  miftreffes,  and  was  never  blamed  for  difho- 
neftw.  Her  father  returning  to  Dublin,  where  his  fettled  bu- 
finefs  was,  a  little  after  that  her  mother  died,  and  then, ’un¬ 
luckily  for  Sarah,  fhe  was  left  to  her  own  fhifts  ;  about  which 
time,  by  acquaintance,  fhe  got  herfelf  made  one  of  the  laun- 
dreffes,  or  chairwomen  of  the  Temple,  where  fhe  ferved 
fome  gentlemen  for  a  considerable  time.  Before  this,  (lie  was 
in  a  place  called  the  Black  Horfe  ale-houfe,  where  fhe  culti¬ 
vated  her  former  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Tracey,  and  where 
fhe  contracted  acquaintance  with  the  two  brothers,  Thomas 
and  James  Alexander. 

And  fhe  faid,  that  Tracey  and  thefe  young  men  often  ad- 
vifed  her  to  rob  her  mafter,  and  this  fhe  always  refufed  to  do. 
The  younger  of  the  brothers  propofed  to  go  to  her  miftrefs, 
and  fay,  that  Sarah  having  been  familiar  with  her  mafter,  had 
provided  poifon  to  difpatch  her  miftrefs,  thinking  if  fuch  a 
thing  were  done,  the  mafter  would  marry  her  :  but  all  this 
was  only  with  fuch  an  amufement,  to  impofe  upon  and  extort 
money  from  the  miftrefs,  who  was  too  wife  to  be  bit  with 
fuch  pretences;  and  feeing  they  could  get  nothing,  they  left 
her,  and  returned  to  Sarah,  calling  the  miftrefs  an  old  cun¬ 
ning  woman,  curfing  her,  and  giving  her  ill  names.  This 
gave  occafion  of  the  ftory  palling  through  the  town,  that  fhe 
intended  to  poifon  her  miftrefs,  which  thought  never  entered 
into  her  mind,  fhe  having  been  againft  their  going  to  her  on 
that  account;  but  her  allowing  them  to  go  on  fuch  a  villain¬ 
ous  errand,  certainly  fhowed  the  great  wickednefs  of  her  de- 
16  B  b  vilifla 
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vilifii  difpofition.  1  hey  alledged  alfo,  that  fhe  was  the  perfoft 
who  murdered  an  old  man  of  the  other  end  of  the  town,  for 
which,  two  or  three  years  ago,  a  barber  was  convidfed,  and 
who  went  to  death  denying  the  fadh  She  faid,  that  there 
was  not  the  lead  ground  of  entertaining  any  fuch  fufpicion 
npon  her,  but  that  fhe  mud  be  content  to  bear  with  fuch 
cenfures  and  reproaches,  although  it  was  hard  upon  her, 
as  that  the  world  fhould  make  her  much  more  wicked  than  fhe 
really  was. 

As  to  the  murders,  burglary  and  robbery,  of  which  fhe 
was  indidled  and  found  guilty,  the  account  die  gave  me 
was  to  the  purpofe  following.  Having  been  acquainted 
with  Mary  Tracey,  who  had  been  much  abroad  following 
her  hufband  in  the  army,  in  divers  countries,  and  con¬ 
cerned  in  many  defperate  and  wicked  exploits  for  above 
five  years  pad  ;  the  faid  Mary  and  fhe  contra&ed  a  great 
intimacy,'  and  were  often  together,  and  Tracey  often  im¬ 
portuned  her  to  rob  one  or  other  ;  and  (he  being  in  that 
way  of  bufinefs  already  mentioned  in  the  Temple,  and  hav¬ 
ing  ferved  the  deceafed,  Mrs.  Dimcomb,  fome  time  before 
Chridmas  lad ;  Tracey  often  preffed  upon  her  to  rob  her 
old  mi  it  refs,  who  file  knew  never  wanted  a  confiderable 
ifum  of  money,  and  had  feveral  valuable  goods  in  the  houfe.— — 
She  was  not  averfe  to  this  propofal,  but  hefitating  upon  it, 
file  laid,  She  fhould  be  taken  and  hanged  for  the  fame,  and* 
that  it  was  impoflible  for  her  to  do  it  without  the  adidance 
of  fome  others.  Upon  this,  Tracey  named  the  two  brothers 
Thomas  and  James  Alexander,  with  whom  die  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  about  a  year  before ;  at  lad  Sarah  was  prevailed 
upon  to  content,  and  all  the  four  meeting  together,  they 
concerted  their  wicked  plot,  and  put  it  in  execution,  as  is 
too  well  known.  On  Sunday  the  twenty-eighth  of  January 
lad,  the  Sunday  before  the  murder  was  committed,  fhe  met 
witn  I  racey,  and  treated  her  with  coffee  in  her  mader’s 
chambers,  for  he  was  out  of  town,  and  there  the  whole  of 
their  convention  run  upon  the  robbing  Mrs  Duncomb’s 
chambers,  which  they  agreed  to  do  either  upon  that  or 
the  following  week  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  getting  the 
two  Alexanders  to  engage  and  concur  with  them,  they  put 
their  dehgn  in  execution  upon  Saturday  night,  or  Sunday 
morning  enfuing,  which  happened  to  be  upon  the  fourth  day 
of  February  lad;  when  pretty  late  at  night  they  all  met  ac¬ 
cording  to  appointment  °  and  Sarah  got  James  Alexan¬ 
der,  the  younger  of  the  two  brothers,  conveyed  into  the 
Chambers,  where  he  hid  himfeif  under  a  bed,  until  Mrs 
2  '  '  ‘‘  Dnncomb, 
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Duncomb,  and  her  old  and  yo>mg  maid  were  compofed  to 
reft,  and  then  about  two  in  the  morning,  James  opened 
the  door  and  let  in  Mrs.  Tracey  and  Thomas  Alexander  into 
the  chambers,  while  Sarah  Malcolm  herfelf  waited  upon 
the  ftairs  to  take  notice,  that  nobody  v  fhould  come  to 'in¬ 
terrupt  them  in  their  villainous  defign. - She  infilled  (hd 

knew  nothing  of  any  defign  of  murder,  and  {he  doubted, 
if  they  really  had  any  fuch  intentions,  and  that  the  oc¬ 
ean  on  of  it  muft  be  accidental  ;  after  they  found  fome  of 
them  awake,  fearing  a  difeovery,  or,  if  any  noife  Were  made, 
that  they  {hould  be  apprehended  in  the  faeft;  the  d-v-1  con¬ 
curring  with  their  own  wicked  minds,  employed  about 
fuch  monftrous  works  of  darknefs,  they  then  proceeded  in 
a  hurry  to  the  utmoft  height  of  wickednefs,  to  murder 
three  innocent  perfons,  the  good  old  lady  madam  Duncomb^ 
and  her  two  fervants,  Elizabeth  Harrilon,  and  the  young 
maid,  Ann  Price,  who  was  lately  come  into  the  fervice  ; 
and  this  they  did  in  a  very  barbarous  manner,  by  cutting 
the  throat  of  the  maid,  Ann  Price,  from  ear  to  ear,  af¬ 
ter  fhe  had  made  no  fmall  ftruggle  for  her  life  ;  and  by 
ftrangling  the  old  gentlewoman  and  her  antient  maid,  who 
were  both  fick,  and  could  not  make  much  oppofition, 
with  a  fmall  cord  ;  and  all  the  three  they  left  in  this  piti¬ 
ful  condition  lying  upon  their  own  beds,  and  in  different 
rooms. 

Sarah  affirmed,  that  fhe  knew  nothing  at*  all  this,  til! 
about  two  o’clock  that  Sunday  afternoon,  about  which 

time  the  murderers  were  firft  discovered. — - -Upon  which 

they  immediately  proceeded  to  the  plundering  and  rifling  the 
houfe,  out  of  which,  as  fhe  faid,  they  took  to  the  value  of 
three  hundred  pounds  in  money,  befides  feveral  other  fmall 
things  ;  and  then  they  immediately  came  out  with  the  rewards 
of  iniquity  in  their  hands,  and  divided  the  plunder  pretty 
equally  among  the  four,  under  a  lamp  in  the  Temple.  I  ob= 
je6ted  to  her  that  there  was  not  time  to  divide  fuch  a  fum  of 
money  equally  among  four,  and  that  under  a  lamp^  for  they 
might  be  difeovered  :  then  flue  alledged,  that  they  had  made 
their  divifions  in  the  chambers,  and  came  down  in  hafte,  and 
threw  above  fifty  pounds  value,  and  the  tankard  in  her  lap, 
and  then  left  her  abruptly,  without  telling  her  any  thing  of 
the  murder,  only  that  they  had  gagged  all  the  three,  as  had 
been  formerly  agreecf  upon  before  the  execution  of  their  moft 
mifehievous  and  wicked  plot:  and  this  (he  always  held  by, 
though  with  a  fmall  variation  :  I  told  her  that  certainly  fhe 
was  guilty  of  the  indi£lment,  thus  far,  that  fhe  was  one  of 
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the  principal  perfons  in  laying  the  whole  fchejne  of  robbing 
the  chambers ;  that  foe  introduced  them  to  the  chamber,  and 
watched  while  they  went  in  with  a  defign  to  gagg  them  ;  and 
then  that  foe  was  a  partaker  of  the  fpoil  ;  which  makes  her 
accefTary,  and  confequently  a  principal  perfon,  both  in  the 
murders  and  robbery  :  but  how  to  judge  upon  the  other  three 
unlucky  perfons  whom  foe  blamed,  and  who  are  Hill  detained 
upon  the  fame  account,  we  muft  refer  the  determination 
thereof  to  divine  Providence,  which,  in  mo  ft  cafes,  brings  to 
light  fuch  hidden  works  of  darknefs.  I  endeavoured  what  I 
could  to  bring  her  to  a  plain  confeffion  of  her  fins,  but  foe 
always’ denied  that  fhe  was  concerned  in  adftually  imbruing  her 
hands  in  the  blood  of  thefe  three  innocent  perfons  ;  alledging 
Hill  that  ftie  knew  nothing  of  any  previous  defign,  nor  any 
thing  of  the  murderers  till  Sunday  the  fourth  of  February, 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

On  Sunday  the  fifth  of  March,  when  1  preached  upon  the 
fubjedf  of  murder  in  the  forenoon,  when  I  mentioned  feveral 
examples  of  God’s  vengeance  upon  murderers,  infifting  upon 
the  cafe  of  Cain’s  murdering  his  righteous  brother  Abel,  foe 
wept  and  cried  mo  ft  bitterly  ;  but  whether  for  the  fear  of 
death,  or  the  foame  fhe  was  to  be  expofed  to,  or  the  remoife 
of  her  confcience  upon  account  of  her  being  really  guilty  of 
murder,  and  a  due  fenfe  of  her  guilt,  is  what  we  cannot  de¬ 
cide,  and  leave  the  fame  to  the  heart-fearching  God,  wh© 
knows  all  things. 

The  Manner  cf  her  Behaviour  after  foe  was  committed . 

As  foon  as  foe  entered  Newgate  foe  cried  cut,  I  am  a  dead 
woman.  She  was  conveyed  to  the  old  Condemned-hold,  as 
the  moft  proper  place  for  fecuring  her,  and  there  a  perfon  was 
appointed  to  watch  her,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  foe  intended 
to  take  away  her  own  life.  T  hefe  fears  were  occafioned  from, 
her  appearing  to  be  exceedingly  ill  and  out  of  order,  her  fick 
fits  fucceeded  by  vomitings  of  clotted  blood,-  and  her  perfift- 
ing  during  thefe  extraordinary  ails  not  to  take  any  thing  which 
might  comfort  or  even  fupport  nature  :  but  Mr.  Snowd,  a 
furgeon,  after  examining  into  her  cafe,  declaring  his  opinion 
that  her  illnefs  might  be  occafioned  by  a  preternatural  hurry 
of  fpirits,  and  was  not  dangerous  :  however  foe  would  fo mu¬ 
tinies  fall  into  ftrange  agonies,  rolling  her  eyes,  clinching 
her  hands,  &c.  particularly  once,  when  a  gentleman  who 

had 
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had  been  her  matter  came  to  fee  her,  (he  fell  into  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  diforder,  grafping  the  keeper’s  legs,  fo  as  fcarce 
to  be  got  from  him  :  when  {he  came  to  herfeif,  all  the  rea- 
fon  {he  attigned  was,  that  {he  could  not  endure  to  fee  any  of 
her  acquaintance. 

When  fhe  was  informed  that  Mary  Tracey  and  the  two 
Alexanders  were  feized,  {he  appeared  pleafed,  and  fmiled, 
faying  with  feeming'fatisfa&ion,  I  {hall  die  now  with  plea- 

fure,  fince  the  murderers  are  taken.— - When  the  boys 

and  the  woman  were  {hewn  to  her,  that  {he  might  fee  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  the  perfons  whom  {he  accufed,  {he  im¬ 
mediately  faid,  ay,  thefe  are  the  perfons  who  committed 
the  murder.^  And  faid  to  Mary  Tracey,  you  know  this  to 
be  true,  which  fhe  pronounced  with  a  boldnefs  which  fur- 
prifed  all 'the  fpe&ators.  Then  turning  to  her  again,  and 
faid,  SoMary,  fee  what  you  have  brought  me  to;  it  is 
through  you  and  the  two  Alexanders,  that  I  am  brought  to 
this  {hame,  and  mutt  die  for  it;  you  all  promifed  me  you 
would  do  no  murder,  but  to  my  great  furprize  I  found  the 
contrary. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  came  to  fee  her  in  the  Prefs-Yard, 
importuning  her  to  make  a  frank  difcovery  of  the  murder* 
(he  anfwered  with  fome  heat.  After  I  have  been  fome  time 

laid  in  my  grave  it  will  be  found  out.- - Some  people  of 

fattiion  afking  her,  if  fhe  was  fettled  in  her  mind,  and  re- 
foived  to  maxe  no  further  confeffion,  fee  faid,  that  as  fee 
was  not  concerned  in  the  murder,  fee  hoped  that  God  would 
accept  her  life  as  a  fatisfa&ion  for  her  manifold  fins. 

On  Sunday  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  feme 
people  were  with  her  in  her  room,  fee  fell  into  a  grievous 
agony,  which  lafted  for  feme  time  with  all  imaginable 
hgns  of  terror  and  fright ;  one  of  the  keepers  coming  m 
faid,  Sarah,  what  is  the  matter  ?  What  has  happened  to  put 
you  in  this  diforder  ?  She  pretended  it  was  occafioned  by  her 
being  told  at  chapel  that  fee  was  to  be  hanged  in  Fleet- 
hreet  among  all  her  acquaintance,  which  fee  faid  gave  her 
inexprettible  pain  !  the  keeper  replied,  I  am  afraid,  Sarah, 
this  is  not  the  truth;  when  the  dead-warrant  came  down 
1  acquainted  you  that  you  were  to  die  there,  fo  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  foould  furprife  you  fo  much  now.  Take  my  ad¬ 
vice,  make  a  full  confettion,  and  you  will  fled  your  mind 
much  eafier :  to  this  fee  faid  not  a  word. 

When  the  bell-man  came  into  Newgate  to  give  notice  to 
ibe  prifoners  who  were  to  die  on  Monday,  fomebody  called 
0  oaiah  Malcolm,  and  bid  hejr  mind  what  he  faid,  ttie,  look.- 
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ingout  of  her  window,  an  (we  red,  that  fhe  did,  and  as  focn 
as  he  had  done,  faid.  Do  you  hear  Mr.  Bell-man,  call  for  a 
pint  of  wine,  and  I  will  throw  you  a  fhilling  to  pay  for  it, 
which  fhe  did  accordingly. 

Sunday  night  about  ten  o’clock  fhe  called  to  Chambers, 
one  of  the  prisoners  who  were  to  die  the  next  day,  and 
who  was  in  a  cell  over-againft  her  window ;  fhe  bid  him 
be  of  good  comfort,  and  afked  him  if  fhe  fhould  pray  along 
with  him,  he  anfwered,  Do  Sarah  with  all  our  hearts  ;  up¬ 
on  which  fhe  began  to  pray  very  fervently,  and  continued  to 
do  fo  for  the  beft  part  of  the  night,  until  all  her  candles 
were  burnt  out ;  then  fhe  exhorted  them  not  to  to  go  bleep, 
but  to  pray  to  God  to  forgive  them  their  paft  offences  : 
your  time,  added  fhe,  is  fhort  as  well  as  mine,  and  I  wifh 
I  were  to  go  with  you  :  as  to  the  ignominy  of  your  fate, 
let  not  that  trouble  you,  none  but  the  vulgar  will  refledt  ei¬ 
ther  on  you  or  your  relations  ;  good  fathers  may  have  un-^ 
happy  children  ;  and  pious  children  may  have  had  unworthy 
parents;  neither  are  anfwerable  for  the  other:  as  to  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  our  death,  confider  we  have  had  time  to  call  for 
mercy  ;  having  finifhed  her  fpeech  to  thefe  her  unhappy  com¬ 
panions,  fhe  fhut  her  window,  and  laid  herfelf  down  on  her 
bed. 


The  following  extraordinary  Letter  was  fent  to  her  fome  few 

Days  before  her  Execution . 

Dear  fifter  in  God, 

T  SHALL  not  fay  much  as  to  your  prefent  unhappy  circuro- 
flances,  becaufe  I  am  not  certain  they  are  fo,  and  yet  I 
cannot  help  faying,  that  I  am  concerned  to  hear  fo  many  vile 
hereticks  reproach  you  for  being  guilty  of  a  crime,  far  iefs  than 
they  themfelves  live  in  the  continual  pra&ice  of:  I  do  allure 
you,  that  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  are  not  wanting  for  the 
delivery  of  you  out  of  your  trouble,  but  as  it  hath  pleafed  al¬ 
mighty  God  to  call  you  out  of  the  world  in  the  manner  you 
are  now  acquainted  with,  I  hope  you  will  fubmit  to  it,  as  be¬ 
comes  a  true  Catholic  Chriftian  ;  and  as  it  is  ordered  you  mufl 
die,  the  manner  of  it  is  not  worth  your  concern,  whether 
you  are  feen  by  ten,  or  ten  thoufand  people,  nor  can  it  make 
any  alteration  in  your  cafe,  whether  they  all  cry  for  you,  or 
againft  you  ;  fince  it  is  no  more  in  their  power  to  fave  you 
from  the  power  of  the  law,  than,  it  is  to  aggravate  the 

punifhment 
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puni foment  of  it.  And  as  to  the  place  where  you  fuffer,  tho* 
It  may  pleafe  your  enemies,  it  cannot  in  the  leaft  add  to  your 
affli&ions,  when  you  confider  who  it  is  that  has  the  dire&ion 
of  all  events,  and  that  his  defigns  are  not  to  be  fruftrated  by 
any,  and  that  he  may  with  the  fame  juftice  demand  your  life, 
by  the  hand  of  ordinary  juftice,  as  he  did  others  by  the 
means  fo  much  complained  of,  and  Laid  by  feme  to  be  fo  great 
an  evil  that  deferves  eternal  damnation  :  but,  were&  the 
queftion  ferioufly  afked  them,  why  the  taking  away  life  is 
an  evil,  and  the  preferving  it  a  good  ;  I  am  apt  to  think  I 
foould  meet  with  no  better  anfwer  than  that  they  think  fo  ; 
not  confidering  that  God  dire&s  all  events,  and  that  he  doth 
not  .<_e  -S  men  fee,  nor  judge  as  men  judge,  but  can  bring 
about  the  greateft  good,  by  means  of  the  greateft  Teeming 
evils ;  nor  in  the  prefent  cafe  without  fome  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  this,  as  the  Old-Bailey  could,  and  Newgate  now 

can  tefhfy;  but  to  fay  no  more  on  this  head _ l  foall 

conclude  with  fome  few  words  of  advice  to  you,  and  fo 
cruft  that  God,  who  is  able,  will  abundantly  recompence 
all  ^  your  fufferings  if  you  continue  ftedfaft  in  the  true 
faim  :  ana  firft  of  all  let  not  any  concern  about  the  things 
of  this  life  meet  with  any  place  in  your  heart,  doubt  not 
u\  the  leaft  of  your  welfare  in  the  next ;  but  firmly  truft, 
that  he  who  has  made  you  an  inftrument  of  bringing  about  his 
purpofe,  will  as  certainly  reward  you,  if  you  truft  in  him ; 
notwithftanding  fo  many  unthinking  wretches  are  for  fending 
you  to  hell  for  being  the  inftrument  of  fending  a  few  poor 
fouls  to  heaven  a  little  before  their  time,  and  that  too  for 
what  they  knowwvas  not  in  your  power  to  help  :  but  what  is 
moft  to  be  lamented  in  your  prefent  fufferings  is,  that  you  are 
daily  perfecuted  by  that  ignorant  heretick,  and  moft  Ordinary 
of  Ordinaries,  whofe  godlinefs  is  gain  and  filthy  lucre,  who 
under  pretence  of  giving  faving  knowledge,  is  endeavouring 
to  extort  falfe  confeftions,  &c.  and  fince  you  have  already 
declared  what  you  fay  is  truth  in  relation  to  the  faft  charged 
upon  you,  I  hope  none  will  prevail  on  you  to  fay  otherwife  ;  fo 
/ecommending  myfelf  your  faithful  friend,  always  in  prayer 
for  you  till  death. 


Kenfington,  March 

2(i>  *732-  MORGAN  MACCAY. 
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'The  following  Letter  was  written  by  the  before-mentioned  Sarah 

Malcolm. 

S  I  R, 

OU  cannot  but  know  that  fadnefs  is  the  rack  of  an 
-1  afflidfion  not  to  be  exprefled,  a  judgment  more  pre¬ 
judicial  than  the  worft  revenge  from  an  enemy’s  hand  ;  it  is 
like  a  venomous  worm,  which  not  only  confumes  the  body,  but 
eats  into  the  very  foul :  it  is  a  moth  that  feeds  on  the  very 
marrow  and  vitals,  a  perpetual  executioner,  torturing  the 
foul,  and  exhaufting  her  fpirits-  So,  Sir,  if  confcience  has 
touched  you,  it  muff  certainly  leave  fadnefs  on  your  fpirits ; 
and  as  it  behoves  every  one  at  their  la  ft  hour  to  die  in  peace 
with  God  and  all  the  world,  I  freely  forgive  you  and  all  the 
world. 

r 

Feb.  26,  SARAH  MALCOLM. 

J733* 

At  the  place  of  execution,  {he  appeared  at  firft  pretty 
ferene  and  calm,  reading  in  a  book  ;  and  as  I  went  to 
wait  upon  her  in  her  laft  moments,  another  gentleman  was 
there  alfo,  who  came  to  officiate  upon  that  occafion,  as  I 
alfo  deiired  him  very  earneftly  to  do,  but  this  requeft  he 
would  by  no  means  comply  with  ;  and  then,  as  bound  in 
duty,  I  prayed  for  her,  and  {he  in  appearance  was  very  fu¬ 
rious  in  complying  with  the  devotion,  but  fhe  could  not 
welLcompofe  herfelf,  and  cried  moft  bitterly,  and  poured 
out  a  hood  of  tears  all  the  time  :  when  prayers  were  near 
over,  I  afked  if  {he  would  have  a  pfalm  fung,  as  they  com¬ 
monly  defire,  but  this  {lie  refufed  ;  and  then  as  I  was  con¬ 
cluding  the  prayers,  and  recommending  her  foul  to  almighty 
God,  at  the  point  of  death,  {he  fainted  away,  and  was  a  good 
while  before  {he  recovered.  What  I  here  deliver  to  Mr. 
Applebee  to  publifh,  is  the  fubftance  of  her  own  words,  and 
folemn  declarations  to  me,  upon  the  fincerity,  as  {he  at  leaft 
pretended,  of  a  dying  woman,  and  of  one  who  was  imme¬ 
diately  to  appear  before,  and  anfwer  at  the  tribunal  of  the 
great  God  :  if  there  be  any  thing  contradidfory,  or  what 
may  feem  difingenuous  on  this  account,  it  is  owing  to  the  un¬ 
happy  temper  of  this  unfortunate  wretch3  Sarah  Malcolm, 

who 
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who  often  varied  in  her  declarations  concerning  this  barbar¬ 
ous  murder ;  but  this  may  be  depended  upon,  that  I  have 
here  delivered  my  fentiments  as  comprehenfive  to  the  world  as 
the  cafe  of  this  unfortunate  woman  would  permit  me. 

Juft  before  the  cart  drew  away  fhe  looked  towards  the 
Temple,  and  cried  out,  Oh  !  my  matter,  my  matter  !  I  with 
I  could  fee  him  ;  and  then  looking  up  to  heaven  often  cried. 
Lord  have  mercy  on  me.  Lord  receive  my  fpiric,  and  then 
the  cart  withdrew. 

She  was  executed  on  Wednefday,  the  7th  of  March  1733? 
in  Fleet-ffreet,  near  Fetter-lane. 
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\\7  HiLI  AM  GORDON,  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Wettmintter, 
was  ind idled  for  affaulting  brands  Peters,  geht.  on  the 
highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  ha t, 
with  a  crape  hat-band,  value  five  (hillings;  a  wig,  value  forty 
(hillings ;  a  filver  watch,  value  four  pounds ;  a  gold  ring, 
value  fifteen  (hillings ;  and  twelve  (hillings  in  money,  Fe¬ 
bruary  26. 

At  the  prifoner’s  prayer,  the  witnefles  were  examined  a- 
part. 

Mr.  Peters.  On  the  twenty-fixth  of  February,  near  eight 
at  night,  I  and  my  daughter  were  returning  from  Kenfington 
in  a  hackney-coach  ;  the  wooden  {flutters  of  the  coach-doors 
were  drawn  up  clofe ;  a  little  on  this  fide  of  Knightfbridge, 
fomebody  tapped  at  one  of  the  wooden  (butters,  and  my 
daughter  let  it  down,  when  prefently  a  man  on  horfebaclc  puc 
fomething  into  the  coach,  I  (uppofe  it  was  a  piflol,  and  (aid. 
Deliver  your  money  !  I  took  out  fome  money,  I  guefs  it 
might  be  about  twelve  (hillings,  and  gave  him.  He  then  (aid. 
Give  me  your  hand,  which  I  did,  and  he  pulled  off  my  ring. 
It  was  a  mourning  ring,  I  had  it  made  with  feveral  others  of 
the  fame  kind  on  the  death  of  my  uncle  ;  the  infcription  was, 
Dan.  Brown,  ob.  22  May,  J732,  iFt.  80.  He  afked  for 
my  fword  ;  I  told  him  I  had  none  ;  Then  give  me  your 
watch,  fays  he.  I  pulled  my  watch  out,  and  in  pulling,  the 
lb  C  c  chain 
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chain  flipped  off.  I  gave  the  chain  to  my  daughter,  and  the 
watch  to  the  prifoner.  Whether  it  was  after  I  had  given  him 
my  watch,  or  before,  1  cannot  be  certain,  but  he  fnatched 
off  my  hat  and  wig.  I  expoftulated  with  him  on  that  oc- 

cafion - 1  told  him  it  was  very  unufual  for  men  of  his 

profeflion  to  take  fuch  things,  and  that  it  being  very  cold, 
it  might  endanger  my  health.  He  fwore  plentifully,  gave 
me  a  great  deal  of  opprobrious  language,  and  told  me  that  he 
would  take  all  he  could  get.  While  we  were  in  this  debate* 
a  man  came  from  the  caufe-way  with  a  candle  and  lanthorn, 
upon  which  the  highwayman  rode  off.  The  man  with  the 
lanthorn  followed,  and  alarmed  the  neighbourhood,  and  my 
fervant,  Tho.  Watts,  who  was  behind  the  coach,  got  down 
and  went  after  them,  but  returned  before  the  prifoner  was  ap-' 
prehended.  I  tied  a  handkerchief  about  my  head,  and  the 
coachman  drove  on.  Next  morning,  being  Tuefday,  I  fent 
for  Mr.  Delander,  who  made  my  watch,  to  have  it  advertifed. 
He  went  home  to  look  for  the  number,  and  brought  me 
word,  that  the  prifoner  was  taken  at  Knightibridge.  I  have 
a  friend  there,  major  Aldy,  who  is  a  juftice  of  the  peace.  I 
fent  my  man  that  way  to  enquire  if  any  of  my  goods  were 
found  upon  the  prifoner ;  my  man  went  to  the  major,  who 
fent  me  word  of  the  particulars,  and  that  he  could  not  detain 
the  prifoner  without  my  evidence.  I  took  horfe,  and  went 
thither  that  afternoon.  Mr.  Aldy  (hewed  me  thefe  goods. 
This  is  the  watch  :  I  have  reafon  to  know  it,  for  I  have  had 
it  thefe  twenty  years.  The  fwivei  is  broken  off,  and  here  is 
my  name  F.  P.  in  a  cypher,  engraven  on  the  back  of  the 
cafe.  This  is  the  wig,  it  is  fealed  with  black  wax,  it  is  my 
daughter's  feal,  with  my  coat  of  arms  in  a  lozenge,  this,  with 
as  much  certainty  as  is  poffible,  I  believe  to  be  mine  ;  and  this 
is  the  ring,  which  I  verily  believe  is  mine  too.  Here  is  the  in- 
feription  on  it,  which  I  mentioned  before,  though  indeed 
I  gave  away  feveral  of  the  fame  fort  upon  my  uncle’s  death  $ 
but  they  were  all  made  fit  for  the  perfons  they  were  defigned 
for,  and  this  fits  me  exactly.  Mr.  Aldy  told  me  the  prifoner 
was  in  the  round-houfe,  and  afked  me  if  I  would  have  him 
fent  for,  but  I  chofe  to  go  to  him.  There  is  an  inner  room 
'  in  the  round-houfe,  in  which  the  prifoner  was  locked  up.  I 
told  him  he  had  ufed  me  hardly  in  taking  my  hat  and  wig.— 
He  faid  he  had  no  remembrance  of  it,  but  he  was  forry - - 

Court .  What  did  he  fay  he  was  forry  for  ? 

Mr.  Peters .  He  did  not  fay  for  what,  but  only  that  he 
was  forry.  I  told  him  I  did  not  expedt  him  to  make  a  con- 
feffion  to  me.  As  near  as  I  can  guefs,  he  at  that  time  had 
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on  the  fame  kind  of  habit  as  the  perfon  had  who  robbed  me  * 
and  I  thought  him  much  of  the  fame  bulk  and  fize,  being  a 
very  luily  tall  man,  though  I  am  the  lefs  certain  as  to  that, 
becaufe  he  that  robbed  me  was  on  horfeback,  and  I  could  not 
fo  well  determine  as  to  his  height:  and,  as  it  was  near  eight  at 
night,  it  was  too  dark  for  me  to  diilinguiih  his  perfon,  or  the 
colour  of  his  cloaths,  though  when  the  lanthorn  came,  the 
glimpfe  of  the  candle  gave  a  better  obfervation,  but  not 
enough  to  enable  me  to  be  pofitive. 

Prifoner .  When  the  gentleman  came  to  me  in  the  round* 
boufe,  he  faid  that  I  was  the  man  ;  upon  which  I  told  him, 
if  I  was,  I  was  forry  for  it. 

Court.  The  gentleman  fpeaks  very  fair,  he  does  not  fwear 
that  you  faid  you  was  forry  you  had  robbed  him,  but  only  that 
you  was  forry. 

Thomas  Jftatts.  I  was  behind  the  coach  when  my  mailer 
was  robbed ;  it  was  about  eight  o’clock  on  Monday  night, 
betwixt  Knightfbridge  and  the  Park-Gate.  I  believe  the  pri¬ 
foner  to  be  the  man  ;  I  could  diflinguifh  his  perfon  by  the 
light  of  the  lanthorn  ;  he  had  a  whitifh  great  coat  on  ;  he 
bid  the  coachman  fland,  and  then  went  to  the  window,  and 
bid  them  open  it.  Then  he  faid,  Give  me  your  money  ; 
which  I  fuppofe  was  done,  becaufe  I  heard  him  fay,  Is  this  all  ? 
then  he  faid,  Give  me  your  fword ;  my  miilrefs  anfwered. 
My  father  has  none.  And  then  he  afked  for  my  mailer’s 
watch  and  ring,  and  I  believe  they  were  delivered  to  him, 
but  I  don’t  know  for  certain  :  and  about  that  time  I  faw  him 
make  a  motion  with  his  hand  in  the  coach,  and  he  brought 

.  O 

out  my  mailer’s  hat  and  wig.  A  man  coming  along  with  a 
lanthorn,  I  beckoned,  and  fpoke  to  him  foftly.  He  came  to¬ 
wards  me,  and  I  jumped  down,  and  told  him,  that  a  high¬ 
wayman  was  robbing  my  mailer  ;  the  light  coming  up,  the 
prifoner  turned  his  horfe  and  rode  towards  Knightfbridge. 
That  is  the  man,  fays  I  ;  and  fo  I  and  the  other  man  fol¬ 
lowed  and  alarmed  the  people;  but  the  prifoner  was  not  then 
taken.  So  I  came  back,  and  found  my  mailer  with  a  hand¬ 
kerchief  on  his  head.  Next  morning  my  mailer  fent  me  to 
Newgate,  to  fee  if  any  fuch  perfon  was  come  in.  I  heard  of 
none  there,  and  then  1  went  to  the  Gate-houfe,  and  there  was 
none  there  neither  ;  but  going  towards  Kenfington,  I  called 
at  the  Sun  ale  houfe,  where  I  heard  that  fuch  a  man  was 
taken,  and  coming  back  1  faw  the  prifoner  going  from  the 
round-houfe  to  the  juilice’s.  The  juflice  gave  me  a  note  to 
my  mailer,  to  defire  him  to  come  and  fee  the  prifoner  in  the 
aLernoon,  and  my  mailer  went. 

C  c  2  Henry 
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Henry  Spence y.  As  I  was  coming  home  from  London 
with  my  lanthorn,  I  faw  a  coach  Handing  in  the  road,  and  the 
footmart  behind  beckoned  to  me.  I  went  towards  him,  and 
faid,  What  do  you  want,  hcneff  friend  ?  He  made  me  no  an¬ 
swer  juft  then,  but  prefently  fuch  a  man  as  the  prifoner  is  for 
bulk  brufhed  by  me.  He  was  in  a  white  rug  Coat,  he  had 
iome  thing  in  his  hand,  which  I  guefs  was  a  piftol :  I  ftruck  at 
him,  and  cried  out,  Stop  highwayman!  the  town  was  alarmed, 
but  nobody  (lopped  him. 

Court .  How  fo  ? 

Spencely.  Becatife  I  fuppofe  they  did  not  dare  to  do  it. 
I  followed  him,  and  Mr.  Peters’s  man  came  after  me,  ex¬ 
pecting  the  highwayman  had  been  taken  ;  but  finding  that  he 
was  not,  he  returned  to  his  mafter,  and  I  continued  my  pum 
fuitaill  I  came  to  the  Halfwav-houfe,  betwixt  Kenfington  and 
Knightfbric'ge,  and  looking  through  the  window,  I  faw  the 
prifoner  fitting  on  horfeback  in  the  kitchen. 

Court .  On  horfeback  in  the  kitchen  ?  Was  the  door  high 
enough  for  him  to  ride  in  ? 

Spencely.  Yes,  I  faw  he  was  fuch  a  man  as  I  had  feen 
at  the  coach-fide  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before,  that  was 
at  about  eight  o’clock,  and  this  was  at  about  a  quarter  paft 
eight.  I  would  have  gone  in  and  taken  him  direCtly,  but  two 
women  who  were  with  me,  and  faw  him  fitting  upon  the 
houfe— the  horfe  I  would  fay: — as  well  as  I,  would  not  let  me. 
Says  I,  There’s  a  highwayman,  by  G— d  !  (I  beg  your  lord- 
(hip’s  pardon)  and  I’ll  go  and  pluck  him  off  his  horfe,  for  I 
was  a  man  fufficient  to  do  it  without  any  affiffance,  but  as  I 
faid,  the  two  women  would  not  let  me.  They  begged  me 
not  to  venture,  for,  faid  they,  If  you  ftiould  be  murdered, 
we  (hall  not  bear  to  fee  your  wife.  Though  I  had  certainly 
done  it  neverthelefs,  if  he  had  been  alone  ;  but  befides  the 
prifoner,  I  faw  the  landlord  there,  and  a  woman,  and  a  fol- 
dier,  and  the  houfe  was  a  houfe  of  ill  repute.  So  I  proceeded 
to  get  more  help,  and  met  the  Kenfington  ftage-coach  with 
fome  men  in  it,  and  defired  them  to  aftift,  but  they  refufed. 
Then  I  went  to  Mr.  Swinnow’s,  where  the  two  young  wo¬ 
men,  who  went  forward  while  I  flopped  to  fpeak  with  the 

Kenfington  coach,  were  got  before  me. - There  I  found 

Henry  Cor,  ifh,  and  he  agreed  to  go  with  me.  We  went 
back  to  the  Halfway- houfe,  but  the  prifoner  was  not  then  in 
the  kitchen. 

Mr.  P tiers.  When  you  faw  the  prifoner  through  the  win-> 
dow,  had  he  one  or  two  hats  on  ? 

5  G' 
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Spencely .  I  cannot  fay  as  to  that ;  but  not  feeing  him  in 
the  kitchen  when  I  came  back,  I  afked  the  landlord  if  fuch 
a  man  had  not  been  there  ?  He  did  not  anfwer  me  readily, 
which  made  me  fufpedl  the  prifoner  was  concealed  in  the 
houfe  ;  but  at  Jaft  he  laid,  fuch  a  man  had  been  there,  but  h* 
was  gone.  I  told  him  that  gentleman  was  my  friend,  and  I 
Should  be  glad  to  drink  with  him.  My  landlord  made  me  no 
anfwer,  and  I  finding  that  the  pretence  I  made  would  fignify* 
nothing,  I  told  him  that  that  man  was  a  highwayman,  that  I 
had  feen  him  through  the  window  but  a  little  while  ago,  and 
that  I  had  been  to ‘get  affiftance  to  take  him.  Prefently  a 
man  came  to  the  door,  and  cried,  Hollo  !  fomebody  faid. 
That’s  he.  I  was  juft  going  to  ftep  out,  but  my  landlord 
pufhed  out  before  me  and  feized  him  firft  :  I  followed  diredtly, 
and  others  after  me,  and  then  my  landlord  pulled  him  off  the 
borfe. 

Court.  Did  he  make  any  refiftance  ? 

Spencely.  After  we  had  feized  him,  he  dragged  us,  I  be- 
h^fve,  a  matter  of  eighteen  or  twenty  yards  before  we  could 
get  him  down,  and  he  ftruggled  a  little  upon  the  ground,  but 
1  believe  that  was  rather  to  make  away  with  what  he  had 
^bout  him,  than  upon  any  other  account. 

Court.  What  cloaths  had  he  on  at  that  time  ? 

Spencely.  A  dark  wig,  a  light  rug  coat,  with  a  red  coat  un¬ 
der  it. 

Prifoner .  Was  I  drunk  or  fober  ? 

Spencely.  He  was  feemingly  very  fober.  We  brought  him 
into  the  houfe  and  fearched  him.  I  examined  his  right-hand 
coat-pocket,  and  took  out  a  handkerchief,  a  light  bob  wig, 
and  this  ivory  whittle ;  it  has  a  fingle  call  at  one  end,  and&a 
double  call  at  the  other.  You  fhall  hear  now— -here’s  the 
fingle  call,  [whiffles]  and  here’s  the  double  one,  [whittles 
again.] 

Mr.  Peters.  The  wig  that  Spencely  found,  was  not 
mine. 

Spencely.  While  we  were  fearching  him,  the  landlady 
feemed  to  take  the  prifoner’s  part ;  What  !  are  you  going  to 
rob  the  man  ?  fays  fhe.  He  is  a  fubftantial  inn-keeper,  and, 
as  he  is  a  gentleman,  ufe  him  like  one.  I  carried  him  before 
thejuftice  at  Knightfbridge,  and  there  the  things  that  were 
taken  from  him  by  feveral  perfons,  were  produced  and  put  in 
a  hat.  I  faw  there  was  a  mourning  ring  among  them  with 
the  name  of  Dan.  Brown  upon  it. 
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Mr.  Peters .  I  have  people  here  who  made  the  watch,  the 
ring,  the  hat,  and  the  wig,  if  your  lordfhip  pleafes  to  have 
them  called  now  ? 

Court .  No  ;  fix  them  firft  upon  the  prifoner.  Shew  that 
they  were  in  his  pollefiion  before  you  give  any  further  proof 
of  their  being  your  property. 

*— ■  ~~~  Arundel.  I  am  landlord  of  the  Haifway-houfe. 
On  Monday  the  twenty-fixth  of  February,  about  fix  at  night, 
the  prifoner  on  horfeback  called  at  my  door  for  a  mug  of  beer  ; 
he  drank,  and  did  not  flay  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  went 
away,  and  came  again  in  about  half  an  hour  more.  Then  he 
alighted  and  came  in  a-doors,  and  I  put  his  horfe  in  the  place 
where  I  brew  my  beer,  for  my  pigs  were  in  the  liable.  He 
called  for  a  quartern  of  brandy,  and  when  he  had  flaid  a  little 
while,  he  bid  me  bring  out  his  horfe,  which  I  did,  and  he 
mounted  and  rode  away.  It  was  then  feven  o’clock,  or  a 
little  after. 

Court .  Which  way  did  he  go  ? 

Arundel.  I  don’t  know. 

Mr.  Peters  Had  he  but  one  hat  on  then,  or  two  ? 

Arundel .  I  faw  but  one  hat.  He  came  a  third  time,  and 
called  at  the  door  for  a  mug  of  beer.  It  wanted  then  about 
ten  minutes  of  eight.  Weaefired  him  to  come  in,  as  people 
often  ride  into  our  kitchen.  He  did  fo,  and  had  another 
quartern  of  brandy,  and  would  have  had  a  third  quartern,  but 
I  did  not  care  for  drinking  any  more.  Then  he  rode  out 
again,  and  laid,  Now  for  London. 

Court.  Had  he  one  hat  or  two  when  he  called  this  third 
time  ? 

Arundel .  He  had  two  hats,  and  the  uppermoft  had  a  crape 
hat-band.  Prefently  after  he  was  gone,  Mr.  Dukes,  a  dis¬ 
tiller  of  Hammerfmith  came  in,  and  faid,  You  had  a  high* 
wTayman  drinking  here  juft  now.  I  don’t  know  what  he  was, 
fays  I,  but  he  paid  me  honeftly  for  what  he  had,  and  it  was 
no  bufinefs  of  mine  to  enquire  into  other  people’s  affairs ; 
though  if  1  had  known  as  much  before,  I  fhould  have  taken 
him  if  I  could.  Then  Spencely  came  in  and  faid,  a  highway¬ 
man  had  been  there  on  horfeback,  and  that  he  faw  him  through 
the  window,  but  was  afraid  to  come  in.  While  we  were 
jtalking,  the  prifoner  came  the  fourth  time  to  the  door,  and 
cried,  Haljo  !  I  went  to  the  door,  and  catched  him  faft  by 
the  arm,  and  faid,  1  take  you  on  fufpicion  of  being  a  high¬ 
way-man.  He  fnatched  his  arm  away,  and  I  catched  hold 
pf  the  lappet  of  his  great  coat.  He  made  off  eighteen  or 
f wenty  yards,  but  I  ftijl  hung  by  his  lappet,  though  I  could 
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tiot  have  held  much  longer ;  but  then  I  fetched  him  off  his 
horfe,  and  faid,  I  have  him  !  Spencely  I  believe  was  the  next 
man,  for  he  was  juft  by  at  the  door  when  I  came  out  ;  but  I 
think  no  man  was  anewft  me,  when  I  firft  feized  the  prifoner  ; 
then  he  was  fearched. 

Mr.  Peters .  Did  he  pull  out  a  watch  when  he  came  in 
with  the  two  hats  ? 

Arundel  Yes. 

Mr.  Peters .  Had  it  a  chain  ? 

Arundel  No,  it  was  a  filver  watch,  I  looked  on  it  to  fee 
the  hour. 

Court .  Is  that  the  watch  ? 

Arundel  It  was  about  this  fize,  but  I  can’t  fwear  to 
9  \ 
it. 

Prifoner.  Was  I  drunk  or  fober? 

Arundel  I  don’t  think  he  was  quite  fcber,  but  he  was 
thoroughly  merry  ;  for  if  a  man  is  capable  of  fitting  upon  his 
horfe,  I  can’t  think  he  can  be  faid  to  be  drunk. 

Sufan  Arundel  The  prifoner  was  three  times  at  my 
houfe  that  night,  but  I  never  faw  him  before.  I  took  notice 
of  him  by  his  coming  fo  often,  but  I  knew  nothing  of  him 
before. 

Court .  The  court  is  not  enquiring  bow  long  you  have 
known  him,  and  therefore  you  need  not  be  afraid  on  that 
account.  Did  you  obferve  whether  he  had  one  hat  or 
two  ? 7 

S,  Arundel  The  firft  time  he  came  into  the  houfe  he  had 
but  one  hat  ;  but  the  fecond  time  he  had  two. 

Court .  The  fecond  time  ? 

S.  Arundel  Yes,  the  fecond  time  he  came  into  the  houfe. 
He  was  in  the  houfe  but  twice,  for  the  firft  time  he  called  he 
only  came  to  the  door. 

Court .  Then  it  was  the  third  time  of  his  calling,  that 
you  faw  him  with  two  hats :  did  he  pull  out  a  watch 
then  ? 

S .  Arundel  Yes,  he  held  it  in  the  palm  of  his  hand  by 
the  fire -fide.  I  faid  it  was  eight  o’clock,  but  he  faid,  it  wanted 
ten  minutes. 

Court.  Had  it  a  chain  or  not  ? 

S .  Arundel  I  faw  no  chain. 

Court .  Was  it  a  filver  watch,  or  a  gold  one  ? 

S.  Arundel .  Silver.  T  hen  he  paid  and  went  away,  and 
prefently  Mr,  Dukes  came  from  Hammerfmith,  and  faid, 
we  had  a  highway-man  there  who  had  robbed  a  coach.  Upon 
which  1  faid  to  my  hufband,  My  dear,  if  he  comes  again 
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Hop  him :  after  that  there  came  in  five  or  fix  people  more, 
and  the  prifoner  came  a  fourth  time,  and  rid  to  the  door  as 
ufual  ;  fays  I,  My  dear,  that  is  the  man,  I  beg  you  would 
go  and  take  him.  And  with  that  my  hufband  went  out,  and 
the  people  followed,  and  I  heard  them  fay,  that  my  hufband 
pulled  the  prifoner  off*  his  horfe. 

Solomon  Powel.  I  was  called  out  of  my  houfe  by  a  young 
man  and  Henry  Corney,  to  aflift  in  taking  a  highway-man, 
and  after  he  was  taken  he  was  fearched  ;  I  did  not  fee  the 
things  taken  from  him,  but  when  we  came  before  the  juftice, 
they  were  put  in  a  hat,  and  I  faw  among  them  a  large  knife 
and  a  whittle,  and  fixteen  findings  and  three-pence  in  mo¬ 
ney. 

Plenry  Corney .  I  aflifted  in  taking  the  highway-man.— 
The  prifoner  is  the  fame  perfon  that  we  took.  I  faw  him 
fearched,  and  faw  a  wig,  a  large  knife,  a  whittle,  forae 
powder  and  ball,  and  fixteen  {hillings  and  three-pence  taken 
from  him. 

Court.  Any  thing  elfe  ? 

Corney .  Nothing  elfe. 

Court .  Recolledt. 

Corney.  Yes,  there  was  three  keys. 

Court .  Nothing  elfe  ? 

Corny .  No  \  the  wig  had  a  black  feal  in  it:  I  believe 
this  is  the  fame.  After  the  fearch  I  went  out  into  the  road  to 
the  place  where  he  was  taken,  and  there  I  found  two  hats 
one  in  another  ;  I  brought  them  in,  the  prifoner  owned  one 
of  them,  and  the  other  had  a  black  crape  hat-band.  I  found 
a  good  double  breafted  brown  cape  coat  too ;  but  the  pri¬ 
foner  did  not  own  it,  nor  did  any  body  elfe.  We  found  a 
loaded  piftol  too  near  the  fame  place,  this  is  the  fame  ; 
but  this  was  not  found  till  after  he  was  carried  to  the  round- 
houfe. 

Court.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  that  ring  ?  [a  ring  is 
fhewn  him,  he  looks  at  it,  and  returns  it.] 

Corney .  Yes,  I  remember  now,  that  this  mourning¬ 
ring  was  taken  out  of  his  breeches  pocket  at  the  Half- 
way-houfe.  This  is  the  very  fame,  I  am  fure  of  it  by  the 
name. 

Court.  Wh  at  name  ? 

Corney.  Name— name— let  me  fee— it  k— it  is— Daniel 
Brown. 

John  IVheeler.  I  was  called  to  aid  Spencely.  I  believe 
the  prifoner  is  the  fame  man  that  we  then  took  at  the 
Halfway-houfe.  He  was  fearched  there,  and  I  faw  a  large 

knife 
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knife,  two  keys  and  a  whittle,  and  fome  money  taken  from 
him- 

Court.  Any  thing  elfe  f 

Wheeler.  I  did  not  fee  any  more  taken  from  him  ;  buS 
there  was  a  wig  and  a  watch  produced. 

John  Gritton.'  Coming  from  Kenfington,  I  met  the  Ken- 
fington  ttage  coachman,  and  he  told  me,  a  highway-man 
had  robbed  a  coach,  and  was  gone  into  the  Halfway-houfe . 

1  went  thither,  and  called  for  a  mug  of  beer ;  by  and  by  the 
prifoner  came  to  the  door,  and  Hallo’d.  The  landlord  went 
out,  and  I  followed,  and  affitted.  The  landlord  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  ttruggled  on  the  ground  together  ;  but  in  about  five  mi¬ 
nutes  We  got  the  prifoner  into  the  houfe,  and  I  took  a  fifver 
watch  out  of  his  hand.  It  had  no  firing  nor  chain,  and  there 
was  a  cypher  on  the  back-fide.  This  is  the  watch  to  the  bed 
of  my  knowledge  :  I  kept  it  all  night  in  my  cuftody,  and  de¬ 
livered  it  to  the  juftice  next  day. 

Juftice  Aldy.  This  is  the  fame  watch  that  I  had  from  that 
Witnefs. 

GrittoHi  1  fearched  the  prifoner  further,  and  took  a  wig, 
With  a  black  feal  in  it,  out  of  his  coat  pocket.  I  believe  this 
to  be  the  fame.  I  gave  it  to  George  Lines,  who  delivered  it 
to  the  conftable  or  the  juttice.  The  prifoner  flood  frill,  and 
Was  eafy  while  we  fearched  him. 

George  Lines *  That  is  the  wig  that  was  taken  from  the 
prifoner  in  the  Halfway-houfe,  I  can  fwear  to  the  feal.  I 
delivered  it  to  Juftice  Aldy,  and  the  juftice  (gave  it  to  the  con- 
liable. 

Prifonet.  How  was  i  dreffed  l 

Lines .  You  had  a  black  wig,  a  light  coloured  great  coat$ 
and  a  red  coat  under  that. 

Prifoner.  Was  the  great  coat  cloth  l 

Lines.  'Yes. 

Court.  Are  you  fare  of  that  ?  Recollefl. 

Lines.  Yes,  it  was  cloth  to  the  befl  of  my  knowledge. 

William  Wichelow ,  conftable.  On  Monday  night,  the 
twenty-fixth  of  February,  the  beadle  told  me,  that  a  High¬ 
way-man  was  apprehended,  and  I  muft  come  and  take  him 
into  cuftody :  I  found  him  at  the  beadle’s  houfe,  from  whence  he 
was  carried  to  the  round-houfe,  and  next  morning  he  was  taken 
before  the  juftice.  Several  things  were  given  me  in  a  hat :  there 
was  a  whiffle  and  three  keys,  a  bag  with  fome  powder,  and  five 
bullets,  and  a  mourning  ring.  This  is  the  very  ring,  and  the 
juftice  gave  me  a  wig  that  was  delivered  to  him  by  George 
ifc  ~  D  d  Lines  : 
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Lines  :  this  is  the  wig,  I  have  kept  it  ever  fince  under  lock 
and  key. 

J.  Walker .  I  was  quartered  at  Mr.  Arnold's  [ Arundel's ] 
hcufe  where  the  prifoner  was  taken.  The  fecond  time  he 
came  into  the  houfe  he  had  two  hats  on,  and  the  top  hat  had  a 
mourning  hat-band.  He  afked  what  o’clock  it  was  :  fom em¬ 
body  faid  near  eight,  upon  which  he  pulled  out  a  watch  with¬ 
out  a  chain.  He  afked  how  far  it  was  to  Kenfington  ?  I  faid 
half  a  mile.  Then  he  faid,  he  would  go  to  London.  Soon 
after  he  was  gone,  Spencely  the  baker  came  in,  and  enquired 
for  hirn,  and  in  a  little  time  the  prifoner  rid  up  to  the  back¬ 
door,  and  called.  I  faw  him  through  the  window  :  I  afked 
him  what  he  would  have  ?  He  faid,  A  mug  of  beer,  foldier. 

I  went  into  the  back  parlour,  and  told  my  landlord.  Then 
I  went  out  firft,  and  took  hold  of  the  prifoner’s  horfe’s  bridle, 
and  then  my  landlord  came  out  and  feized  him.  Upon  which 
he  fpurred  his  horfe,  and  brok^  the  bridle  out  of  my  hand, 
and,  as  he  turned  about,  my  landlord  flipped  his  hand,  and 
catched  hold  of  the  lappet  of  the  prifoner’s  coat,  and  cried, 
I  have  him  !  the  prifoner  got  feven  or  eight  yards  from  the 
door,  and  then  we  fecured  him. 

Court.  Seven  or  eight  yards  ? 

Walker .  It  was  there  or  thereabouts,  I  won’t  fwear 
a  yard  or  two.  T  he  prifoner  was  brought  in,  I  faw  two 
wigs  taken  out  of  his  pocket.  This  wig  with  the  black  leaf, 
is  one  of  them  ;  there  was  a  whiffle  and  a  ring  too  ;  I  heard 
it  faid  before  the  juftice,  that  there  was  the  name  of  one  Mr. 
Brown  upon  the  ring.  There  was  a  purfe  of  powder  found 
upon  him  too,  and  five  bullets,  and  a  green  filk  purfe,  with 
fixteen  (hillings  and  three-pence.  After  he  was  fearched,  I 
and  another  man  went  out  with  a  lanthorn  and  candie  to  the 
place  where  he  was  taken,  and  there  we  found  two  hats  (fuck 
together,  the  fame  that  he  had  on  in  the  houfe  ;  the  outermoft 
was  a  new  hat,  with  a  mourning  hat-band.  I  left  a  mark  on 
it,  and  this  is  the  very  fame.  We  found  a  brown  double- 
breafted  coat  too,  I  fuppofe  he  might  let  it  fall,  when  he  was 
pulled  off  the  horfe.  I  brought  all  thefe  things  into  the  houfe, 
and  the  prifoner  owned  his  own  hat,  and  his  wig,  that  was 
in  it.  -  ■ 

Charles  Stafford,  I  was  prefent  when  the  prifoner  was 
taken  ;  1  faw  him  fearched,  and  two  veigs  taken  out  of  his 
pocket,  one  of  them  had  a  black  feal  ;  a  mourning  ring  was 
taken  out  of  his  breeches  pocket,  the  infcrrption  upon  it  is 
Dan,  Brown.  This  is  the  ring :  I  held  him  while  he  was 

fearched  : 
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fearched  ;  I  had  the  ring  in  my  hand,  and  looked  on  it,  fo  did 
others,  but  we  did  not  then  ftand  to  read  the  infcription. 

Court .  You  laid  it  was  infcribed,  Dan.  Brown,  when  was 
it  that  you  faw  that  infcription  ? 

Stafford.  Not  till  we  came  before  the  juftice. 

John  Garlick .  Coming  from  Kenfington,  our  ftage  coach¬ 
man,  Will.  White,  faid  there  was  a  robbery  committed  be¬ 
tween  Hyde-Park-Corner  and  Knightfbridge,  and  the  high¬ 
way-man  was  at  the  Halfway-houfe,  fitting  on  horfeback  in 
the  kitchen.  We  went  thither;  the  prifoner  was  gone,  but 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  came  again,  and  knocked  at  the 
door,  and.  faid,  Hallo  !  let’s  have  a  pint  of  beer.  Says 
Spencely,  That’s  the  man.  The  landlord  and  Gritton  went 
out  and  Teized  him,  and  cried,  Help  !  I  lifted  the  prifoner  up, 
and  faid,  L£t  us  bring  him  in,  and  fee  that  he  don’t  kill  fome 
of  us.  Gritton  took  a  watch  out  of  his  hand,  and  a  wig 
with  a  black  feai  out  of  his  pocket.  The  watch  had  no  firing, 
nor  feal,  nor  chain,  and  there  was  a  cypher  on  the  back, 
for  I  took  notice  of  it,  and  this  is  the  fame  watch.  I  took 
the  powder  and  ball,  and  ring  out  of  his  pocket,  and  I  faw 
the  two  hats  taken  up  where  the  prifoner  was  pulled  off  his 
horfe, 

Mr.  Delander.  I  made  this  watch  for  Mr.  Peters,  and 
I  had  it  to  mend  about  two  months  ago.  And  this  ring  is  one 
of  thofe  I  made  for  him  on  his  uncle’s  death.  The  other 
rings  had  the  fame  infcription. 

Mr.  Gambol.  I  fold  this  hat  to  Mr.  Peters,  I  know  it  by 
my  own  mark  in  the  crown. 

Robert  Martin.  I  made  this  wig,  and  fold  it  to  Mr. 
Peters,  and  I  put  this  black  feal  in  it ;  and  befides,  I  know 
it  by  the  work  and  caul,  and  by  its  being  taken  up  at  the 
ears. 

Prifoner .  Pray  let  Gritton  or  the  conftable  be  alked,  if  I 
was  drunk  or  fober. 

Gritton.  I  believe  he  was  drunk. 

Wichelow.  And  I  believe  fo  too,  becaufe,  after  I  had  put 
him  in  the  watch-houfe,  I  heard  him  a  hammering  and  thump- 
and  I  called  to  him,  and  told  him,  I  would  be  with  him 
prefently,  and  when  I  came  he  had  broke  down  the  bracket 
of  a  bench  ;  I  afked  him  why  he  did  it?  And  he  faid,  he 
wanted  to  get  out. 

Court .  Is  a  man’s  endeavouring  to  get  out  of  cuftody,  a 
fign  of  his  being  drunk  ? 

Prifoner.  What  coat  had  I  on  ? 

D  d  2 
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Wichelow .  A  lightifh-  coloured  rug  coat,  with  a  nap. 

G  iticn.  The  morning  after  the  prifoner  was  taken,  he 
faid  he  believed  the  ring  and  watch  would  be  of  detriment  to 
ffim. 

Prifoner .  Yes,  I  faid,  had  I  committed  the  fa£I,  t)iey 
would  be  fo:  I  own  fuch  things  were  taken  from  me,  but  t 
found  them  on  the  road,  and  I  was  fo  drunk,  that  I  fell 
twice  off  my  horfe  at  the  Park- Gate.:  and  it  is  ftrange,  that 
a  man  in  fuch  a  condition,  fhould,  in  five  or  fix  minutes  af¬ 
terwards,  commit  a  robbery. 

Court .  Have  you  any  witneffes  to  the  fa£I,  or  to  your 
character  ? 

Prifoner .  I  have  none  to  the  fa 61,  but  feveral  to  my  cba- 

Then  he  called  feverai  butchers  ,  but  none  appeared  ex¬ 
cept  his  brother-in-law. 

Nathaniel  Nellis.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years,  and  I  know  no  harm  of  him. 

Court .  Were  you  intimate  ? 

Nellis.  Yes,  he  lived  in  my  neighbourhood  in  White-* 
^hapel. 

Court »  What  bufinefs  do  you  follow  ? 

Nellis.  J  am  a  batcher,  and  he  is  the  fame  trade3  but  he 
does  not  followit  now. 

Court .  And  you  fwear  you  have  known  no  harm  of 
him  ?  •  t 

Nellis .  Not  tp  me,  nor  to  any  that  belongs  to  me. 

Court.  You  know  that  is  not  the  queftioq.  Qn  your 
path,  Sir,  and  confider  what  you  fwear,  has  he  the  chara&er 
of  an  hpnefl  man  or  a  highwayman  ? 

Nellis .  I  have  faid  all  that  I  know,  and  I  can  go  no  far¬ 
ther. 

Court.  Give  a  dirpdl  anfwer.  What  is  his  general  charac¬ 
ter  ? 

Nellis.  Why — why — fome — feme— will  call  him  an  hp- 
neft  man  j  and — and  ■- 

Court.  And  what  ? 

Nellis.  And  fome  will — fay  otherwise— they  will  call  him 
a  foeue— but  I  never  called  him  fo. 

f  Ji  V  i  •  *  *  9  ‘  *  '  *  * 

The  jury  found  him  guilty-  Death. 
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The  Ordinary  of  Neivgate* s  Account  of  WILLIAM  GOR¬ 
DON. 

William  Gordon,  about  forty-fix  years  of  age,  of  honeft 
parents  in  the  bifhopric  of  Durham,  had  a  good  education 
at  fchool,  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  other 
things  proper  to  fit  him  for  bufmefs.  When  of  age  he 
was  put  apprentice  to  a  butcher,  and  ferved  out  his  time  ho* 
neilly  and  with  approbation  :  afterwards  he  followed  the  bufi- 
nefs  he  was  bred  to,  and  married  a  wife,  by  whom  he  had 
fome  children.  He  came  to  London,  and  fet  up  his  bufmefs 
for  feveral  years  in  Leadenhall-Market,  and  he  alfo  kept  an 
ale-houfe.  In  this  way  of  life  he  maintained  himfelf  and  fa-* 
mily  tolerably  well*  and  for  fome  time  his  character  was  very 
good  in  the  neighbourhood  :  but  he  at  laft  growing  weary  of 
clofe  confinement  to  bufinefs,  he  took  himfelf  to  the  high¬ 
way,  and  while  he  kept  on  this  bufinefs,  he  never  failed  to 
raife  contributions  on  the  road,  till  at  laft  he  loft  his  good 
name,  and  with  all  honeft  people,  he  bore  nothing  but  the 
chara&er  of  a  highway-man  ;  fo  that  every  body  was  afraid 
of  him,  and  looked  upon  him  as  a  common  enemy  :  at  laft 
h?  was  taken  up  on  fufpicion,  and  admitted  an  evidence  againft 
fome  others,  fome  of  whom  he  conviCted. 

Upon  this  he  got  his  freedom,  and  went  to  Ireland  fome 
time  after  ;  there  he  contracted  with  one  who  was  famous 
in  his  way,  with  whom  he  palled  his  time  a  good  while  in 
that  kingdom.  His  companion  being  taken  up,  he  com¬ 
menced  evidence  againft  another  man,  who  was  executed. 

This  perfon  was  then  fet  at  liberty,  and  Mr.  Gordon  and 
he  enquiring  about  a  ftage-coach  betimes  in  the  morning, 
they  were  both  taken  up  upon  fufpicion  of  being  highway¬ 
men,  and  the  one  met  with  punifhment  for  his  crimes ;  but 
no  evidence  appearing  againft  Mr.  Gordon  in  Middlefex,  he 
was  carried  down  by  a  Habeas  Corpus  to  Chelmsford  in  Ef- 
fex,  where  he  was  indiCted  for  robbing  upon  the  highway 
fome  gentlemen,  and  the  clerk  of  the  Fifhmongers  com¬ 
pany  ;  feveral  of  thefe  gentlemen  fwore  to  him,  that  they 
believed  him  to  be  one  of  the  men  who  robbed  them  ;  yet 
two  or  three  coaches  full  of  evidences  going  down  from  Lon¬ 
don  to  Chelmsford,  gave  fuch  tokens  of  his  being  at  Dublin 
at  the  time  the  faid  robbery  was  committed,  by  producing  of 
letters,  and  (hewing  of  feals,  which  none  there  prefent  could 
contradiC^  that  the  jury  thought  themfelves  obliged  to  acquit 

him? 
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him,  becaufe,  whatever  they  might  believe  of  him,  yet  theie 
evidences  created  fuch  a  confufion  and  perplexity  in  the  affair, 
that  they  judged  it  bett  to  let  him  pafs. 

After  this,  he  ftill  profecuted  his  unlawful  and  wicked  prac¬ 
tices  of  going  on  the  highway;  only,  as  he  laid,  imce  that 
time,  being  about  three  years  ago,  he  went  to  Ireland,  and 
lived  in  or  about  Dublin  for  eight  months.  There  a  certain 
friend  offered  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  to  fet  up  farming 
or  grazing  in  the  north  of  England  ;  but  he  liking  his  old 
trade  heft,  came  to  his  own  country,  and  defpifed  fuch  a 
generous  offer  ;  fo  that  it  was  a  moff  deferved  judgment  upon 
him,  after  fo  many  deliverances,  and  fo  great  a  mercy  pre- 
fented  to  him,  to  meet  with  his  due  fate. 

As  to  the  robbing  Mr.  Peters,  he  did  not  deny  it,  only  in 
alleviation  he  faid,  that  he  was  extremely  in  liquor,  which  was 
all  his  e^cufe.  It  was  alledged  that  he  never  mal-treated  any 
body,  yet  he  and  his  companion  meeting  with  a  gentleman, 
who  not  inclining  to  be  robbed,  gave  his  comp. anion  a  furious 
blow  with  his  whip,  fo  that  he  was  almoft  knocked  down  ; 
Gordon,  in  vindication  of  his  partner,  {hot  at  the  gentleman, 
who  holding  up  his  arm  to  avoid  the  blow  from  his  head, 
was  flrot  through  the  arm.  By  this  time  the  other  man  re¬ 
covering  from  the  confufion  he  was  in  held  out  a  pittol,  and 
fwore  that  he  would  {hoot  the  gentleman  through  the  head, 
which  he  had  certainly  done  had  not  Gordon  held  cut 
another  cocked  piftol,  and  fwore  to  him  that  if  he 
fhot  he  would  fhoot  him  through  the  head,  fnce  the 
gentleman  had  fufFered  too  much  already,  having  been 
Biot  through  the  arm.  The  faid  gentleman  would  not 
appear  againft  Mr.  Gordon,  becaufe,  although  he  had  done 
him  a  great  injury,  yet  in  another  refpecl  he  certainly  faved 
his  life.  They  took  from  the  faid  gentleman  and  his  fitter  about 
five  pounds,  and  Gordon  faid  to  him,  Sir,  I  am  very  forry 
that  I  {hot  you,  but  it  was  your  own  fault,  and  fo  wittied  him 
well  to  London. 

Once  he  offered  to  go  to  fome  puhlick  market  with  a  cer¬ 
tain  friend  or  acquaintance,  who  faid  he  £hou)d  be  glad  of  his 
company,  if  he  could  pafs  any  coach  or  gentleman  on  the 
road  without  attacking  them  :  Mr.  Gordon  gave  fair  promifes, 
as  having  neither  fword  nor  pittol,  or  any  other  weapon  ; 
yet  as  they  were  riding  on  their  way,  Mr.  Gordon  efpying 
a  gentleman’s  coach  faid,  what  a  pity  !  there  is  a  coach,  whefe 
I  may  have  plenty  of  money ;  he  would  not  be  hindered  by 
his  fellow  traveller,  but  rode  up  to  the  coach  fingle  as  he  was, 
where  he  found  about  or  upon  the  back  of  the  coach,  three 
or  four  footmen  with  blunderbuffes ;  he  called  to  one  of  the 

footmen. 
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footmen,  pray,  good  friend,  deliver  this  letter  to  a  friend  of 
mine  at  London,  and  with  that  he  gave  him  a  letter  with  the 
price  of  a  pot  of  drink  :  in  the  mean  time  his  eye  was  fixed 
upon  the  coach,  and  the  horfe,  as  he  ufed  to  do,  went  to  the 
coach  door,  where  Gordon  obferving  the  muzzle  of  a  blun- 
derbufs  ftanding  up,  he  laid  hold  of  it,  and  prefented  it  to  the 
gentlemen  in  the  coach,  and  defired  them  to  call  out  to  all 
their  fervants  not  to  fhoot  at  him,  otherwife  they  were  all  in- 
ffantly  dead  men  :  accordingly  the  gentlemen  cried  aloud  to 
their  fervants  not  to  fhoot ;  then  Mr.  Gordon  bid  them  de¬ 
liver  ;  they  gave  him  a  purfe  of  thirty-five  guineas  ;  upon 
which  he  rode  off*  a-pace,  and  at  a  little  diffance  fhot  the 
blunderbufs  in  the  air,,  and  threw  it  away  1  then  he  came  up 
to  his  companion,  and  faid,  fee  what  a  prize  ({hewing  him 

the  purfe  of  gold)  I  have  got  by  if  opping  but  a  few  minutes 
in  the  road. 

It  happened  at  an  inn  in  the  city  of  Exeter,  that  a  mixed 
company,  in  which  Gordon  made  one,  were  got  into  an  or¬ 
dinary  ftrain  of  country  converfation,  viz.  robberies,  fets  on 
the  roads,  and  many  fuch  like  ffories  were  related  by  the  fe- 
Vcral  parties  prefent ;  and  among  the  reft  a  jolly  farmer 
obferved  that  it  was  rather  cowardice,  in  thofe  who 
were  attacked,  than  any  courage  in  highway-men  that 
made  fuch  multitudes  lofe  their  money.  6t  I  was  never, 
fays  he,  attacked  but  once  in  my  life,  and  then  I  got  the  bet¬ 
ter  of  the  highway-man,  and  forced  him  to  fheer  off  without 
his  booty,  and  could  do  fo  again,  if  a  like  chance  fhould 
happen  :  I  warrant  my  money  fafe  enough  with  only  this 
oaken  cudgel  in  my  hand,  in  fpite  of  the  brifkeft  highway¬ 
man  m  England.  TThe  company  were  diverted,  the  farmer 
perfifted  in  his  rhodomontade,  till  he  had  talked  himfelf  into 
fuch  a  hero,  as  Hercules  might  have  been  afraid  of.  This 
language  however  piqued  Mr.  Gordon,  who  therefore  could 
not  help  putting  in  a  word.  “  Sir,  quoth  he  to  the  farmer, 
notwithftanding  all  you  have  been  faying,  many  brave  mea 
have  been  robbed.”  Not  one,  replied  the  farmer,  I  defie  the 
ftouteif  of  them,  and  would  be  glad  to  meet  the  beft  of  them 
in  a  proper  place.  Would  you  fo,  fays  Mr.  Gordon,  well  I 
proteft  you  are  a  man  of  mettle,  yet  I  wifh  you  may  get  fafe 
home  without  meeting  a  colle&or.  By  this  time  it  grew  late, 
arid  the  farmer  called  for  his  horfe  ;  as  foon  as  he  was  got  a 
little  way,  Mr.  Gordon  mounted  his,  and  jogging  on  flowly 
in  light  of  the  farmer,  at  laft  perceiving  a  proper  place,  he 
clapped  fpurs  to  his  mare,  and  came  up  with  him,  putting  the 
ufua!  queftion  at  once,  deliver  1  the  farmer  up  with  his  ftick 
anu  kad  like  to  have  knocked  him  off;  then  they  alighted, 

and 
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and  went  coolly  to  cudgels,  till  the  farmer  being  foundly  buf¬ 
feted,  gave  out,  and  parted  with  his  money  :  however,  he 
would  not  let  Mr.  Gordon  mount,  till  be,  by  jirking  his 
horfe  round,  threw  him  down  ;  when  Mr.  Gordon  was  up, 
at  laft,  farmer,  fays  he,  When  you  fee  your  friends  at  Exeter 
next,  tell  them  you  have  not  only  been  robbed,  but  well 
drubbed  into  the  bargain. 

As  this  ftory  proves  Mr.  Gordon  was  not  deficient  in  point 
of  bravery,  fo  another  which  I  have  heard  of  him,  and  that 
too  well  afTerted,  is  fufficient  to  prove  he  was  not  cruel  or 
delighting  in  blood,  which  it  too  often  happens  men  of  his  in¬ 
famous  profeffion  are.  The  thing  happened  thus  : 

On  the  Effex  road,  Mr.  Gordon  Rapped  a  coach  full  of 
paffengers,  and  while  he  was  examining  fome  of  them,  a 
gentleman,  who  fat  near  the  window,  clapped  a  piftol  to  his 
bread,  which  miffed  fire  :  whereupon  Gordon,  addrefling 
himfelf  to  the  gentleman,  faid.  Sir,  now  your  perfon,  and 
whatever  you  have  about  you  is  in  my  power.  It  is  true, 
anfwered  the  paffenger,  but  you  will  have  no  great  booty, 
for  I  have  but  fix  {hillings,  and  neither  watch  or  ring.  Well, 
Sir,  quoth  Gordon,  you  {hall  fee  bow  much  honour  there  is 
in  a  highway-man,  give  me  that  piftol  which  miffed  me,  and 
that  other  which  lies  by  you  in  the  coach-feat ;  which  being 
done,  come,  fays  he,  you  fhali  fee  what  they  will  do  in  my 
hands  ;  upon  which  he  fired  them  one  after  another  in  the  air  : 
then  turning  to  the  gentleman,  who  under  a  good  deal  of 
conflernation  waited  his  fate  ;  as  to  your  fix  {hillings,  fays  he, 
that.  Sir,  would  do  me  but  little  good,  and  may  ferve  to  bear 
your  expences  on  the  road  ,  and  as  to  killing  or  wounding  a 
brave  man,  that  I  defpife.  So  at  prefent  I  have  nothing  mors 
to  fay,  than  wifhing  you  a  good  journey. 

What  odd  fentiments  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  entertain 
of  honour  !  which  yet  are  ftrong  enough  within  to  prevent 
their  doing  many  mifehiefs,  and  to  engage  them  in  the  doing 
fome  a£h,  which  if  done  by  others,  would  merit  applaufe. 
Certainly,  next  to  honour  and  virtue,  civility  has  the  greateff 
charm.  How  many  by  ufing  thofe  they  robbed  well  have 
avoided  death  ?  And  how  fure  and  how  unpitied  does  an  un¬ 
timely  end  befall  thofe,  who,  to  the  crime  of  rapine,  add  alfo 
the  folly  of  treating  thofe  ill  who  fall  into  their  hands.  One 
would  imagine  that  the  refledlion  of  this  iliouli  be  fufficient 
to  extinguish  cruelty  even  among  thieves  -3  but  we  fee  in  all 
cafes  fuch  confideratibns  are  not  minded  ;  the  villains,  who 
the  other  day  {hot  a  gentleman  on  the  Hampftead  road,  are 
pregnant  inffances  of  cowardice*  and  a  blood- thirfty  fpiri't,- 
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which  doing  him  juftice,  could  never  be  afcribed  to  the  de- 
ceafed  Mr.  Gordon. 

Among  the  other  adventures  of  Mr.  Gordon,  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  I  think  there  are  two  only  which 
are  worthy  of  mention.  A  farrier,  who  once  lived  in  Long- 
Acre,  going  down  into  the  country,  was  on  Hounflow -Heath 
robbed  by  Mr.  Gordon  of  feven  and  forty  (hillings,  and, 
that  he  might  not  purfue  him,  Mr.  Gordon  turned  his  horfe 
Joofe.  A  confiderable  time  after,  Mr.  Gordon  brought  his 
mare  to  be  (hoed  and  rowelled  to  the  fame  farrier’s  (hop  in 
Long-Acre  ;  and  while  that  was  doing,  away  went  the  horfe- 
dodlor  and  Gordon  to  the  tavern,  where,  having  drank  half  a 
pint,  Mr.  Gordon  paid  for  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  for  what 
was  done  to  the  mare  ;  adding,  now  dodlor  you  and  I  arc 
even.  No,  we  are  not,  fays  the  farrier,  by  feven  and  forty 
(hillings  you  borrowed  of  me.  Borrowed  of  you  !  fays  Gor¬ 
don  !  where  ?  Why,  fays  the  farrier,  call  for  a  pint,  if  I 
prove  it  you  {hall  pay,  if  not,  I  will.  The  pint  being  brought. 
I’ll  tell  you,  fays  the  farrier,  a  circumftance  that  will  bring 
it  back  to  your  memory  prefently  ;  you  borrowed  it  a  little  on 
this  fide  Hounflow,  and  my  horfe  got  loofe  a  little  after,  and  I 
had  much  ado  to  catch  it.  Gordon  then  recolledted  the 
robbery,  but  with  a  fmile  anfvvered  :  Ay,  ay,  if  it  was  fo, 
there  is  your  feven  and  forty  {hillings,  doctor,  and  many 
thanks  to  you.  So  they  parted  both  very  well  fatisfied . 

Some  time  ago  Mr.  Gordon  kept  a  public  houfe,  and  it  is 
faid,  a  grazier  lodging  there  one  night,  and  drinking  very 
plentifully,  was  fool  enough  to  let  his  landlord  know  he  had 
received  three  hundred  pounds.  Early  in  the  morning  the 
grazier  fet  out,  but  juft  ashe  got  onEpping-Foreft,  Mr.  Gordon 
got  up  with  him,  and  eafed  him  with  few  words  of  the  full 
fum,  fuppofing  that  the  man  had  no  knowledge  of  him,  be¬ 
ing  drunk  the  night  before,  and  {purring  his  horfe  pretty 
tightly  got  back  in  a  trice,  and  went  to  bed.  In  an  hour’s 

time  in  comes  the  grazier,  and  calls  for  his  landlord. - Sir, 

fays  the  tapfter,  he  is  afleep.- - — Wake  him  then,  fays 

the  grazier,  for  I  mull  fpeak  with  him.  When  he  came 
down,  and  was  got  into  a  private  room,  Mr.  Gordon,  quoth 
the  grazier,  I  muft  beg  you  to  let  me  have  that  three  hundred 
pounds  again,  for  really  I  can’t  fpare  it.  Can’t  you,  Sir,  fays 
Gordon,  well  then  there  it  is,  but  I  can  tell  you,  it  is  well 
my  brewer’s  clerk  did  not  come  before  you  ;  if  he  had,  I  don’t 
know  how  you  would  have  fared. 

The  fame  fpirit  attended  him  after  his  confinement  and  af¬ 
ter  condemnation,  but  he  flattered  himfelf  too  much  with 
16  E  e  vain 
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vain  hopes,  which,  confidering  the  noils  thefe  and  fome  other  af¬ 
fairs  had  made,  were  certainly  ill  founded.  Many  more  tales  will 
probably  be  fattened  on  him,  but  we  can  allure-  the  public 
that  thefe  are  genuine. 

The  following  Paper  ivas  given  to  the  Printer. 

IT  is  not  the  fmalleft  among  thofe  fufferings  which  men  un*» 
der  fentence  of  the  law  endure,  that  a  cenforfous  world 
are  continually  propagating  evil  reports,  and  fpreading  from 
one  to  another  rumours  without  foundation.  The  rriiferies 
which  real  breaches  of  the  laws  draw  on  unhappy  criminals, 
are  heavy  enough  in  ihemfelves  to  excite  companion,  and  it  is 
either  cruelty  of  difpofition,  or  a  barbarous  levity  of  mind 
from  whence  men  are'  led  to  fcatter  fuch  detractions. 

Whatever  crime  brings  an  unfortunate  perfon  unto  judg¬ 
ment,  the  world  may  canvas  as  they  pleafe,  the  verdidt  has 
«  fet  it  beyond  denial,  and  they  may  either  magnify  its  guilt, 
or  extenuate  it,  as  appears  more  or  lefs  heinous  to  their  appre¬ 
hension.  Rut  neither  conviction,  nor  fentence,  nor  any  law 
human  or  divine,  puts  a  power  into  their  hands  of  adding  to 
the  afflictions  of  the  fufFerer  by  their  furmizes,  much  lefs  of 
turning  their  conjectures  into  formal  ftories,  merely  to  blacken 
one  already  overthrown. 

(  Thefe  obfervations  I  am  conflrained  to  make  from  circum- 
fiances  attending  me,  fmee  under  my  misfortunes.  Many 
things  which  I  have  done  amifs  have  been  aggravated ;  many 
that  I  have  not  done  invented,  and  laid  to  my  charge,  in 
order  to  impede  the  courfe  of  mercy,  and  reprefent  me  worfe 
than  I  am  :  ufage  which  neither  I  nor  any  man  can  be 
wicked  enough  to  defer ve  :  ufage  inhuman  towards  a  fellow- 
creature:  and  ufage  which  thofe  who  give  muft  repent  of, 
as  being  immoral,  and  unchriftian;  but  to  quit  thefe  reflections.* 
and  proceed  to  the  deflgn  of  this  paper. 

My  life  being  juflly  forfeited  for  my  offences,  it  becomes  me 
to  do  all  that  is  in  the  power  of  fuch  an  unhappy  wretch  as  I 
am,  to  render  my  punifhment  ferviceable  to  my  country,  by 
exhorting  thofe  who  have  already  fet  their  feet  in  thefe  paths 
to  turn  back  in  time,  before  the  judgment  of  the  law  hath 
overtaken  them,  and  to  inform  fuch  young  creatures  as  may 
be  milled  into  a  belief,  that  there  is  Something  pleafant  and 
engaging  in  a  life  of  plunder,  becaufe  thofe  who  once  engage 
la  fuch  ways  are  feldom  if  ever  reclaimed. 


Such 
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Such  licentious  delights  as  men  who  abandon  themfelves 
to  robbing  and  ftealing  continually  wallow  in,  are  of  all  things 
the  farthefl  from  giving  any  'fatisfadlion  ;  judge  then  what 
miferies  are  felt  by  thofe  who  are  wretched,  awake  and  reftlefs 
in  their  fleep,  who  are  conffantly  in  terror,  and  affrighted 
at  the  ibnking  of  a  leaf.  Oh,  how  miferable  a  road  is  that 
which  leadeth  to  definition  !  what  agonies  do  the  wicked  feel 
in  their  journey  through  the  paths  of  death  !  may  all  (hun 
them  who  read  this  paper. 

Thofe  whom  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  wicked  life  I  have 
wronged,  will  accept  of  that  punifbment  the  law  hath  ad¬ 
judged  me  to,  and  which  I  (hall  have  fufFered  before  this 
comes  to  their  hands,  and  not  load  my  memory  with  reproach, 
or  transfer  them  to  any  who  furvive  me,  and  who  ought  not  to 
fufFer  in  their  character  for  my  crimes,  as  well  as  in  their 
fortune  from  my  extravagance  and  folly  ;  for,  whatever  the 
public  may  have  been  told  of  my  riches,  few  have  died  poorer 
than  I  do.  Their  charity  in  forgiving  me  will  redound  to 
themfelves,  and  as  to  all  who  have  injured  me  in  my  life-time, 

I  fineerely  .and  unfeignedly  forgive  them.  Amen* 

While  under  fentence,  he  behaved  always  very  decently 
and  gravely,  and  with  an  appearance  of  a  real  repentance, 
only 'that  he  loved  company  a  little  too  much,  when  any 
freedom  was  given  him,  and  in  evidence  of  his  fincerity,  he 
received  the  blefled  facrament  twice,  once  when  he  was  at 
■fir ft  under  fentence,  and  again  that  morning  he  was  executed, 
in  company  with  two  other  of  his  fellow  fufterers ;  but  no 
fooner  nad  he  received  this  blefled  viaticum  in  pledge  of  eter¬ 
nal  life,  but  going  down  flairs,  and  being  conveyed  untojiis 
own  cell,  he  immediately  cut  his  throat  with  a  razor,  which 
had  been  privately  given  him  :  in  two  minutes  one  of  the 
keepers  going  in  after  him,  found  him  all  over  bloody,  then 
he  took  him  out  to  a  room  in  the  prefs-yard,  and  there  bein-*, 
by  accident  two  furgeons  within  the  jail,  one  of  them  fewea 
up  his  throat,  and  put  him  in  a  condition  of  recovery,  anr* 
living  to  have  the  fentence  of  death  executed  upon  him,  ac¬ 
cording  to  law.  He  denied  to  another  reverend  clergyman  and 
me  that  he  had  any  defign  of  murdering  himfelf,  but  that  he 
only  by  accident  cut  his  throat  a  little,  as  he  was  cutting  away 
his  ftock  which  was  too  faff  tied.  This  feems  but  a  trifling 
cxcufe,  and  1  leave  it  to  every  man  to  judge  upon  the  penitence 
of  one  guilty  of  fuch  a  horrid  crime,  as  his  judgment  of  dif- 
creiion  and  charity  directs  him. 

£  e  2 
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He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday  the  25th  of 
April,  1733. 
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WILLIAM  BROWN  and  JOSEPH  WHITLOCK, 
for  breaking  and  entering  the  Houfe  of  Janies  des  Romaine, 
Efq;  October  25,  1733* 

*0/ ILL! AM  BROWN  and  JOSEPH  WHITLOCK, 

of  Paddington,  were  indicted  for  breaking  and  enter¬ 
ing  (in  company  with  William  Blackwell,  otherwife  Long 
Will,  not  yet  taken)  the  houfe  of  James  des  Romaine,  Efq; 
and  dealing  one  gold  watch,  value  20k  one  fiver  fnuff-box, 
value  40s.  three  gold  rings,  value  40s.  and  a  gold  mourning 
ring,  value  10s.  thirteen  filver  fpoons,  value  61.  twelve  filver 
forks,  value  61.  fevcn  knives  with  filver  handles,  value  3I.  one 
fijver  foup  ladle,  value  30s.  four  filver  falts,  value  50s.  eight 
filver  tea  fpoons,  value  10s.  two  pidols  mounted  with  filver 
and  ileel,  value  4I.  one  fiver-hiked  fword,  value  40s.  one  fiik 
damafk  night  gown,  value  3I.  twenty  holland  fhirts,  value 
3  ok  fix  holland  fheets,  value  61.  and  fifty-two  guineas  and  17 
{hillings,  the  goods  and  money  of  James  des  Romaine,  Efq; 
and  four  filk  damafk  gowns,  value  20k  three  flk  petticoats, 
value  3k  ten  holland  knocks,  value  5I.  four  fuits  of  laced  head 
deaths,  value  10k  one  cloth  cloak,  value  10s.  and  one  fiver 
buckle  fet  with  Briflol  ftones,  value  7s.  the  goods  of  Ann  des 
Romaine,  fpinfter,  [in  all  to  the  value  of  161k  6s.  j  on  the 
25th  of  Odober,  about  the  hour  of  eight  in  the  night. 

The  prifoners  def  red  that  the  witneffes  might  be  feparated, 
which  the  court  granted. 

Ralph  Mitchell .  The  prifoner,  Brown,  and  I,  lodged  at 
Whites,  (an  aie-houfe)  in  the  Grainge-road  :  the  other  pri¬ 
foner,  Whitlock,  met  us  there  on  the  25th  of  Odober,  and, 
between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  went  over  the 
water  to  Rag-Fair,  to  fee  for  Long  Will,  but  not  meeting 
With  him  there,  we  went  to  Stock’s- Market,  where  we  took 
coach,  and  drove  to  John  Gafcee’s  in  Tyburn  Road  3  Gafcee 
keeps  a  brandy-fhop  ;  we  called  for  fome  cherry- brandy  ; 
Brown  faid  to  Gafcee,  Now,  Jack,  if  you  will  go  with  us,  we 
may  make  ourfelves  for  ever,  and  never  want  again,  for  we 
are  going  to  rob  the  king’s  jeweller.  Says  Gafcee,  I  wonder 
you  will  afk  me,  when  you  know  I  have  been  unfortunate, 
and  am  now  got  into  a  little  way  of  getting  my  livelihood  \ 

Well, 
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Well,  fays  Brown,  do  you  know  Long  Will  ?  What,  Will 
Blackwell?  fays  Gafcee.  Yes,  I  know  him  very  well.  I 
wifh,  fays  Brown,  you’d  fend  to  his  mother’s,  and  fee  if  he 
is  there.  I’ll  ftep  myfelf,  fays  Gafcee;  but  juft  as  he  was 
going.  Long  W  ill,  came  in.  So  we  went  up  flairs  together, 
and  had  a  3s.  bowl  of  punch.  We  told  Long  Will,  we  were 
going  to  rob  the  king’s  jeweller.  D— n  it,  fays  he,  I  have 
got  no  arms.  Why,  fays  Brown,  you  (hall  have  my  piftol, 
and  I’ll  take  a  cutlace.  When  we  had  drank  out  the  punch 
it  was  feven  o’clock,  and  then  we  all  four  (the  prifoners  and  I, 
and  Long  Will.)  went  to  the  jeweller’s.  We  faw  a  grating 
there  we  did  not  exps£l.  D  — n  it,  fays  Whitlock,  I  have 
often  ferved  the  houfe  with  poultry,  and  never  faw  this  grate 
before.  -  However,  he  knocked,  and  a  little  woman  came  to 
the  door;  he  afked  her  if  madam  De  Batt  was  within?  She 
faid,  No,  fhe  was  gone  out ;  and  fo  finding  our  defign  not 
bearable  there,  we  went  away  again.  D— -n  it,  fays  Brown, 
now  I  think  on’t,  here’s  an  old.  French  gentleman  lives  hard 
by,  and  we  can  tune  him  eafdy  ;  and  upon  that  we  went  to 
colonel  Romaine’s,  Brown  put  back  the  bolt  of  the  outer 
gate,  we  went  to  the  door  and  knocked,  the  colonel  himfelf 
came  and  opened  it,  I  clapped  my  foot  between  the  door  and 
the  threfnold,  and  we  all  forced  in  ;  Brown  with  a  cutlace, 
and  Whitlock  with  a  piftol,  ftruck  the  colonel  on  the  head, 
and  knocked  him  down  :  we  took  a  gold  watch  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  a  ring  from  his  finger.  The  maid  came  up  from 
below  with  a  candle  in  her  hand,  I  fuppofe  the  noife  alarmed 
her:  Will.  Biackwey  went  to  her,  and  afked  her  where  the 
plate  and  money  was  ?  She  told  him  fhe  had  not  lived  there 
long,  but  believed  they  might  be  above.  I  and  Whitlock  took 
the  colonel  with  us,  and  went  up  into  his  room  and  rifted  it; 
we  went  to  break  a  trunk  open,  but  he  faid,  Don’t  break  it, 
I  have  the  key  in  my  pocket.  We  fearched,  but  not  finding 
it,  he  felt  in  his  pocket  himfelf,  and  gave  it  us.  We  took 
out  twelve  (liver  forks,  feven  knives  with  filver  handles,  one 
of  them  was  a  fmall  knife,  thirteen  filver  fpoons,  one  great 
filver  foup  fpoon,  eight  or  nine  filver  pennies,  a  quarter  gui¬ 
nea,  fome  necklaces,  and  other  things ;  then  we  tumbled  the 
beds  upfide  down  ;  a  pair  of  (hoes,  with  filver  buckles,  flood 
ifi  the  window,  and  we  took  the  buckles  out:  we  opened  the 
cheft  of  drawers  ;  the  drawers  opened,  one  to  the  right  hand 
and  the  other  to  the  left,  and  we  took  out  a  parcel  of  linen 
and  woman’s  apparel. 

Court,  Where  was  Brown  ? 
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Mitchell.  Fie  was  fometimes  above  and  fometimes  below. 
He  came  up  to  fee  how  we  went  on,  and  now  and  then  gave 
the  colonel  a  knock  and  a  d— n,  and  faid,  You  old  rogue, 
where's  your  money?  We  left  the  colonel,  and  went  into  his 
daughter's  room  (as  I  fuppofe  it  was)  broke  open  the  drawers, 
and  took  out  a  parcel  of  head- deaths,  and  two  pair  of  feiffars 
with  a  filver  cafe.  Thence  we  went  into  the  maid’s  room  ; 
but  finding  nothing  there,  we  went  into  another  bye  room, 
where  was  a  trunk  and  a  box  ;  we  broke  them  open,  and  took 
out  of  the  box  two  gowns  and  petticoats.  We  thought  to 
find  fame  money  in  the  trunk,  but  there  was  only  a  foul 
{hi ft  and  two  or  three  napkins,  which  we  left  there  till  we 
had  fearcbed  the  other  rooms.  We  went  down  to  the  colonel, 
and  threatened  him  hard,  to  make  him  difeover  where  his  mo¬ 
ney  was  ;  we  hound  his  hands  to  his  backfide.  Brown  hit  the 
colonel  on  the  head,  and  putting  a  cafe-knife  to  his  throat,  faid 
Let’s  kill  him  !  I  fwore  he  fhould  not,  for  it  was  enough  to 
rob  him,  and  I  would  never  be  concerned  in  murder.  And 
the  maid  faid  to  him,  Don’t  kill  my  mafter,  rather  kill  me. 
In  a  hack  room  we  found  fome  wine,  and  Brown  faid,  there 
were  fome  ribs  of  lamb  below.  We  fat  down,  and  cat  and 
drank  what  we  thought  fit,  and  then  going  to  get  our  goods 
together,  we  happened  to  fee  a  little  clofet  ;  fays  Brown,  PU 
be  d — — d  if  his  money  is  not  there.  But  upon  fearcb,  we 
found  only  a  pair  of  pifiols,  and  a  filver  hilted  fword  with  a 
green  belt;  I  think  it  was  green  ;  fays  Brown,  thefe  will  be 
of  fefvice  tons,  and  fo  we  took  them.  We  packed  up  what 
we  had  got  in  feveral  bundles,  and  went  to  fee  how  the  co¬ 
lonel  and  his  maid  did.  By  the  way  we  efpied  a  cupboard, 
with  fome  tea  and  coffee  in  it.  Says^Brown,  My  wife  drinks 
tea,  and  I’ll  take  this  for  her.  Then  each  man  taking  his  bun- 
die,  I  went  out  firft,  and  left  them  to  lock  the  door.  And 
Brown,  when  he  came  to  me,  told  -me,  that  he  had  locked 
It,  but  whether  he  did  or  no,  I  cannot  tell.  We  went  into 
the  fields,  and  thinking  it  was  too  foon  to  venture  into  Lon¬ 
don,  we  fat  down  upon  our  bundles,  and  Laid  till  we  thought 
the  watch  were  gone-off.  Then  we  parted,  Black  Will,  and  I 
went  to  the  water-fide,  and  took  a  boat  to  Pepper-Alley,  and 
walked  from  thence  to  White’s,  at  the  Grainge,  by  fix  in  the 
morning.  I  knocked  2t  the  door,  Brown’s  wife  looked  out  ; 

I  told  her,  her  hufband  was  coming,  and,  wh ile  I  was  fpeak- 
ing,  he  and  Whitlock  came  to  the  door.  WTite  got  up,  and 
drawed  us  two  pots  of  beer  ;  I  (hewed  him  the  tea,  and  faid. 
Is  not  this  good  tea?  We  have  had  good  luck  to-night ;  for 
he  thought  we  dealt  in  run  tea  and  brandy.  His  wife,  my 

4  wife. 
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wife,  Brown’s  wife,  and' we  all  breakfafted  together  with  this 
tea;  they  faid  it  was  very  good,  and  they  had  never  drank 
better.  After  breakfaft  we  (hared  the  goods,  Black  Will  bad 
fix  (hirts  and  two  (hifts,  for  his  fhare  of  the  linen,  and  he  fold 
his  fhare  of  the  filks  to  me,  and  Whitlock,  and  Brown,  for 
fourteen  {hillings  a-piece.  I  and  the  two  prifoners  left  him  ; 
and  went  to  fell  the  plate  to  Edward  Bodenham,  at  the  {hip 
ale-houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey ;  Whitlock  {laid  at  the  Cock  in 
the  Old-Bailey,  and  only  I  and  Brown  went  to  Bodenham’s, 
for  I  knew  Bodenham  would  be  fcrupulous  of  buying  the 
plate,  if  we  all  three  went  together  ;  Well,  fays  Bodenham® 
have  you  got  any  thing  for  me  ?  Yes,  favs  I,  here  is  a  gold 
watch.  He  looked  on  it,  It  is  very  old  and  worn,  fays  he. 
What  is  the  price  ?  I  told  him  /fixteen  guineas.  It  is  not 
worth  near  that  money,  faid  he,  for  I  muft  get.  fomething  by 
it,  and  you  know  how  things  are  as  well  as  I.  At  laft  we 
agreed  for  eight  guineas.  He  afked  us,  what  we  had  gotelfe? 
then  he  took  us  into  a  little  room,  where  he  tutors  his 
watcher  ;  he  weighed  it,  faid  there  was  eighty  ounces,  and 
afked  us  what  we  muft  have  ?  Says  I,  four  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  an  ounce,  you  know  what  you  ufed  to  give. 

Court .  How  come  you  to  fay  fo  ? 

Mitchell .  Becaufe  I  had  fold  him  plate  before.  At  laft 
he  agreed  to  give  us  twenty-four  pounds  for  the  watch  and 
plats  all  together,  and  we  took  it,  becaufe  we  knew  not 
where  elfe  to  difpofe  of  it.  He  did  not  pay  us  dire£Hy,  but 
faid,  we  muft  ftay  an  hour;  he  called  a  coach,  took  the 
plate  with  him,  and  in  about  an  hour  returned  and  paid  us 
the  money  :  but,  fays  he,  I  have  had  a  hard  bargain,  and 
when  you  come  again,  you  muft  ufe  me  better.  So  to  make 
him  amends  I  gave  him  a  filver  buckle  fet  with  Briftol  ftones ; 
we  drank  a  three  {hilling  bowl  of  punch,  when  that  was 
empty,  we  called  upon  Whitlock  at  the  Cock,  and  went 
back  together  to  White’s,  where  we  found  black  Will.  We 
{hared  the  money  fix  pounds  a-piece,  and  I  called  for  forpe 

beer,  D - n  you,  fays  Black  Will,  let  us  have  forne 

punch  ;  White  brought  a  three  {hilling  bowl  ;  it  was  then 

about  four  o’clock.  When  we  had  drank  it  out,  d— - -n 

you,  fays  Black  Will.  I  muft  go  over  the  water,  but  I’ll  come 
again  ;  but  we  never  faw  him  more.  About  two  weeks  after, 
I  and  my  wife  went  to  Bodenham’s  with  ibis  mourning  ring  ; 
he  faid  it  was  very  light,  and  he  could  not  afford  to  give  above 
five  (hillings  for  it,  and  we  took  the  money. 

Court.  What  became  of  the  piftols  l 

Mitchell .  We  kept  them  for  our  own  ufe. 

Court*. 
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Court .  How  were  you  apprehended  ? 

Mitchell,  I  and  the  two  prifoners  took,  horfe  at  the  White- 
Horfe-Inn,  in  Weftminfter,  about  feven  in  the  morning, 
I  forget  the  day  of  the  month,  but  it  is  within  thefe  three 
weeks,  we  rode  dire£Hy  to  Fulham,  over  the  new  bridge  to 
Putney,  fo  to  Kingfton-Bridge,  and  through  Hampton-Court 
to  Staines,  where  we  dined.  There  a  man,  who  knew 
Whitlock,  happening  to  come  in,  d - n  me,  fays  Whit¬ 

lock,  we  fhall  be  blown,  if  we  flay  hereabouts,  for  this  fel¬ 
low  knew  me  when  I  was  tried  in  the  country.  Upon  this 
we  altered  our  defign,  which  was  to  rob  Whitlock’s  uncle. 
We  rid  to  Black-River,  or  Black-Water,  I  don’t  know 
which  you  call  it.  We  met  a  man  on  Banff ead-Heath :  fays 
Brown,  Let  us  tune  him.  No,  fays  I,  our  horfes  are  tired, 
and  we  (hall  lofe  our  night’s  reft.  We  put  in  at  the  Swan, 
in  a  little  town,  where  we  lay  ;  in  the  morning  we  went  to 
the  next  market-town,  drank  there,  rid  through,  and  re¬ 
turned  in  the  evening  to  meet  the  farmers  as  they  came  from 
market ;  hut  we  got  only  a  pair  of  filver  buckles  :  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Farnham,  lay  there,  and  next  day  went  for  Guild¬ 
ford  ;  we  intended  to  take  the  farmers  as  they  returned  from 
thence  in  the  evening,  but  while  we  were  in  town,  Brown 
faid,  he  was  afraid  fomebody  would  know  his  mare,  and  fo  we 
fhould  be  blown.  So  we  went  to  Godliman,  (Godaiming,) 
where  we  baited,  and  coming  out  of  our  inn  in  the  evening, 
we  met  a  man,  who  afked  us,  which  way  we  were  going  ? 

We  faid  for  London,  and  he  palled  us.  I’ll  be  d — - ’d, 

fays  Brown,  if  this  man  has  not  got  money ;  we  looked  after 
him,  and  faw  him  upon  his  knees:  we  thought,  as  it  proved, 
he  was  tying  his  money  in  the  tail  of  his  fhirt.  Brown  fol¬ 
lowed  with  this  other  piftol,  and  flopped  him,  the  man,  who 
was  a  ftout  fellow,  feized  the  piftol,  ftruggled  with  Brown, 
and  run  off ;  but  we  came  up  with  him  again,  took  two  bags, 
in  which  was  about  fix  pounds,  from  him,  and  then  tied  him, 
and  rode  towards  Guildford,  but  fearing  to  be  purfued,  we 
turned  up  a  bye-road,  and  palling  by  the  Green-Man,  we 
faw  two  men  drinking  at  the  door.  We  rode  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  and  waked  for  them ;  when  they  came  up,  we  Hopped 
them,  bound  their  hands  behind  them,  took  twenty-one  gui¬ 
neas  from  one,  and  one  guinea,  a  knife,  and  a  tobacco-box 
from  the  other.  A  little  further  we  met  a  butcher’s  boy, 
from  whom  Whitlock  took  a  few  half-pence,  and  a  filver 
buckle,  which  he  had  in  a  bag,  and  then  we  rode  on  for 
London.  But  before  we  got  to  Kingfton  our  horfes  tired  ; 
mine,  indeed,  was  in  a  much  better  condition,  for  I  had 

changed 
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changed  horfes  with  one  of  the  countrymen  we  had  robbed. 
However,  before  we  entered  Ivingflon  town,  we  turned  our 
horfes  all  loofe  in  a  turnip-held,  and  went  to  the  Bell,  and 
enquired  for  a  waterman  ;  the  people  faid,  they  believed  we 
fhould  hardly  find  a  waterman  that  would  go  fo  late  ;  but  at 
woman  brought  one  to  us,  who  offered  to  go  for  fix 
(hillings,  we  agreed  for  five  {hillings,  and  to  find^him  beer 
and  brandy.  We  went  into  his  boat,  lay  upon  the  ffraw, 
and  covered  ourfelves  with  the  tilt ;  we  foon  fell  afleep,  and 
dept  till  we  came  to  Putney,  when  two  boats  clapped  along¬ 
side  of  us,  and  fome  men  jumped  dire&ly  into  our  boat,  and 
took  us  napping.  I  afked  for  the  conflable,  furrendered  my- 
felf,  was  carried  before  my  Lord  Palmerflon,  examined,  and 
made  anevidence. 

.  Co,‘  del  Romaine.  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  O&ober,  about 
eight  at  night,  I  heard  fomebody  knock  ;  my  maid,  who  was 
below,  not  going  to  the  door,  I  took  a  candle,  and  went 
myfelf ;  as  foon  as  I  had  opened  it,  a  man  rufhed  in  upon  me, 
feszed  me  by  the  (boulder,  and  fwore,  if  I  made  a  noife.  he 
would  (hoot  me  dead ;  he  was  followed  by  three  more,  one 
of  whom  flruck  me  on  the  head  with  a  cutlafs,  I  cried,  mur¬ 
der  !  help  !  and  called  to  my  maid,  Veron  Curtis,  Veron, 
call  my  men  !  bid  them  bring  my  piflols  !  in  hopes  to  have 
made  the  ruffians  believe  I  had  men  in  the  houfe,  but  they 

chd  not  regard  it  D- - — n  him,  fays  one,  beat  his  brains 

out :  and  prefently  I  received  a  blow  on  my  head  with  the 
butt-end  of  a  piflol  ;  the  blood  followed  a-pace,  and  T  fell 
to  the  ground.  They  rifled  me,  took  a  gold  watch  out  of 
my  pocket ;  I  loft  a  ring  from  my  finger,  but  being  in  a  fur- 
prize,  I  don’t  know  how  it  went.  I  had  in  my  left  fob  fix 
guineas  and  a  half  in  a  purfe,  which  I  thru  ft  under  the  mat 
by  the  door.  They  brought  my  breeches  down  to  my  knees 
to  Larch  me,  and  tooic  away  fome  filver,  I  can't  fay  how 
rniich»  but  I  believe  there  might  be  fifteen  or  fixteen  (hillings. 
They  tied  my  hands  behind  me,  and  two  of  them  dragged 
me  up  flairs,  another  holding  me  by  the  fhoulder,  with  a  pif- 
tol  in  his  hand,  to  make  me  fhew  them  where  my  money  was. 
They  bid  me  be  hufh,  or  they  would  fhoot  me. 

Court.  Did  they  all  three  flay  in  your  room  above  ? 

^  Colonel.  I  think  fo - 1  think  one  held  me,  and  two 

iearched  the  room.  They  firfl  opened  a  trunk  with  a  double 
cover;  there  was  a  box  in  it  with  plate;  they  took  the  box  out, 
hut  did  not  open  the  upper  cover,  within  which  I  had  forty- 
five  guineas  and  a  half.  I  flill  denied  telling  them  where  m/ 
n wncy  was,  in  hopes  they  would  not  find  it ;  upon  which 
J  7  b  t  ■  they 
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^hey  again  ftruek  me  on  the  head  ydth  apiflol.  They  opened 
a  prefs,  and  threw  Tome  things  out ;  they  took  two  piflols 
put  of  the  clofet  thefe  are  the  fame — and  a  filver  hiked  fword 
with  a  green  belt.  One  of  them  Laid,  he  would  break  the 
hilt  off,  but  another  laid.  No,  there  was  no  need.  They 
carried  me  into  another  room,  where  they  broke  open  another 
preis,  but  I  did  not  fee  what  they  took  out  of  it.  Then  they 
made  me,  go  down  with  them  :  they  tied  my  hands  fo  hard  to  my 
back  as  put  me  to  great  pain  :  they  placed  me  by  the  maid 
put  a  napkin  and  the  maid’s  petticoat  over  my  head,  fo  that 
was  almoft  Hided.  Some  of  them  went  into  the  parlour, 
and  up  flairs.  One  coming  down  again  gave  me  feveral 
flrokes,  and  faid,  O  !  you  old  rogue,  you  faid  you  had  no 
money  !  another  laid  his  hand  on  my  head,  and  put  fome- 
thing  under  the  petticoat,  which  I  thought  was  a  hanger,  but 
Mitchell  fays,  it  was  this  knife. 

IVlitchel .  Yes,  this  is  the  knife,  and  it  was  Whitlock 
that  put  it  under  the  petticoat. 

CoioneL  I  begged  them  to  loofen  my  wrifts,  and  thought 
one  of  them  was  going  to  do  fo,  but  he  only  took  the  but- 
tons  out  of  my  fleeves.  As  my  head  was  covered,  1  could  in¬ 
deed  hear  them  walk  about,  and  jpeak  to  the  maid,  but  could 
not  diftinguifh  what  they  laid.  1  remained  thus  in  thegreateft 
mifery  till  three  in  the  morning,  when  hearing  no  noife,  I 
believed  they  were  gene.  She  faid,  Huff  !  don’t  make  a 
noife  !  they  are  not  gone  yet.  They  certainly  are,  fays  I, 
have  not  you  the  ufe  of  your  fingers  ?  She  faid,  fhe  believed 
fhe  had.  I  bid  her  fee  it  fhe  could  not  untie  my  hands.  She' 
faid  her  own  hands  were  not  quite  at  liberty,  hut  fhe  would 
try  what  fhe  could  do  ;  and  fo  fhe  did,  but  it  was  near  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour  before  fhe  could  loofen  the  cord.  But,  Sir* 
fry3  for  God’s  fake  don’t  flir  yet,  for  I  am  afraid  they 
are  not  gone  ;  God  has  preferved  your  life  hitherto,  and  why 
will  you  run  the  hazard  of  lofmg  it  at  laff  ?  However,  as  I 
believed  they  were  gone,  I  went  into  the  paffage,  and  faw  a 
light  in  the  fore-room,  but  nobody  was  there.  I  found  the 
door  drawn  to,  but  not  locked,  and  the  key  was  left  pn 
the  rail  without  fide.  I  bolted  the  door,  and  defired  her  to 
caL  for  beip,  but  fhe  faid,  fhe  did  not  dare  go  yet,  for  fear 
they  fhould  kill  her.  I  went  myfelf  to  a  clofet-window, 
called  to  a  gardener,  and  told  him  what  had  happened  ;  he 
promifed  to  come,  but  did  not,  though  I  called  him  again, 
*1  he  maid  was  fearful  of  being  left  alone,  and  followed  me 
about  the  houfe  wherever  I  went.  ‘ 

Cour  t .  Look  on  the  prifoners,  Sir,  Do  you  know  either 
9f  them?  "  ;  5  "  ‘  r  Colonel 
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Colonel.  I  did  not  then  know  either  of  them,  but  on  recol¬ 
lection,  I  believe  Brown  was  the  man  who  held  me.  I  can’t 
fay  I  remember  any  thing  of  the  other.  I  faw  b’  t  four  in 
all,  and  for  the  other  three,  I  moftly  faw  their  backs— two  of 
them  went  before  me  with  a  candle. 

Brown .  You  fay  I  was  up  flairs.  Pray  afk  Mitchell  whe^ 
ther  I  went  up  or  not  ? 

Mitchell.  You  were  fometimes  up,  2nd  fometimes  down. 
Sometimes  you  held  the  colonel  by  the  fhoulder,  and  fome¬ 
times  you  gave  him  a  knock  with  a  piftol. 

Veron  Curtis.  Between  eight  and  nine,  fomebody  knocked* 
as  my  mafter  faid,  though  I  did  not  hear  it,  but  1  heard  the 
dog  bark,  and  iiftening,  heard  the  door  open,  and  prefently 
my  mafter  cried  out,  Murder  !  come  up,  Veron,  and  call 
the  men.  I  went  up,  and  found  him  lying  in  the  entry  in  a 
gore  blood,  with  four  men  about  him.  I  know  Whit¬ 
lock — he  in  the  grey  waiftcoat  was  one  of  them.  Another 
of  them,  who  was  a  tall  man,  ftepped  up1  to  me,  took  me 
by  the  hand,  and  fwore,  if  I  fpoke  a  word,  he  would  {hoot 
me  through  the  head  ;  Whitlock  had  a  naked  hanger  in  his 
hand,  and  he,  I  think  it  was,  afked  me  where  the  plate  was  ? 

I  told  him,  I  was  a  new  fervant,  and  knew  of  no  more  than 
fix  fpoons  and  forks  that  were  in  the  kitchen.  They  rifled  my 
mafter,  and  tied  my  hands  behind  me,  and  three  of  them 
took  him  up  flairs.  The  tall  man  ftaid  below,  and  afked  me 
where  the  candles  were  ?  I  told  him  in  the  kitchen  ;  and  if 
he  would  let  me  have  my  hands  loofe,  I  would  fetch  fome. 
No,  he  would  not  do  that,  but  carried  me  down,  and  made 
me  {hew  him  where  they  were.  He  took  fome,  and  lighted 
one  at  the  fire,  and  taking  me  up  again,  carried  me  into  the 
parlour,  where  he  fet  me  in  a  chair,  and  abufed  me  in  a  grofs 
manner.  Whitlock  afterwards  came  down,  and  ufed  me  as 
ill  as  the  other  had  done.  I  faw  but  four  men  in  all. 

Court.  What  do  you  know  of  their  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing  ? 

Curtis.  I  had  drefled  a  neck  of  mutton,  part  of  it  was 
left.  There  were  three  bricks  in  the  houfe,  and  a  pound  of 
butter  ;  they  eat  the  mutton,  and  beft  part  of  the  butter,  and 
two  quartern  bricks ;  and  one  of  them  faid,  he  would  go  and 
carry  a  bottle  to  the  man  that  held  their  horfes. 

Whitlock.  Did  I  go  up  ? 

Curtis.  I  think  they  all  went  up  but  the  tall  man,  who 
took  hold  of  me  firft  ;  and  when  Whitlock  came  down, 
he  and  the  tall  man  kept  me  prifoner  in  the  room  by 
turns. 

F  f  2. 


Whitlock , 
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Whitlock.  You  faid  I  feized  you  firft. 

Curtis .  No  ;  the  tall  man  feized  me,  and  Whitlock  came 
up  with  a  naked  hanger,  and  fwore,  if  I  would  not  difcover 
where  the  plate  was,  1  Ihould  be  fhot.  A  quilted  petticoat, 
that  I  had  been  working,  was  put  over  my  mailer’s  head, 
and  I  had  a  white  handkerchief  round  my  head.  Whitlock 
faid,  the  beft  way  would  be  to  kill  the  mailer,  and  gag  the 
maid,  and  he  took  a  knife  to  cut  my  mailer’s  throat.  For 
God’s  fake,  fays  I,  don’t  kill  my  mailer,  but  rather 
kill  me  ;  and  the  others  preventing  him,  Why  then,  G— d 

d - n  them,  fays  he,  gag  them  both  down  dole. 

Brown .  Did  not  you  deny  me,  when  I  was  brought  to 
Newgate  ? 

Curtis .  It  was  dulkifh  then,  and  I  could  not  fee  very 
well,  but  as  foon  as  I  had  a  candle,  I  faid,  to  the  bell  of  my 
knowledge,  you  was  one  of  the  men  I  faw  in  the  entry  when 
I  firft  came  up. 

Broivn .  What  did  you  fay  to  Mr.  Fiiher,  at  Pad¬ 
dington,  when  he  bid  you  have  a  care,  or  you  would  hang 
yourfelf  ? 

Curtis .  I  faid,  if  I  knew  any  thing  of  you  before, 
it  was  the  day  before  Michaelmas,  when  you  came  to  our 
door  with  a  couple  of  geefe,  and  I  Ihewed  them  to  my 
mailer. 

Court.  Do  you  believe  him  to  be  the  man  who  brought  the 
geefe  ? 

Curtis.  Yes. 

Court.  Now  it  lies  harder  upon  you.  [To  Brown.] 
yam  Chewy ,  pawnbroker.  I  had  this  petticoat  and  table¬ 
cloth  from  Brown  ;  he  pledged  them  in  the  name  of  William 
Moore,  on  the  twenty-third  of  November ,  and  this  brocade 
I  had  of  his  wife. 

Colonel.  This  petticoat  belongs  to  my  daughter ;  it  was 
taken  away  with  the  reft  of  the  things,  when  my  houfe  was 
broke  open. 

John  Gafcee .  The  fame  night  the  robbery  was  committed, 
Mitchell  and  the  two  prifoners  were  at  my  houfe,  and  called 
for  a  quartern  of  cherry-brandy.  Brown  alked  me  to  go  out 
with  them,  and  faid,  we  fhould  never  want  money  afterwards. 
I  told  him,  No  ;  for  though  I  had  feen  a  great  deal  of  the 
world,  I  was  Viow  got  into  another  way.  Then  he  faid,  it 
was  no  matter,  and  alked  me  if  I  knew  Long  Will  ?  What 
Will.  Blackwell  ?  fays  I.  Yes,  I  believe  he  is  at  his  mo¬ 
ther’s,  hard  by.  He  defired  me  to  fend  for  him,  and  while 
we  were  talking  about  it,  Long  Will  came  in ;  they 

fhook 
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{hook  hands  with  him,  went  up  flairs  together,  had  a  three 
{hilling  bowi  of  punch,  and  went  away  about  feven,  or  later. 
Next  morning  one  Mr.  Berry  came  and  told  me  of  the  rob¬ 
bery. 

Henry  Mafchal.  The  prifoners  and  Mitchell  were  taken 
afleep  in  a  boat  on  the  water  by  Putney  *.  This  piftoi 
was  taken  from  Brown — this  from  Whitlock — and  this  other 
from  Mitchell. 

Colonel.  And  thefe  two  piftols  which  were  found  upon  them 
are  mine,  and  the  fame  I  loft. 

-  White .  Brown  and  Mitchell  lodged  at  my 

houfe. 

Court.  Do  you  know  of  any  tea  that  Brown  brought  tQ 
your  houfe  ? 

- —  White.  No. 

Court.  No  ? 

- -  White .  Yes  ;  I  remember  Brown  brought  fome 

tea  one  morning,  but  I  cannot  be  certain  as  to  the  time 

Court.  Do  you  remember  you  drank  tea  at  any  time  when 
the  prifoners,  and  Mitchell,  and  another,  were  in  company 
with  you  at  your  houfe  ? 

White.  Yes  ;  and  there  was  my  hufband,  and  Brown’s 
wife,  and  Mitchell’s  wife. 


Brown’s  Defence. 


Brown.  While  I  lived  at  Paddington,  Mitchell  came  to 
me,  and  faid,  he  was  in  an  information,  and  begged  me  to  let 
him  flay  with  me,  and  he  ftaid  three  or  four  days;  but  there 
was  a  good  fquire  that  lived  next  door,  and  his  fervants  feeing 
Mitchell,  they  told  me,  the  fquire  was  angry,  that  I  let  fuch 
a  loofe  fellow  lodge  with  me  ;  I  acquainted  Mitchell  with  it, 
and  he  faid,  if  I  would  lend  him  a  great  coat,  he  would  go 
off,  and  fo  he  did.  In  two  or  three  weeks  after,  1  went  and 
lodged  at  White’s,  and  Mitchell  lodged  there  at  the  fame  time. 
He  wTas  in  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  faid,  he  wiftied  I 
would  go  to  fuch  and  fuch  places.  I  told  him  I  had  ftained 
my  character  already,  and  did  not  care  to  bring  myfelf  into  a 
fcrape  again.  He  told  me,  he  had  been  in  a  great  many 
concerns  himfelf,  and  if  he  was  taken,  he  was  fure  to  be  a 

*  They  were  purfuid  o  Kinjftun,  but  being  £rne  from  thence  by  water, 
the  pu  fucis  ruJt  oa  tu  Putney. 

dead 
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dead  mao,  and  therefore  he  would  fwear  any  man’s  life  away* 
to  fave  hi.s  own,  for  he  did  not  care  who  he  was  an  evidence 
againft. 

John  Harvey.  I  hn'e  known  Brown  five  or  fix  years, 
he  lodged  in  a  houfe  where  I  had  lived  fifteen  years  :  I  ne¬ 
ver  heard  an  oath  come  out  of  his  mouth,  nor  any  body  fpeak 
ill  of  him.  *  .  ■ .  . 

Court.  He  fays  himfelf,  that  his  character  was  fiained. 

Harvey .  It  is  three  years  fince  I  was  acquainted  with 
him.  .  1 

"John  Pofer.  I  have  known  him  above  three  years,  he 
bought  fowls  and  rabbits  at  Leadenhall-Market,  and  fold  them 
about  the  ftreets,  and  behaved  himfelf  very  modeftly  and 
handfomely. 

Thomas  Crofby .  He  lived  in  our  neighbourhood  a 
year  and  a  half  ago,  and  then  I  believed  him  to  be  very  ho- 
neft. 

George  Pardon.  I  have  known  him  four  years,  and  never 
heard  any  ill  of  him. 

i  * 

Whitlock’s  Defence . 

Whitlock .  Pray  afk  the  conftable,  if  he  took  the  colonel’s 
piftols  from  me  ? 

Corf  able.  I  faw  it  taken  out  of  Whitlock’s  pocket 
at  Putney,  and  his  pocket  was  pulled  off  in  getting  it 
out. 

Court .  Now  you  have  it  with  a  circumftance. 

Whitlock.  Here  is  George  Sutton  can  give  an  account  of 
me- 

George  Sutton .  I  know  him  only  by  his  being  in 
goal. 

Henry  Sutton ,  (George  Sutton’s  father).  The  colonel 
fwore  to  my  fon  as  one  that  was  in  the  robbery. 

Juftice  Deveil.  George  Sutton,  having  been  in  a  great 
many  robberies,  was  brought  before  me  on  fufpicion  of 
being  concerned  in  this,  the  colonel  obferved  him  very 
narrowly,  and  fwore,  that  to  the  Left  of  his  knowledge, 
he  believed  him  to  be  one  of  the  four  that  broke  into  his 

houfe* - - — Thofe  were  his  very  words,  7"o  the  heft  of 

bis  knowledge.  Sutton  pretended  that  he  lay  at  a  houfe  in 
St.  Giles’s  that  night,  but  a  conftable,  who  the  fame  night  had 
fearched  every  room  of  that  houfe,  declared,  that  Sutton  was 
not  there. 

lidary  Sutton The  colonel  charged  my  fon. 


5 


Court  * 
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Court.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it ;  but  upon  recolledlion, 
Jie  found  his  miflake. 

I Vh  it  lock.  Juitice  Deveil  offered  Sutton  a  purfe  of  guineas 
to  be  an  evidence. 

G .  Sutton.  He  faid  it  would  be  money  ih  my  way,  if  I 
would  turn  evidence. 

jufhce  Deveil .  I  only  told  him  of  the  king’s  re¬ 
ward. 

G  orge  Sutton .  It  was  fvvorn,  that  I  was  a  diforderly 
perfon,  and  fo  you  lent  me  to  Tothillfields-Bridewell  ;  and 
you  told  me,  if  I  knew  any  thing  of  this  affair,  and 
would  make  a  difeovery,  there  W2s  a  reward  in  the  procla- 
mation. 

Court.  And  any  other  might  have  faid  the  fame. 

Jane  JFocd.  Whitlock  has  worked  four  times  for  my 

hufband. - The  firft  was  twelve  years  ago ;  and  the 

lad,  two  months  ago,  and  he  was  very  faithful  to  his 
truft. 

Daniel  /Akins.  I  have  known  him  five  or  fix  years, 

and  never  knew  any  thing  amifs  of  him - - 1  faw  him 

(even  or  eight  years  ago.  He  is  a  farrier,  and  I  am  a 
lawyer. 

William  Gent .  T  wo  years  ago,  he  lodged  in  the 
fame  houfe  with  me,  and  went  out  to  work  every  morn- 
ing. 

John  Hunt.  I  have  known  him  four  or  five  years,  at  the 
Bell  and  Bull  in  Finfbury,  and  at  his  brother’s  in  Rag-Fair, 
and  never  heard  any  hurt  of  him. 

Henry  Fleet.  Nor  I,  and  I  have  known  him  from  a 
child. 

Thomas  Gardner.  He  worked  with  me  fome  time  ago. 

Court.  How  long  ago  ? 

Thomas  Gardner.  I'en  years,  but  he  came  and  drank  a 
bowl  of  punch  with  me,  within  thefe  fix  weeks. 

Whitlock.  1  fee  a  gentleman  here  in  court,  that  knows 
me. 

Mr.  Wigley.  He  ufed  to  fhoe  my  horfes.  I  know  nothing 
more  of  him,  but  that  about  eighteen  months  ago,  he  broke 
out  of  the  New  Goal. 


The  jury  found  them  guilty.  Death. 
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The  Ordinary  of  Newgate's  Account . 

William  Brown ,  about  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  born  in  the 
Weft  country,  of  honed  parents,  who  gave  him  good  educa¬ 
tion  at  fchoo),  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic^,  to  dt 
him  for  bufinefs,  and  inftruded  him  in  the  chridian  religion. 
He  was  not  of  any  trade,  but  did  country-work,  and  fettled 
himfelf  in  a  farm  ;  but  his  inclination  not  being  good,  he 
fpent  too  much,  and  was  obliged  to  quit  his  leafe;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  met  with  fome  difappointment  about  a  marriage,  he  came 
to  London,  where  by  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  became  a 
poulterer,  and  married  a  wife,  with  whom  he  lived  fome  time 
in  Holborn,  and  then  he  removed  to  Paddington,  where  the 
heft  of  the  place,  particularly  colonel  Des  Roma  ne,  encou¬ 
raged  him  j  and  in  this  way  he  maintained  his  family  very 
well;  ’till  falling  in  with  bad  company,  he  was  not  proof  a- 
gainft  their  pernicious  advice,  and  this  brought  him  to  fpeedy 
deftruction.  He  left  Paddington,  after  he  was  abandoned  to 
a  loofe  life,  and  went  to  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  where 
his  chief  companions  were,  and  before  his  character  was  blown, 
and  then  he  commenced  thief,  robber,  and  highwayman, 
without  reftraint,  fcarce  minding  any  other  bufinefs  at  all,  un- 
Jefs  for  a  pretence,  that  he  might  not  be  fufpecied.  He  con- 
fefted,  that  he^  was  concerned  in  a  great  number  of  highway 
robberies,  houfe-breakings,  and  thefts,  before  he  left  Padding¬ 
ton,  and  fince,  always  in  company  with  Whitlock  and  fome 
others,  and  (as  was  talked)  with  William  johnfton,  which 
(as  is  faid)  Johnfton  denied,  and  Brown  did  not  accufe  him, 
and  faid,  he  knew  nothing  of  his  being  guilty  of  fuch  adfions: 
though  this  may  be  much  doubted  of.  He  acknowledged  the 
robbing  of  colonel  Des  Romaine,  as  was  fworn  againft  him, 
and  that  they  treated  the  colonel  and  his  maid  moft  cruelly 
and  barbaroufiy,  which  was  the  height  of  ingratitude  in  him, 
fince  that  gentleman  had  always  been  very  civil  and  obliging 
to  him.  He  waited  as  a  watch  in  the  entry,  while  the  others 
went  up  and  rifled  the  boufe.  In  the  beginning  of  Q&ober 
lad,  they  committed  feveral  robberies  about  Edgeworth,  and 
afterwards  in  Surry,  after  which  they  were  taken  up,  and 
brought  to  their  deferved  and  condign  punifhment.  He  was 
not  fo  frank  in  his  confefttons  as  Whitlock,  yet  at  laft  he 
owned  a  robbery,  tor  which  others  were  blamed.  He  was 
a  difobedient  youth  to  his  parents,  a  breaker  of  the  Lord’s 
day,  a  negle&er  of  ordinances,  a  lover  of  vile  company,  and 

<  too 
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too  much  addi&ed  to  drinking  5  for  which,  and  other  vices, 
God  in  juftice  afHi&ed  hfon.  He  behaved  well  under  fentence, 
wept  bitterly  and  often  ;  declared  his  hopes  of  obtaining  falva- 
tion  by  Chrift ;  that  he  truly  repented  of  all  his  fins,  and  was 
in  peace  with  all  the  world. 

The  ConfeJJion  of  William  Broww. 

The  firft  fa 61  that  I  ever  committed,  was  in  company  with 
Jofeph  Whitlock  on  the  Romford  road,  where  we  flopped  a 
higler,  and  robbed  him  of  about  forty  or  fifty  (hillings ;  then 
we  came  to  town  the  fame  night  and  ihared  the  money,  and 
fo  we 'parted,  vve  went  home  to  our  lodgings.  After  that, 
wanting  money  to  buy  us  piftols,  we  went  out  again,  and 
robbed  one  they  call  dame  Holland,  about  a  mile  beyond  Dul¬ 
wich,  of  about  forty  or  fifty  drillings;  then  we  furnifhed  .our- 
feWes  with  piftols.  After  this  robbery,  Whitlock  and  I  made 
an  agreement  to  go  and  fee  his  friends,  who  lived  not  far  from 
Salifbury;  and  in  the  evening,  I  and  Whitlock  knocked  at  a 
man  s  door,  no  body  being  there  hut  himfelf,  his  man-fervant 
and  maid-fervant,  whom  we  tied  by  their  hands  and  then  ri¬ 
fled  the  houfe  to  the  value  of  about  twenty  pound.  The  fame 
evening  we  went  to  another  houfe  not  far  from  that  which  we 
robbed  before,  where  we  thought  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
money  ;  we  knocked  at  the  door  after  the  fame  manner  as 
we  did  before  :  we  took  from  that  houfe  to  the  value  of  about 
three  guineas,  and  fome  fmall  matter  of  filver;  where  we 
bound  all  the  family  except  two  fmall  children;  from  each 
houfe  we  took  a  gun  in  order  for  our  defence  for  fear  of  being 
purfued  ;  but  not  being  purfued,  we  hid  them  in  a  tree  within 
a  few  miles  of  Winchefter,  where  we  did  defig n  to  get  poft- 
horfes,  in  order  to  come  for  Loqdon,  but  could  not,  fo  we 
were  obliged  to  walk -it. 

When  vve  came  to  London,  Whitlock  brought  me  into 
company  with  Mitchell  ;  not  long  after  we  had  been  acquaint¬ 
ed,  we  confuked  together  to  ro  >  Mr.  Jerock,  the  king’s  jew¬ 
eller,  after  the  following  manner,  viz.  One  of  us  was  to  ring 
at  the  door,  which  was  accordingly  done,  when  the  gardener 
came,  and  afked  him  what  he  wanted  ?  He  replied,  and  afked, 
if  madam  Dehart  was  there  ?  and  the  gardener  made  anfwer 
(he  was  gone  ;  and  we  found  we  could  not  get  in,  one  of  us 
laid,  it  is  very  hard  we  fliould  go  home  without  any  thing ; 
with  that,  I  replied,  here  is  one  colonel  Des  Romaines,  whom 
I  ufed  to  ferve  with  fowls  and  rabbits,  we  will  go  and  knock 
17  Gg  at 
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at  his  door;  with  that  we  all  went  to  the  coloners  houfe,  and 
one  t)f  us  knocked  at  the  door,  at  which  the  colonel  himfelf 
came  to  it ;  on  his  opening  the  door  we  tbruft  in,  and  at  the 
fame  time  one  of  us  knocked  the  colonel  down  with  a  cut- 
lafs,  and  fwore  if  he  did  not  deliver  his  money,  that  he  would 
murder  him  ;  with  that  the  colonel  faid  he  had  no  money  in 
his  houfe ;  al!  the  time  Whitlock  ftood  over  him  with  a  piftol 
to  his  head :  the  colonel  making  fome  refinance,  I  came  in, 
and  pulled  him  by  one  of  his  legs,  and  threw  him  upon  his 
back-fide,  and  then  put  my  hand  in  his  pocket,  and  took 
from  him  his  gold  watch,  and  about  16s.  in  hiver;  after  this, 
one  of  us  took  him  by  the  collar,  and  Whitlock  followed  him 
with  his  piftol,  and  led  him  into  a  back-room  where  the  maid 
was,  in  order  to  light  a  candle,  and  there  we  demanded  his 
keys.  The  colonel  replied,  I  will  (how  you  every  thing  I 
have  in  my  houfe,  for,  faid  he,  gentlemen,  I  aiiureyou  I  have 
no  money  ;  fave  my  life  I  beg  of  you,  jmd  what  plate  I  have 
in  the  houfe  you  fhal]  have :  upon  which  one  of  us  took  the 
colonel  by  the  collar,  and  led  him  up  ftairs,  at  the  lame  time 
Whitlock  followed  him  clofe  with  a  piftol  in  his  hand  ;  and 
when  they  came  up  ftairs,  the  colonel  fhowed  us  where  the 
plate  lay,  which  we  took,  and  made  the  colonel  go  down 
ftairs,  and  then  we  put  him  in  the  back  room  with  his  maid, 
where  {he  was  tied  and  confined  all  the  time  the  robbery  was 
committing  ;  after  we  had  tied  the  colonel,  we  went  and  ri¬ 
fled  the  houfe  of  wearing  apparel,  linen,  &c.  Says  Mitchell, 
I  am  a-dry.  I’ll  fee  if  there  is  any  liquor  in  the  houfe,  with 
that  he  went  into  the  cellar,  and  brought  up  four  or  five  pints 
of  wine,  which  we  drank  up  ;  fays  Mitchell,  the  colonel 
keeps  but  a  poor  houfe,  for  he  has  neither  beer  nor  brandy  in 
it,  only  a  glafs  of  wine  :  after  this,  Whitlock  faid  he  was  a- 
hungry,  upon  which  Mitchell  replied,  I  know  the  houfe  very 
well  now,  fo  I  will  go  and  fee  if  the  colonel  has  got  any 
victuals  ;  with  that  he  went  down  ftairs,  and  brought  up  two 
or  three  ribs  of  mutton  and  fome  butter,  which  we  all  eat  part 
of;  after  we  had  done  eating  we  took  a  glafs  or  two  of  wine, 
and  then  packed  up  the  cloaths,  and  all  fat  down  in  the  paf- 
fage,  for  about  two  or  three  hours  ;  then  left  the  houfe  and 
made  the  beft  of  our  way  for  London ;  when  we  came  near 
the  town,  we  went  towards  Iflington,  and  juft  by  Black- 
mary’s-Hole  we  parted,  two  one  way,  and  two  another.  I 
afked  Whitlock  how  we  fhould  difpofe  of  the  goods,  Mitchell 
replied,  I  know  very  well  how  to  difpofe  of  the  cloaths,  watch 
and  plate,  which  we  did  the  day  after  the  robbery,  meeting 
together  at  the  Hand  and  Flower,  the  other  fide  of  the  water, 

when 
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when  we  agreed  together  to  fell  the  plate  and  watch  to  one 
Mr.  Bodenham,  in  the  Old-Bailey,  Mitchell  faying  he  knew 
him  very  well ;  for  he  had  dealt  with  him  for  feveral  things 
before. 

I  defire  all  perfons  (efpeci&lly  young  men)  to  take  warning 
by  my  ignominious  death,  and  I  hope  God  will  give  you  grace, 
(more  than  I  have  had)  to  avoid  bad  company,  for  that  has 
been  my  utter  ruin.  I  hope  all  good  chriflians  will  not  reflexion 
my  unfortunate  wife  and  four  fmall  children,  for  fee  was  infen- 
fible  of  my  way  of  life;  for  I  always  told  her  by  feveral  differ¬ 
ent  fiories  how  I  got  my  money  ;  and  if  I  had  taken  her  ad¬ 
vice,  I  had  never  brought  myfelf  to  this  untimely  end.  I  die 
in  charity  with  all  the  world,  and  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
my  poor  foul. 

The  following  Account ,  Whitlock  defined  might  he  pub- 

li fined  in  the  Dying-Speech. 

fiofirph  Whitlock ,  born  in  Wiltfhire,  put  apprentice  to  a 
fmith  and  farrier  in  Salifbury,  where  I  ferved  my  mailer  four 
years;  a'ter  which,  I  went  away  from  him,  by  reafon  of  a 
young  woman  I  kept  company  with,  whom  I  left  behind  me, 
and  came  up  to  London,  deflitute  of  all  friends,  but  got  into 
buhnefs  in  a  very  little  time,  and  continued  therein  for  near 
five  years,  well  refpe&ed  by  all  my  acquaintance  ;  after  the 
five  years  expired,  I  married  my  now  wife,  who  then  lived 
at  Lambeth,  where  I  fettled,  by  whom  I  have  had  five  chil¬ 
dren,  two  whereof  are  now  living,  who  has  always  behaved 
herfelf  juftly  and  honefily  ;  we  lived  together  for  near  fix  years 
well  refpedled  ;  but  being  acquainted  with  Jofeph  Addifon,  a 
barber,  who  lived  at  Lambeth,  and  ufually  drinking  with  him 

at  one  W - n’s,  who  kept  the  Bell  ale-houfe  there,  where 

Addifon  ufed,  was  drawn  in  by  him  frequently  to  drink  and 
lofe  my  time,  which  was  the  firft  bringing  me  to  my  unhappy 
misfortunes,  which  began  about  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  when 
myfeif,  Addifon,  and  another  (through  Addifpn’s  perfuafion) 
went  to  the  bifliop  of  Canterbury’s  palace, ^and  Hole  from 

thence  fix  geefe,  which  we  carried  to  W - n’s  the  next  day, 

where  we  had  one  dreffed  that  night  for  fupper,  and  fhared 

the  other  five  among  us,  of  which  W - n  had  a  part.  The 

ruxt  thing  I  committed  through  Aiddifon’s  mitigation  was,  he 
hearing  I  had  a  brother  who  lived  in  Church-Lane,  in  Rag- 
hair,  worth  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  knowing  I  could  not 
keep  his  company  without  money,  perfuaded  me  to  rob  him, 

G  g  2  whicli 
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which  I  did,  and  at  feveral  times  took  from  him  near  150I. 
which  I  did  in  the  following  mariner;  being  well  refpecled  by 
my  brother,  1  iifed  every  Sunday  to  go  to  fee  him,  nhd  under 
pretence  of  brufhing  my  cloaths  in  the  fhop,  I  leaned  over  the 
counter  and  pulled  out  one  of  the  drawers,  from  whence  i 
took  the  money  prorriifcuoufiy. 

Another  time,  being  of  a  Sunday,  I  went  over  as  ufual, 
and  miffing  the  money  in  the  drawers  (my  brother  being  in 
the  kitchen)  and  there  being  a  prefs  bed  in  the  fhop,  wherein 
he  ufed  to  lie  ;  I  took  his  breeches  from  off  the  teafter  of  the 
bed,  and  took  from  thence  a  purfe  wherein  was  about  twenty- 
five  guineas,  and  in  one  or  the  pockets  about  ten  penny-worth 
of  half-pence,  which  I  put  into  the  purfe,  and  carried  the 
gold  away,  and  went  over  the  water  diredlly  to  Addifon’fi, 
and  told  him  what  I  had  done ;  and  being  fet  in  the  fhop  a- 
fliaving,  I  faw  my  brother  pufh  by,  and  knowing  my  felt 
guilty,  went  up  into  Addifon’s  room,  and  fiaid  there  till  I 
heard  by  him  they  were  gone,  and  then  went  to  W — — -'*s 
houfe,  and  fat  drinking  there  the  beft  part  of  the  night. 

The  next  day  myfelf  and  Addifon  went  into  the  country 
and  Laid  till  about  two  o’clock  the  next  morning  before  we 
came  home,  where  my  brother  and  another  waited  for  me, 
and  brought  me  over  the  water,  charging  me  with  robbing 
him,  which  I  ftiffly  denied;  and,  having  an  opportunity,  tied 
the  money,  which  I  had  left,  in  the  tail  of  my  fhirt,  and  a- 
bout  five  guineas  in  my  fhoes,  which  upon  fearching  me 
they  found  ;  but  not  pulling  off  my  breeches,  they  did  not 
find  the  remainder  ;  on  which,  after  threatening  me,  they 
left  me,  in  the  houfe,  and  I  got  away,  and  went  to  my  com¬ 
panions  at  W- — n’s  houfe,  and  told  them  all  that  hap¬ 
pened,  and  what  money  I  had  faved,  when  we  fell  to  drink¬ 
ing  ;  but  was  informed  by  W — - n,  that  my  brother  had 

been  there  to  make  an  enquiry  how  I  lived  ;  when  W- — —  n 
told  him,  that  1  was  his  follower,  (he  being  a  bailiff)  and  by 
that  means  got  a  great  deal  of  money,  befides  what  I  got  by 
my  own  bufmefs  of  a  farrier.  ' 

But,  one  tiffi|  in  particular,  (my  brother  being  a  confhble) 
Addifon  and  the  other  perfuaded  me  to  go  and  rob  him, 
which  1  did  in  the  following  manner;  Addifon,  myfelf,  and 

tl)e  other,  went  from  W - ’s  houfe  while  my  brother  was 

at  church,  when  I  opened  the  door,  they  Landing  by  to  watch, 
and  I  robbed  him  of  fifty  guineas,  a  .Giver  watch,  and  a  ring, 
and  came  out  again  and  locked  the  Greet- door  undjfcovered. 

The  money  being  fpent,  Addifon  propofed  the  robbing  of 
one  Mr.  Moore,  who  jives  at  Lambeth,  a  gentleman,  he 
1  ;  *  faid, 
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faid,  who  was  worth  fome  thoufand  pounds,  which  would 
be  the  making  of  us  3  but  wanting  to  buy  materials  for  fuch 

an  enterprize,  W— - n  advanced  the  money,  at  the  fame 

time  telling  us,  he  was  indebted  to  his  brewer  100I.  and 
that  he  muff  have  fch  a  fum  if  we  fucceeded,  which  Ad- 
difon  promifed  he  fhould,  and  icob  more  to  it  ;  we  there¬ 
upon,  that  Is,  myfelf,  A^ddiion  and  the  other,  went  into 
Monmouth  ffreet,  and  provided  ourfelves  with  banyans, 
mafks  and  piflols,  and  proceeded  to  commit  the  robbery 
in  the  following  manner :  there  being  an  outer-gate,  we 
eafily  drew  back  the  fpring-Iock,  when  Addifon  and  the 
other  went  to  the  inner-door,  myfelf  was  pofted  at  the 
outer  gate,  where  was  a  bell  which  I  rung ;  when  the 
maid  came  to  the  door,  there  being  a  grate  to  look 
through,  (lie  aiked  who  was  at  the  gate?  I  allied  her  whether 
Mr.  Moore  was  within,  and  that  I  had  a  letter  for  him, 
on  which  {he  opened  the  door,  and  Addifon  and  the  other 
feized  her  ;  I  followed  them  and  went  into  the  room, 
where  we  found  an  old  woman,  who  begged  us  not  to 
murder  her,  but  take  all  fhe  had  ;  but  afking  for  the  gentle¬ 
man,  was  told  he  was  in  his  ftudy  up  flairs,  on  which  I 
took  a  candle  and  was  going  up  to  him,  but  on  the  maid’s 
crying  out,  he  having  heard  her,  as  I  fuppofe,  I  met  him 
on  the  {fairs,  and  holding  the  candle  to  fee  whether  he  had 
any  fire  arms,  fome  how  with  his  hands  he  {hook  the 
candle  out  of  my  hand,  and  the  other  perfon  at  the  fame 
time  letting  the  maid  go,  (he  got  open  the  door  and  ran  out 
crying  murder,  thieves  and  fire  ;  when  the  other  perfon 
went  after  her  with  a  pretence  of  catching  her,  but  never 
returned  ;  on  which  we  made  our  efcape  without  doing 
any  thing.  About  two  or  three  days  afterwards  we  were 
taken  up  on  fufpicion,  and  carried  before  juffice  Kent, 
who  committed  us  to  the  New-Gaol  in  Surry,  on  a  flrong 
fufpicion  of  having  intended  to  commit  the  faid  robbery  ; 

when  W— - n  fearing  it  would  come  out,  and  he  be 

charged  therewith,  went  to  the  faid  Mr.  Kent,  and  made  a 
confeflion,  which  not  being  fufficient,  Addifon  was  admitted 
an  evidence;  but,  before  the  aflizes  came,  I  made  my  efcape  out 
of  the  gaol,  and  went  to  France,  where  I  {faid  about  feven  days, 
and  then  returned  to  London,  and  from  thence  to  Briftol,  where 
I  worked  about  fix  weeks  ;  but  not  being  eafy,  came  up  to 
London  again,  and  ffaid  fome  time  ;  when  I  went  down  to 
Exeter,  where  I  worked  fome  time  ;  but  not  yet  being  eafy 
I  came  to  a  place  called  Hindoo,  near  Salifbury,  where  [ 
v*  orked  about  a  qu  rter  ;  of  a  year  but  there  being  a  rob- 
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bery  committed,  and  it  being  known  that  I  efcaped  out  of 
gaol,  I  was  taken  up  on  fufpicion,  but  nothing  appearing 
againft  me,  I  was  detained  on  account  only  of  breaking 
the  gaol,  and  was  brought  up  to  my  old  confinement,  in 
order  to  take  my  trial  at  Kingfton  aflizes,  where  I  was  ac¬ 
quitted,  and  there  I  became  acquainted  with  Brown  and 
Mitchell  ;  and  Brown  liking  my  converfation,  fent  to  Lam¬ 
beth  to  fpeak  with  me  at  his  houfe  at  Paddington  ;  where 
we  confulted  to  rob  the  king’s  jeweller,  who  had  a  houfe 
there,  but  being  difappointed,  we  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Colonel  Des  Romaines,  when  Brown  opened  the  gate, 
and  knocking  at  the  door,  the  colonel  came  to  the  door, 
whom  we  robbed  of  a  watch,  plate,  and  linen  of  value. 
Aker  we  came  into  the  houfe  we  tied  the  colonel,  and 
blind-folded  him  at  the  fame  time  ;  he  faid,  If  you’ll  untie 
me,  I’ll  open  the  locks  myfelf,  and  went  up  flairs  accord¬ 
ingly  and  did  fo  ;  then  we  brought  him  down  again,  and 
tied  him  by  the  maid,  and  afterwards  we  rifled  the  houfe, 
and  went  from  thence  about  three  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Some  days  after  which,  we,  w7ith  Mitchell,  went  on  the 
Effex-road,  and  committed  feveral  robberies  near  Grays; 
when  we  had  robbed  the  perfons  we  tied  them,  and  carried 
them  into  a  held  together.  And  another  time  we  waited  for 
feme  butchers  coming  from  Romford  market,  where  we  flopped 
a  butcher  and  his  wife  on  horfeback  :  the  man  faid  he  had  no 
money ;  on  which  Mitchell  ftruck  the  woman  with  a  flick 
on  the  head,  by  which  blow  (he  fell  from  the  horfe,  and  I 
catched  her  in  my  arms  ;  we  robbed  them  of  a  (mail  matter, 
and  afterwards  tied  them  together  with  cords,  for  which  we 
were  purfued,  but  efcaped. 

Some  time  after  this,  Brown  and  myfelf  met  at  Johnffon’s 
houfe  near  Shoreditch,  who  is  to  be  executed  with  me  for  the 
murder  of  Taaman,  in  Thames- ft reet.  Then  we  went  on 
the  Edger  road,  and  near  Edger,  juft  by  the  windmill,  we 
met  with  one  Partridge,  a  farmer,  on  horfeback,  about  eight 
o’clock  at  night,  whom  we  demounted,  and  made  him  go 
over  a  gate  into  a  field,  and  from  thence  into  another,  where 
we  robbed  him  of  thirty-five  fhillings,  a  great  coat,  a  hat 
with  a  black  edge,  and  a  mourning  hat- band.  We  cut  the 
girths  of  the  fad  die,  and  I  threw  the  faddle  over  the  gate  : 
we  afked  him  whether  he  had  been  at  London,  and  he  told  us 
no,  he  had  been  to  make  an  agreement  with  his  landlord 
about  a  farm.  We  afked  him  further,  whether  he  was  a 
moneyed  man  ?  and  he  replied,  No,  he  wanted  money  as 
much  as.  we  did.  This  robbery  we  committed  about  the  be- 
3  .ginning 
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ginning  of  October  lafl,  the  day  1  cannot  remember,  but  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  the  eighth. 

From  thence  we  went  to  London,  and  met  the  next  day 
at  the  Red -Lion  on  Tower-Hill,  in  order  to  fell  the  great 
coat  and  hat  ;  and  from  thence  we  went  to  Rag-Fair,  where 
one  of  us  kept  the  coat,  and  Brown  kept  the  hat,  and  al¬ 
lowed  me  my  fhare  in  money  ;  the  coat  I  took  particular  no¬ 
tice  of,  having  wore  it  myfelf  that  night,  and  it  was  tore  up 
in  the  back  feam  about  five  or  fix  inches. 

After  this  we  went  on  the  Surry  road,  and  committed  fe- 
veral  robberies,  particularly  a  gentleman  who  lived  at  King- 
fton,  which  was  the  lafi:  before  we  were  taken  ;  which  was 
after  the.  following  manner  :  having  been  much  fatigued  that 
day,  and  it  being  late,  we  came  down  to  the  water-fide,  and 
got  into  a  boat  on  the  Thames,  and  thinking  ourfelves  fafe, 
went  to  fleep;  but  the  robberies  we  had  committed  being  noifed 
about  the  country,  we  were  taken. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  beg  all  young  people  will 
take  warning  by  me,  and  heartily  defire  no  perfon  will  refledfc 
on  my  poor  wife,  who  always  was  a  dutiful  one  to  me,  and  al¬ 
ways  perfuaded  me  from  thofeevil  courfes,  which  brought  me 
to  my  (hameful  end. 

They  were  both  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday,  De¬ 
cember  1 9,  1733* 
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WILLIAM  RAY,  for  the  Murder  of  his  Wife,  April  29, 

1 7  34- 

11/  ILLIAM  RAY  was  indicled  for  the  murder  of  Mary, 
y*  his  wife,  by  giving  her  ‘feveral  mortal  wounds  and 
bruifes  on  her  head,  face,  eyes  bread:  and  ftomach,  April  29, 
of  which  wounds  and  bruifes  fhe  languilhed  till  the  fourth  of 
May,  and  then  died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indicted  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition 
for  the  Laid  murder. 

Elizabeth  Jdger.  Qp  Tuefday  I  went  to  the  prifoner’s1 
{hop,  tiie  corner  of  Lincoln VFields,  for  a  dram,  and  his 
wife,  the  deceafed,  was  lying  upon  fume  draw  behind  the 
counter.  How  do  you  do,  Mrs.  Ray  ?  fays  I.  She  made 
me  no  anfwer,  hut  the  prifoner’s  mother  faid,  file  was  very 
ill.  Aye,  fays  the  prifoner,  file  has  gut  a  black  eye.  How 


came 


228 


WILLIAM  RAY,  for  Murder. 

came  {he  by  it f  fays  I.  Why,  fays  he,  I  gave  it  her  acci¬ 
dentally.  I  think  you  are  always  giving  her  black  eyes,  fays 
I.  But  this  was  her  own  fault,  fays  he  ;  for  yeiierday,  while 
I  was  gone  out  with  two  gallons  of  brandy,  Sam.  Badham, 
and  another,  came  in  to  drink,  and  that  other  man  ilruck 
my  wife  on  the  breafl.  I  coming  home  before  he  was  gone, 
my  wife  Laid ,  will  you  fee  me  murdered  ?  And  upon  that,  I 
knocked  him  down  ;  but  fixe  'going  to  take  his  part,  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  give  her  a  black  eye.  I  went  next  day,  when  the 
prifoner  faid,  his  mother,  Mrs.  Ray,  had  fetched  his  wife 
away  in  a  chair,  to  her  houfe  in  Eagle-flreet  ;  fo  I  went  to 
fee  her  there.  She  was  lying  upon  the  bed  in  a  loofe  gown. 
She  had  a  terrible  black  eye,  and  as  I  kneeled  by  the  bed-fide,  file 
faid,  as  plain  as  fhe  could  fpeak,  I  am  killed  !  I  am  murdered  ! 
This  was  all  I  could  underftand,  for  fhe  had  got  a  great  faul- 
tering  in  her  fpeech  by  the  hurt  fhe  had  received.  The  prt- 
foner  coming  into  the  room,  I  held  her  up,  and  begged  her 
to  kifs  him  ;  fire  killed  me,  but  ilid  her  head  away  from  him. 
Three  weeks  before  this  I  faw  her  at  the  fhop,  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  was  there  too.  I  afked  her  how  fhe  did  ?  Do,  fays  fhe, 
bad  enough.  See  how  this  rogue  kills  me,  and  cuts  me  to 
pieces.  See  how  he  has  cut  my  gown,  and  fee  what  a  con¬ 
dition  my  arms  are  in.  And  indeed  her  arms  were  black 
and  blue.  So  I  fpent  fix  pence  to  make  them  friends  again, 
by  the  fame  token  that  I  fcor’d  it  up,  and  have  not  paid  it 
yet. 

Ann  Jones .  On  Monday,  April  29,  as  I  was  (landing 
at  Mr.  Banks’s  door,  which  faces  the  prifoner’s  fhop.  I  heard 
a  great  noife,  and  looking,  I  faw  the  prifoner  beating  his  wife  ; 
there  was  no  foul  but  they  two  in  the  (hop,  with  his  lift 
clenched  thus — he  gave  her  a  violent  blow  on  the  bread. 
She  cried,  murder  !  and  then  he  gave  her  a  violent  blow  on 
the  cheft,  which  knocked  her  down.  The  mob  gathering,  I 
went  over  to  my  own  door,  which  is  next  to  the  prifoner’s. 
He  came  out,  and  afked  them  what  they  wanted  ?  1  hen  he 
went  in,  and  {hut  the  door.  By  and  by  he  came  out  again, 
and  went  over  to  the  ale-houfe,  Mr.  Cary’s,  and  called  for  a 
pint  of  beer.  On  Tuefday  fhe  was  very  ill.  On  W eonef- 
day  fhe  was  carried  to  his  mother’s,  at  a  farrier’s  fhop  in 
Eagle-flreet,  and  on  Saturday  fhe  .died.  I  have  oiten  feen 
him  beat  her  before  this,  and  feen  her  arms  as  black:  as  this 
coat,  and  (Ire  has  frequently  faid,  he  was  a  murdering,  thiev¬ 
ing  dog,  and  that  fhe  died  by  inches.  In  particular,  fix 
weeks  before  the  laft  quarrel,  I  got  up  between  three  and  four 
jh  the  morning,  to  burn  cork,  for  I  keep  a  cork- (hop  ;  I 

went 


WILLIAM  RAY,  for  Murder.  229 

went  to  light  a  candle,  and  found  the  deceafed  drefled  vafthv 
clean,  and  leaning  on  the  counter.  I  was  furprized  to  fee  her 
drefled  fo  foon.  She  winked  upon  me,  and  faid,  fhe  had 
been  at  a  labour.  I  laughed,  and  told  her,  when  I  went  to  a 
labour,  I  never  returned  fo  foon.  She  winked  again,  and 
afked  me  to  give  her  hanfel  ;  fo  I  laid  out  a  penny  with  her, 
and  went  to  burn  my  cork  ;  which  I  did  by  the  dead  wall. 
She  came  to  me  there,  and  faid,  What  do  you  think  ?  My 
rogue  has  laid  a  pen-  knife  behind  the  counter  where  we  lie, 
and  fwore  he  would  cut  my  throat,  if  I  did  not  get  up  di- 
redfly-  He  beats  and  pinches  me  fo,  that  I  die  by  inches. 

Sarah  Fojbrook.  I  live  at  Mr.  Griffin's,  oppoflte  to  the 
prifoner’s.  On  Monday,  April  29,  in  the  afternoon,  I  heard 
a  quarrefin  the  prifoner’s  (hop,  but  that  being  a  ufual  thing, 

I  did  not  much  mind  it.  The  prifoner  came  out,  and  went 
over  to  the  ale-houfe,  and  in  a  little  time,  his  wife  followed, 
and  faid.  You  dog  !  you  villain  !  you  private  murdering 
rogue  !  i’ll  fkreen  you  no  longer,  for  the  world  fhali  know 
what  a  rogue  you  are. 

This  was  confirmed  bv  Elizabeth  Martin,  who  added,  that 
about  eight  or  nine  on  a  Saturday  night,  fix  weeks  before  the 
laft  quarrel,  file  heard  the  deceafed  cry  murder  !  and  a  foldier 
coming  by  pufhed  open  the  door,  upon  which  the  prifoner 

faid  to  him,  D- - -n  your  blood,  you  fon  of  a  b — h,  are 

you  come  to  rob  me  ? 

Jnn  Beldam.  One  morning  I  called  for  a  dram,  and  faid. 
How  do  you  do,  Mrs.  Ray  ?  I  can’t  do  well,  fays  fhe,  when 
I  have  got  fuch  a  rogue  of  a  hufband.  Her  arm  was  as  black 
as  a  hat,  and  fo  was  her  thigh,  for  fhe  took  up  her  cloaths  and 
fliewed  nfr — fuch  an  arm,  and  fuch  a  thigh,  I  never  faw  in 
my  days  !  lack  a  dazy  !  fays  1,  what  have  you  married?  A 
rogue,  fays  fhe,  a  private  rogue  !  I  die  by  inches.  But  I  fee 
him  coming  over  the  field  ;  for  God’s  fake  take  no  notice,  for 
1  fhall  be  killed  if  you  do. 

John  S mailman,  watchman.  About  three  weeks  before 
her  death,  as  I  was  crying  the  hour  of  eleven,  I  heard  murder 
cried,  and  went  in  ;  fhe  charged  me  to  carry  her  hufband  be¬ 
fore  the  conftable,  and  faid,  if  I  did  not,  fhe  fhou’d  be  mur¬ 
dered  ;  and  while  I  was  there,  he  threw  a  candleflick  at  her. 

I  endeavoured  to  pacify  them  ;  but  he  called  me,  Old  fon  of 
a  b — h,  and  fwore  he  would  knock  my  head  off.  Five 
nights  after,  I  found  him  beating  at  his  own  door  between  one 
and  two  in  the  morning  to  get  in,  and  I  heard  her  afk  him, 
if  fhe  muftlethim  in  to  murder  her?  Says  I,  Why  do  you 

diflurb  the  neighbours  ?  D - n  the  neighbours,  fays  he,  and 

17  H  h  you 
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you  too.  And  fo  I  left  him.  His  brother  threatens  to  mup* 
der  me,  if  he  fhould  be  hanged. 

William  Fitzgeralds  furgeon.  I  aflifled  Mr.  Broomfield 
in  opening  the  body  of  the  deceafed  ;  there  was  a  large  livid 
fpeck  on  the  eve-lid  ;  under  the  eye  I  made  an  incifion,  and 
found  no  extravafated  blood,  but  only  an  aqueous  humour, 
more  than  ufual,  ifiued  from  the  eye.  I  perceived  no  con-4 
tuficn  in  the  head,  but  there  was  a  large  bruife  on  her  arm, 
and  another  on  her  breaft,  four  inches  broad,  and  it  was  as 
black  as  my  hat.  We  opened  the  thorax,  the  breaft-bone,  and 
pectoral  mufcles  on  each  fide  were  much  bruifed,  but  nothing 
Was  amifs  in  the  heart.  Then  we  opened  the  abdomen,  and 
found  a  large  adhefion  of  the  lungs  to  the  pleura.  The  li¬ 
ver  was  tnuch  fwelled,  and  the  hrgenefs  of  it  had  thruft 
up  the  diaphragma,  fo  that  the  lungs  had  no  room  to 
play. 

Court.  Do  you  think  thofe  bruifes  were  mortal  ? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald .  Such  violent  bruifes  often  produce  fevers, 
which  prove  fatal. 

Mr.  Broomfield ,  the  other  furgeon,  depofed  to  the  famfc 
effedL 

/  -  -  •  • 

The  Prifoner1  s  Defence. 

Sarah  Ward .  I  went  for  a  dram  the  day  after  {he  was 
beat :  file  lay  under  the  counter,  I  alked  her  how  fhe  did  ? 
She  faid,  very  ill.  The  prifoner,  her  hufhand,  faid,  a  man 
came  into  the  {hop,  and  beat  her*  and  gave  her  a  black  eve. 
I  hope,  fays  I,  you  did  not  do  it.  No,  fays  he,  God  forbid  ! 
I  would  not  do  fuch  a  thing  for  the  world.  Aye,  fays  {he, 
that  is  true,  for  the  man  called  for  liquor,  and  would  not  pay 
me  ;  but  if  my  hufband  had  been  here  then,  it  had  been  pre¬ 
vented.  I  never  faw  him  quarrel  with  her  in  my  life. 

Mary  Wright.  I  was  at  her  mother’s  houfe,  when  fhe 
was  brought  in.  1  never  heard  her  fay  a  word.  The  pri- 
foner  came  three  times  there  to  fee  her,  but  not  a  word 
palled  between  them.  She  had  violent  convulfion  fits,  and 
died  in  one. 

Mr.  Fitzhenry ,  apothecary.  On  Thurfday  night,  the  fe- 
cond  of  May,  the  prifoner  fent  for  me,  and  hi d  his  wife 
was  very  ill  at  his  mother’s,  begged  me  to  do  what  I  could, 
and  he  would  honefily  pay  me.  i  went,  fhe  had  ftrong  con- 
vulfions,  attended  with  a  fever  ;  her  eye  was  very  black  ;  {he 
endeavoured  to fpeak,  but  could  not.  I  propofed  blitters  between 

her 
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fier  fhoulders,  and  on  her  arms;  but  a  woman,  who  feemed 
to  belong  to  the  houfe,  objected  to  the  blifters  on  her  arms, 
though  I  know  not  why,  and  fo  -there  was  only  one  blifter 
put  on  between  her  fhoulders.  Next  morning  (he  was  better, 
and  fomebody  laid  fiae  had  fpoke  ;  but  in  the  afternoon  (he 
grew  worfc,  and  on  Saturday  I  heard  (he  was  dead.  I  can’t 
pretend  to  fay  what  was  the  caufe  of  her  convulfions. 

Court,  Are  bruifes  apt  to  produce  convulfions,  or  fe¬ 
vers  ? 

Mr.  Fitz henry.  The  leaf!  inflammation  of  the  blo^d  may 
fometimes  have  fuch  effe&s. 

Ann  Ray ,  the  prifoner’s  filler.  The  deceafed  was  brought 
to  my  mother’s  in  a  chair,  (he  walked  up  flairs  with  help  ; 
but  growing  worfe,  I  went  for  her  hufbancf,  the  prifoner,  and 
he  laid  his  hand  on  her,  but  fhe  never  fpoke,  except  Oh  !  to 
him,  nor  any  body  elfe,  all  the  time  fhe  was  at  our  houfe, 
though  one  of  the  witneffes  fwore  otherwife  ;  I  forgot  her 
name,  but  when  file  came  into  the  room,  I  was  on  my 
knees,  reading  The  vifitation  of  the  fick,  and  the  deceafed 
did  not  fpeak  one  word  to  her.  Between  two  and  three  on 
Friday,  the  deceafed  fell  into  convulfions,  and  they  held  her 
till  about  the  fame  time  next  day,  and  then  fhe  died. 

Sufan  Ray,  the  prifpneFs  mother.  The  deceafed  being 
very  bad,  my  Ion  faid  to  me,  Dear  mother,  have  companion 
on  poor  Molly,  for  now  file  is  ill,  I  have  no  convenience  fit 
for  her  in  my  (hop.  So  I  took  her  in  a  chair  to  my  houfe. 
She  could  not  fpeak,  but  fhe  pointed  to  her  arm  to  be  let 
Flood,  and  fo  I  went  to  Mr.  Ward,  the  furgeon,  and  he  bled 
her.  And  the  apothecary  came,  and  fubfcribed  three  blifters; 
but  1  faid,  Let  her  have  but  one. 

Court.  Why  were  you  unwilling  to  have  blifters  put  on 
her  arms  ?  Were  you  afraid  the  apothecary  fhould  fee  her 
arms  ? 

Sufan  Ray.  It  was  only  for  fear  of  terrifying  of  her  too 
much  :  for  I  have  had  blifters  myfelf,  and  I  thought  they  were 
terrible  things  ;  and  if  God  has  ordained  us  to  die,  all  that 
the  phyficians  can  fay  or  fubfcribe,  fignifies  nothing. 

Court.  But  God  has  not  ordained,  that  we  ftiould  fhorten 
our  lives  by  a  wilful  negledt.  Had  the  deceafed  no  bruifes? 

Sujan  Ray .  She  had  a  bruife  on  her  ftomach,  but  that 
was  given  her  by  a  fellow  that  came  into  the  fhop  for  a  dram. 
Jenny  Stuart  faw  him  ftrike  her,  but  they  have  bribed  Jenny 
io  get  out  of  the  way. 

j Court.  Nothing  of  that  has  been  proved. 
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Eleanor  Cradock.  The  deceafed  had  convulfions  three  or 
four  years  before  (he  was  married  to  the  prifoner,  and  Ihe 
wafted  to  a  ’ notomize  :  the  prifoner  always  ufed  her  well,  and 
never  mtjkjied  her,  whatever  fhe  could  eat  or  drink,  he  would 
always  get  it  for  her. 

Ifaac  Thomas.  The  prifoner  has  lived  in  the  fame  houfe 
with  me,  and  I  never  knew  him  give  her  a  blow  ;  but  po¬ 
verty  was  upon  them  both,  and  he  could  not  do  as  he  would. 

Sarah  Elms.  I  was  in  his  {hop  every  day,  and  I  never 
heard  any  blows,  but  {he  was  very  ftckly. 

Sarah  Ward,  again.  The  two  men  are  now  in  cuftody 
who  gave  her  the  blow.  The  prifoner  charged  them  with 
coming  into  his  {hop,  and  beating  his  wife. 


The  jury  found  him  guilty.  Death , 

The  Ordinary  of  Newgate's  Account  of  William  Ray. 


William  Ray,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  honeft  parents, 
at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  who  gave  him  good  education, 
at  fchool,  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  for  oufinefs, 
and  inftru&ed  him  in  the  c'hriftian  religion.  When  of  age, 
he  followed  his  father’s  trade  of  a  horfe-farrier,  and  the  father 
dying  four  years  ago,  he  worked  for  his  mother :  but  not 
agreeing  with  a  friend,  who  was  in  the  {hop  in  company,  ho 
dtd  not  keep  to  his  work,  but  idled  away  his  time  in  drinking, 
bad  company  keeping,  gaming,  and  fuch  diverftons  as  are 
altogether  improper  for  a  tradefman,  or  any  body  who  in¬ 
tends  to  do  well  The  wife  he  married  kept  a  geneva  {hop, 
near  to  his  mother’s,  and  William  got  acquainted  with  her, 
and  thinking  ihe  had  good  bufinefs,  they  were  both  willing  to 
contradt  matrimony,  which  was  about  a  year  ago:  but  it  may 
be  truly  faid,  never  two  were  more  unfortunate  in  a  married 
jftate  than  they :  for  inftead  of  praying  fervently  to  God,  for 
a  bleffing  upon  them  and  their  endeavours  in  that  new  ftate  of 
life,  as  religious  and  virtuous  people  ought  to  do,  there  was 
little  to  be  heard  but  blafpheming,  curfing  and  fwearing  at  one 
another,  which  commonly  ended  in  fighting  and  beating  of 
each  other,  and  making  difturbance  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Both  of  them,  as  he  faid,  had  a  great  inclination  to  drinking, 
and  were  often  fuddled,  when  the  wife  was  very  quarrelfome, 
and  their  bawling  and  fcolding  feldom  ended  without  blows  ; 
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fo  that  all  the  time  of  their  married  Hate,  was  a  life  of  debate, 
contention,  and  enmity. 

As  to  the  murder,  he  denied  that  he  had  any  fuch  intention, 
but  that  he  beat  her  in  an  unmerciful  manner,  and  that  often, 
which  he  did  not  deny  ;  and  for  excufe  he  pretended,  that  fhe 
gave  him  ihe  greateft  provocation,  and  fometimes  fhe  flruck: 
him  firfl;  but  when  they  began  to  fight,  he  was  always  too 
many  for  her,  and  fhe  was  fure  to  come  off  in  the  worfh 
manner. 

He  owned  that  the  night  fhe  was  murdered,  he  had  been 
out  a  drinking,  and  came  home  very  much  in  liquor  ;  but,  as 
to  the  beating  of  her  in  an  unmerciful  manner,  as  a  dying 
man  he  declared  he  knew  nothing  of  it  ;  though  indeed  he 
owned  that  it  might  be  all  true,  for  he  was  fo  drunk,  that  he 
remembered  nothing  of  the  matter,  only  he  faid,  that  an¬ 
other  man,  whom  he  had  caufed  to  be  taken  up,  had  beat  her 
on  the  bread:.  He  was  very  lick,  and  alfo  deaf  a  good  part 
of  the  time  he  was  under  fentence ;  but  fo  me  days  before  he 
died,  he  was  fully  recovered,  and  expreiTed  a  deep  fenfe  of  his 
fins,  though  he  always  endeavoured  to  extenuate  his  guilt, 
with  refpedl  to  the  murder.  He  acknowledged  that  he  was  a 
very  idle  young  man,  a  fabbath-breaker,  and  otherwife  ne¬ 
gligent  of  his  duty  to  God  ;  and  that,  for  thefe  and  other  fins, 
he  wasjuftly  affli&ed.  He  owned  the  juilice  of  his  fentence 
according  to  law ;  declared,  that  he  hoped  for  falvation  thro’ 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrifi:  ;  that  he  was  truly  penitent  for 
the  innumerable  fins  of  his  life  ;  and  he  forgave  ali  injuries, 
as  he  expelled  forgivenefs  from  God. 

At  the  place  of  execution.  Immediately  after  the  cart 
drew  away,  fome  of  William  Ray’s  friends  drawing  him 
down  to  put  him  out  of  pain,  in  a  minute’s  time,  or  a  little 
more,  the  rope  broke,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground,  which  oc¬ 
casioned  a  great  deal  of  confufion,  and  then  the  executioner, 
and  fome  about  him,  took  him  up  and  led  him  to  the  cart, 
and  hung  him  up  again,  but  only  a  little  from  the  ground,  not 
fo  high  as  the  others. 


He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Tuefday,  July  24, 
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pHARLES  MACKLIN,  for  the  Murder  of  Thomai 

Haliam,  May  10,  1735. 

II ARLES  MACKLIN,  was  indited  for  the  murder  of 
^  Thomas  Haliam,  by  thrufling  a  flick  into  his  left  eye, 
&nd  thereby  giving  him  one  mortal  wound  of  the  breadth  of 
a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  depth  of  one  inch  and  a  half,  May  the 
1  oth,  of  which  mortal  wound  he  languifhed  till  the  next  day, 
and  then  died. 

He  was  a  fecond  time  indited  on  the  coroner’s  inquifition 
for  the  faid  murder. 

Tho?nas  Arne .  1  have  the  honour  to  be  numberer  of  the 
boxes  of  Drury  Lane  playhoufe,  under  Mr.  Fleetwood.  On 
Saturday  night,  I  delivered  my  accounts  in  the  property- of¬ 
fice,  and  then  at  eight  at  night  I  came  into  the  fcene-room 
where  the  players  warm  themfelves,  and  fat  down  in  a  chair 
at  the  end  of  the  fire  :  fronting  the  fire,  there’s  a  long  fcrcen 
where  five  or  fix  may  fit.  The  play  was  almofl:  done,  and 
they  were  making  preparation  for  the  entertainment,  when 
the  prifoner  came  in  and  fat  down  next  to  me.  And  high 
words  arofe  between  him  and  the  deceafed  about  a  flock  wig, 
for  a  difguife  in  the  entertainment ;  the  prifoner  had  played  in 
this  wig  the  night  before,  and  now  the  deceafed  had  got  it. 

D - ye  for  a  rogue,  fays  the  prifoner,  What  bufiinefe  have 

you  with  my  wig  ?  I  am  no  more  a  rogue  than  yourfelf,  fays 
the  deceafed.  It’s  a  flock  wig,  and  I  have  as  much  right  to 
it  as  you.  Some  of  the  players  coming  in,  they  defined  the  de¬ 
ceafed  to  fetch  the  wig  and  give  it  to  the  prifoner,  and  he  faid 
to  him,  Here  is  your  wig,  I  have  got  one  that  I  like  better. 
The  prifoner  fitting  by  me,  took  the  wig,  and  began  to  comb 
it  out,  and  all  feemed  t©  be  very  quiet  for  half  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  But  the  prifoner  began  to  grumble  again,  and  faid  to 

the  deceafed,  G —  d -  ye  for  a  blackguard  ferub  rafeal, 

bow  durfi  you  have  the  impudence  to  take  this  wig?  The  de¬ 
ceafed  anfwered,  I  am  no  more  a  rafeal  than  yourfelf.  Upon 
which  the  prifoner  fiarted  up  out  of  his  chair,  and  having  a 
flick  in  his  hand,  he  gave  a  full  longe  at  the  deceafed,  and 
thru#:  the  flick  into  his  left  eye,  and  pulling  it  back  again,  he 
looked  pale,  turned  on  his  heel,  and,  in  a  paflion,  threw  the 

flick  in  the  fire.  G —  d -  it  !  fays  he,  and,  turning  a- 

bout  again  on  his  heel,  he  fat  down.  The  deceafed  clapped 
hk  hand  to  his  eye,  and  faid  it  was  gone  through  his  head  : 
|e  was  going  to  fink,  and  they  ki  him  in  a  chair  The  prh 
v  fonef 
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Toner  came  to  him,  and  leaning  upon  his  left  arm,  put  his 
hand  to  his  eye,  Lord  !  cried  the  deceafed,  it  is  out-  No, 
fays  the  prifoner,  I  feel  the  ball  roll  under  my  hand.  Young 
Mr.  Cibber  came  in,  and  immediately  fent  for  Mr.  Coldhatn 
the  furgeon- 

Prifoner.  Did  I  {hew  any  concern  afterwards  ? 

Arne.  1  believe  he  was  under  the  utmofl  furprize,  by  his 
turning  about,  and  throwing  the  flick:  in  the  fire,  and  he 
{hewed  a  further  concern  when  he  felt  the  eye- ball. 

Thomas  IVhi  taker.  I  am  a  drefler  in  the  houfc,  under  a 
comedy-player.  On  the  Friday  night,  the  prifoner  afked  me 
to  lend  him  a  comedy  wig  to  play  Sancho,  in  the  Fop’s  For-* 
tune.  And  the  next  night,  the  deceafed  came  and  afked  me 
for  the  fame  wig  ;  I  toid  him  I  had  it  not,  and  bid  him  go  to 
the  other  drefler.  As  I  was  afterwards  waiting  in  the  hail  for  my 
money,  the  prifoner  came  in,  and  afked  the  deceafed  for  the 
wig,  the  deceafed  anfwered,  that  he  fliould  not  have  it,  anti 
the  prifoner  replied,  you’re  an  impudent  rafeal,  and  ought  to 
be  caned  for  your  impudence.  Mr.  Mills,  who  was  a&ing 
Juba,  came  and  faid.  What’s  the  matter  withvyou  ?  Wc 
can’t  play  for  the  ncife  you  make;  the  prifoner  anfwered. 
This  rafeal  has  got  a  wig  that  belongs  to  me.  Mr.  Mills  faid 
to  the  deceafed,  Dallam,  don’t  be  impertinent,  but  give  him 
the  wig.  Hal  lam  {Fill  refufed,  upon  which  the  prifoner  /aid, 
G—  d - ye,  fuch  little  rafeals  ought  to  be  made  an  exam¬ 

ple  of,  and  fo  turned  out  of  the  room.  I  being  drefled  in 
fhape,  went  up,  and  undrefled.  Mr.  Woodford  bid  me  bring 
down  a  feimitar,  which  I  did,  but,  when  I  came  down,  i 
could  not  find  him,  and  fo  t  went  into  the  feene-room  :  the 
deceafed  was  then  ftanding  between  the  door  2nd  the  fettle. 
The  prifoner  Wifs  about  three  yards  horn  him,  and  flatting 
up,  he  made  a  fudden  longe  (whether  ftepping  or  running,  I 
can’t  fay)  the  deceafed  dapped  his  hand  to  his  eye,  and  made 
a  reel,  as  if  he  was  throwing  himfelf  into  the  fettle.  The  pri¬ 
foner  feemed  to  relent. 

Mr.  Cole.  The  deceafed  came  firft  into  the  feenc  room* 
and  complained  that  the  prifoner  had  ufed  him  ill  about 
a  comedy  wig.  The  prifoner  foon  followed,  and  faid  the 
deceafed  had  ufed  him  ill' and  impertinently,  and  he  infifted 
upon  having  that  wig.  They  went  out  feparately.  The  de¬ 
ceafed  came  in  again.  Mr.  Fabian,  the  author  of  a  farce  to 
be  adted  that  night,  Mr.  Mills,  and  others  advifed  the  de¬ 
ceafed  to  let  the  prifoner  have  the  wig,  and  Mr.  Kitchin,  the 
property-m;.n,  promifed  to  help  him  to  a  better.  The  deceafed 
fetched  the  wig,  and  gave  it  to  the  prifoner,  and  then  Mr. 

Kitchin 
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Kitchin  gave  another  wig  to  the  deceafed.  The  deceafed  held 
out  this  wig  to  (hew  it,  and  faid  he  liked  it  better  than  the 
other ;  You  faucy  impertinent  rafcal,  fays  the  prifoner,  I 
wonder  how  fuch  a  little  fcoundrel  dared  to  take  a  wig  out  of 
my  d refling- room  ;  the  deceafed  told  him,  he  had  it  of  the 
drefler.  D —  ye,  you  dog,  fays  the  prifoner,  do  ye  prate  l 
And,  rifmg  up  from  the  fettle,  he  pufhed  at  the  deceafed, 
who  then  (food  flock  (fill,  between  me  and  the  fettle  :  I  was 
fo  near  him,  that  I  was  afraid  my  own  eye  would  have  been 
hurt;  he  reeled,  and  I  catched  him  in  my  arms. 

Council .  Who  does  the  drefling-room,  where  the  wig  was 
kept,  belong  to  ? 

Mr.  Co/e.  Not  to  the  deceafed. 

Has  every  one  a  particular  room  to  drefs  in  ? 

Mr.  Cole.  There  were  three  or  four  who  drefled  in  that 
room,  but  the  deceafed  did  not  belong  to  it.  But  he  faid  the 
drefler  gave  him  the  wig  ;  I  believe  the  drefler ’s  name  is 
Greenwood. 

Francis  Lee .  The  deceafed  came  into  the  feene-room,  and 
faid  the  prifoner  had  ufed  him  like  a  pick-pocket,  about  2 
wig.  Mr.  Mills  and  the  author,  and  others,  advifed  him  to 
go  up  and  fetch  him  the  wig :  Mr.  Kitchin  called  the  deceafed 
to  the  end  of  the  room,  and  lent  him  another  wig  ;  he  {hew¬ 
ed  this  wig,  and  faid  he  would  not  change  with  the  prifoner, 
for  he  had  got  abetter:  the  prifoner  anfwered,  You  are  a 
fcoundrel  for  taking  it  at  all.  The  deceafed  replied,  No  more 
a  fcoundrel  than  yourfeif.  Some  other  words  palling,  the  pri¬ 
foner  rofe  up,  and  I  think  faid,  D—  ye,  you  little  dog,  do 
you  prate?  and  then  gave  him  the  blow.  He  clapped  both 
his  hands  to  his  eve,  and  cried,  O  Lord  !  I  believe  my  eye 
is  put  out,  and  would  have  fallen  in  the  Are,  if  Mr.  Cole  had 
not  catched  him.  When  he  was  fet  down,  I  afked  him  how 
he  did  ;  Lord  !  fays  he,  I  believe  my  eye-ball  is  (hoved  to 
the  other  fide  of  my  head.  I  believe  the  prifoner  had  him  by 
the  hand  all  the  while  the  furgeon  was  drefling  him :  he  lived 
till  fix  the  next  night. 

Ellis  Roberts .  I  came  in  when  the  deceafed  had  received 
the  other  wig.  He  faid  he  liked  this  as  well  as  that  the  pri¬ 
foner  had.  You  are  an  impudent  fcoundrel,  fays  the  prifoner, 
for  taking  it  out  of  my  ftiift  (that  is  his  drefling- place)  No 
more  a  fcoundrel  than  yourfeif,  fa}  s  the  deceafed.  and  you 
are  one  for  calling  me  fo.  Ye  impudent  rafcal,  do  you  prate? 
replied  the  prifoner,  and  riling  up,  made  a  longe,  and  puflied 
at  him. 


Thomas 
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♦ 

Thomas  -Sahvay.  I  was  fitting  at  the  end  of  the  fettle,  which 
will  hold  five  or  fix  people.  The  deceafed  flood  by  me,  and 
faid,  If  he,  (the  prifoner)  had  had  a  mind  for  the  wig,  he 
might  have  afked  me  for  it  in  a  civil  manner,  and  not  have 
attacked  me  like  a  pick-pocket.  The  prifoner  faid.  You  lie; 
the  deceafed  returned,  I  don’t  lie,  or  elfe  you  lie.  Upon 
which  the  prifoner  got  up,  and  I  think  made  one  flep,  and 
faid,  Ye  little  cal,  do  you  prate  ?  or  feme  fucb  words ;  and 
then  made  a  pufh  at  him  ,with  a  flick,  which  entered  his  eye, 
and  made  a  noife  like  a  fquafhing.  He  clapped  his  hand  to 
his  eye,  and  the  blood  ran  down  his  face®;  he  tottered  ;  but 
I  *was  fo  (hocked  and  frighted,  that  I  had  not  power  to  catch 
him,  but  went  oiu  of  the  room  :  when  the  pufh  was  made, 
he  was  (landing  ftill,  about  three  yards  from  the  prifoner. 

Council.  Did  he  aim  at  any  particular  place  ? 

Thomas  Sahvay.  He  feemed  to  be  in  too  great  a  pafiion  for 
that. 

Prifor.cr.  Was  it  not  a  flick  necefiary  for  my  part,  as  a 
Spanifh  fervant  ? 

Thom  s  Sahvay.  Yes.  The  deceafed  flood  clofe  to  my 
right  fhoulder. 

Prifoner.  Which  fide  of  him  was  towards  me  when  I 

pufhed  ? 

Thomas  Sahvay.  His  full  face. 

Prifoner.  Did  not  you  fay,  What  a  pafiionate  man  are 
you  to  do  this  mifehief  ?  and  did  not  I  anfwer,  Good  God  ! 
What  will  not  a  man  do  in  pafiion,  when  he  knows  not  what 
he  does  ? 

Thomas  Sahvay.  There  might  be  fuch  words. 

Mr.  Colelham ,  furgeon.  On  the  ioth  of  May,  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  I  was  fent  for  and  dreffed  the  deceafed  ;  he  died  next 
day,  and  I  opened  the  fkull,  and  found  the  flick  had  paffed 
through  the  thin  bone,  that  contains  the  eye,  into  the  brain. 
That  bone  is  extreme  thin,  and  can  make  but  little  refiflance. 
Had  the  blow  been  elfewhere,  it  might  have  had  a  lefs  fatal 
effedl.  I  was  aflonifhed  that  aman  fhould  die  by  fuch  an 

inflrument- - When  I  firfl  attended  him,  the  prifoner 

fhewed  much  concern,  and  defired  me  to  take  all  poflible 
care  of  him. 

Geo'-ge  Carpenter.  I  know  nothing  of  the  affair,  but 
only  was  bound  over  to  profecute,  becaufe  he  had  no 
friends. 

?7 
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Defence. 

Prifoner .  I  played  Sancho  the  night  before,  and  the  wig 
I  then  ufed  was  proper  for  the  new  play,  and  absolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  my  character,  the  whole  force  of  the  poet’s  wit 
depending  on  the  lean  meagre  looks  of  one  that  wanted  food. 
This  wig  therefore  being  fo  fit  for  my  purpofe,  and  hearing 
that  the  deceafed  had  got  it,  i  faid  to  him,  You  have  got  the 
wig  I  played  in  laft  night,  and  it  fits  my  part  this  night.  I 
have  as  much  right  to  it  as  you  have,  fays  he.  I  told  him  I 
defired  it  as  a  favour  ^  he  faid,  I  fhouid  not  have  it.  You 
are  a  fcoundre),  fays  I,  to  deny  me,  when  I  only  afk  that  as 
a  favour,  which  is  my  right.  I  am  no  more  a  fcoundrel  than 
you rfi If,  fays  he,  and  fo  he  went  out,  and  I  went  to  the 
prompter's  door  to  fee  for  Mr.  Cibber.  Mean  while  the 
deceafed  went  into  the  fcene-room,  and  faid,  that  I  had  ufed 
him  like  a  pick-pocket.  The  author  perfuaded  hirn  to  let  me 
have  the  wig,  ana  the  property-man  brought  him  another  wig. 
He  threw  the  fir  if  wig  at  me.  I  afked  him,  why  he  could 
not  as  well  have  done  that  before  ?  He  anfwered,  Becaufe 
you  ufed  me  like  a  pick-pocket.  This  provoked  me,  and  ri¬ 
ling  up,  I  faid,  D -  ye  for  a  puppy,  get  out.  His  left- 

fide  was  then  towards  me,  but  he  turned  about  unluckily, 
and  the  flick  went  into  his  eye.  Good  God  !  fays  I,  What 
have  I  done  !  and  threw  the  flick  in  the  chimney.  He  fat 
down,  and  faid  to  Mr.  Arne  s  fon  (who  was  dreiled  in  wo¬ 
men’s  clothes)  whip  up  your  coats,  you  little  b — h,  and  urine 
in  my  eye;  but  he  could  not,  and  fo  I  did.  I  begged  them 
to  take  the  deceafed  to  the  bagnio,  but  Mrs.  Moore  faid,  {he 
had  a  room  where  he  fhouid  be  taken  care  of.  I  had  then  no 
thought  that  it  would  prove  his  end,  but  feared  that  his  eye 
Was  in  danger.  But  next  morning  I  faw  Mr.  Turbut,  who 
advifed  me  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  or  I  fhouid  be  lent  to 
goal.  I  begged  him  to  get  the  afliftance  of  a  phTician,  and 
gave  him  a  guinea,  which  was  all  the  money  I  had.  From 
the  beginning. of  the  quarrel  to  the  end,  it  was  but  ten  mi- 
nutes,  and  there  was  no  intermiffion. 

Robert  Turbut.  I  had  played  that  night,  and  was  in  the 
fcene-room  when  the  deceafed  came  in,  and  feerned  flufhed, 
and  faid,  Mackiin  has  ufed  me  like  a  pick-pocket.  I  had  this 
wig  of  Mrs.  Greenwood,  the  drefler,  and  now  he  wants  it  ; 
and  I  think  it  is  as  proper  for  my  charaHeras  for  his.  TheprB 
fdner  then  came  in  and  demanded  it.  Upon  which,  in  a  merry 
way*  it  was  put  to  the  queftion,  which  of  them  fhouid  have 
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it,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  prifoner  (hould.  Mr.  Kitchin 
came  in,  and  faid.  Here  is  another  wig.  The  deceafed  then 
toiled  the  former  wig  to  the  prifoner,  who  faid  to  him,  Why 
could  not  you  have  done  this  before  ?  He  anfwered,  becaufe 
you  ufed  me  like  a  pickpocket.  You  lie,  fays  the  prifoner, 
and  you  lie,  fays  the  deceafed.  You  are  a  fcoundrel,  fays 
one,  and  you  are  a  fcoundrel,  fays  the  other.  At  laft  the 
prifoner  rifing  up,  faid,  You  puppy  get  out,  and  pufiied  at 
him,  but  I  believe  not  with  any  particular  aim. 

Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Fleetwood,  Mr.  Quin,  Mr.  Ryan,  Mr. 
Thompfon,  Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Lefsly,  Mr.  Black,  Mr.  Fern, 
appeared  to  the  prifoner’s  character,  and  dcpofed,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  a  quiet  and  peateable  difpofition. 


The  jury  found  him  guilty  of  manflaughter. 


WILLIAM  WREATHOCK,  PETER  CHAMBER. 
LAIN,  JAMES  RUFFET,  alias  RUi  -HEAD, 
GEORGE  BIRD,  the  younger,  and  G.LBERT 
CAMPBELL,  for  a  Robbery,  June  11,  1735. 

WILLIAM  WREATHOCK,  Peter  Chamberlain, 
James  Ruffet,  alias  Ruf-head,  George  Bird  the  younger, 
and  Gilbert  Campbell,  were  indidted  for  affauking  Nathaniel 
Lancafter,  doctor  of  laws,  on  the  highway,  putting  him 
in  fear,  and  taking  from  him  a  gold  watch,  two  iron  keys, 
iix  pieces  of  foreign  filver  coin,  three  pieces  of  foreign  gold 
coin,  and  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence,  June  the  nth. 

Gilbert  Campbell  was  a  fecond  time  indidfed  for  perjury, 
in  his  evidence  given  at  the  tryal  of  Thomas  Maccray,  in 
July  laff. 

Dr.  Lancafler%  On  Wednefday,  the  nth  of  June,  palling 
in  a  hackney  coach  from  little  Chelfea,  towards  Buckingham- 
houfe,  I  was  robbed  by  a  man  fince  known  to  me  by  the 
name  of  Mac  Creigh,  at  feven  minutes  pad  nine  in  the 
evening.  Fie  took  from  me  a  gold  watch,  two  keys,  fome 
foreign  filver  and  gold  coin,  and  one  (hilling  and  fix-pence 
in  money.  One  window  of  the  coach  was  drawn  up,  I  think 
it  was  canvas,  fo  that  I  could  not  fee  if  any  body  was  on  that 
fi 'e.  Mac  Creigh  attacked  me  on  the  other  fide,  between  the 
coach  and  hedge  j  at  his  going  off  he  bid  the  coachman  drive 

I  i  2  flow* 
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flow.  "W  hen  he  was  gone  I  got  out  of  the  coach,  and  faw  three, 
four  or  five  men  on  herfeback  in  the  road,  1  cannot  exactly  fay 
at  what  difiance  they  were,  hut  I  believe  ontwtnight  be  about 
fifty  yards,  another  a  hundred,  another  two  hundred,  and 
another  three  hundred.  I  held  up  both  my  hands  thus  to 
alarm  them.  They  did  not  feern  to  regard  me,  but  rode  on 
towards  London,  which  was  contrary  to  the  way  vrhich 
Mac  Creigh  went.  I  met  with  fome  perfons  on  foot,  and  told 
them  I  had  been  robbed  ;  i  defcribed  the  man  and  horfe,  and 
defired  them  to  purfue  him. 

JVreathock .  When  Maccrav  was  on  his  trial  for  this  rob¬ 
bery,  did  you  then  mention,  that  you  faw  any  other  perfon 
on  the  road  ? 

Dr,  Lancajler .  No,  nor  did  I  fufpedi  that  he  had  any 
companions. 

Campbell „  Did  your  reverence  know  the  faces  of  any  of 
thofe  people  ?  v  - 

Dr .Lancajler.  No,  not  one  of  them, 

>  Campbell*  Did  you  ever  give  any  money  to  J ulian  Brown's 
wife  ?  r 

Dr.  Lancajler.  Finding  Brown  in  a  very  weak  condition, 
I  allowed  him  meat  and  drink  for  his  ftbfiftenCe,  but  no  more 
than  was  abfolutely  neceffary  :  I  confulted  fome  lawyers,  and 
looked  into  law  books  myfelf  on  this  occafion.  Brown's  con- 
feflTon  was  made  before  Colonel  Deveil,  before!  knew  any 
thing  of  it,  and  the  colonel  advifed  me  to  go  and  fee  him. 
I  faid  I  had  been  fo  ill  treated,  that  my  life  was  in  danger, 
and  I  have  often  fled  for  it :  however,  I  went,  and  laid 
before  Brown,  in  the  ftrongeft  light  I  was  able,  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  perjury,  both  here  and  hereafter.  He  told  me  among 
other  things,  that  Wreathock  offered  him  one  hundred  gui¬ 
neas  to  kill  me. 

JVreathock.  Did  you  ever  fee  me  before  this  day  ? 

Dr.  Lancajler .  No. 

JVreathock .  Did  you  never  fay,  you  believed  none  of  us 
were  ever  guilty  of  robbing  on  the  highway  ? 

Dr.  Lancajler.  No. 

JVreathock .  Did  you  not  jump  out  of  the  coach  imme¬ 
diately,  and  give  a  gardner’s  boy  a  crown  to  purfue  Maccray 
only  l 

Dr.  Lancajler,  I  did  promife  him  fomething  to  drink  ; 
he  told  me,  that  he  faw  the  man  rob  me ;  but  there  was 
not  a  word  faid,  as  to  what  number  of  men  there  were  upon 
the  road. 


JVreathock 
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JVreathock.  Did  nut  you  and  the  boy  purfue  Maccray 
to  the  turnpike  ?  This  I  do  to  Arengthen  the  boy’s  evi¬ 
dence. 

CounAl.  Wefhall  now  call  Julian  Brown:  he  Aill  is  in  a 
weak  condition,  his  voice  is  low,  and  he  fpeaks  but  bad 
Engliflh,  but  I  hope,  if  he  takes  time,  and  the  people  are 
quiet,  we  fhall  underftand  him. 

Julian  Broiun.  I  believe  I  can  fpeak  de  Anglifli  fo  vel 
as  to  be  underftand  ;  l  ave  know  Wreatock  fis  or  faven  mont. 
On  de  nth  day  of  June,  I  go  to  his  ?oufe  in  de  ’Atton- 
garden,  near  eight  in  de  afternoon.  He  vas  at  his  door,  and 
he  fay,  I  be  very  glad  you  come,  I  vas  jufta  now  to  go  to  your 
’oufe.  I  fay  to  him,  vat  you  vant  vid  me  ?  And  he  fay,  take 
you  dis  horfe,  and  ride  flow  to  ’Oborn,  and  i  fhall  overtake 
you,  and  you  fhall  meet  to  Shelfea-road,  and  dare  vill  be 
Maccray,  and  Peter  Shamberlain,  and  Jemmy  Rumt,  and 
Campbell,  and  Bird,  and  you,  and  I ;  and  den  ve  fhall  rob 
a  gentleman,  and  ave  his  money.  So  I  take  a  de  horfe,  and 
he  meet  a  me  by  Monmot-ftreet,  and  ve  go  togader  to  Shelfea- 
road,  and  dare  ve  find  Maccray  flrflr,  and  he  fay  .  Stand  a  you 
dis  a  vay  at  a  diftaunce  ;  I  vait  for  a  doctor  in  a  coafh,  and  I 
fhall  rob  him,  and  ave  his  money. 

IVreathock ,  He  can  fpeak  louder  if  he  will,  for  as  bad 
as  he  pretends  to  be,  he  eat  a  whole  fowl  yefferday  for  his 
dinner. 

Council.  I  will  afk  you  particularly,  who  was  there  with 
you  in  Chelfea-Road.  Was  Wreathcck  there? 

Brown .  Yes,  he  was  one. 

Council,  Name  the  red:. 

Brown.  Shamberlain  two,  RufHt  three,  Bird  four,  Camp¬ 
bell  five,  and  I,  and  Maccray,  dat  vas  (even. 

Council.  And  are  you  pofitive  thefe  were  all  there  ? 

Brown.  Yes,  very  pofitive.  Wreatock  We  call  de  gene¬ 
ral,  becaufe  he  gives  inftrudtions.  His  reverence  de  do£tor 
come  in  de  coafh  at  feven  minutes  after  nine.  His  reverence 
fit  vid  his  back  towards  the  horfes,  and  dare  vas  a  gendernah 
and  a  gentlewoman  fit  togader  on  de  oder  fide,  den  Maccray 
come  from  de  fide  of  de  hedge,  and  bid  de  coafh  flop  !  flop  ? 
den  he  clap  the  piftole  to  his  reverence  1  omach, 
and  tell  his  reverence  to  deliver  vat  he  have,  and  I 
turn  my  horfe’s  head  to  look,  and  I  fee  his  reverence 
deliver  his  vafh  and  keys  into  Maccray ’s  hat.  Wreatock  vas 
den  at  a  leetel  diflaunce,  and  Maccray  run  to  him,  and  trow 
de  vafh  into  his  hat ;  Wreatock  put  it  into  his  vaftcoat 
pockate,  and  he  fay,  ve  muft  not  go  all  togader,  and  his  re¬ 
verence 
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verer  ce  come  out  of  de  coafli,  and  hold  up  his  hands,  and  cry 
Highwayman!  Teef! 

I  did  fee  a  leetel  boy  by  the  coafh,  but  I  no  take  mufh  no¬ 
tice. 

Dr.  Lane  after,  I  faid  to  Brown,  before  I  go  on  with 
this  profecutioo,  you  muft  convince  me  by  fome  private 
token,  that  you  was  there.  And  then  he  told  me  this 
fign  of  holding  up  my  hands,  and  this  encouraged  me  to  pro- 
fecute. 

Broivn .  Ven  his  reverence  ’old  up  his  hands,  I  vas  fo  far 
from  him  as  to  dat  vail  in  de  yard.  Shamberlain  vas  in  de 

middle  of  us,  and  he  fay  to  Maccray,  D~ - n  you,  vy 

you  no  blow  his  brains  out  ?  Ven  de  coafh  was  rob,  I  vas  fo 
far  off  as  twice  dat  vail  in  de  yard.  Bird,  Campbell,  Wrea- 
tock,  and  Maccray,  go  all  four  togader,  and  Chamberlain 
and  Ruffit  go  togader,  and  they  fay  to  me,  You  go  that  vay, 
I  go  vid  minefelf,  and  make  no  gallop.  Ven  I  came  to 
*Atton-Garden,  I  meet  Wreatock  coming  out  of  his  ’oufe, 
and  he  tie  my  horfe  to  his  rail,  and  afk  me  to  drink  vine  at  de 
tavern,  in  de  corner  of  dat  ftreet.  Ve  go  dare  and  drink  von 
pint  at  de  door,  den  he  faid,  I  have  bufinefs,  I  mud  go  in  de 
city,  and  in  a  couple  of  days  you  may  call  at  my  ’oufe.  So 
ven  I  come  again,  he  fay  to  me,  God  blefs  my  foul !  Tom  is 
taken  yefterday,  dat  is  Tom  Maccray,  and  I  told  Wreatock, 
Vat  £ou  do  vid  de  vafn  ?  Oh,  he  faid,  it  is  too  foon  to  fell  it 
now,  but  in  a  leetel  time  I  will  fell  it,  and  den  every  one  {hall 
have  a  (hare. 

Bird .  Did  you  not,  on  Maccray’s  trial,  fwear,  that  you 
and  Maccray  were  at  an  ale-houfe  in  Holborn,  at  the  time 
this  robbery  was  committed  l 

Brown .  Yes,  I  did,  I  don’t  deny  it,  but  there  I  forfwore 
myfelf. 

£K  How  came  you  to  fay  fo  ? 

Brown .  Wreatock  had  all  de  witneffes  at  the  King’sHead 
in  ’Oborn,  and  faid  he  voo’d  give  five  guineas  a- piece  to  fwear 
for  Maccray,  and  dere  vas  to  be  fix  witneffes  in  de  hall,  and 
four  in  de  court ;  I  faid,  It  is  very  bard  for  me  to  forfwear 

myfelf-  And  he  anfwered,  G —  d- - you,  if  you  don’t, 

dey  will  fwear  your  life  away.  But  ven  I  vas  fick  nine  weeks,  I 
tink  it  vas  a  very  vicked  ting  to  rob  his  rlverence  and  forfwear 
myfelf,  and  fo  I  make  de  general  confefiion  and  information 
to  clear  my  confcience. 

Council .  What  time  of  night  was  it  when  you  was  at  the 
tavern  with  Wreathock  ? 

Brown , 
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Brown.  From  ten  till  three  in  the  morning. 

Council.  1  don’t  mean  the  night  when  the  witnefles  met 
but  the  night  of  the  robbery  ? 

Brown.  Ven  I  came  to  Wreathock’s  houfe  vid  de  horfe 
it  was  two  or  three  minutes  paft  ten,  and  den  ve  go  diredily  to 
de  tavern.  ' 

Campbell.  Did  we  go  towards  London  or  Chelfea  ? 

Broivn.  I  came  diredHy  home,  for  I  turned  myfelf 
and  paft  de  coafli,  and  dey  took  another  way  on  de  Jeft 
hand. 

D;d  Wreathock  go  by  the  coach  ? 

Brown,  No,  he  was  before  it,  and  den  dey  vent  to  Lon~ 
don,  ard  Maccray  vid  them. 

C  mpbelL  We  (hall  contradid!  that. 

Brown.  Dereis  no  two  fufn  rogues  in  Europe  to  find  falfe 
vitnefs. 

W  Weaihock.  How  came  you  acquainted  with  me  ? 

Broivn.  In  your  own  houfe  ;  Campbell  brought  me. 

Campbell .  Did  Maccray  ride  towards  London  when  he 
had  robbed  the  coach  ? 

Brown.  Wreatock,  Campbell,  Bird,  and  Maccray,  all 
four  come  togader  toward  London, 

Campbell.  The  dodlor  fwears  Maccray  went  diredtly  from 
the  coach  the  contrary  way. 

Brown.  He  might  turn  ofF  anoder  way,  when  he  was 
out  of  my  fight. 

Wreathock .  Did  I  or  my  footman  give  you  the  horfe  at 

my  door  ? 

Brown .  Wreatock  did,  and  he  give  me  two  piftols  juft  as 
1  go  avay. 

How  came  you  to  make  the  difcovery  ? 

Brown.  I  vas  nine  weeks  very  ill,  and  bad,  and  expe£fc 
myfelf  to  die,  and  f  tink  it  very  hard  upon  my  confcience 
to  rob  his  reverence,  and  to  lofe  my  foul,  and  forfwear  my¬ 
felf}  fo  I  fent  for  Juftice  Deveil,  and  he  fay  to  me,  Take 
care,  confider,  reculled!,  fpeak  noting  but  de  trut'e,  I  beg 
you,  for  it  is  a  great  matter.  He  tell  me  dis  an  hour  be  fore 
he  write.  I  fent  for  de  dodlor,  and  his  reverence  tell  me. 
Speak  de  trute,  I  beg  you  for  God’s  fake:,  and  noting  elfe  ; 
and  fo  he  fay  fivety  times  every  day.  I  make  dis  difcovery  to 
comfort  my  confcience,  for  I  tink  of  God  to  be  my  judge. 

Juftice  Deveil.  On  the  31ft  of  Odlober,  while  I  was  at 
dinner  with  a  gentleman,  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  I  received  a 
letter  from  one  Walham,  a  prifoner  in  the  King’s-Bench  ;  I 
iX  firft  fufpedfed  it  might  be  a  trap  laid  for  me,  but  confider- 
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jng  it  was  in  a  prifon,  I  took  the  juftice  with  me,  and  went, 
Walham  faid  he  had  a  man  ready  to  carry  me  to  Julian 
Brpwn  ;  when  I  heard  his  name,  I  fufpected  a  defign  to  mur¬ 
der  me  ;  but  yet  as  I  was  willing  to  know  what  he  had  to 
fay,  I  took  four  men  well  armed,  and  the  Juftice  with  me, 
and  went  to  Brown's  houfe :  I  found  him  in  a  very  weak  con¬ 
dition  ;  he  faid  he  fent  for  me  to  take  his  information  t  I 
charged  him  to  be  cautious,  and  not  to  accufe  any  man 
wrongfully,  for  it  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  confequence. 
He  anfwered,  that  what  he  defired  to  do,  was  to  purge  his 
confcience.  I  was  above  three  hours  with  him,  though  I 
could  fcarce  bear  the  fmeil  of  him  and  the  room* 

Wreathed.  What  is  h;s  character  ? 

Deveil,  That  he  has  been  a  very  ill  man,  but  this  was  on 
his  repentance. 

Juryman.  Did  the  doctor  mention  the  fignal  before  the 

confeffion  was  made  ? 

Dr-  Lancafier.  I  never  told  that  circumflance  to  any  one 
living,  till  after  Brown’s  confeffion. 

Campbell .  Brown  might  have  that  fignal  from  Mac- 

cray. 

Dr.  Lancafier.  Maccray  did  not  fee  that  fignal; 

Campbell,  The  dodfor  lifted  up  his  hand  to  feme  per¬ 
forms,  as  he  himfdf  has  fworn,  and  they  might  fpeak  of  it  to 
others. 

The  P r finer 's  Defence. 


Wreathed.  I  have  been  an  attorney  thefe  eighteen  years, 
and  have  acquired  in  this  capacity  a  in  'all  fortune.  I  have 
lived,  in  Hatton-Garden,  eleven  years  in  as  much  credit  as 
Dr.  Lancafter  himfelf ;  I  kept  two  clerks,  a  footman,  and 
women  fervaots,  and  have  conftantly  been  in  a  hurry  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  therefore  under  no  temptation  to  hazard  my  life  by 
robbing  on  the  highway.  I  was  not  taken,  hut  furrenderea 
myfelf,  which  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  1  would  have  done,  had  I 
known  myfelf  to  be  guilty  :  it  is  not  indeed  impo  Bible,  but 
far  from  being  probable,  that  feven  men  mould  ride  out  toge¬ 
ther  to  commit  a  robbery.  Brown  fays  be  has  known  me  fix 
or  feven  months  ;  it  is  fix  months  fince  this  fa£f  was  done,  and 
it  is  unaccountable  that  on  fuch  a  (hort  acquaintance,  I  fhould 
venture  to  accompany  him  in  fuch  an  expedition,  and  ef- 

pecially,  that  I  ihould  do  this  in  a  place  where  I  was  likeiy 

to 
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to  meet  fome  that  knew  me,  for  having  an  eftate  at  Fulham, 
I  often  patted  that  road. 

None  of  us  were  ever  charged  with  any  thing  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  before  the  birth  of  this  execrable  device,  forfuch  I  hope 
it  will  appear  to  be.  ’Tisvery  ftrange  that  a  man  fhould  .thus 
foolilhly,  and  without  being  under  the  lead  neceffity,  put  his 
life  into  the  power  of  others. 

We  fhall  c  11  the  coachman,  the  gardener’s  boy,  the  turn¬ 
pike  men,  and  others,  to  prove,  there  were  not  (tha’  if  Brown 
fwears  the  truth,  there  mull:  have  been)  fix  or  feven  men  on 
the  road  when  the  robbery  was  committed.  And,  as  to  my- 
felf  in  particular,  l  {hall  prove  that  I  was  at  the  King’s-Head 
in  Holborn,  from  eight  that  evening  till  twelve  at  night. 
What  I  obferved  as  to  the  time  of  my  acquaintance  with 
Brown,  has  been  only  from  his  own  words,  but,  in  fa£i,  I 
never  knew,  nor  fo  much  as  faw  him,  ’till  about  5  months 
ago  he  was  tried  in  this  court  for  a  rape. 

Campbell.  T  he  fix  firft  witneflcs  we  {hall  call,  are  perfons 
who  were  upon  the  fpot,  and  their  evidence  will  be  in  behalf 
of  us  all.  ' 

Henry  Duct,  coachman.  I  drove  the  coach  when  Dr. 
Lancafler  was  robbed  ;  there  was  he  and  another  gentleman 
and  a  gentlewoman  in  the  coach,  but  how  they  fat,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  win  ows  were  drawn  up  or  not,  I  cannot  fay.  Juft 
by  the  coach  fide,  when  the  robbery  was  committed,  there 
was  a  foldier  and  a  woman,  who  went  towards  Chelfea  after 
the  highwayman  went  away,  and  I  faw  no  other  perfons.  T  he 
dodlor  got  out  at  Bloody  Bridge,  where  two  men  met  him  ; 
he  fpoke  to  them,  and  he  and  they  went  towards  Chelfea. 
After  the  highwayman,  I  faw  no  horfes  on  the  road  till  I  came 
to  London,  and  if  there  had  been  any,  I  muft  have  feen  them, 
for  I  turned  my  head  and  looked  about.  I  know  not  the  day 
of  the  month  or  week,  but  it  was  between  8  and  9  o’clock;  a 
clear  evening,  but  dufkifh. 

Campbell.  I  would  alk  the  doctor,  if  this  is  not  the  coach¬ 
man  ? 

Dr.  Lancafler.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  obferved  the 
.coachman’s  face;  but  I  afterwards  faw  fuch  a  coach,  and,  en¬ 
quiring  who  drove  it  at  that  time,  the  mailer  of  the  coach  pro¬ 
duced  this  man. 

Council.  Why  did  not  you  call  him  fora  witnefs  at  Mac- 
cray’s  trial  ? 

John  Moore ,  the  gardener’s  boy.  As  I  was  coming  out 
of  the  Red-Lion  ale-houfe  in  the  king’s  road,  at  9,  or  a  little 
after,  1  faw  a  man  turn  from  the  coach,  and  I  faw  no  other 
17  K  k  horfe- 
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horfeman  on  the  road.  I  followed  the  coach  to  Bloody-Bridge* 
■where  my  mafter  lives,  and  where  it  flopped,  and  the' doctor 
got  out,  and  told  the  landlord  of  the  houfe  there,  that  he  had 
heen  robbed  by  a  fingle  highwayman,  and  faid  he  would  give 
a  crown  a-piece  to  fome  men  to  purfue  him.  There  was  a 
foklierand  a  woman  hard  by. 

Wreathock .  If  there  had  been  any  horfemen  on  the  road, 
do  you  think  you  fhould  have  feen  them  ? 

Boy, '  Yes,  I  muff  have  feen  them,  for  the  road  is  but  23 
foot  wide. 

IVreathock •  Could  not  you  fee  a  quarter  of  a  mile  both 
ways  from  the  Lion  ? 

Boy.  No,  not  above  30 0  yards,  for  it  was  dufky,  and  the 
road  is  not  ilrait. 

Juryman .  Is  there  not  one  turning  to  Chelfea,  and  one 
to  Chelfea  common,  near  that  houfe  ? 

Boy.  Yes  there  is.  It  was  a  hazey  evening,  and  it  had 
rained  that  afternoon. 

4L  to  the  coachman .  Did  you  fee  the  highwayman  come 
out  from  the  hedge  ? 

Coachman .  No,  he  went  the  fame  way  as  I  did,  and  he 
turned  his  horfe  fhort  from  the  hedge. 

William  Coats ,  apothecary  in  Chelfea.  I  neither  faw  the 
robbery  nor  the  coach,  but  Mr.  Jones,  who  keeps  the  White 
Hart,  in  the  king  s  road  near  Chelfea,  came  to  me,  and  faid, 
a  gen n eman  at  his  houfe  wanted  to  fee  me.  I  went  with 
hmi,  and  by  the  way  a  man  rid  by  us  towards  Londoa,  In 
fuch  a  manner,  that  I  fufpedted  him  ;  going  a  little  further,  I 
met  two  or  three  men  on  foot,  in  purfuit  of  him  ;  and  pre¬ 
sently  after,  I  met  the  doefor,  who  faid  he  had  been  robbed, 
and  enquired  if  we  had  met  fuch  a  man.  This  was  about  150 
01  near  200  yards,  from  the  place  where  1  heard  the  ro.  bery 
was  done.  I  faw  no  other  perfen  on  the  road.  It  was  a  clear 
night,  but  it  had  been  rainy.  '  ^ 

Richard  Jones ,  (who  was  with  Mr.  Coats)  depofed  to  the 
fame  effedh 

John  Baker ,  attorney.  I  live  in  Fulham  parifh.  In  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  it  was  near  nine  o’clock  (but  as  light  as 
it  is  now  at  half  paft  four)  I  went  over  the  fields  with  a  gen¬ 
tleman  on  loot,  from  Hyde-Park  corner,  and,  going  towards 
Bloody-Bridge,  there  was  a  crowd  of  people  about  the  houfe  ; 
they  Bud  a  parfon  had  been  robbed.  Presently  a  horfe  came 
full  fpeed  from  bulham.  One  of.  the  company  faid,  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  was  the  man  ;  upon  which,  the  gentleman  who 
\vas  with  me,  having  a  bayonet  at  the  end  of  his  quarter-flail, 

•  •  flopped 
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Hopped  the  horfc,  and  examined  the  man.  He  told  us,  he 
was  no  fuch  perfon  as  they  took  him  to  be,  but  that  he  had 
met  a  man  riding  the  other  way.  I  Lw  no  other  horfeman 
on  the  road. 

.  Mary  Lovell .  I  keep  the  houfe  at  Bloody-Bridge  ;  I  was 
fitting  in  my  kitchen,  which  is  next  the  road,  and  hearing  a 
coach  flop,  I  went  to  the  door.  The  dodtor  came  out  of  the 
coach,  and  afked  if  I  had  any  men  in  the  houfe,  for  he  had 
been  robbed.  My  houfe  was  as  far  from  where  the  robbery 
was  done,  as  it  is  from  hence  to  Newgate-Street.  I  faw  no¬ 
body  in  the  road,  but  thofe  that  belonged  to  the  coach,  and  a 
foldier  and  a  woman  that  paft  by  my  door. 

Wreathock ,  As  you  fat  in  the  kitchen  next  the  road,  if  any 
horfeman  had  paft:  by,  do  you  think  you  fhould  have  heard 
them  ? 

Mary  Lovell.  The  road  is  but  five  yards  broad  in  that 
place — It  had  been  a  dull  wet  day. 

John  Tbompfon .  I  was  fmoaking  a  pipe  at  my  door,  and 
talking  to  an  old  man,  when  a  horfeman  came  riding  full 
fpeed  towards  Fulham  ;  fays  I,  that  fellow  rides  as  if  he  were 
drunk  or  mad.  I  faw  no  horfeman  on  the  road  but  him  ,  two 
men  on  foot  came  up,  and  faid,  that  man  had  robbed  a  par- 
ion,  between  the  Red-Lion  and  Bloody- Bridge,  and  that  the 
parfon  would  give  a  reward  for  pursuing  him  ;  they  pulled  oft 
their  coats,  and  left  them  in  my  houfe.  The  do&or  then 
came  up,  and  told  us  he  had  been  robbed.  The  turnpike  is 
juft  above  my  houfe,  and  was  open,  I  ftaid  at  the  door  till 
ten  at  night. 

Richard  Thomas.  I  was  at  the  Red-Lion  in  the  kind’s- 
road,  and  was  called  out  to  purfue  a  highwayman,  and,  on  the 
promife  of  a  crown,  I  followed  to  Fulham  bridge,  but  faw  no 
borfes,  except  one  in  a  chaife,  and  a  cart  ho?fe,  which  a  man 
was  riding  on  near  Fulham. 

Wreathock .  On  the  eleventh  of  June,  I  attended  the  court 

of - »  to  try  a  caufe  before  my  lord  Hardwick,  after 

which  I  went  to  Serjeant’sTnn  coftee-houfe,  where  I  ftaid 
from  fix  till  eight  in  the  evening,  and  went  from  thence  to  the 
King’s  Head  tavern,  in  Holborn,  where  I  ftaid  till  twelve  at 
night  :  but  before  1  cal!  evidence  to  prove  where  I  was  that 
night,  I  would  fettle  one  point,  it  has  been  fworn,  that 
Maccray  rode  towards  Fulham  ;  now  I  would  once  more  aik 
the  dodtor,  whether,  when  Maccray  robbed  the  coach,  he 
rode  diredtly  that  way,  or  towards  London  ? 

Dr.  Lancaftcr .  He  did  not  ride  towards  London,  but  he 
rid  the  other  way. 
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Wreathock .  I  thank  you  doftor !  this  is  a  full  contrzdidlion 
to  Brown,  who  fwore,  that  when  Maccray  left  the  coach, 
he  rid  diredily  towards  London. 

Thomas  Bullock .  On  the  eleventh  of  June,  in  Trinity  term, 
I  delivered  a  copy  of  a  notice  to  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Wreathock’s 
clerk. 


William  Ray,  The  notice  was  delivered  to  me  at  Ser- 
jeant’s-hm  coffee-houfe,  between  fix  and  feven  in  the  even^ 
ing.  Mr.  Wreathock  coming  in,  I  gave  him  this  notice,  for 
executing  a  writ  of  enquiry.  He  was  then  concerned  in  a 
caufe  between  Lun  and  Ormond.  He  Raid  there  till  near 
eight,  and  then  went  out  with  Mr.  Brookfban  ,  and  I  faw 
him  no  more  that  night.  T  he  caufe  was  tried  on  the  1 6th  of 
June,  but  the  entry  was  made  in  the  marfhall’s  book  the  1  itb 
of  June.  I  have  lived  clerk  with  Mr.  Wreathock  twelve 
years  ;  he  had  full  bufmefs  for  three  clerks,  by  which  he  has  got 
much  money,  and  is  now  worth  two  or  three  hundred  pounds 
a  year.  He  bears  a  very  good  character. 

John  Totteridge.  I  live  in  Weflminfter,  and  have  worked 
as  a  carpenter  to  Mr.  Wreathock  four  years.  He  told  me  he 
had  a  mortgage  on  an  eftate  in  Little- Britain  :  the  houfes  not 
being  fmifhed,  he  afked  me  what  it  would  coff  him  to  finifh 
them,  and  I  computed  it  at  two  thoufand  pounds  :  he  faid  his 
was  a  fecond  mortgage,  and  he  wanted  forne  goods  upon  the 
premifes  to  be  removed,  he  defired  me  to  do  it  on  the  nth 
of  June,  becaufe  that  being  a  mortgagee  could  not  then  pre¬ 
vent  it.  Accordingly  I  got  affiftance,  and  on  the  nth  of 
June,  we  moved  the  goods  from  Little-Britain,  to  the  Wind¬ 
mill  aje-houfe  by  Hicks’s-Hall.  W  hen  this  was  done  we  went 
to  inform  him  of  it ;  we  found  him  at  Mr.  Lincoln’s,  the 
King’s-Head,  in  Middle-Row,  Holborn  ;  it  was  five  or  ten 
minutes  paft  eight  when  we  came  there ;  I  fupped  with  him 
upon  calves  liver  and  bacon  fried,  and  ftaid  till  twelve  at  night, 
and  he  was  never  out  of  my  company  but  once,  when  he 
Hepped  into  toother  room  to  (peak  with  a  gentleman.  I  am 
certain  it  was  the  nth  of  June,  both  by  my  father’s  books 
and  my  own.  •  « 

Rlraham  Brookjbank,  I  have  known  Mr.  Wreathock  fix- 
teen  years,  and  did  bufmefs  for  him.  I  made  the  fecond  mort¬ 
gage;  and  afterwards  waiting  upon  the  fir  ft  mortgagee,  I 
thought  by  his  difeourfe,  we  had  reafon  to  fear  a  writ  of  ex¬ 
ecution,  upon  which  I  advifed  Wreathock,  to  move  the  goods, 
which  he,  concluded  to  do  on  the  nth  of  June,  becaufe  an 
ejedlment  could  not  be  taken  out  that  day^  it  being  a  holiday. 
In  the  evening  I  was  with  him  at  Serjeam’s-Inn  coffee-houfe; 


* 
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at  near  eight  of  the  dock,  we  went  from  thence  to  the  King’s 
Head  tavern  ;  between  eight  and  nine  Totteridge  and  Whit¬ 
man  came  in,  and  faid  they  had  moved  the  goods;  we  ftaid 
till  twelve,  and  then  Totteridge  and  I  went  out  at  the  back 
door.  1  went  through  Chancery-Lane,  and  coming  to  the 
Temple  gate,  I  faw  the  embers  of  the  bonfire  that  had  been 
made  that  night. 

- - Whitman .  I  live  at  Fulham,  and  work  for  Mr. 

Totteridge.  He  told  me,  that  on  Wednesday,  the  iithof 
June,  he  fhould  want  me  in  the  city  to  move  fome  goods. 
We  moved  them  accordingly,  and  then  went  to  the  King’s- 
Head,  where  Mr.  Wreathock  was;  he  faid,  You  are  in  a 
miferable  dirty  condition  ;  and  fo  indeed  I  was  with  moving 
the  goods :  I  wafhed  myfelf,  and  then  fat  down  ;  we  fupped 
upon  calves  liver  and  bacon;  I  {laid  there,  in  Mr.  Wreath- 
ock’s  company,  till  between  twelve  and  one.  He  has  an  ex- 
*  traordin2ry  good  character. 

Mr.  Andrews .  I  live  near  the  King’s-Head  :  I  do  not  re¬ 
member  the  day  of  the  month,  tut  the  day  the  goods  were 
removed,  I  went  to  that  tavern,  and  bid  the  cook  fry  me 
fome  liver  and  bacon  for  {upper  ;  file  fried  fome,  but  Mr. 
Wreathock  coming  in,  I  ordered  her  to  do  more.  Wreathock 
arid  I  fupped  together.  Two  workmen  came,  and  faid  they 
had  removed  the  goods.  We  ftaid  there  till  twelve. 

Gregory  Big ,  the  drawer  at  the  King’s-Head.  Mr.  Wreath¬ 
ock  came  in»at  eight  o’clock,  and  ftaid  till  paft  twelve,  and 
I  lighted  him  out.  He  had  a  fry  (as  we  call  it)  of  fiver  and 
bacon.  Totteridge  came  in  very  black  and  dirty,  and  went 
and  wafhed  himfelf ;  I  am  not  fure  what  day  of  the  month  it 
was. 

'  Margaret  Lloyd ,  the  cook  at  the  King’s-Head.  Wreathock 
came  in  between  feven  or  eight  o’clock,  and  ftaid  till  paft 
twelve,  I  d refled  the  liver  and  bacon  for  {upper,  and  they 
fupped  in  the  kitchen.  Totteridge  came  in  very  black  and 
dirty,  and  faid  he  wanted  to  wafh  himfelf;  I  told  him  he  had 
need  have  a  whole  ciftern  of  water.  I  carried  him  a  candle. 
I  don’t  know  what  day  it  was. 

Juryman .  What  occafion  was  there  for  a  candle  at  eight 
o’clock. 

I Wreathock ,  The  place  had  no  light. 

Is  it  ufual  for  people  to  take  a  candle  when  they  go  to 
wafb  themfelves  there  ? 

M.  Lloyd.  Yes,  at  night,  when  its  dark. 

It  was  not  dark  at  eight  in  the  evening  on  the  nth  of 
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Dr.  Buder.  I  have  been  his  pbyfician  eight  years,  and 
have  attended  him  in  three  fevers.  He  bore  a  very  good  cha- 

ladder. 

Thomas  Boulter ,  brewer,  in  Chifwell-Street.  I  have  known 
him  15  years ;  I  have  employed  him  as  an  attorney;  he  be¬ 
haved  as  a  very  honefd  man ;  I  never  knew,  nor  heard  any 
harm  of  him. 

John  Searle .  I  have  known  him  from  a  child,  and  never 
heard  an  ill  charadder  of  him.  He  has  employed  me  feveral 
times  as  a  proddor,  and  he  paid  me  honefdly. 

Mr.  Garnham,  Richard  Culfon,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Cook, 
William  Wilfon,  William  Rhodes,  and  others,  depofed,  that 
they  had  known  him  feveral  years,  and  mold  of  them,  that 
they  had  employed  him  as  an  attorney,  and  they  all  faid  ho 
was  a  man  of  a  good  reputation. 

For  Peter  Chamberlain . 

♦ 

Chamberlain.  I  am  a  heavy,  bulky  man,  and  very  unfit 

to  ride  on  horfeback- — - 1  have  feveral  friends  to  my  cha~ 

ladder. 

Charles  Horfey,  of  Clare  Market,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr. 
Dews,  Mr.  Cooper,  (formerly  a  poulterer,  but  now  a  viddu- 
aller  in  Vere-Street,  Clare- Market)  depofed,  that  they  had 
known  him  feveral  years;  and  that  he  had  an  honefd  charadder, 
and  that  they  never  heard  he  was  charged  with  any  thing  of 
this  kind  before. 

Edward  Kennell,  of  Clare- Market,  depofed,  that  he  had 
never  heard  he  was  guilty  of  theft,  but  only  that  he  had  been 


For  George  Birdy  the  Younger . 

Bird.  I  (hall  prove  where  I  was  from  three  till  eleven  that 
evening  the  doddor  was  robbed. 

George  Bird7  a  viddualler  and  bailiff  in  Clare-Market.  The 
prifoner  is  my  brother ;  on  the  1  ith  of  June,  I  went  to  Addon, 
and  returned  home  at  fix  in  the  evenings  when  I  found  the 
prifoner  in  my  houfe,  and  he  fdaid  there  till  eleven  at  night. 
It  was  a  very  wet  day,  and  when  I  came  home  I  fhifted  my 

*  Chamberlain  was  a  yvitnefs  for  Maccray,  ar>d  fwore  he  faw  him  take  up 
the  three  keys  in  a  bunch  at  Channg-Crofs,  on  the  12th  of  June,  which  Dr. 
JLancafter  fwore  Maccray  robbed  him  of,  and  which  were  found  in  Maccray ’s 
pocket,  when  taken  in  Whitechapel. 


cloaths. 
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cloaths.  I  remember  the  day,  becaufe  the  nexc  day  he  took 
a  bail  bond  of  Mr.  Lampton,  and  that  bond  was  dated  the 
twelfth  of  June. 

Jonathan  Gurney ,  fhoemaker.  I  was  prefent  when  the  bond 
was  filled  up,  but  I  did  not  read  it. 

Edward  Chace ,  in  Fox-Court.  The  prifoner  is  a  fheriiF’s 

officer,  he  arretted  a  man  on  the  eleventh  of  ]une _ Here 

is  the  warrant.  I  left  him  at  five  in  the  evening,  at  his  bro¬ 
ther’s  houfe. 

Chrljtopher  Higginfon.  On  the  eleventh  of  June  1  was  three 
times  at  Bird’s  houfe,  and  faw  the  prifoner  there.  The  firtt 
time  was  at  noon,  the  fecond  between  four  and  five  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  third  between  nine  and  ten  at  nLht. 

James  Norton,  George  Lines,  John  Lewis,  Robert  Davis, 
Samuel  Norton,  Benjamin  Pickering,  John  Burley,  John 
Giles,  Thomas  Jones,  and  James  Agur,  depofed,  that  they 
had  known  the  prifoner  feveral  years,  and  that  he  had  a  very 
good  chara&er. 


f  For  Campbell . 

Francis  Howard  and  William  Salifbury,  depofed,  that  hs 
had  a  good  character. 


§  For  Ruffet, 

Edward  Railton.  I  have  I^nown  the  prifoner  from  a  child. 

I  was  apprentice  to,  and,  afterwards  partner  with  his  father,, 
who  was  in  good  circumttances,  and  left  him  three  hundred 
pounds,  and  a  (hare  of  his  goods:  he  was  a  fober  honett  lad. 
He  has  not  been  of  age  above  thefe  five  months,  but  his 

friends  have  let  him  have  money. - Fie  had  iol.  in  March 

laft.  * 

James  Hall,  - -  Evans,  Robert  Saunders,  Jofeph 

Lemon,  John  Ballard,  William  Briton,  Tempeft  Brown,  and 

f  Campbell  was  an  evidence  for  John  Smith,  who  was  tried  in  February 
fefiions  lalt,  for  dealing  the  money  of  Nicholas  Poilamounter,  at  the  Angel  ' 
Tavern,  the  corner  of  Sheer-Lane.  And,  at  Maccray’s  trial,  Campbe  1  fwore, 
he  was  at  the  Stag  and  Hounds,  a  houfe  in  Hoiborn,  with  Ruff-Head  and  Julian 
Brown  (bis  two  clie'ms)  and  Maccray,  from  fix  in  the  evening,  till  eleven  at 
night,  on  the  eleventh  of  June  j  and  that  neither  of  them  Birred  out  of  the 
room, 

Ruffet  was  a  witnefs  for  Maccray,  at  his  trial,  and  fwore,  he  was  with 
him  at  the  fame  hsufc. 
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*  .  .  , 

William  KilUngworth,  gave  him  the  chara&er  of  a  fober, 

honeft,  fair  dealing  man. 

juftice  DeveiL  When  Chamberlain  was  taken,  I  prefled 
him  to  be  an  evidence.  He  laid  he  was  unconcerned  in  the 
robbery ;  but,  as  to  what  he  fwore  at  Maccray’s  trial, 

about  finding  the  keys,  he  confefled  he  was  perjured. - 

When  Bird  was  examined,  he  faid,  he  did  not  know  Ju¬ 
lian  Brown  :  but  finding  that  Brown  knew  him,  he  then 
faid,  that  Brown  would  not  have  known  him,  but  by  his 
frock  :  what !  fays  I,  bad  you  that  frock  on,  when  you 
committed  the  robbery  ? 

Dr.  Lancajter.  I  heard  Chamberlain  own  himfelf  per¬ 
jured  ;  and,  to  confirm  what  I  fay,  I  defire  Mr.  Crofts  may 
be  called. 

Mr.  Crofts .  Chamberlain  being  fomewhat  related  to  me, 
when  I  heard  he  was  fen t  to  the  Gate-Hoofe,  I  was  willing 
to  have  a  little  difcourfe  with  him,  for  which  purpofe  I  waited 
on  juftice  Deveil.  I  afked  Chamberlain  if  he  was  concerned 
in  the  robbery  ?  And  his  anfwer  was,  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  it.  But,  fays  he,  I  was  never  more  forry  for  any  thing 
than  I  am  for  the  perjury  ;  and  kneeling  down,  he  added. 
As  to  the  perjury,  Wreathock  is  to  blame.  This  I  had  in 
truft,  and  Mr.  Deveil  promifed  me,  that  I  fhould  not  be 
called  upon  to  his  hurt.  I  told  this  in  confidence  to  Dr,  Lan- 
cafter,  and  I  am  much  miftaken  if  he  did  not  make  me  the 
fame  promife. 

Mr.  DeveiL  Sir,  it  was  not  I  that  called  upon  ye  to  give 
evidence  to  this. 

Dr.  Lancafter.  Upon  honour,  I  made  no  fuch  promife. 

The  jury  found  all  the  prifoners  guilty.  Death . 

They  afterwards  received  his  majefty’s  rnoft  gracious  re¬ 
prieve  for  tranfportation. 
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The  following  was  defined  to  have  been  fpoken  by  Mr, 
Wreathock,  at  the  Place  of  Execution ,  if  he  had  been 
executed . 

Mv  dear  coiintfy-men, 

j  s' 

J  HAVE  little  time  to  fpare,  a  great  Work  to  do,  my  dif- 
folutiort  is  at  hand  ;  I  anil  going  to  pay  a  debt  to  nature  due 
from  all  the  world  ;  I  go  before,  you  rrSuft  follow  after,  the 
time  and  manner  is  alone  uncertain  ;  fome  are  carried  off  in 
phrenzies,  others  in  burning  fevers,  fome  by  racking  and  tor¬ 
menting  Pains,  others  by  lingering  confumptions  and  various 
other  ways,  according  to  the  will  of  Divine  Providence* 
Mine  is  indeed,  (as  many  others  have  been,  and  will  no  doubt 
be)  attended  with  violence  and  ignominy  ;  my  great  comfort 
and  fatisfadfion  is,  that  I  am  wholly  innocent  of  the  offence 
for  which  I  die,  as  I  hope  for  mercy  from  the  Almighty,  at 
the  great  tribunal,  when  the  hearts  of  all  will  be  opened,  and 
every  one  receive  a  juft  due  demerit;  I  do  from  my  heart 
(as  I  hope  for  the  remiffion  at  the  laft)  forgive  the  juftice3 
the  dodfor,  the  apoftate  evidence,  the  furviving  eleven  of 
the  jury  by  whom  I  was  convidfed,  never  to  be  forgotten 
twelve,  and  all  others  of  what  denomination  foever,  who 
have  any  ways  beerl  concerned  or  aiding  in  purfuirig  me  to 
death  ;  God  give  them  all  a  due  fenfe  of  their  fins,  may  they 
live  long  to  repent,  and  die  in  peace,  and  receive  mercy  a  £ 
the  laft.  My  time  hath  fnce  my  conviction  been  greatly  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  care  of  my  foul,  and  I  hope,  arid  doubt  not  of 
receiving  benefit  thereby,  through  the  merits  and  intercefffon  of 
my  dear  faviour  and  redeemer,  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  alone 
I  put  my  whole  truft.  I  will  for  the  fake  of  the  judge,  who 
prefided  at  my  trial,  fpare  the  hardfhip  I  then  underwent, 
but  for  the  good  of  my  country,  and  the’  verdidt  againft  me, 
and  that  the  fame  may  be  recorded  to  lateft  pofterity.  I  can¬ 
not  help  taking  notice  here,  that  it  was  fuch  a  verdidf  as  I 
firmly  believe  was  never  given,  nor  will  I  hope  ever  be  copied; 
for  though  I  had  made  no  defence,  yet  the  evidence  againft  me 
Was  fuch,  that  I  am  convinced,  that  the  moil  favage  country- 
in  the  world,  could  npt  have  produced  twelve  mifcreants 
enough  abandoned  to  give  credit  to  it.  The  doctor’s  evidence 
;and  Brown’s  are  diametrically  oppofite,  the  whole  a  Teem¬ 
ing  ftudied  tale,  romantic  and  inconfiftent  ;  my  defence 
was  juft,  the  verdidt  therefore  againft  evidence,  and  1  think 
iS  LI  I  may 
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I  may  fay,  by  coniequence  jaw,  fare  I  am  again#  reafon  : 
the  price  of  my  blood,  and  the  blood  of  the  other  four,  mutt 
be  the  main  motive,  and  I  doubt  not  but  a  little  time  will 
bring  forth  to  the  world  the  true  fource  and  origin  of  it.  I  de¬ 
clare  as  I  am  a  dying  man,  I  never  faw  Brown  till  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  June  lafc,  to  the  be#  of  my  remembrance,  recol- 
leciion,  and  belief,  I  never  faw  the  do&or’s  or  his  lady’s 
watch,  1  never  hired  any  to  kill  him,  nor  ever  laid  in  wait  to 
fhoot  the  justice.  Stories  fit  for  children,  like  Raw-head  and 
Bloody-bones,  and  can,  I  am  thoroughly  allured,  have  no 
weight  with  the  ingenuous  and  judicious,  are  only  here  taken 
notice  of  by  me,  for  the  fake  of  the  ignorant  and  unwary, 
who  can  alone  be  captivated  by  the  prejudiced  and  iniquitous. 
God  grant  Jong  life  and  profpeiity  to  my  king  and  royal  fa¬ 
mily,  peace  and  tranquility  to  my  country,  and  a  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  their  liberties,  and  due  execution  of  the  laws.  The 
Lord  pardon  all  my  fins  I  forgive  all  the  world,  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  my  foul.  Adieu. 


WILLIAM  WREATHOCK. 


T  “*i 


JOHN  TOTTERDALE,  for  the  Murder  of  his  Wife, 

Auguft  i,  1 737 - 

1  OBN  TOTTERDALE,  of  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  vie- 
I  tualler,  was  indidted  for  that  he  not  having  the  fear  of  God 
before  his  eyes,  &c.  Aug.  ifl,  on  Mary  his  wife,  did  make  an 
aflault,  and  with  both  his  hands,  in  and  upon  the  flairs  of  his 
dwelling-houfe,  the  Laid  Mary  did  caft  and  throw  down,  and 
file  on  the  flairs  fo  lying,  he,  the  faid  John  did  drag  and  pull 
down  to  the  bottom  ;  and  her  the  faid  Mary  from  the  bottom 
of  the  faid  flairs,  into  a  certain  room  in  the  faid  houfe,  did 
eaft,  and  drag,  and  the  faid  Mary  fo  lying  on  the  floor,  he 
with  both  his  hands  and  feet,  her  head,  neck,  breafl,  fhoul- 
ders,  back,  Tides,  belly  and  thighs  did  ftrike, kick,  and  flamp 
upon  j  giving  her,  as  well  by  throwing  and  dragging  her 
down  the  faid  flairs,  as  by  flriking,  kicking  and  flam  ping 
upon  her,  lev  era!  mortal  bruifes,  of  which  {he  inftantly 
died. 


May  17, 
1736. 
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He  was  a  fecond  time  indi&ed  on  the  coroner’s  inqueft  for 
the  faid  murder. 

Daniel  Brown.  I  lodged  in  the  prifoner’s  houfe  when  this 
fact  was  committed.  On  the  firft  day  of  laft  month,  I  went 
home  a  little  before  five.  (The  prifoner  keeps  a  vi&ualling- 
houfe  in  Vine-flreet,  Weftminfter,  the  fign  of  the  Two 
Brewers.)  All  then  was  very  good  humoured  ;  the  deceafed 
was  in  a  room  with  two  women  ;  fhe  feemed  to  be  a  little  in 
liquor,  but  that  I  don’t  mind.  I  fat  down  and  drank  with 
fome  company  in  the  houfe,  and  the  defceafed  went  out,  but 
where,  or  how,  I  cannot  tell  ;  that  is,  I  did  not  mind  ;  for 
why  ?  It  was  none  of  my  bufinefs,  but  fhe  did  go  out  of  the 
room,'  and  was  out  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  fat  down  and 
I  talked  w  ith  this  woman  here,  fhe  is  a  witnefs  too,  and  I  faw 
the  prifoner  take  a  knife  and  fork,  and  he  went  up  flairs, 
as  it  happened,  but  indeed  it  was  more  than  I  knew'.  After 
the  prifoner  had  been  up  flairs  a  little  while,  fays  the  woman 
here,  Margaret  Philips,  Lord  !  Brown,  there  is  a  great  noife 
in  vour  room.  Well,  fays  I,  if  there  is,  fight  dog,  fight 
bear,  and  the  devil  part  you  ;  I  have  parted  you  too  often  al¬ 
ready,  for  the  woman  told  me  Totterdale  was  beating  his  wife. 
But  prefently  I  heard,  Murder!  Murder!  in  a  foft,  faint 
tone  ;  fo  upon  that,  I  ran  up  flairs,  and  found  the  prifoner 
(landing  at  the  chamber-door,  and  his  wife  laying  on  the  floor; 
he  was  a  (lamping  upon  her,  and  kicking  her,  1  faw  him  (lamp 
two  or  three  times  upon  her  as  fhe  lay  upon  the  floor  :  but  I 
got  hold  of  the  knife  to  fee  if  it  was  bloody,  but  I  faw 
none  upon  it.  The  prifoner  (laid  fome  little  time  below 
flairs,  and  in  the  mean  time  my  wife  went  up,  and  con¬ 
veyed  the  poor  woman  into  my  room,  and  then  I  thought 
all  was  over ;  but  inflead  of  that  he  went  up  flairs  again.  I 
followed  him,  and  when  we  came  to  my  chamber-door,  he 
afked  me  where  the  key  of  my  door  was?  I  told  him  I  did 

not  know. - He  then  bid  me  afk  my  wife  for  it, 

and  faid,  if  I  would  not  give  him  the  key,  he  would 
break  the  door  open,  but  I  would  not  fuller  him  to  break 

it  open.-- - Upon  this  he  went  down  and  fetched  a  key, 

with  which  he  opened  the  door  ;  his  wife  was  fitting  upon  my 

bed’s-feet,  and  the  curtains  were  drawn  over  to  hide  her - - 

When  he  firft  went  into  the  room  he  could  not  find  her,  fo  L 
waved  my  hand  to  her,  to  bid  her  get  away  ;  but  whether  fhe 
was  then  able  to  ftir  or  not,  i  cannot  tell;  fhe  did  not  go,  and 
the  prifoner  difcovered  her,  and  afked  her  where  the  cap  was, 
which  he  had  given  her  ?  It  is  below  flairs,  Johnny,  fays  fhe; 
You  lie,  fays  he  ;  It  is  indeed,  Johnny,  fays  fhe  :  If  ou  lie  for  a 
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b  —  h  or  a  whore,  and  immediately  flew  at  her  :  T  caught  hold 
pf  him,  but  he  kicked  her,  and  fprung  out  of  my  arms,  and 
tnen  he  caught  hold  of  her  feet,  and  dragged  her  by  the  heels 
oit  the  bed  upon  the  floor  ;  then  he  drew  her  to  the  flair  head, 
and  tnrew  her  down,  I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  head- 
foremofl  or  not,  but  Ihe  fell  about  (even  ffeps,  and  there  (he  lay. 
I  was  (o  furprized,  and  fo  frightened,  that  1  turned  hack  and 
went  into  my  own  room,  and  there  I  {laid  three  or  four  mi¬ 
nutes;  then  *  went  down,  and  fo  md  the  prifoner  had  got 
the  deceaf  d  into  his  own  room,  and  had  bolted  and  barred 
him  felt  in  with  her,  I  heard  the  deceafed  in  this  room  cry* 
For  Chrift^  fake,  johnny  !  Johnny,  for  Chrifi’s  fake  don’t 
kill  me  !  It  is  true,  the  door  of  this  room  was  but  a  very  flight 
door,  only  flit-deal,  but  I  was  frighted,  and  could  not  break 
it  open,  fo  I  went  out  of  the  houfe  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
and  when  I  came  home  Ihe  was  dead. 

Brown's  wife  I  had  been  abroad  the  firff  of  Augufi,  but 
i  came  home  about  two  o’clock,  and  went  into  my  own 
room.  I  had  not  been  there  long,  before  I  heard  a  noife  in 
the  next  room,  I  opened  the  door,  and  found  the  prifoner  was 
beating  his  wife,  he  a  Iked  her  for  a  cap,  fhe  faid  it  was  below, 
and  upon  that  he  went  down  Hairs,  W hen  he  was  gone,  I  called 
Molly,  Molly,  come  hither  ;  fo  I  got  her  into  my  room,  and 
drew  the  curtains  over  her  to  hide  her,  and  locked  the  door. 
About  five  o’clock  the  prifoner  came  and  opened  the  door, 
fie  looked  about  the  room  for  her,  and  at  laft  pulled  open  the 
bed-curtains  ;  then  he  took  her  by  her  two  legs,  and  hauled 
her  off  the  bed  on  the  floor,  and  as  Ihe  lay,  he  ftamped  upon 
her,  he  kicked  her  all  to  pieces,  and  flung  her  down  flairs ; 
then  he  dragged  her  into  their  own  room,  and  locked  himfelf 
$nd  her  in.  I  thought  they  were  gone  to  fleep,  fo  went  out, 
but  when  I  returned,  the  woman  was  dead. 

7 he  Surgeon.  The  next  day,  or  the  fecond  day  after  the 
woman  was  killed,  I  viewed  the  body.  Upon  the  external  view 
pf  the  cprpfe,  I  faw  fo  many  marks  of  violence,  that  put  me 
upon  being  careful  and  inquifitive  in  my  fearch,  I  turned  the 
body  on  one  fide,  and  found  two  or  three  ribs  fractured. 
There  was  a  flab  in  her  right  arm,  that  went  into  the  joint  3 
it  was  four  or  five  inches  deep,  and  feemed  to  have  been  made 
with  a  knife.  The  inftrumenl  went  under  the  nerves,  and 
fo  happened  to  cut  no  blood-veffel.  Upon  opening  the  body, 
J  found  pine  ribs  fractured  ;  two  or  three  of  them  were 
broken  in  three  or  four  places  ;  one  in  two  places,  another  in 
fwo  or  three  \  another  was  mafhed  all  to  pieces;  two  whereof 
beat  in,  upon  the  left  kidney.'  I  cbferved  fomething  far- 
2  the? 
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fcher,  which  was  very  particular.  There  was  one  rib  in  the 
middle  of  the  broken  ones,  that  was  not  fra&ured  at  all  ; 
which  convinced  me,  that  the  reft  were  broke  at  feveral 
times,  and  I  imagine  with  the  heel  of  his  Ikoe;  for  if  thofe 
that  were  broke,  had  been  fractured  by  any  inftrument,  it 
would  have  broke  more  than  one  at  a  time;  it  would  have 
been  almoft  impoftible  that  this  fingle  ribfhould  have  remained 
unhurt  in  the  middle  of  the  fra£fured  ones.  This  treatment 
occafioned  her  death  ;  and  it  is  my  opinion,  that  if  but  one 
of  her  ribs  had  been  fradfured  in  the  manner  that  three  or  four 
of  them  were,  it  would  have  been  impoftible  for  her  to  have 
lived. 

A  womtin .  I  happened  to  come  on  the  ftrft  of  Auguft  to 
the  prifoner’s  houfe  to  fpeak  to  Margaret  Phillips,  my  coufin, 
and  he  was  then  in  a  back-room  whrre  he  lies  at  nights.  We 
called  for  a  pint  of  beer,  fo  he  came  out  and  drew  it  for  us, 
and  was  in  a  very  great  hurry  for  the  money.  Then  he  went 
backward  into  the  yard  where  he  keeps  hogs,  and  returning, 
he  comes  to  us,  and  damn  you,  vou  Phillips,  fays  he,  where 
is  my  b — h  ?  I  don’t  know,  fays  (lie,  unlefs  fhe  is  among  the 
hogs  in  the  yard.  You  have  hid  her  in  your  room,  fays  he, 
and  immediately  he  took  up  a  knife  and  fork  and  went  up 
flairs.  I  heard  a  great  jumbling  after  he  was  got  up,  fo  fays 
I,  Phillips,  how  can  you  fit  here,  and  not  go  up  ?  Says  (he, 
he  will  run  the  knife  into  my  guts.  The  jumbling  continued 
a  little  while,  and  then  I  faw  the  poor  creature  come  tumbling 
down  the  ftairs,  and  her  poor  head  came  knock,  knock, 
knock,  upon  every  ftair,  and  he  kicked  her  all  the  way  down, 
upon  her  breaft,  belly,  &c.  When  fhe  was  at  the  bottom,  he 
.dragged  her  into  a  little  room,  and  locked  himfelf  in  with  her  ; 
fhe  was  not  dead  then,  for  I  heard  her  cry  faintly,  Oh  !  Oh  1 
Oh  !  pray  don’t  beat  me  any  more  !  Oh  !  Oh!  dear  Johnny, 
don’t  !  don’t  !  I  could  hear  him  very  plainly,  thump,  thump, 
thump  upon  her.  Another  woman  that  was  in  the  houfe  went 
to  the  door  and  knocked,  but  he  would  not  open  it,  at  laft  the 
poor  old  mother  fhe  came,  and  called  at  the  door,  Johnny, 
Johnny,  but  no  Johnny  would  fpeak  ;  then  fhe  went  round 
to  another  door  and  got  in ;  but  fhe  immediately  came  out 
crying,  I  am  undone  !  undone  !  undone  !  upon  this,  I 
got  up  and  peeped  in,  and  there  was  the  poor  woman,  dead, 
and  her  jaws  were  tied  up  with  her  cap. 

Margaret  Phillips .  I  can  fpeak  out,  in  an  honeft  caufe. 
Juft  before  fhe  died,  the  fame  day,  he  fent  her  out,  to  fee  if 
fhe  could  get  a  debt  of  five  (hillings,  which  he  never  expected 
to  receive,  and,  having  occaftgn  to  go  opr,  met  her  returning 

With 
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with  the  crown  :  fhe  told  me  file  had  got  the  money,  and 
that  her  Johnny  would  give  her  a  Judas’s  kifs  for  it.  I  came 
back  with  her,  and  he  kified  and  embraced  her,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  firft  day  they  were  married.  My  coufin  and  I  were 
drinking  a  pint  of  beer,  and  while  we  were  together  he  went 
out  in  the  yard,  and  when  he  came  back,  he  afked  us,  where 
his  b— h  was,  there  he  {lands  he  cannot  deny  it ;  Your  b—h, 
fays  I,  why  your  b — h  is  in  the  yard  among  the  hogs,  I  believe ; 
for  I  thought  he  meant  a  b- — h  that  he  kept,  and  had  had  pup¬ 
pies  by.  Then  he  took  a  knife  and  fork,  and  as  he  went  up 
flairs,  I  faid  what,  do  you  mean  your  wife  by  your  b  — b  ?  God 

mend  me,  you  have  been  juft  now  biffing  her.  Aye,  d - n 

her  fays  he,  I  will  do  for  her,  and  went  up  ftairs  with  the 
*  knife  and  fork.  I  favv  him  throw  her  down  ftairs  and  ftamp 
upon  her. 

CE  Did  you  fee  him  do  any  thing  to  her  upon  the 
flairs  ? 

Phillips.  No:  but  when  he  had  dragged  her  into  his  own 
room,  1  peeped  through  the  key-hole,  and  faw  him  flamping 
upon  her,  as  if  he  would  ftamp  her  guts  out.  She  died  in 
about  an  hour  from  the  beginning  of  the  affair. 

A  woman.  I  know  nothing  of  the  murder,  but  I  went 
next  day  to  the  Gatehoufe,  and  I  faid  John,  John,  What  have 
you  done?  I  have  killed  your  lifter,  fays  he  ;  the  devil  drove 
me  up  ftairs  to  her,  and  when  I  had  killed  her,  God  would 
not  give  me  power  to  run  away. 

A  fo Idler.  I  was  going  to  fee  the  races  on  the  flrft  of  Au- 
guft,  and  met  my  wife,  fhe  told  me  Totterdale  had  murdered 
his  wife  :  no,  no,  fays  I,  he  has  only  half  murdered  her,  as 
he  frequently  did  :  however,  I  went  to  the  houfe,  and  would 
have  gone  in,  but  a  Mifs  he  kept  forced  againft  me  to  keep 

me  out  of  the  houfe,  D- - n  you,  you  b — h,  fays  I,  would 

you  hinder  me  from  coming  into  a  houfe  where  murder  has 
been  committed  ?  So  I  threw  her  againft  the  wall,  and  went 
into  the  back-room,  there  I  faw  nothing  ;  but  going  into  the 
yard,  I  looked  in  at  a  cafement  which  was  open,  and  there  I 
favv  the  prifoner.  We  got  a  conftable,  and  he  afked  him 
whether  he  did  the  murder  ?  The  prifoner  only  faid,  he  could 
not  help  it. 

Prifoner.  I  know  no  more  of  it  than  the  child  unborn. 

Af  to  the  prifoner.  Have  you  any  witneffes  ? 

Prifoner.  They  are  not  come  yet. 

Coroner.  He  has  an  own  brother  hard  by  ;  but  neither  his 
pother,  nor  brother  will  appear  for  him.  Guilty,  Death . 
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The  Ordinary  of  Newgate's  Account. 

John  Totter  dale ,  was  born  at  North-Currey,  in  Somerfet- 
(hire,  and  was  brought  up  to  hufbandry  altogether  ;  he  had 
been  married  twelve  years  to  his  wife,  when  he  committed  this 
fa£t,  and  by  her  had  had  fix  children,  two  of  which  are 
now  living,  and  are,  by  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Paul,  a 
brewer  in  Weftminfler,  provided  for  in  Weftminfler  work- 
houfe,  fince  their  unhappy  father’s  confinement  ;  for  though 
the  mother  of  this  unhappy  man  is  ftill  alive  at  Taunton- 
Dean,  yet  her  circumftances  will  not  allow  her  to  do  forthefe 
her  grand-children. 

Frequent  have  been  the  uproars  between  him  and  his  wife, 
and  for  this  live  or  fix  years  laft  paft,  the  barbarous  ufage  fhe 
received  from  him,  has  been  known  to  all  who  lived  near 
them.  He  had  but  very  little  to  fay  in  excufe  of  his  horrid 
crime,  and  the  whole  time  that  he  was  in  cuftody  he  appeared 
ftupid  and  fullen,  and  very  feldom  fpoke  to  any  one.  Two 
or  three  days  after  he  had  been  in  the  Gatehoufe,  the  de- 
ceafed’s  fitter  went  to  fee  him;  fhe  cried,  O  John  !  John  I 
how  could  you  be  fo  barbarous  to  murder  your  wife  !  he  re¬ 
plied,  The  devil  overpowered  me,  I  was  puttied  on  by  the 
devil,  both  to  begin  and  finifh  the  deed,  I  cannot  recall  or 
undo  what  I  have  done,  but  I  wifh  I  could  bring  back  my 
poor  unhappy,  unprepared  wife  from  the  grave  again.  He 
was  afked  why  he  did  not  endeavour  to  make  his  efcape,  after 
he  had  committed  the  fa£l,  inttead  of  continuing  in  the  room 
with  his  murdered  wife  ?  His  anfwer  was,  that  he  did  intend 
to  have  got  away,  but  as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  room 
from  the  dead  woman,  he  imagined  he  heard  a  voice  faying, 
John,  John,  flay,  what  have  you  done  ?  you  cannot  go  off ; 
and  from  that  inftant  he  had  no  power  to  ftir. 

While  he  was  in  cuttody  in  the  Gatehoufe,  he  was  vittted 

often  by  one  M - 1  F - r,  with  whom  he  ufed  to  keep 

company;  fhe  embraced  him,  and  publickly  declared,  That 
if  he  fhould  happen  to  be  tranfported,  fhe  would  go  with  him 
at  all  events,  which  being  heard  by  fome  young  gentlemen  of 
Weftminfter  fchool,  they  refented  the  impudent  behaviour  of 
the  creature,  and  it  was  with  feme  difficulty  fhe  efcaped  dis¬ 
cipline  in  Tothill-Fields. 

He  declared  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  fuffier  the  ignominious 
death  that  was  before  him,  nor  did  he  defire  to  avoid  it  ;  if, 
faid  he,  my  fen  te  nee  had  been,  not  only  that  I  fhould  die,  but 

that 
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that  I  fhould  die  by  piece-meal,  by  buffering  tortures,  as  fucn 
a  criminal  as  I  muff  have  given  up  life  in  fome  other  nations* 
yet  that  would  have  been  welcome  to  me :  it  is  my  crime, 
added  he,  and  not  my  punifhment  that  affedts  me. 

The  day  the  dead-warrant  came  down  to  Newgate,  he  was 
acquainted  that  he  was  included  therein,  and  that  he  muft  die 
on  Wednefday  next ;  to  which  he  anfweted,  The  Lord's  will 
be  done  ;  I  am  ready  to  die,  1  am  willing  to  die  ;  only  1  beg 
of  God  that  I  may  not,  though  I  deferve  it,  die  an  eternal 
death,  and  though  I  die  out  of  this  world  for  my  heinous 
crimes,  and  aggravated  offences,  yet  I  hope  it  is  not  impoiiiba 
for  me  to  be  forgiven,  not  impoffible  I  fhould  live  for  ever  in 
a  better  ftate,  and  Teeming  in  a  transport,  he  cried  our,  God 
blefs  his  majefty,  and  my  honourable  judges,  they  have  done 
me  no  wrong,  they  are  juft,  it  is  I  that  has  offended,  ana 
have  been  guilty  of  the  unnatural  murder  of  my  poor  wife  5 
the  Lord  be  more  merciful  to  me  than  I  was  to  her,  or  elfe  I 
periih.  Then  he  defired  thofe  that  might  have  received  any 
injuries  from  him  to  forgive  him,  as  he  forgave  all  who  at  any 
time  had  injured  or  offendyd  him. 

The  following  is  a  Copy  of  a  Letter,  which  Loiter  dale  fent  ti 
Mr .  Paul ,  a  Brewer  in  Weftminfter . 

Mr.  Paul,  This  from  your  humble  fervant  John  Totterdale. 

SIR 

1  Return  you  a  thoufand  thanks  for  all  your  great  kindnefs 
J-  to  my  two  children,  whom  you  have  been  fo  good  as  to  take 
care  of,  fince  I  have  been  under  my  unhappy  misfortunes $  1 
hope  God  will  recompence  you  for  it,  the  bleffing  of  almighty 
God  be  with  yon  and  yours ;  and  I  pray  God  profpei  you  and 
vours,  as  long  as  you  live,  for  the  extraordinary  favour  done 
unto  my  children.  My  prayers  to  God  for  all  friends  and 
neighbours,  hoping  that  they  will  not  reflect  upon  my  poor  aged 
mother  and  my  two  children,  for  my  misfortune  that  has  be¬ 
fell  me,  which  I  never  intended  ;  nor  did  I  ever  think  ot  com¬ 
ing  to  fuch  a  fhameful  end,  which  I  hope  God  m  bis  great 
power  will  have  mercy  on  my  poor  foul,  and  forgive  me  an 
my  fins,  as  I  put  my  truft  in  him  ;  and  1  beg*  if  the  favour 
is  not  too  great,  of  all  love  that  you  would  defire  ah  men 
friends  that  {hall  come  to  fee  me  die,  that  they  will  be  fo  good 
as  not  to  let  thefurgeons  have  my  body,  hut  give  me  their  af- 
fiftance,  for  mv  brother,  and  other  friends' have  promifed  n  e  fo 
to  do;  which  I  hope  in  God  they  will,  for  my  defire  is  to  by  by 
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my  wife  if  pofliblv  I  can.  I  beg  of  all  love  that  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  that  comes,  that  they  will  be  fo  good  as  to  affift  my  body 
to  fome  convenient  houfe  juft  by  the  place  where  I  did  live, 
which  I  hope  in  God  they  will ;  and  in  fo  doing,  I  (hall  be 
thankful  for  it.  So  to  the  Lord  I  recommend  my  foul,  and 
the  blefting  of  almighty  God  be  with  you  and  yours  for  ever. 
Amen. 

From  my  cells  in  Newgate, 

Odober  4,  1737.  J.  TOTTERDALE. 


When  the  day  of  hiis  death  was  approaching  a  reverend 
divine,  out  of  a  compaflionate  regard  to  his  ftate,  wrote  him 
a  letter,  which  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  his  mind,  and  fur¬ 
thered  him  in  the  great  work  that  was  before  him,  a  copy 
thereof  follows  : 

For  Mr.  Totterdale  in  Newgate. 


Mr.  Totterdale. 

rp~F  HOUGH  I  have  but  little  knowledge  of  you,  yet  I  am 
exceedingly  troubled  that  you  fhould  commit  fuch  a  bar¬ 
barous  inhuman  fa<5t,  as  the  itmrder  of  your  poor  wife,  by 
which  you  have  brought  yourfelf  to  fuch  a  fhameful  and  un¬ 
timely  end.  You  have  but  a  little  while  to  live  in  this  world  j 
I  befeech  you  to  lofe  not  a  minute  of  it,  but  faft  and  pray. 
Retire  from  company,  and  cry  mightily  to  God  for  mercy,  God 
has  ordained  a  faviour  for  Tinners,  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
is  able  to  fave  the  worft  of  Tinners,  and  will  not  caft  out  any 
that  come  to  him  in  a  penitent  manner,  with  a  lively  faith  iri 
him.  This  is  the  only  way  of  falvation-  here  fpend  all  that 
little  remaining  part  of  your  time,  and  I  pray  God  grant  you 
mercy  through  the  merits  of  his  fon,  and  fanciification  of  his 
holy  fpirit. 

It  is  but  a  few  hours,  and  you  will  appear  before  your 
judge  ;  therefore  betid  all  the  powers  of  your  foul  to  feek  re¬ 
conciliation  with  him,  through  the  great  peace-offering,  the 
jfacrifice  of  our  Saviour  on  the  crofs. 

For  other  things  I  leave  you  to  the  direction  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Guthrie,  recommending  you  in  my  prayers  to  the  mercy 
of  Almighty  God  through  his  grace. 


I  am  your  friend, 

Wcftminfter,  Gift. 

3,  1737.  J*  W. 

Tie  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday,  OcL  1737. 
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RICHARD  CO  ALE,  for  the  Murder  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
Hartley,  Auguft  26,  1 73^  tried  at  a  Court  of  Admirahy, 
held  at  jufiice-Hall,  in  the  Old-Bailey,  February  24, 
1 737* 

Clerk  of  Arraigns. 

n  >RD  COYLE,  hold  up  your  hand.  Gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  look  upon  the  prifoner,  and  hearken  to  his 
cau  e. 

He  flands  indidfed  by  the  name  of  Richard  Coyle,  late  of 
London,  mariner,  for  that  he,  together  with  John  Richard- 
fon,  Caleb  Larfon,  and  John  Davifon,  (not  taken)  not  hav¬ 
ing  God  before  their  eyes,  but,  being  moved  and  feduced  by 
the  in&igation  of  the  devil,  on  the  26th  of  Auguil,  in  the 
ninth  year  of  his  prefent  teajefly’s  reign,  he,  the  faid  Richard 
Coyle,  with  the  aforefaid  Richardfon,  Larfon,  and  Davifon, 
being  mariners  in  the  St.  }ohn  Pink,  whereof  one  Benjamin 
Hartley,  a  fubjedf  of  our  lord  the  king,  was  mafter,  with 
force  and  arms,  on  the  high  leas,  20  leagues  difhant  from 
Pad  ras  in  Turkey,  and  within  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  of  England,  in  and  upon  the  faid  Benjamin  Hartley, 
being  in  the  faid  Ship,  and  in  the  peace  of  God  and  our  lord 
the  king,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  their  malice  afore¬ 
thought,  did  make  an  aiTault  j  and  that  the  defendant  Ri¬ 
chardfon,  with  both  his  hands,  him,  the  faid  Hartley,  on  the 
fide  of  the  faid  fliip,  towards  the  fea,  and  on  the  high  feas  as 
aforefaid,  did  lift  and  throw,  and  the  faid  Hartley,  then  and 
there  laying  hold  of  the  lanniards  of  the  fhrouds,  to  preferve 
himfelf  from  falling  into  the  fea,  he,  the  faid  Richardfon,  wflth 
an  axe,  which  he  held  in  his  right  hand,  him,  the  faid  Hartley, 
holding  bv  the  lanniards  as  aforefaid,  on  the  top  of  the  head 
did  divers  times,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  afore¬ 
thought,  flrike,  by  reafon  of  which  ftriking,  the  faid  Hartley 
fell  from  his  holding,  and  fell  into  the  fea,  and  in  the  waters 
he  was  fuffocated  and  drowned,  of  which  fuffocating  and 
drowning  he  then  and  there  died.  And  the  indictment  charges 
that  they,  the  faid  Richard  Coyle,  with  the  aforefaid  Larfon 
and  Davifon,  at  the  time  of  committing  the  faid  murder, 
were  prefent,  aiding,  abetting,  affifting,  and  comforting,  the 
faid  Richardfon,  him  the  faid  Hanley,  felonioufly,  wilfully, 
and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  to  kill  and  murder :  and  fo 
the  Indictment  charges,  that  the  defendants,  Richardfon, 
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Coyle,  Larfon,  and  Davifon,  him  the  faid  Hartley,  feloni- 
oufly,  &c.  did  kill  and  murder,  againft  the  peace  of  our  fo- 
vereign  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

To  this  indidment  the  prifoner  pleaded,  Not  guilty. 

Clerk .  -Richard  Coyle  ftands  a  fecond  time  indicated,  for 
that  he,  together  with  John  Richardfon,  Caleb  Larfon,  and 
John  Davifon,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  in  the  ninth  year  of 
his  prefent  majefty’s  reign,  with  force  and  arms,  on  the  high 
Teas,  and  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the  admiralty  of  England, 
20  leagues  dittant  from  Fadras  ;  they  being  then  mariners  in 
the  St.  John  Pink,  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of  our  lord  the 
king,  to  the  jurors  unknown,  and  whereof  Benjamin  Hartley 
was  inafter,  felonioufly  and  piratically  did  endeavour  to  make, 
and  did  procure  and  caufe  to  be  made  a  revolt  in  the  faid  fn ip, 
the  faid  Hartley  being  then  matter,  againtt  the  form  of  the 
ttatute  in  that  cafe  made  and  provided,  and  againft  the  peace 
of  our  fovereign  lord  the  king, 

Philip  Wallis  was  called  and  fworn .  ' 

Council.  Do  you  know  the  St.  John  Pink  ? 

H  alits.  Yes,  1  belonged  to  her  five  years. 

Council .  Was  you  on  board  this  veflel  in  January,  1733  ? 

Wallis.  Yes,  I  was  the  carpenter’s  fervant. 

Council.  Was  there  any  other  perfon  in  the  fame  condition 
with  yourfelf?  Was  there  any  other  fervants  ? 

Wallis.  There  was  one  William  Durrant  came  a  twelve- 
month  afterwards,  and  after  that  William  Metcalfe  $  they 
were  on  board  in'Auguft,  1735. 

Council.  Where  was  the  fhip  then  ? 

Wallis*  The  fhip  was  at  Padras  when  the  murder  was 
committed,  and  Padras  is  in  the  Morea. 

Council.  How  many  perfons  were  then  on  board  ? 

Waljis .  There  was  the  captain  and  the  prifoner  at  the  bar, 
he  was  mate,  and  Richardfon  the  carpenter,  and  a  Spaniard, 
and  John  Davifon,  the  cook,  and  one  Caleb  Larfon,  a  fore- 
matt-man,  he  was  a  Dutchman. 

Council.  What  time  did  you  fail  from  Padras? 

Wallis.  On  Monday  in  the  forenoon  (’twas  the  26th  of 
Auguft,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  1735.)  The  morning 
of  that  day  we  came  out  of  the  harbour,  and  that  night,  be¬ 
tween  one  and  two,  they  began  to  murder  the  captain  ;  I 
heard  nothing  of  it  till  the  captain  came  up  upon  deck,  and 
then  I  faw  the  Dutchman,  Larfon,  jump  down,  and  hand 
up  two  blunderbuftes,  one  of  them  he  gave  to  the  prifoner, 
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an':-?'  Ye  (the  prifoner)  went  towards  the  captain,  who  was  then 
upon  the  fore  (broods,  crying  out, — Dear  Mr.  Coyle,  what 
are  you  again  ft  me  ? 

Council  And  what  did  the  prifoner  fay  ? 
j Wallis,  He  faid,  Yes  he  was,  and  told  the  captain  it  was 
5t  thins;  confulted  among  all  the  (Lip’s  company,  and  that 
over-board  he  muft  go,  and  over-board  he  iliould  go. 

Council,  Repeat  that  again* 

Wallis .  Fie  told  the  captain,  that  over-board  he  muft  go, 
and  over-board  he  (Lould  go  :  after  ibis  the  captain  called  out 
to  Richardfon  the  carpenter,  — My  dear  carpenter,  are  you 
again  it  me  too  ?  No,  Sir3  fays  he,  I  am  not,  and  immedi 
aiely  he  and  the  Dutchman  followed  the  captain  up  the  ftirouds 
into  the  fore  top  ;  the  captain  ran  up  the  fnrouds  into  the 
fore*  top,  and  the  Dutchman  and  the  carpenter  followed, 

him. 

Council  Had  they  any  weapons  in  their  hands  ? 

Wallis ,  The  carpenter  had  a  broad  axe,  and  the  Dutch¬ 
man  had  a  blunderbufs :  the  captain  cried  out  to  them.  For 
Chrift’s  fake,  for  God  Almighty’s  fake,  fpare  my  life!  I  will 
hurt  none  of  you,  if  you’ll  fpare  my  life  !  The  Dutchman 
afked  him,  if  he  would  forgive  him  ?  And  the  captain  faid. 
Yes,  if  you’ll  fpare  my  life,  and  he  put  out  his  hand  to  (hake 
hands  with  him,  but  Richardfon,  who  followed  the  Dutch¬ 
man,  faid,  G—~d  d — n  you,  if  you  offer  to  (hake  hands  wdth 
him  I’ll  chop  your  hands  off. 

Council  This  was  all  faid  while  the  captain  was  on  the  fore- 

top,  was  it  not  ? 

'Wallis.  Yes  ;  and  he  begged  there  that  they  would  fave 
his  life ;  he  begged  for  God  Almighty’s  fake,  that  they  would 
fpare  his  life,  and  he  promifed  npt  t©  hurt  any  of  them,  but 
yvould  forgive  them,  if  they’d  but  fpare  his  life. 

Council  Where  was  the  prifoner  at  this  time  ? 

Wallis .  He  was  below  with  a  blunderbufs,  and  faid  nothing 
at  all  juft  then:  but  Richardfon  told  the  Dutchman,  if  he 
offered  to  (hake  hands  with  the  captain,  he  would  dive 
(cleave)  him  down  the  head  :  then  the  captain  begged  again, 
that  they  would  remember  his  wife  and  family,  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  called  out,  and  faid,  G — d  d — n  you,  why  don’t  you 
fetch  him  down  ?  Why  do  you  ftand  talking  to  him  ?  As  we 
have  begun,  we  muft  go  through  with  it.  After  this,  the 
captain  finding  they  were  refolved  to  kill  him,  he  begged  for 
four  hours  liberty,  by  himfclf,  but  Richardfon  bid  him  come 
down,  and  fwore,  if  he  did  not  come  down,  he  would  cleave 
him  down  ;  at  laft  he  came  down  by  one  of  the  back  ftays,— 
* * v  *'  2  *  he 
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he  flipped  down  by  it ;  and,  as  he  was  Aiding  down  by  it, 
Coyle,  the  prifoner,  fnapped  a  blunderhufs  at  him,  but  it 
miffed  Are;  then  the  captain  jumped  down,  and  got  it  out  of 
his  hands,  and  intended  to  throw'  it  over  board,  but  it  (truck 
a^aind  the  fore-(heet,  and  one  of  mv  fellow  fervants  kicked 
it  over  board  with  his  foot :  the  captain  had  not  power  to 
heave  the  hlunderbufs  clear  of  the  ropes,  fo  it  fell  down,  and 
my  fellow  fervant  kicked  it  into  the  fea. 

Council.  What  followed  upon  this? 

Wallis  Then  the  captain  got  from  them  to  the  foremaff, 
and  Coyle  and  the  other  two  got  hold  of  him,  and  flung  him 
pver  the  gang-way,  but  he  catched  hold  of  the  lanniards  of 
the  main  (hrouds,  and  cried  out  to  us,  Boys,  boys,  can’t  you 
do  fomething  for  me  !  We  laid,  we  could  not  ;  one  of  my 
fellow  fervants  got  hold  of  me,  and  faid,  let  us  fave  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  life;  but  they  faid  they  would  knock  us  down  if  we  of¬ 
fered  to  Air.  Then  the  carpenter  got  hold  of  an  axe,  and 
knocked  his  brains  out :  the  prifoner  took  up  the  chicken 
trough  to  drike  him  with,  but  I  cannot  fay  I  faw  him  (trike; 
though  he  was  clofe  by  when  Richardfon  knocked  the  captain 
into  the  fea  with  his  broad  axe. 

Council .  What  did  the  prifoner  fay  at  this  ti  r.e  ? 

Wallis .  I  don’t  remember,  in  particular,  what  he  faid. 
After  this  they  came  to  us,  and  afked  us  what  we  cried  for  ; 
and  they  told  us,  if  we  would  be  content,  and  go  with  them, 
they  would  not  hurt  a  hair  of  our  heads.  1  hen  Richardfon, 
the  carpenter,  went  after  the  Spaniard,  who  was  all  this  while 
at  the  helm  of  the  (hip,  and  he  faid  to  him,  D  — n  you,  why 
did  you  not  come  and  aflifl:  us?  The  Spaniard’s  name  is  John 
Davifon;  he  told  them  he  was  minding  the  helm,— he  was 
lacking  after  that. 

Council .  What  did  Richardfon  fay  to  that? 

Wallis .  He  faid,  D—n  you,  and  the  fh  p,  you  might 
h  ive  let  the  (hip  have  gone  to  hell,  and  have  come  and  af- 
Afled  us. 

Council.  Was  the  (hip  under  fail  at  that  time  ? 

Wallis.  Yes;  and  went  after  the  rate  of  2  or  3  miles  an 
hour,  with  a  fmall  breeze  of  wind. 

Council.  When  they  had  killed  the  captain,  what  fol¬ 
lowed  ? 

Wallis .  After  that  they  went  down  into  the  captain’s  cab- 
bin,  and  broke  open  his  lerutore. 

Council.  Who  did  ? 

Wallis .  Richardfon  broke  it  open,  and  what  things  they 

found, 
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found,  they  put  by  themfelves  together  :  there  was  no  money 
on  hoard  :  then  they  loaded  all  the  arms  in  the  fhip. 

Council .  What  did  they  do  that  for? 

Wallis.  Coyle  and  the  Dutchman  would  have  them  down 
to  load  them,  becaufe,  they  faid,  they  could  not  tell  who  they 
had  to  truft  to. 

Council .  After  the  death  of  the  captain,  where  did  you 

go  ? 

Wallis .  The  firfl  land  we  made  afterwards,  was  the  ifland 
of  Malta ;  but  before  they  went  to  land,  they  made  articles, 
and  Richard  Coyle,  the  prifoner,  was  made  captain  ;  Richard- 
fon  went  for  mate,  and  Larfon,  the  Dutchman,  for  boatfwain. 
Then  they  came  to'  us,  and  wanted  us  to  fign  the  articles,  but  ■ 
we  were  not  willing ;  fo,  upon  our  refufmg,  they  would  not 
go  to  land,  but  Coyle  cried  cut,  If  they  won’t,  then  bear  a- 
way,  boys,  we’ll  remember  them  another  time ;  we’ll  give 
them  nothing  but  bread  and  water,  and  ferve  them  worfe  than 
the  captain  was  ferved  :  this  he  faid  to  me  and  my  fellow 
ferv  ants'. 

Council.  Where  did  you  go  when  you  left  the  coaff  of 
Malta  ? 

Wa  Us.  We  put  into  Foviano  :  we  wanted  "water,  they 
faid  ;  but  we  had  water  enough  on  board  :  indeed  they  wanted 
frefh  provifions  and  liquors:  at  Foviano  they  could  get  no¬ 
thing  but  water;  fo  when  they  came  oft 'the  iiland  in  the  boat, 
they  let  it  lie  a-ftern  of  the  fhip,  and  the  next  night  I  and 
my  fellow  fervants,  and  a  Greek,  four  of  us  in  all,  got  into 
the  boat,  and  went  a-fhore  :  this  was  about  midnight,  when 
they  were  all  faff  afleep.  They  miffed  us  about  an  hour  and 
half  after  we  were  gone,  and  they  hauled  out  the  long-boat, 
and  went  off  in  her  from  the  (hip;  the  next  morning -the  go¬ 
vernor  fent  us  a-board  again,  with  13  foldiers,  but  the  pri¬ 
foner  and  his  companions  had  left  her,  and  were  gone. 

Council .  What  became  of  the  vefiel  ? 

Wallis.  She  was  fent  to  Trepany,  where  there  was  an  Eng- 
lifh  conful,  and  there  we  performed  quarantine. 

Council .  Where  about  is  Foviano  ? 

Wallis.  Foviano  is  near  Trepany,  and  that  is  not  far  from 
the  ifland  of  Sicily.  When  our  quarantine  was  out,  I  was 
fent  to  Leghorn,  and  from  thence  to  Lifbon,  and  io  to  Eng¬ 
land.  I  never  faw  the  prifoner  after  he  left  the  fhip,  till  I 
faw  him  at  Lifbon,  on  board  the  Princefs  Louifa ;  in  which 
fhip  he  was  to  be  brought  home. 

Ceuncil.  Who  do  you  fay  was  made  mafler  ? 

Wallis , 
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Wallis.  The  prifoner  was  made  captain ;  Richard fon, 
the  carpenter,  went  formate;  and  Larfon,  the  Dutchman, 
was  boatfwain. 

When  the  captain  called  upon  you  for  help,  what  did 
the  prifoner  fay  to  you  ? 

Wallis.  I  don’t  remember  what  he  faid  to  us  ? 

§>.  When  the  prifoner  took  up  the  chicken  trough,  what 
did  he  do  with  it  ? 

Wallis.  He  was  going  to  knock  the  captain  on  the  head 
with  it. 

Council.  You  fay,  when  the  captain  was  coming  down 
the  fhrouds,  the  prifoner  fnapped  a  blunderbufs  at  him  r  was 
it  loaded  or  not  ? 

Wallis.  Yes,  it  was  loaded  ;  there  was  three  of  them  loaded,, 
and  lay  under  his  cabbin. 

Council.  Did  you  fee  the  prifoner  attempt  to  throw  the 
captain  over- board  ? 

Wallis.  He  lent  a  hand,  but  I  did  not  fee  him  fhrikc 
him. 

Council.  Are  you  fure  the  blunderbufs  was  loaded  ? 

Wallis.  Yes,  1  faw  them  loaded  two  or  three  days  be¬ 
fore. 

OK  When  the  captain  was  ftruck  from  the  lanniards  into 
the  lea,  did  he  fink  prefently? 

Wallis.  Yes,  he  funk  down  directly. 

Prifoner.  I  would  afk  that  witnefs,  whether  the  captain 
and  I  had  an  angry  word  together  all  the  voyage  ?  And  whe¬ 
ther  I  was  not  a  particular  favourite  of  the  captain’s  ? 

Wallis.  The  prifoner  had  fome  words  with  the  captain  a 
few  days  before  we  came  out  of  the  harbour  at  Padras. 

Prifoner .  At  Ancona  the  captain  paid  us  all  our  wages, 
and  he  was  fo  kind  to  me,  that  he  afked  me  if  I  wanted  mo¬ 
ney,  and  I  told  him  I  Ihould  not  have  occafon  for  any  till  I 
came  to  Leghorn.  I  acknowledge  I  fnapped  the  blunderbufs, 
but  not  with  a  defgn  to  kill  him. 

Council.  Who  loaded  the  blunderbufs  ? 

Wallis.  The  prifoner  loaded  every  one  of  them  himfclf. 

Council,  Cali  Richard  Durrant. 

t 

Richard  Durrant  was  called  and  /worn. 

Durrant.  I  was  on  board  this  Pink  in  the  year  35,  at 
Padras. 

Council.  Who  was  on  board  at  that  time  ? 


Durrant. 
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Durrani .  The  prifoner,  who  was  the  caotain’s  first©* 
John  Richardfon  the  carpenter,  and  Larfon  the  boatiwain, 
and  Davifon  the  cook,  and  us  three  fervants,  Wallis,  Met¬ 
calfe,  and  myfelf. 

Council.  When  did  you  fail  from  Padras  ? 

Durrani.  On  a  Monday  morning,  about  ten  o’clock  in 

the  forenoon.  -  - 

Council .  What  happened  after  you  came  from  Padras  r 

Durrani.  About  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  captain 
went  to  fleep;  Wallis  and  I  lay  down  in  the  cable-teer  :  we 
Were  Rvak’d  with  a  noife,  and  I  afked  Wallis  what  was  the 
matter  ?  He  Laid  he  heard  a  fhrieking  upon  deck;  fo  we  ran 
up  to  go  upon  deck,  but  I  faw  Coyle  with  fomething  in  his 
hand,  and  was  afraid  to  venture  further.  I  faw  them  running 
after  the  captain,  and  he  was  endeavouring  to  avoia  them  . 
upon  this,  we  went  upon  deck,  and  I  law  he  captain  upon 
the  fore-top,  begging  and  praying  for  his  life.  There  were 
the  carpenter,  Richardfon,  and  Larfon  the  boatfwain,  going 
up  the  fhrouds  after  him,  and  the  prifoner  ftood  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  with  a  blunderbufs  in  his  hand  :  the  captain  was  fome  mi¬ 
nutes  on  the  fore-top,  and  he  called  out  to  fhake  hands  with 
them;  but  the  carpenter  faid,  by  G — d,  if  you  offer  to  flia^e 
hands  with  him,  I’ll  cleave  you  down  with  the  axe. 

Council.  What  words  did  the  captain  ufe  ? 

Durrani .  He  begged  of  them  for  God  Almighty’s  lake  to 
remember  his  wife  and  family  :  as  he  came  down,  the  prifoner 
who  flood  upon  deck  with  a  blunderbufs,  fnapped  it  at  him, 

but  it  did  not  go  off. 

Council .  What  happened  afterwards? 

Durrani.  The  captain  hauled  the  blunderbufs  out  of  the 
prifoner’s  hand,  and  threw  it,  as  if  he  intended  to  throw  it 
over-board,  but  it  ftruck  againft  the  tac-Je,  and  fell  into^  tbe 
fhip,  and  my  fellow-fervant  kicked  it  over  board  with  his  root: 
after  this  the  captain  got  to  the  middle  of  the  fhip,  and  the 
prifoner  and  all  the  reft  took  bold  of  him.  and  they  heaved 
him  over  the  rough  tree,  but  the  captain  caught  hold  of  the 
lanniards,  and  held  fa  ft  ;  then  the  prifoner  took  up  the  chick¬ 
en-trough,  and  ftruck  him,  as  he  hung,  feveral  blows  with  it 

over  the  head.  .  .  , 

Council .  Are  you  fure  you  faw  the  prifoner  itnke  him  with 

the  chicken-trough? 

Durrani.  Yes,  I  did  ;  and  they  found  that  would  not  do, 
fo  the  carpenter,  with  his  axe,  ftruck  him  leveral  times  upon 

the  head,  and  then  he  let  go  his  hold,  and  dropped  over 

board* 
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fcoard,  and  was  drowned  immediately.  We  expected  they 
would  kill  us  too. 

Council.  What  did  they  fay  to  you  ? 

Durrant .  They  bid  us  not  cry,  they  would  not  hurt  us, 
and  this,  and  that,  and  t’other.  Then  they  went  down  into 
his  cabbin,  and  looked  over  his  cloaths,  and  got  all  his  papers 
together,  and  burnt  every  one  of  them.  The  next  day  they 
fhared  his  cloaths,  and  every  one  had  his  part.  The  prifoner 
had  his  part,  jRichardfon  and  Davifon  had  theirs,  and  Larfon 
R  od  upon  the  ladder,  and  cried, — Who  (hall  have  this? — - 
Who  fhall  have  this  ? — After  this  we  made  the  ifland  of  Malta, 
and  they  had  a  mind  to  go  in  there  for  provdfion,  but  were 
afraid.  /  * 

Council .  What  happened  next  ? 

Durrant .  The  next  thing  they  aid,  was,  they  went  down 
into  the  cabbin,  and  drew  a  paper,  and  they  brought  it  to  us 
to  fign  ;  we  refufed,  and  Richardfon  told  us,  if  we  would  not 
fign  it,  we  fhould  go  the  fame  way  with  the  captain  :  no,  fays 
the  prifoner,  they  fhall  not  go  the  fame  way,  we’ll  ftarve  them 
to  death.  After  this,  they  talked  of  putting  in  at  Malta,  but 
they  were  afraid,  fo  we  made  the  ifland  of  Mauritimo,  for 
they  had  drank  all  the  wine  out,  and  they  wanted  to  put  in 
fomewhere  for  more,  and  this  was  a  place  where  they  need  not 
perform  any  quarantine ;  fo  we  brought  up  to  an  anchor  that 
night,  and,  in  the  morning,  the  prifoner  drefled  himfelf  in 
the  captain’s  cloaths,  andMas  rowed  afhore  in  the  yawl  by 
two  hands.  We  were  kept  a  board  all  that  day,  and  at  night 
Larfon  and  Davifon  were  upon  guard  upon  deck,  one  of  them 
with  two  piffols,  and  the  other  with  a  drawn  fword,  to  pre¬ 
vent  our  getting  afhore.  After  this  we  came  to  Fpviniano, 
and  one  night  finding  them  afleep,  we  hauled  the  yawl  to, 
and  my  fellow  Ten  ants  got  in  ;  I  heaved  the  oars  over  board, 
and  then  got  in  myfelf;  we  rowed  afhore  diredtly,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  the  governor;  we  defired  they  would  go  off  diredily 
and  take  them,  but  they  faid  they  had  no  orders:  that  night 
we  lay  on  fhore,  and  next  morning,  when  we  went  on  board, 
the  prifoner,  and  the  reft  of  them,  were  gone  off  in  the  long¬ 
boat. 

Council.  Was  the  blunderbufs,  that  the  prifoner  fnapped  at 
the  captain,  loaded  or  not  ? 

Durrant .  It  was  loaded  ;  they  were  all  loaded  three  or 
four  days  before ;  I  can’t  fay  certainly  who  loaded  them,  but 
i  know  they 'were  all  charged. 

When  the  carpenter  gave  the  blows  on  the  head  with 
the  axe,  which  beat  him  into  the  fea,  was  he  drowned  ? 

18  N  n.  Durrant , 
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Bur  rant,  I  never  faw  any  thing  of  him  more  ;  he  funk 
down  dire&ly.  This  was  at  Foviniano. 
y).  Did  you  perform  quarantine  there  ? 

Burr  ant.  No,  at  the  ifland  of  Frepan} .  .  y 

&K  Who  had  the  command  of  the  fhip  after  the  captain  s 

death  ? 

Burrant.  The  prifoner.  .  r 

Prifoner .  I  would  afk  him,  whether  I  had  any  ammoiity 

as;amft  the  captain  ?  _  , 

5  Burrant.  About  two  days  before  we  came  to  Padras,  the 

captain  and  he  had  fome  words  about  a  townfman  of  his,  who 
was  at  Padras.  The  captain  had  told  your  townfman,  you 
was  a  drunken  fellow ;  he  told  you  again,  and  you  came 
a-board  and  railed  at  the  captain  for  it. 

Council .  Cali  William  Metcalfe- 


TViiliam  Metcalfe  ivas  called  and /worn. 


Metcalfe .  I  was  on  board  this  pink  in  Augufi,  1735. 
Council .  Where  was  the  fliip  then  ? 

Metcalfe .  At  Padras. 

Council.  When  did  you  fail  from  thence  ? 

Metcalfe .  On  Monday  the  26th  of  Augufi,  between  tea 

and  eleven  o’clock.  .  ^ 

Council .  Who  were  on  board  at  that  time  ^ 

Metcalfe.  Richard  Coyle,  mate  ;  John  Richard  fon,  car¬ 
penter ;  one  Larfon,  a  mariner  ;  and  Dav, fon,  the  cook,  and 
a  Greek,  and  three  apprentices  ;  the  matter,  .benjamin  liar,- 

lev,  was  on  board  too.  . 

' Council .  What  do  you  know  more  ot  this  aitair  r  , 

Metcalfe.  The  next  morning,  between  one  and  two,  they 

murdered  the  captain. 

Council.  And  where  was  you  ? 

Metcalfe .  I  was  in  the  fore-caftle  ;  this  was  between  one 
and  two,  on  Tuefday  morning.  I  heard  the  captain  cry  out, 
and  faw  him  afterwards  running  upon  deck,  and  then  up  the 
fhrouds,  and  the  prifoner  followed  him,  with  a  blunderbufs  m 
his  hands.  The  captain  run  up  upon  the  fore  fhrouds,  and 
into  the  top-maft,  and  Larfon  and  Richardfon  followed  him 


to  the  top-maft.  .  .  , 

Council .  What  did  the  captain  fay  to  them  . 

Metcalfe .  He  begged  for  God’s  fake,— for  Chrift  3  fa.<e, 
they  would  (pare  his  life  ,  and  the  prifoner  faid,— captain 

Hartley,  you  mud  go  over  board. 

J 1  J  Council . 
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Council.  What  was  done  next  ? 

Metcalfe .  He  begged  of  Larfon,  and  Laid, — Dear  Caleb, 
lhake  bands  with  me,  and  reached  out  his  hand  to  him  but 
Richardfon,  the  carpenter,  lifted  up  his  axe,  and  faid,  if  you 
do,  I’ll  dive  your  brains  out.  Then  the  captain  came  down 
to  leeward,  and  Coyle  fnapped  the  blunderbufs  at  him. 

Council.  Did  you  fee  him  fnap  the  blunderbufs  at  him  ? 

Metcalfe.  Yes,  I  Rood  juft  by  him,  and  faw  it  ;  when 
the  captain  found  the  blunderbufs  did  not  go  off,  he  run  to 
him,  and  fnatched  it  out  of  his  hands,  and  threw  it  from  him, 
and  I  kicked  it  into  the  fea. 

Council.  Was  the  blunderbufs  loaded  ? 

Metcalfe.  Yes,  they  were  charged  on  account  of  the  Turk- 
ifh  pirates  on  that  coaft.  After  this  they  took  hold  of  the 
captain. 

Council .  Who  took  hold  of  him  ? 

Metcalfe.  Larfon -and  Richardfon  ;  and  they  heaved  him 
over  the  gang  way,  but  he  caught  hold  of  the  lanniards,  and 
Coyle  took  up  a  hen-coop  trough,  and  ftruck  him  two  or 
three  blows  on  the  head  and  fhoulders;  the  carpenter  ftruck 
him  too  over  the  head,  with  his  broad-axe,  and  the  laft  words 

he  fpoke  were, - -1  am  a  dead  man  !  And  fo  he  dropped 

down  immediately  into  the  fea  ;  I  looked  over  board,  and 
faw  him  fink  diredtdy. 

We  begged  the  prifoner  to  give  us  the  boat,  and  let  us  go 
away  ;  but  he  would  not,  and  faid,  What  are  you  afraid  of? 
we  won’t  hurt  you  ;  go  along  with  us,  if  you  go  away,  what 
fhall  we  do  with  the  fhip*? 

Council.  Was  the  fhip  under  fail  ? 

Metcalfe.  Yes,  ’twas  going  before  the  wind,  and  we  were 
making  the  ifland  of  Malta  ;  and,  when  we  lay  off  the  ifland 
the  prifoner  came  to  me,  and  afked  my  name;  he  faid  he 
could  not  fpell  it  right  :  then  he  went  down,  and  articles 
were  drawn,  and  he  told  me  I  muft  fign  them. 

Council.  What  were  the  articles  ? 

Metcalfe .  I  can’t  certainly  tell  what  was  in  the  articles  ; 
but  Coyle  was  ftiled  captain,  Richardfon  was  to  be  mate, 
Larfon  was  to  be  boatfwain,  and  Davifon  was  to  ftand  as 
before.  Coyle  took  the  guidance  of  the  fhip  upon  himfelf,  as 
maker. 

Council.  What  did  they  do  at  Malta  ? 

Metcalfe .  They  intended  to  go  in ;  fo  they  made  us  fet 
our  hands  to  the  paper ;  but  after  we  had  figned  it,  they 
were  afraid  to  venture  afhore  there. 

Council .  Who  were  afraid  ? 

N  n  2 


Metcalfe * 


272 


RICHARD  COYLE,  for  Murder. 

Metcalfe.  Coyle  and  Larfon  were  afraid  to  go  in  ;  and 
Richardfon  fell  a  d - ing  and  curfing  them,  becaufe  they 

would  not  go  in.  - 

Council .  So  you  Signed  the  paper.. 

Metcalfe.  The  carpenter  told  us,  if  we  would  not  Sign  it* 
he  would  fend  us  the  fame  way  with  the  captain  ;  no,  fays 
the  prifoner,  we’ll  keep  the  (hip  out  at  fea,  as  long  as  there  s 
a  bit  of  beef,  or  a  drop  of  watdr  on  board,  and  we’ll  ftarve 
them  ;  then  we  Signed  the  paper,  and  as  Soon  as  we  had  done 
it,  the  prifoner  and  the  carpenter  laughed,  and  faid,  now  we 
are  Sure  of  you.  Then  we  were  coming  down  the  Streigbts, 
and  after  we  came  between  the  ifland  of  Mauritimo  and 
Cape  Bonne,  we  flood  away  to  the  northward,  and  bore 
away  for  the  ifland  of  Foviniano.  They  talked  of  going  to 
Trepany,  but  Coyle  faid  it  was  better  to  go  to  Foviniano, 
becaufe  there  they  were  not  fo  fine!  in  their  quarantine. 
When "  we  came  to  Foviniano,  we  let  out  two  anchors, 
and  the  governor  in,  the  morning  fent  a  man  on  board. 
The  prifoner  d reded  himfelf  in  the  captain’s  cloaths^and 
be  pa  fil'd  for  captain,  and  we  wept  on  fhore  to  feh  mme 
corn,  and  purchafe  frefh  provifions ;  but  they  would  take  no 
corn,  and  we  had  no  money.  So  they  could  gee  nothing  but 
water  theie.  We  were  kept  on  board  all  the  time  that  the. 
prifoner  was  on  Shore  ;  when  he  returned  to  the  drip,  he  took 
the  captain’s  watch  and  his  Silver  Spoons,  to  See  if  the  gover¬ 
nor  would  take  them  for  provifion  ,  and  this  time  Davifon, 
and  Richardfon,  and  I,  went  with  the  prifoner  on  fhore,  and 
W’S  took  fome  calks  with  us,  and  rcturneu  witn  water. 

Council A  And  what  happened  next? 

Metcalfe.  In  the  night,  when  they  were  alleep,  I  went 
down  and  called  my  fellow  Servants,  and  the  Greek,  and  we 
got  into  the  yawl  5  Durraht  Staid  behind  to  flip  tne  oars  over 
board,  for  vye  were  afraid  to  throw  them  into  the  boat,  for 
fear  they  fliould  hear  us;  fo  we  lay  by  a  little  while,  tih  the 
oars  drove  to  us,  and  then  we  rowed  to  (bore.  I  ne  foidiers 
upon  fhore  charged  us  to  keep  off,  but  we  begged  for  God’s 
fake  we  might  come  on  fhore,  and  we  told  them  that  our 
captain  w^s  murdered  :  upon  this,  they  fuffeied  us  to  la^d, 
and  put  us  all  into  a  cave  for  that  night.  When  the  gover¬ 
nor  examined  us,  we  defired  four  hands  to  go  on  board  th<~ 
fhip,  lead  they  fliould  cut  the  cable,  or  link  the  (hto;  but 
after  he  had  examined  us5  he  went  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
let  twenty  or  thirty  foidiers  over  us  in  the  cave,  and  they  lord 
us  they  could  fee  the  people  in  the  fhip,  hauling  the  boat  along 
fide  of  her.  We  begged  them  to  fire  a  mufket  upon  them. 
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but  they  faid,  they  could  not  fire  without  orders  from  the 
governor ;  but,  when  they  got  into  the  boat,  they  fired  twenty 
or  thirty  mufkets  upon  them,  but  they  got  away  ;  I  faw  them 
go  off  in  the  boat,  and  never  faw  any  of  them  fince,  till  I 
faw  the  prifoner  here. 

When  the  b5at  went  away,  who  was  it  that  fired  up¬ 
on  them  ? 

Metcalfe.  The  Spanifh  foldiers,  that  were  upon  fhore. 

i How  many  of  you  went  afhore  in  the  boat  ? 

Metcalfe.  I,  and  my  two  fellow-fervants,  and  the  Greek’. 

Prifoner.  I  would  afk  this  witnefs,  Whether  I  ever  abufed 
the  captain  ?  Whether  I  ever  had  any  words  with  him,  -and, 
whether  I  was  not  his  favourite  ? 

Metcalfe.  No,  I  don’t  know  that  he  abufed  the  captain 
all  the  time  of  the  voyage;  the  only  time  the  captain  and  he 
had  words,  was  at  Padras ;  but  (I  think)  they  were  friends 
together  after  that. 

Council .  How  long  after  thefe  words  did  the  captain  live  ?- 

Metcalfs .  He  was  killed  two  or  three  days  afterwards. 

The  Prifoner  s  Defence. 

Prifoner.  I  have  no  one  to  appear  for  me,  nor  any  friend* 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  hear  me  patiently.  WTe  failed  from 
Leghorn,  March  23 ;  when  we  arrived  at  Meffina,  we  took 
in  goods,  and  went  to  a  bay  near  Syracufa :  After  that,  when 
we  came  to  fail,  the  captain  had  fome  words  with  Larfon,  the 
boatfwain,  about  making  faff  the  ftopper  of  the  anchor;  the 
boatfwain  got  hold  of  the  captain,  and  I  turned  myfelf  about 
and  took  him  (the  boatfwain)  by  the  collar,  and  faid, — Caleb, 
What  are  you  about  to  do  mifchief  ?  WTallis,  one  of  the  boys, 
faid,  D — n  him,  heave  him  over-board  ;  but  I  releafed  the 
captain  out  of  the  boatfwain’s  hands,  and  he  went  upon  the 
quarter  deck.  I  faid  to  Caleb,  go  after  the  captain,  and  fail 
upon  your  knees,  and  beg  his  pardon  :  accordingly  he  did  fo, 
and  the  captain  forgave  him  ;  fo  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage 
from  thence  to  the  Morea,  and  we  landed  fome  paffenger?  at 
Salonica ;  we  were  loaded  with  tobacco,  and  were  to  go  from 
thence  to  Ancona.  I  was  offered  a  fhip,  but  the  captain  per- 
fiuaded  me  to  flay  with  him  ;  no  better  agreement  could  be 
between  two  people,  than  between  him  and  me ;  nor  did  I 
ever  eat  or  drink  worfe  than  he  himfelf.  When  we  had  made 
this  voyage,  the  captain  defigned  to  come  home  to  Falmouth 
for  Pilchards,  upon  which  two  Greeks  we  had  on  board,  de~ 
fired  to  be  difcharged  5  he  paid  them  their  wages,  and  afked 

me. 


I 


274  RICHARD  COYLE,  for  Murder. 

me,  if  I  wanted  money?  I  told  hire  it  would  be  more  agrees 
able  to  me,  on  account  of  my  wife  and  family,  to  take  my 
money  at  Leghorn-  So  the  captain  paid  the  Greeks  off,  and 
difcbarged  them,  and  this  Richardfon,  Larfon,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niard,  came  on  board  in  their  {lead.  We  then  failed  for  Pa- 
dras,  with  money  on  board,  which  the  captain  had  received 
for  freight,  and  money  received  at  Leghorn,  We  took  in  a 
cargo  at  Leghorn,  and  in  the  time  of  loading  there,  this  was 
expreffed  by  thefe  three  young  gentlemen, — there  was  a  fine 
Sloop  come  from  Venice,  of  ifco  tons,  which  the  carpenter 
and  thefe  witneffes,  and  the  Spaniard,  and  the  Greek,  had 
agreed  to  cut  away  in  the  night ;  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  their 
villainy  but  the  {loop  failing,  they  were  difappointed  in  their 
defign.  Then,  we  being  loaded,  failed  about  eight  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  1  ith  of  AugufL  "1  hey  took  all  my  papers, 
and  fuffercd  me  to  fave  nothing,  but  what  I  brought  upon  my 
b$ck  out  of  the  {hip.  In  the  night  I  went  to  watch  from 
eight  to  twelve ;  they  tame  to  call  me,  fo  I  went  upon  the 
deck,  and  there  I  found  the  carpenter,  the  boatfwain,  and 
the  Spaniard,  I  can’t  fay  where  the  boys  were,  I  believe  they 
might  be  in  the  ileerage,  but  the  carpenter  fays  to  me, — — 
Coyle,  if  you  don’t  take  this  broad  axe  in  your  hand,  and 
{land  at  the  cabbin  door,  and  if  the  captain  offers  to  come  up, 
if  you  don’t  knock  him  00  the  head,  I  will  cut  you  in  pieces. 
I  faid,  pray  don’t  do  fo  ;  if  you  make  a  word  on  it,  fays  he. 
I’ll  throw  you  over-board  :  fo  I  thought  beft  to  take  the  axe 
into  my  hand,  but,  when  they  were  gone,  I  threw  it  down 
again,  and  knew  nothing  of  it,  till  the  captain  came  running 
up  upon  deck,  and  they  followed  him.  I  run  round  and  got 
upon  the  quarter  deck,  then  I  faw  the  captain  on  the  fore  top, 
and  the  carpenter  and  the  boatfwain  on  the  fore  yard.  I  he 
carpenter  was  an  ill  man,  I  did  not  like  him — he  had  not  been 
a-board  a  month,—- therefore  I  had  no  commerce  with  him  : 
but  I  feeing  the  captain  on  the  fore- top,  I  jumped  into  the 
ileerage,  and  took  up  a  blunderbufs,  but  I  never  loaded  it, 
and  1  believe  there  had  not  been  a  piftol  nor  a  blunderbufs 
loaded  for  feme  time,  for  we  had  not  a  pound  of  powder  on 
board.  I  went  for  the  blunderbufs  to  fhoot  the  carpenter,  and 
being  very  much  furprifed,  I  fnapped  it,  (but  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  loaded  or  not)  with  a  defign  to  (hoot  the  car¬ 
penter  on  the  {larboard  fide  of  the  quartern  deck.  Metcalfe 
and  Durrant  brought  the  captain  round,  and  I  thought  they 
were  going  to  heave  him  over  board.  \  hey  know  I  have  de¬ 
clared  thefe  things  before,  and  that  makes  them  fuch  ftrong 
evidences  againft  me  now.  I  tame  round  with  my  blunder- 
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oufs  to  ftrike  in  among  them,  I  don’t  know  I  Truck,  but  it 
was  ta1  en  out  of  my  hands  and  thrown  over-board.  The 
carpenter  took  the  captain,  he  ftruggled,  but  there  was  never 
a  blow  Truck,  nor  a  drop  of  blood  fpilt.  The  carpenter 

made  a  reach  at  me  with  his  axe,  and  faid,  G —  d - n 

you,  you  fhall  go  firT,  wuich  made  me  withdraw  on  the 
quarter-deck  ;  then  he  fetched  the  captain  a  blow,  but  it  did 
not  Run  him,  fo  he  called  out  to  me,  Coyle,  Coyle,  for 
God’s  fake  help  me  !  Lord  have  mercy  on  you,  fays  I,  the 
men  are  all  againT  you,  and  fo  they  hove  him  over-board,; 
Then  Wallis  went  down  into  the  cabin,  and  brought  up  two 
cafe-bottles,  a  bottle  of  brandy,  and  a  bottle  of  rack,  and 
they  propofed  to  make  punch-royal,  that  is,  with  wine  in  it. 
Next  morning  I  laid  to  Wallis,  what  a  piece  of  work  is  this  ! 

13 - n  him,  fays  he,  it  were  no  matter  if  one  half  of 

the  .  people  at  Yarmouth,  was  ferved  in  the  fame  manner. 
Before  the  conful  of  Tunis  he  acknowledged  himfelf  guilty 9 
and  accufed  every  one  of  them  but  me. 

If  you  apprehended  the  blunderbufs  was  not  charged, 
how  came  you  to  take  it  up  and  fnap  it  ? 

Coyle.  I  never  examined  it :  I  was  in  a  furprize. 

j Did  you  go  a&ore  at  Foviniano  ? 

Coyle.  Yes,  by  the  carpenter’s  orders.  I  never  had  a 
rag  of  the  captain’s  cloaths ;  the  carpenter  took  his  cabin  for 
his  own  habitation.  If  I  had  had  a  mind  to  have  been  a  villain, 
how  came  I  to  preferve  the  fhip  and  cargo  ;  they  knew  no 
more  of  it  than  you  do.  When  the  water  was  ftored  in  the 
forecaflle,  I  defired  them  to  go  into  Malta,  but  neither  Met- 
calfe,  Durrant,  nor  Wallis  would  go  ;  if  they  were  inno¬ 
cent,  why  fhould  they  refufe  to  go  into  fafe  harbour  ? 

J<T  When  the  captain  was  killed,  who  navigated  the  {hip  ? 

Coyle.  I  did,  under  the  command  of  the  carpenter. 

The  witnefTes  fay,  you,  and  Puchardfon,  and  the  reft, 
went  away  in  the  long-boat,  what  became  of  you  ? 

Coyle.  We  went  to  Tunis  in  Barbary  :  in  cafe  thefe  three 
witnefTes  had  aTITed  the  captain,  the  thing  could  not  have 
been  done. 

Have  you  any  witnefTes  ? 

Coyle .  No,  none  but  the  boatfwain  and  the  conful  of 
Tunis. 

Pray  why  did  you  leave  the  (hip? 

Coyle.  After  they  went  from  Foviniano,  they  differed 
in  their  opinions,  and  were  afraid  of  one  another,  fo  the 
boys  took  the  boat,  unknown  to  the  other  men,  and  went 
away ;  when  the  Boatfwain  found  the  boys  and  the  boat 
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was  gone,  be  called  the  carpenter,  who  lay  in  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  cabbin,  and  told  him  the  yawl  was  gone  :  I  was  pleafed 
with  it,  thinking  they  would  now  go  away,  and  leave  me  on 
board;  fo  the  carpenter  turned  out,  and  called  the  Spaniard j 
Davifon,  and  they  confulted  together,  and  hauled  up  the  long¬ 
boat,  and  put  mails  and  fails  into  her,  and  took  what  things 
of  mine  were  on  board,  and  then  the  carpenter  came  to  me 
with  two  or  three  cutlaffes,  and  hauled  me  on  deck,  and  faid, 

G- - d  d - n  you,  get  into  the  boat  ;  I  heard  what 

they  were  about,  and  was  in  hopes  they  would  have  left  me 
in  the  fhip,  fo  I  Lid,  for  God's  fake  don’t  kill  me  ;  and, 
while  I  was  dreffing,  one  of  them  gave  me  two  or  three  blows 
with  the  flat  fide  of  his  cutlafs,  and  told  me,  if  I  would  not 
go,  he  would  cut  me  in  pieces  ;  then  he  ordered  me  into  the 
boat,  and  put  me  to  an  oar,  and  one  of  them  fleered  ;  we 
rowed  a  mile,  and  got  to  windward  of  the  ifland  ;  then  they 
afked  me,  what  place  they  might  go  to,  where  there  was  nO 
Englifh  conful  ?  I  told  them  they  muff  go  to  Tunis  or  Tri¬ 
poly  :  they  fai  d  they  would  not  go  either  to  Tunis  or  Tripoly: 
fo  after  fome  few  days,  we  proceeded  to  a  place  juft  off  Tunis, 
and  there  we  flopped  to  iheiier  ourfelves,  for  the  wind  blew 
hard,  and  we  were  loaden  :  then  we  proceeded  to  Byzarta, 
and  landed  fifteen  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Tunis,  and  the 
carpenter,  before  we  put  in,  made  me  fwear,  that  I  would 
be  one  of  his  company,  and  faid,  I  ftiould  not  ftir  from  hir5n  ; 
he  faid  he  would  run  his  knife  through  me,  if  I  fpoke  any  thing 
of  this  affair.  When  he  came  aihore,  he  was  dreffed  in  the 
captain’s  deaths,  and  appeared  very  grand.  He  told  the  peo¬ 
ple,  he  was  horn  in  New- York,  and  paffed  an  examination 
before  the  governor,  but  what  he  faid  there  I  don’t  know; 
but  a  paper  was  brought  us,  and  we  all  figned  it.  After  a 
while,  we  had  all  orders  to  come  to  Tunis,  fo  We  came  to 
Tun  is,  and  there  I  was  confined  with  the  carpenter,  who  was 
captain  for  two  days  ;  at  laft  I  difeovered  the  thing,  and  the 
carpenter  made  his  efcape,  but  was  retaken  ;  the  boatfwaiii 
turned  Turk,  and  the  other  turned  jew  :  I  was  kept  in  pri- 
fon  there  three  months. 

Where  was  you  taken  into  cuftody  ? 

Coyle .  I  furreiidered  my  Self  to  the  vice-conful  of  Tunis. 

What  (hip  was  you  put  on  board  there  ? 

Coyle.  I  was  put  on  board  one  capt.  Darrel; 

Was  you  at  large  in  that  (hip  ? 

Coyle.  I  had  fmall  irons  put  upon  me,  but  I  had  my  li¬ 
berty  to  walk  about  the  (hip.  From  Tunis  I  was  carried  to 
Gibraltar,  and  I  was  rn  cuftody  there  two  months;  from 
I  Gibraltar 
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Gibraltar  I  was  carried  to  Lifbon,  and  came  home  from 
thence  in  the  Princefs  Louifa. 

6).  And  had  you  irons  on  all  this  while  ? 

Coyle.  Yes,  but  1  was  at  large. 

j|>.  Have  you  any  witnefies  ? 

Coyle.  What  witnefies  can  I  have,  fince  all  the  {hip’s 
crew  were  concerned  ?  As  for  the  three  witnefies  againft  me, 
I  have  often  beat  them  myfelf  for  abufing  the  captain.  It  is 
hard  I  fhould  have  fuch  frivolous  witnefies  againft  me,  when  I 
have  been  mafter  of  a  Chip  myfelf  feventeen  years.  I  have 
ufed  the  fea  in  the  king’s  and  merchant’s  fervice,  this  great 
while,  and  defy  any  perfon  to  fay,  that  black  is  the  white  of 
my  eye .  Call  Jofeph  Lyon. 

Jofeph  Lyon.  The  laft  time  I  faw  the  prifoner  was  five  or 
fix  years  ago.  I  have  known  him  thirteen  or  fourteen  years, 
I  ne'ver  knew  any  harm  of  him,  and  took  him  to  be  an  honeft 
man,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  any  one  give  him  a  contrary  charac¬ 
ter:  This  affair  I  know  nothing  of. 

Richard  Manwaring.  I  have  little  to  fay  in  his  behalf : 
I  knew  him  ten  years  ago,  and  have  never  feen  him  nnce  ; 
he  was  hired  and  freighted  by  a  perfon  I  had  fome  con¬ 
cerns  with,  to  carry  goods  to  Madeira,  and  he  performed 
that  voyage  and  had  then  a  good  charadter ;  as  for  any  thing 
fince  I  know  nothing  of  him  ;  he  told  me  himfelf  that  he 
bored  holes  in  the  fhip,  on  purpofe  to  have  them  taken,  but 
how  true  it  is  I  cannot  tell. 

Another  ivitnefs.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  twenty* feven 
years,  he  was  born  juft  by  me  ;  I  never  heard  any  hurt  of  him  ; 
the  laft  time  I  faw  him  was  about  three  or  four  years  ago  in 
Church-Alley,  in  St.  Olave’s  parifh. 

C.  Why  he  was  aboard  this  Pink  three  years  ago. 

Witnefs .  It  might  be  four,  for  ought  I  know. 

The  j  ury  withdrew,  and  in  a  fhort  time  returned,  and 
found  the  piifoner  guilty.  Death. 


Lhe  Ordinary  of  Newgate9 s  Account , 


Richard  Coyle ,  aged  forty-five  years,  was  born  near  the 
city  of  Exeter,  of  honeft  parents,  who  gave  him  good  edu¬ 
cation  at  fchool,  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  navi¬ 
gation.  When  of  ave,  he  was  put  to-  fea,  and  ferved  his 
time  to  the  fatisfadiion  of  his  mafter.  Pie  afterwards  went  to 

18  O  9  ‘fea 


278 


RICHARD  COYLE,  for  Murder. 


fea,  in  the  king’s  (hips,  and  fomedmes  in  merchant  men  ; 
and  during  the  time  of  thefe  fervices  he  had  a  good  chara£ter, 
and  was  efteemed  by  the  generality  of  thofe  with  whom  he 
dealt,  or  had  acquaintance.  Twenty-four  years  ago  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  wife,  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children,  four  of  whom 
are  fl ill  living  with  his  wife  at  Exeter,  the  youngeft,  whom 
he  never  faw,  having  been  born  fince  he  went  laft  to  fea  with 
captain  Hartley.  He  had  been  mafter  of  a  flop,  and  had 
been  chiefly  employed  in  the  river  from  London,  during  the 
fpace  of  feventeen  years,  and  in  that  time  he  bore  a  very  good 
character  ;  but  about  five  years  ago,  after  many  misfortunes 
had  befallen  him,  he  was  turned  out  of  that  bufmefs,  and 
then  he  ferved  in  the  ftation  of  mate  in  other  (hips,  in  which 
Ration  he  was  under  captain  Hartley,  bound  from  Yarmouth 
to  Italy,  loaden  with  herrings.  They  traded  hkewife  at  Leg¬ 
horn,  Meflina,  Svracufe,  Salonica  in  Greece,  and  Ancona 
in  Italy  ;  they  touched  alfo  at  feveral  Greek  iflands,  and  he 
fpoke  as  if  they  had  been  at  Alexandria;  the  laft  port  they 
went  to  was  Padras  in  the  Morea,  where  they  toorc  in,  as  he 
faid,  fix  hundred  pounds  worth  of  wheat.  In  this  place  it 
was,  that  he,  with  the  fhip’s  crew,  formed  the  confpiracy 
again  ft  the  captain,  and  to  run  away  with  the  fnip  and  turn 
pirates. 

Mr.  Coyle  appeared  to  be  pretty  ingenuous  in  his  con- 
feffions,  and  owned  for  the  mo  ft  part  the  evidence  as  it  was 
fworn  againfl  him,  viz.  that  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Auguff, 
1735,  they  departed  from  Padras  in  I  urkey  loaden  with  corn, 
and  bound  for  Leghorn.  *1  hey  went  out  of  that  port  about 
ten  or  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  towards  night, 
having  failed  about  twenty  leagues  between  the  ifland  of  Ce- 
phalonia  and  Zant,  they  put  their  horrible  defign  in  exe¬ 
cution.  They  awaked  the  captain  out  of  his  fleep,  and  then 
he  came  to  underhand  they  intended  immediately  to  mur¬ 
der  and  throw  him  over-board.  Coyle,  or  fome  other  of 
them,  (for  he  was  not  willing  to  declare  that  affair  plainly) 
flood  at  the  cabin -door  with  a  hatchet  in  his  hand,  to 
knock  down  the  captain  when  he  opened  the  door  ;  but  his 
c  mfcienc.e  checking  him,  or  courage  failing  him,  the  cap¬ 
tain  run  to  the  deck  in  a  great  furprize,  and  made  his  way 
I  j  all  hufle  to  the  forecaflle,  and  got  upon  the  fo-re-fhrouds, 
crying  out,  Dear  Mr. Coyle,  are  you  againfl  me  ?  He  told 
the  captain  that  it  was  determined  by  the  company,  over- 
b  >ard  he  muff  go,  and  he  was  againfl  him  too.  1  hey  had 
purfueci  him  along  the  deck  as  he  went  to  the  forecaflle,  and 
Richardfon  and  Larfon,  the  Dutchman,  went  up  the  fbrouds 
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after  him  ;  Richardfon  the  carpenter,  having  an  axe  in  his 
hand,  threatened  to  kill  Larfon  with  it,  if  he  agreed  with  the 
captain  :  they  threatened,  curfed,  fwore,  and  d — n’d  at  the 
captain  to  come  down,  and  Coyle  d — n’d  them  to  bring  him 
down-  The  captain  feeing  nothing  but  death  determined  againft 
him,  came  down  quickly  on  a  fmall  rope ;  before  this,  and  at 
this  time,  he  frequently  begged  for  God’s  fake,  in  confideration 
of  his  wife  and  children,  to  fpare  his  life;  but  they  were  deaf  to 
all  intreaties,  and  feized  him  in  order  to  throw  him  over-board; 
Richardfon,  Larfon,  and  Davifon,  were  the  principal  adtors, 
and  Coyle  alfogave  a  helping  hand,  though  he  was  not  willing 
to  acknowledge  it;  the/  were  the  men,  he  faid,  who  vio¬ 
lently  pufhed  him  over ;  he  held  by  th?  lanniards,  but  Coyle  hit 
him  on  the  head  fometimes  with  the  chicken- trough,  and  that 
not  doing,  he  fwore  at  the  carpenter  to  ftrike  him  with  his 
axe,  which  he  did,  and  knocked  out  his  brains  ;  the  laft 
words  he  was  heard  to  fpeak  having  been.  Lord  have  mercy 
on  me,  I  am  a  dead  man,  and  then  he  funk  into  the  fea,  and 
was  never  feen  more. 

After  this  they  divided  the  captain’s  goods  and  cloaths 
among  them,  and  having  no  good  agreement  among  them- 
felves,  but  their  guilt  flying  in  their  faces,  they  curfed  and 
d — n’d  one  another,  efpecialjy  the  carpenter,  who  had  the  chief 
hand  in  this  murder,  and  was  a  notorious,  wicked,  bold,  im¬ 
perious  fellow  ;  however,  they  drew  articles,  and  all  of  them 
flgned  the  articles,  not  excepting  the  captain’s  boys,  who  were 
the  three  witneffes,  as  they  pretended  were  forced  to  do  fo  for 
fear  of  their  lives.  By  this  agreement  Coyle  was  captain, 
Richardfon,  the  carpenter,  mate,  Larfon,  boatfwain,  and 
Davifon,  cook  as  before. 

Matters  being  thus  fettled,  they  bore  up  for  the  ifland  of 
Malta,  but  were  afraid  to  go  afhore,  fufpedling  one  another, 
and  fearing  fome  of  themfelves  would  not  fail  to  make  a  dif- 
covery,  fo  they  went  to  a  little  ifland  oft  Sicily,  called  Fo- 
viniano  ;  Coyle  went  aftiore  as  captain,  and  drefled  in  captain 
Hartley’s  fine  cloaths,  but,  having  no  money,  nothing  could 
be  got  in  this  ifland  but  water,  and  next  night  the  three  boys, 
Philip  Wallis,  William  Durrant,  and  William  Metcalfe,  who 
were  all  the  witnefles  againft  Coyle,  found  means  to  get  on 
fhore  in  the  yawl,  and  told  the  governor  and  garrifon  about  the 
murder  of  their  mafter,  captain  Hartley  :  when  Coyle,  and 
the  reft  of  them  knew  of  their  going  off,  they  immediately 
launched  the  long-boat,  and  purfued  them  fo  far,  that  they 
were  in  danger  of  being  apprehended  by  the  foldiers  of  Fo- 
yiniano,  an  ifland  belonging  to  the  king  of  Sicily,  and  if  the 
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governor  had  given  orders  to  board  them  that  night,  they 
mu!i  have  been  taken,  but  delaying  to  the  next  morning,  all 
of  them  made  their  efcape  in  the  long-boat,  and  went  dire&ly 
to  Tunis,  where  Coyle,  as  he  faid,  furrendered  himfelf  to  the 
Englflh  conful,  or  he  was  taken  up  by  him,  and  he  then  dif- 
covered  the  whole  matter  to  the  conful,  who  took  them  up 
and  put  them  in  irons.  From  thence  he  was  fent  to  Gibral¬ 
tar  in  a  merchant-fhip,  where  he  was  kept  two  months  iii 
prifon,  and  thence  they  put  him  on  board  the  Louifa  man  of 
war,  which  brought  him  home  to  London  to  receive  the  due 
reward  of  his  deeds. 

He  con fc fled  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  confpiracy  of 
Carrying  away  the  fhip,  but  at  firfi:  denied  the  murder,  pre¬ 
tending  that  he  knew  nothing  ot  if,  or  that  he  ever  ftruck 
him,  or  lifted  his  hand  up  to  the  captain  ;  this  he  fpoke  but 
faintly,  but  afterwards  his  confcience  checking  him  that  he  bad 
not  declared  the  truth,  without  being  afked,  be  owned  that 
he  was  concerned,  and  had  a  band  in  the  murder  of  captain 
Hartley,  for  which  he  exprefled  a  great  regret  and  the  height 
of  furrow. 

To  Mrs.  HARTLEY,  Widow  of  CAPT.  HARTLEY, 

at  Yarmouth. 


Madam, 

A  S  my  life  makes  fatisfa£fion  to  the  law,  fo  I  hope  my  un- 
feigned  penitence  and  forrow  will  make  atonement  to  you 
for  the  hand  1  had  in  depriving  you  of  fo  good  a  hufband  : 
his  particular  kindnefs  to  me,  whom  he  treated  rather  as  a 
brother  than  as  a  fervant,  makes  my  cruelty  and  infidelity 
more  inexcufable  ;  but  I  truft  my  death  will  however  move 
pity  and  forgivenefs,  fince  I  chearfully  yield  it  up  as  a  facri- 
flee  for  my  great  and  crying  fin.  I  befeech  God  with  my  laft 
breath,  that  he  will  be  the  protector  of  your  widowhood, 
that  he  will  fhower  down  his  choice!!  bleflings  upon  you,  and 
incline  your  heart  to  pardon  him  who  is 

Cells  in  Newgate,  Your  dying  fervant, 

March  13,  1736. 
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To  the  Sailors  in  the  Merchants  Service . 

“  NO  WING  well  the  folly  of  this  cenforlous  world,  and 

J  -  how,  without  weighing  things,  the  actions  of  particu- 
Jar  pe;  Ions  are  imputed  to  their  countries  or  profeffions,  I 
jhmk  myfelf  under  fome  obligation  to  make  you  what  amends 
is  in  my  popr  power  (by  addrefling  this  letter  to  you)  for  the 
reflections  my  wicked  a&ions  and  lhameful  death  will  brino- 
upon  you.  i  hope  you  are,  generally  fpeaking,  men  of  bet¬ 
ter  ferae  than  to  refent  this  application  from  a  criminal  like 
roe3  the  approach  of  death  making  me  a  fincere,  at  leatt,  tho" 
y  u  t  a  weak  advifer. 

,s.  of  late  )'e^s  (the  more  the  pity)  become  a  mode  to 
m  .  e  a  °f  religion,  as  if  one  might  do  well  enough  with 
a  little  morality  ;  but  my  friends,  morality  not  founded  in 
religion,  is  only  felf  love  and  felf  intereft,  it  is  wearing  the 
outhde  of  religion,  which  if  it  be  right,  why  fhouid  we  not 
wear  it  within  ?  I  am  a  plain  man  and  no  fcholar;  I  would 
only  recommend  chriftianity  and  living  according  to  the  gof- 
pel.  This  I  fincerely  believe  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  all 
men, ^but  am  confident  it  would  be  efpecially  fo  for  Tailors. 

From  thence  we  fhouid  in  florins  and  tenipetts  borrow 
not  only  courage  but  compofure,  we  fhouid  not  fall  into  def- 
pair,  or  ad  with  a  brutal  difregard  for  death,  it  would  bellow 
a  calmnefs  capable  of  preferving  us  in  many  cafes  of  this 
world,  and  it  would  give  a  fure  title  to  life  in  the  world  to 
come.  A  confcientious  Teaman  muff  be  ever  at  peace  in 

ant^  *n.  a  cori(jt^|on  to  do  his  duty  towards  others;  he 
will  lilfen  to  diredions  in  the  moft  dangerous  times,  and  will 
dired  his  own  condud  by  the  rules  of  reafon,  when  thofe  who 
fhouid  direct  him  (it  may  be)  have  lott  theirs,;  becaufe  he  con¬ 
fides  in  that  almighty  being  of  whom  only  it  can  be  faid,  the 
Winds  and  the  Tea  obey  him. 

.  From  the  fame  fountain  may  be  derived  the  mofl  firm  and 
vigorous  refolves  to  ferve  matters  and  owners  faithfully.  I  am 
in  great  doubt,  indeed,  whether  this  principle  can  be  drawn 
from  any  where  elfe.  One  meets  wich  daily  temptations,  ei¬ 
ther  to  diflike  the  orders  of  fuperiors,  or  to  attempt  to  cheat 
them;  and  with  what  (hall  we  combat  thefe,  if  the  hopes  of 
od  s  rewarding  our  fidelity  and  felf  denial  be  taken  away  ? 
t  is  undoubtedly  our  duty  to  obey  all  the  lawful  commands  of 
matters,  however  hard  they  may  feem,  and  to  endure  their 
1  humours,  how  uneafy  foever  they  may  be;  they  are  the 
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thorns  and  thirties  of  our  kind  of  life,  the  like  are  found  111 
every  other  tra£t,  fince  our  firft  parent  was  condemned  to 
gret  his  bread  amongft  them.  We  live  alfo  always  in  hopes  we 
may  be  foon  rid  of  thofe  difficulties,  we  are  not  flaves  chained 
to  an  oar,  if  one  mafter  is  bad,  we  may  next  time  take  care 
to  get  a  better. 

“  A  thorough  fenfe  of  religion  would  determine  your  views 
to  juft  and  reafonable  purpofes.  Senfual  pleafures  would  not 
then  arte  eft  you,  and,  from  their  too  ftrongly  affe&ing  you,  all 
your  mifchiefs  arife  ;  you  love  drink,  and  drink  makes  you 
brutes ;  you  neither  know  nor  care  what  you  do,  but  execute, 
before  the  fumes  of  the  liquor  are  out  of  your  heads,  what 
your  difturbed  imaginations  fuggeft  :  you  fall  into  the  com¬ 
pany  of  lewd  women,  they  exhauft  your  purfes,  and  want  in¬ 
clines  you  to  evil  courfes. 

Such,  from  experience,  has  been  my  cafe,  and  I  doubt, 
many  others  j  if,  therefore,  I  let  up  this  lea  mark,  to  fhew 
you  both  the  {hallow  and  the  deep  water,  if  I  warn  you  of 
your  danger,  and  point  out  the  fafe  way,  fure,  I  do  you  no 
wrong,  neither  do  I  mifpend  thefe  of  the  few  laft  moments 
of  my  life.  If  any  of  you  think  of  my  fate,  think  of  thefe 
feriovs  thoughts  it  has  fuggefted,  and  be  warned  by  the 
late  of 

Your  dying  and  afHi£bed  brother, 

Richard  Coyle. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  wrote  by  Rich  ard  Coyle,  the  Night 

before  he  fullered. 

Oh,  my  dear  Charly  ! 

I^XCUSE  me  of  my  writing,  my  eyes  flowing  with  tears, 
^  but  could  defier  your  company  with  me,  but  not  in  the 
fame  form  as  I  am  going  ;  but  I  have  faith  in  God,  and 
through  my  faviour  Jelus  Chrift,  where  I  hope  is  falva- 
{hon  for  poor  finners. 

My  tender  Charly,  when  I  left  you,  I  thought  to  have  feen 
you  again  with  pleafure,  but  ’tis  otherwife  now  ordered,  for 
which  l  am  contented,  wiftiirtg  you  could  fee  the  laft  of  me 
in  this  world  ;  but,  as  it  cannot  be  fo  now,  I  hope  we  fhall 
meet  in  heaven,  which  will  be  far  better;  defiring  you  and 

all  friends  to  remember  our  Creator  in  the  days  of  our  youth, 

while 
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while  the  evil  days  come  not,  when  we  may  fay,  we  have  no 
pleafure  in  them  :  therefore,  my  tender  Charly,  you  fee  how 
foon  a  man  is  gone  by  fome  way  or  other.  I  defier  you,  al¬ 
though  I  am  a  dying  man,  to  have  the  Lord  always  before 
your  eyes,  knowing  this,  that  this  world  is  but  a  bubble  on 
the  water.  Oh  !  eternity,  my  tender  Charly,  to  think  of 
eternity,  ’tis  very  hard,  therefore,  for  the  Lord’s  fake,  re¬ 
member  your  latter  end,  for  this  world  is  nothing  at  all  in 
comparifon  with  the  world  to  come.  If  you,  Charley,  was 
to  die  to-morrow  morning  as  I  am,  it  would  be  very  heavy 
to  you  to  think  of  eternity.  My  dear  Charly,  I  don’t  fend 
this  to  you  in  anger,  but  from  love,  hoping  you  will 
excufe  me  in  this  condifhon,  and  confider  me  with  your 
own  reafon. 

My  dear  Charly,  I  thank  you  for  your  kindnefs  to  me,  I 
did  not  know  the  things  came  from  you,  thinking  they  came 
from  Baker,  becaufe  he  promifed  to  fend  me  fuch.  But  I 
thank  you,  not  only  that  you  have  been  fo  good  as  to  put  up 
your  praers  for  me  in  the  church  for  my  poor  foie.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you  and  mother  Rofe  for  the  fame,  and  all 
other  people,  that  bore  me  fo  much  good  will.  My  tender 
refpeefs  to  you  and  mother  Rofe,  and  all  good  people  that 
bore  fo  good  refpecs  to  me.  I  never  thought  Mr.  Baker  was 
the  man. 

My  dear  Charly,  I  am  hearty  forrow  for  your  alement, 
and  I  dout  it  will  be  fo  as  I  formerly  told  you  as  to  your  uncle 
and  wife,  likewife  your  dater  1  {he  1  dout  will  be  of  no 
farvis  to  you.  My  poor  Charly,  if  you  pleafe  to  fend  for  my 
bed  to-morrow,  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  it  {hall 
be  at  your  farvis.  1  owe  Baker  nothing  but  good  will, 
and  he  has  got  one  pillar,  two  rugs,  and  one  carpit,  and 
one  blankit,  which  I  freely  give  you  with  this  bed  that  I 
have  here,  if  you  pleafe  to  except  it.  My  dear  Charly,  I 
dout  you  will  be  left  in  the  lurch ;  this  bedding  will  be  of  far¬ 
vis  to  you,  if  you  think  of  going  to  the  common  fide,  which 
I  would  advife  you  to,  except  you  have  any  thoughts  of  re¬ 
demption. 

Give  my  love  to  mother  Rofe,  unknown  to  her  Dater,  and 
fay,  I  have  here  by  word  of  mouth  heartily  thanked  you  and 
fhe,  being  from 

Your  well  wifhing  Friend, 

Sunday  Nigh",  Newgate,  If  I  could  ferve, 

March  13,  1736-7. 


l 


Richard  Coyle. 

Fray 
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Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  to-morrow,  and  how  about 
the  th  ings.  God  Almity  be  with  you  and  me,  as  I  hope 
he  will. 

He  was  executed  at  Execution  Dock,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1737. 


JOHN  RICHARDSON,  for  the  Murder  of  Captain 
Benjamin  Hartley,  Auguft  the  26th,  1736,  tried  at  a  Court 
of  Admiralty,  held  at  Juffice-Hall,  in  the  Old-Bailey, 
December,  1737. 

TORN  RICHARDSON,  who  was  an  accomplice  with 
J  Richard  Coyle,  in,  the  murder  of  captain  Benjamin  Hart¬ 
ley,  being  fome  months  after  taken,  was  arraigned  upon  his 
indiddment,  and  the  depofitions  of  the  witneffes  being  to  the 
fame  effect  as  on  the  trial  of  Coyle,  we  fhali  forbear  to  infert 
it,  and  only  fubjoin  the  following  remarkable  account  which 
he  gave  of  his  own  life,  after  his  condemnation  for  the  faid 
fadh  , 

The  following  Account  Richardfon  gave  of  his  Life,  and 
of  the  Fadt  he  was  charged  with,  the  Day  before  he 
fuffered. 

T  Was  born  in  New-York,  in  America,  of  good  parents. 
-*■  My  father  was  a  goldfmith  there,  and  I  lived  at  home  till 
I  was  twelve  years  old.  I  went  to  fchool  till  I  was  fourteen  ; 
then  I  was  put  under  the  care  of  a  brother,  to  learn  the 
cooper’s  trade;  but,  not  caring  for  that  buffnefs*  I  left  him, 
and  went  to  fea  with  one  captain  Richardfon,  a  name-fake 
of  mine;  when  he  returned  to  New-Ycrk,  1  learned  the 
carpenter’s  bufmefs,  of  one  Peter  Carley,  and  lived  with  him 
five  years;  then  I  got  his  daughter  with  child,  and  run  away, 
leaving  him  to  maintain  her  and  the  beam.  Upon  this  oc-r 
cafion  I  dripped  myfelf  on  board  a  veil'd  bound  for  Jamaica, 
William  Jiggles,  mailer,  and  we  were  no  fooner  arrived  at 
Jamaica,  but  I  was  preffed  on  board  a  man  of  war,  in  which 
1  came  to  England,  and  when  the  drip  was  paid  off  at  Chat¬ 
ham,  I  came  up  to  London,  and  took  lodgings  in  the  houfe 
of  one  John  Turner,  at  Horflydown  Old  Stairs,  where  i 

con- 
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tohtiriued  four  months,  in  which  time  I  fpent  all  my  money, 
and  then  was  obliged  to  (hip  myfelf  as  boatfwain  on  board  one 
Edward  Jeflbn,  who  was  bound  for  the  Baltick.  I  had  no 
fooner  arrived  there,  but  I  difliked  my  fituation,  and  refolded 
to  leave  him.  This  was  the  beginning  of  ail  my  roguery. 
Though  I  refolved  to  leave  captain  Jeffon,  yet  I  thought  it 
hard  to  come  away  without  money,  and  lofe  all  my  wages; 
fo  one  day,  as  1  was  going  afhore,  a  proje£l  came  into  my 
head,  which  I  refolved  to  put  in  execution,  in  order  to  fup- 
p!y  myfelf  with  a  little  money.  And  accordingly  I  went 
into  a  tavern,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  a  merchant  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  with  whom  I  knew  the  captain  had  dealings,  and  in  that 
letter  I  wrote,  as  from  the  captain,  that  he  defired  him*  upon 
an  extraordinary  oceahon,  to  fend  him  j oo  rix  dollars  by  the 
bearer.  This  letter  I  carried  myfelf,  and  the  merchant  very 
readily  gave  me  the  money,  and  defired  to  make  his  compli¬ 
ments  to  my  captain,  and  tell  him,  if  he  fhould  have  occafion 
for  more,  it  fhould  be  at  his  fervice.  s 

F he  very  next  day  I  went  on  board  a  Dutch  fhip  bound 
for  Amflerdam,  and  came  to  Holland,  where  I  had  not  been 
above  three  months,  but  I  got  acquainted  with  a  woman, 
whofe  hufband  was  mate  of  a  Dutch  Eaft  India  fhip,  and  he 
being  abroad,  I  fupplied  his  place,  and  lived  with  her  eigfit 
months  ;  then  (he  told  me  (he  expedited  her  hufband  home, 
and  defired  me  to  reconcile  myfelf  to  the  thoughts  of  parting 
with  her.  I  told  her  I  would,  and  as  I  was  to  lofe  my  mif- 
trefs,  I  wafc  refolved  not  to  go  away  empty-handed  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  i  took  the  liberty  one  night,  as  I  was  conducing 
her  home  from  a  plav,  to  carry  her  into  a  tavern  :  I  perfuaded 
her  to  drink,  and  got  her  pretty  much  difguifed  in  liquor, 
in  order  to  execute  my  intended  projedl ;  fo  having  got  my 
fuddled  miflrefs  home,  I  undrefled  her,  and  put  her  to  bed  ; 
(he  foon  fell  fad  afleep,  and  then  I  took  the  keys  out  of  her 
pocket,  and  unlocked  her  warehoufe,  in  which  (he  had  a  vafl 
quantity  of  India  goods,  and  made  myfelf  mailer  of  about  200 
pounds  worth,  which  I  carried  to  a  lodging  I  hall  before  taken 
for  this  purpofe  :  when  I  had  taken  what  1  thought  proper,  I 
locked  up  her  (hop  again,  and  laid  the  keys  under  her  head  ; 
but,  confidering  a  little  money  would  be  necefiary  as  well  as 
goods,  I  fearched  her  pockets,  and  found  her  fmall  keys,  with 
which  I  opened  her  drawers,  and  put  to  the  value  of  6oh  in 
my  pockets,  then  I  marched  off;  I  knew  (lie  was  very  rich, 
and  would  not  mind  my  borrowing  this  trifle  in  this  manner, 
nor  was  I  mdfaken,  for  1  faw  her  in  my  rambles  about  two 
years  ago,  and  fhe  never  complained, 
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As  foon  as  I  could,  I  got  my  goods  down  to  the  Rotterdam 
boats ;  I  was  acquainted  with  fnrae  of  the  watermen,  and 
they  affified  me  in  carrying  my  cheft  and  other  things  to  the 
boat;  and  when  I  had  got  all  my  cargo  onboard,  I  went 
diredlly  to  Rotterdam,  and  there  I  found  one  captain  Brown* 
bound  for  Bolton,  in  New-England  ;  1  agreed  with  him  for 
my  paiTage,  and  in  four  days  we  failed  for  Bofron.  When 
we  arrived  there,  I  refolved  to  go  up  into  the  country,  and 
fee  if  my  money  and  goods  would  not  get  me  a  country  wife; 
and  accordingly  I  went  to  Fairfield,  twenty  miles  diilant  from 
Bofton,  by  water,  and  from  thence  to  a  town  fifty  miles  fur¬ 
ther  ;  here  I  took  up  my  quarters  at  an  old  farmer’s,  and  had 
a  place  which  ferved  me  as  a  (hop  or  warehoufe  for  my  goods; 
and  I  being  a  flranger  there,  and  the  Chriftmas  holidays  being 
come  on  (when  the  people  all  go  abroad)  the  country  folks 
flocked  about  me,  and  many  of  them  defired  me  (for  they 
are  very  courteous  to  {Dangers)  to  come  and  take  a  Chriftmas 
dinner  with  them.  There  were  fo  many  of  them,  that  I  could 
not  tell  whofe  invitation  to  accept  of  firfl,  but  I  refolved  to 
go  with  him  who  had  moft  handfome  daughters,  and  at  length 
it  fell  to  the  lot  of  one  William  Brown  to  have  me  for  a  gueft^ 
he  had  three  very  pretty  daughters,  and  four  good  agreeable 
young  maid  fervants,  therefore  I  went  to  fpend  my  Chriftmas 
with  him  ;  this  was  in  the  year  1727.  After  the  holidays  were 
over,  I  thought  I  muft  be  grateful  for  my  entertainment,  and 
for  their  civility,  fo  I  went  to  my  warehoufe,  and  fetched 
fome  India  handkerchiefs  of  feveral  forts,  which  I  made  pre- 
fents  of  to  the  young  women  ;  hut  I  may  leave  it  to  you  (read¬ 
ers)  to  imagine  from  what  I  have  told  you  of  my  way  of  life 
already,  whether  fuch  a  man  as  I  would  make  prefents  for 
nothing  ? 

Some  time  after  this  there  happened  to  be  a  wedding  at  this 
town,  to  which  one  jufiice  W— — - — -m’s  daughter  was  in¬ 
vited  :  fhe  lived  about  thirty  miles  ofF,  and  was  reckoned  the 
greateff  beauty  in  the  country  :  among  the  many  folks  im 
vited,  who  fhould  be  one  but  myfelf :  the  beauty  was  one  of 
the  bride-maids,  and  I  a  bride-man  :  during  the  time  of  this 
wedding,  fhe  and  I  grew  very  great,  infomucb  that  I  invited 
her  to  go  and  fee  my  lodging  and  warehoufe  ;  fhe  readily  com¬ 
plied,  and  came  with  me :  I  took  her  among  my  goods,  and 
defired  her  to  look  about  her,  telling  her,  I  fhould  think  my¬ 
felf  very  fortunate,  if  I  had  any  thing  file  could  fancy  for  a 
gown  ;  if  any  thing  (he  faw  was  worth  her  acceptance,  I  told 
hsr  it  was  at  her  fervice.  She  feemed  to  take  moll  notice 
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of  a  particular  piece  of  chintz,  which,  after  feme  words  fhe 
accepted,  and  took  home  with  her. 

Two  days  after  fhe  was  gone  home,  I  wrote  her  a  very 
complaifant  letter,  fhe  anfwered  it,  and  by  the  contents  I 
found  fhe  would  anfwer  my  expectation  :  then  I  wrote  to  her 
father,  and  defired  his  leave  to  come  and  pay  my  addrefTes  to 
his  daughter;  he  granted  my  requeft,  and  in'three  months 

time  1  got  the  old  folks  Confent  to  marry  her.  But,  the  cream 
of  the  jeft  follows  : 

In  that  country  they  have  no  licenfes,  and  all  marriages 
muft  be  publifhed  three  Sundays  fucceftively  in  the  church  ; 
the  fir  ft  Sunday  the  declaration  paffed  off  pretty  well,  and 
without  any  forbidding ;  but  the  fecond  Sunday  all  the  girls 
came  from  the  houfe  where  I  had  dined  on  Chriftmas  day  laft, 
with  their  great  bellies,  crying  and  howling  about  the  parfon, 
and  telling  him,  I  had  promifed  every  one  of  them  marriao-e, 
and  that  they  were  all  with  child  by  me.  a 

,  1  had  a  fine  tinie  on’t,  you  may  imagine ;  but  I  thought 
twas  my  belt  way  to  fneak  out  of  the  church.  I  expe£fed  I 
Ihould  prefently  hear  from  my  miftrefs’s  father  and  mother, 
but  I  was  not  at  all  uneafy  about  it  ;  for  I  knew  very 

well  they  would  fue  to  me  in  a  few  weeks  to  take  her  off 
their  hands. 

According  to  my  expe&ation,  it  was  not  long  before  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  my  father-in-law  (that  was  to  be)  defiring 
me  of  all  love,  and  by  all  means,  to  come  no  more  near  his 
houfe,  nor  to  entertain  any  thoughts  of  having  his  daughter, 
for  I  had  done  fo  much  that  the  country  was  all  in  a 
hubbub.  According  to  his  advice  I  ftaid  at  home;  but  I 
knew  I  fhoula  near  from  them,  and  that  they  would  be  very 
ready  to  admit  me  a  fuitor  again.  As  I  imagined,  fo  it  proved  ; 
for  in  about  four  months  time,  the  old  gentlewoman  perceived 
how  it  was  with  my  young  miftrefs,  and  I  was  fent  for  with 
all  fpeed.  When  I  got  there,  the  father  t*ld  me  he  would 
give  me  300I.  (in  their  money,  which  is  worth  about  iool, 
fterling)  more  than  I  was  to  have  had  before,  if  I  would  have 
their  daughter.  I  would  not  agree  at  firft,  but  at  length  I 
confented,  and  every  thing  was  agreed  upon  ;  and,  to  prevent 
being  difturbed,  my  miftrefs  and  I  went  to  a  village  forty 
miles  from  where  I  lived,  to  have  our  intentions  declared  in  . 
the  church  without  interruption,  and  where  the  publication 

would  be  out  of  the  hearing  of  the  other  girls  and  their 
friends. 

.  When  the  publications  of  marriage  were  over,  we  got  mar¬ 
ried,  and  no  fooner  was  the  wedding  over,  but— alas  for  me  ! 
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I  was  arrefled  by  the  girls  friends,  where  I  had  kept  my 
Chriftmas,  for  the  maintenance  of  all  the  children.  My  fa¬ 
ther-in-law  ,  to  make  us  eafy,  bailed  oie,  till  the  girls  were 
brought  to  bed,  and  paid  me  my  wife’s  fortune.  When  I 
had  got  the  money,  1  could  not  be  eafy  to  flay  with  them,  fo 
I  told  them  I  did  not  like  a  country  life,  and  indeed  I  had  no 
notion  of  plow-jogging. 

My  India  cargo,  which  I  had  brought  from  Holland  (what 
was  left  of  it)  I  had  fent  down  to  Bofton,  without  giving  them 
any  notice,  and  then  I  told  them  I  muff  go  to  New- York, 
to  build  me  a  veffel,  and  that  I  would  be  back  again  in  three 
months.  So  1  took  the  money  I  had  with  my  wife,  and  all 
my  goods,  and  took  leave  of  her,  and  my  father  and  mother- 
in-law,  to  go  for  Boflon,  and  never  went  to  them  any  more: 
fo  there  was  an  end  of  my  affairs,  with  regard  to  my  country 
wife. 

When  I  came  to  Boflon,  I  foon  fpent  my  money  upon 
profiitutes  and  mufic-houfes,  and  quickly  came  to  fo  low  a, 
condition,  that  I  had  neither  money  nor  credit ;  and  I  had 
made  fo  good  ufe  of  my  time  there,  that  nobody  would  truft 
pie  a  farthing :  I  had  not  worked  a  good  while,  and  was  not 
willing  to  come  to  it  again,  but  at  laft  I  was  forced  to  look 
put  for  fomething  to  do,  and  foon  found  bufmefs ;  for  I  was 
employed  to  run  up  the  fide  of  a  veffel  which  was  then  upon 
the  flocks,  and  I  being  a  little  more  Jfkilful  in  building  than 
mo  it  of  the  men  that  were  there  employed,  the  mailer  build¬ 
er,  who  was  a  Quaker,  grew  very  fond  of  me,  and  I  wanted 
for  nothing  that  his  houfe  could  afford. 

He  was  in  years,  but  his  wife  \yas  a  good  likely  young  girl, 
and  1  longed  for  a  little  communication  with  my  female  friend  $ 
fo  one  day  when  the  fhip  was  finifhed,  and  all  hands  were  at 
work  in  getting  her  off  the  flocks,  I  flipped  away  from  my 
work,  and  went  to  afk  my  miflrefs  a  queflion  or  two.  My 
mailer  miffing  me,  came  diredtly  home  to  look  for  me,  and 
found  me  with  his  wife.  Friend,  fays  he,  what  bufmefs  haft 
thee  here  ?  Why  dofl  thee  not  keep  at  thy  work  l  I  told  him 
I  was  only  come  home  for  an  augur.  Ah  !  friend  John,  I 
do  not  much  like  thee,  fays  he,  my  wife  knows  nothing  of 
thy  tools  ;  I  fear  thou  hadil  fome  evil  cogitations  in  thy  head. 
I  made  him  no  anfwer,  but  went  to  my  work  again,  and 
when  that  was  finifhed,  I  thought  there  would  be  no  flaying 
fhere  very  long  for  me,  as  the  old  man  had  entertained  ill 
thoughts  of  me,  fo  I  defired  him  to  pay  me,  and  told  him  I 
would  leave  him.  He  refufed  to  give  me  any  money,  telling 
me  he  had  too  much  reafon  to  believe  his  wife  had  paid  me  : 
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i  told  him  I  was  refolved  to  have  my  money,  and  would1 
iue  him  for  it,  and  defired  him  to  confider,  that  if  he 
made  that  excufe  in  open  court,  which  he  made  to  me,  it 
would  difgrace  him  all  over  the  country. 

Upon  this  he  paid  me,  but  abfoiutely  forbid  my  ever  enter¬ 
ing  his  doors  any  more.  I  told  him  I  never  would,  and  I 
intended  to  keep  my  promife,  but  what  could  a  man  do  in 
my  cafe  ?  for  about  eight  days  after,  he  was  obliged  to  go  up 
into  the  country  to  buy  timber,  and  infilled  on  his  wife’s  go¬ 
ing  with  him,  that  fhe  might  be  out  of  harm’s  way;  but  the 
poor  young  friend  pleaded  lick,  and  kept  her  bed  till  he  was 
gone.  Some  little  time  after  he  was  gone,  I  met  her  maid  in 
the  ftrcet ;  among  other  queftions,  I  afked  how  her  miftrefs 
did  r  She  told  me,  her  miftrefs  wanted  to  fee  me  :  I  defired 
her  to  prefent  my  fervice,  and  affure  her  I  would  wait  upon 
berabout  eight  or  nine  in  the  evening. 

I  went,  and  was  fo  very  well  received  that  night,  that  I 
vifited  her  till  we  apprehended  the  hufband’s  time  for  coming 
home  drew  near  ;  then,  thinking  I  muft  provide  for  myfelf, 
I  watched  my  opportunity,  and  opened  the  friend’s  chef!, 
from  whence  I  took  all  the  ready  money  I  could  find,  which 
was  about  feventy  pounds,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  paper 
money,  but  that  would  pafs  only  in  that  town,  and  I  knew 
I  muft  be  gone  from  thence  immediately,  therefore  I  did  not 
meddle  with  any  of  that. ,  As  foon  as  I  had  got  this  booty,  I 
agreed  with  one  Captain  Jones,  who  was  then  juft  going  off 
for  Philadelphia,  for  my  paffage  thither. 

When  I  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  I  took  lodging  at  a  houfe 
where  there  was  only  a  widow  and  her  two  daughters,  and 
here  I  lodged  about  four  months.  In  this  time  the  widow 
and  I  agreed  fo  well  together,  that  I  aded  as  if  the  houfe  had 
been  my  own  ;  but  at  laft  I  took  a  fancy  to  one  of  the 
daughters,  and  began  to  grow  weary  of  the  old  woman,  and 
refolving  to  let  the  girl  know  my  mind,  I  took  an  opportunity 
to  attac<  her  one  Sunday,  when  the  widow  was  gone  out  to 
pay  a  vifit  to  a  neighbour  ;  but  while  I  was  engaged  with  the 
daughter,  the  mother  unexpectedly  returned,  and  caught  us  in 
feme  diforder  together.  You  may  guefs  I  had  a  fine  noife  about 
myea  rs  very  openly,  but  in  private  1  was  feverely  reproached, 
and  ftie  told  me,  truly  file  thought  I  might  have  been  fatisfied 
with  the  liberty  1  took  with  her.  With  much  ado,  and  by 
being  very  fond  of  the  old  woman,  I  made  up  the  breach  ; 
hut  in  a  month’s  time,  as  fhe  was  grown  very  jealous  of  me, 
and  watched  me  very  narrowly,  fhe  caught  me  transg refling 
with  her  other  daughter.  1  hen  fhe  flew  out,  and  told  me  the 
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confequence  of  my  firft  crime  was,  that  the  girl  was  with 
child,  and  rated  me  fo  feverely,  that  I  began  to  florm  again, 
and  told  her,  if  her  daughter  was  breeding,  fhe  mu  ft  get  her 
a  hufband  as  faft  as  fhe  could,  for  I  would  have  nothing  to  fay 
to  her. 

When  the  old  woman’s  paflion  was  a  little  calmed,  I  told 
her  it  fignified  nothing  to  make  fuch  a  noife,  it  was  out  of 
my  power,  I  told  her,  to  marry  both  of  her  daughters  my- 
felf,  but  if  fhe  would  provide  a  hufband  for  one  of  them,  I 
would,  to  oblige  her,  take  the  other  my] elf.  She  foon  got  a 
young  fellow,  a  goldfmith,  to  marry  one  of  them,  and  then 
I  was  teized  to  death  to  fix  the  time  for  marrying  the  other.  I 
told  her  I  had  feme  bufmefs  to  finifh,  which  would  take  me 
up  about  a  month’s  time,  but  when  I  had  made  an  end  of  that, 
if  fhe  would  pay  me  down  fuch  a  fum  of  money,  I  would 
have  her  daughter  j  if  fhe  refufed,  I  told  her  I  pofitively  would 
not  comply. 

For  a  great  while  together  the  old  woman  conftantly  plagued 
me  about  her  girl,  telling  me  fhe  had  no  money  ;  I  knew  to 
the  contrary,  and  told  her,  fhe  mu  ft  look  out  for  fome  body 
that  would  take  her  without  money,  for  I  would  not.  At 
laft  fhe  told  me,  fhe  would  give  me  a  hundred  pounds,  and  half 
her  plate,  which  I  agreed  to  accept,  fo  I  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter,  got  the  money  and  plate  into  my  cuitody,  then  gave 
them  all  the  flip,  and  left  the  mother  and  daughter  to  cry  af¬ 
ter  me.  And, 

From  Philadelphia,  I  failed  with  one  Captain  Williams,  to 
South-Carolina.  Brownjohn,  now  under  fentence  for  writ¬ 
ing  fome  Letters  to  Mr.  Bell,  the  quaker,  in  Lombard-ftreet, 
was  then  a  failor  on  board.  When  I  arrived  at  South-Caro- 
hna,  i  lodged  at  one  Mr.  Jones’s,  a  fail-maker  there,  and  I 
lived  very  well  with  him.  I  had  not  been  there  a  month,  be¬ 
fore  I  got  acquainted  with  Captain  Roberts,  who  wanting  a 
mate  and  a  carpenter,  he  defired  me  to  go  his  mate  to  Ja¬ 
maica.  i  told  him,  I  did  not  much  underftand  navigation, 
but  I  would  go  his  carpenter,  if  he  thought  proper.  He  told 
me  I  ftiould  go  both  as  mate  and  carpenter  too,  if  I  would, 
and  he  would  do  his  endeavour  to  teach  me  navigation.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  we  fet  fail  from  South-Carolina  to  Jamaica,  and  he 
ufed  me  all  the  voyage  more  like  his  fellow-captain,  his  equal, 
than  his  carpenter ;  when  we  had  unloaded  our  veflel,  and 
done  all  our  bufinefs,  we  returned  home  again. 

Fhe  fhip  belonged  to  a  farmer,  about  ten  miles  up  the 
country,  and  the  winter  coming  on,  we  refolved  to  up-lay 
|he  Ihipi  and  the  captain  pitched  upon  me  to  look  after  her, 

and 
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and  I  confented,  and  agreed  to  lie  on  board  during  the  winter, 
by  which  means  I  became  very  well  acquainted  with  the 
owner.  About  a  week  before  Chriftmas,  I  had  an  invitation 
from  him  to  come  up  to  his  houfe,  and  make  merry  with  him 
and  his  friends  on  the  birth-day  of  his  only  daughter.  Now 
you  muft  know,  that  a  man  that  can  fing  them  a  fong,  and 
can  dance  a  little,  is  always  looked  upon  in  thofe  places,  as  a 
very  fine  fellow  ;  fo  I  diverted  them  by  doing  both  ;  and  I  ob- 
ferved  our  owner’s  daughter  very  well,  and  thought,  if  it  was 
pofiible,  fhe  and  I  would  be  better  acquainted  ;  and  it  was 
not  long  before  I  had  a  fit  opportunity.  For  the  January  fol¬ 
lowing,  there  happened  to  be  a  wedding  in  the  family  of  a 
friend  of  our  owner,  about  twelve  miles  off,  and  {he  was 
invited  ;  the  company  talked  about  the  diverfion  I  had  given 
them  on  her  birth-day,  and  they  agreed  to  fend  a  man  and 
horfe  for  me.  When  the  meffenger  came,  I  was  refolved  to 
go  and  fee  who  the  people  were,  for  I  was  always  fond  of 
adventures,  and  when  I  came  there,  who  fhould  be  the  firft  to 
bid  me  welcome,  but  our  owner’s  daughter,  who  hoped  I 
would  excufe  her  boldnefs  in  fending  for  me,  and  told  me, 
that  {he  fent  for  me  to  oblige  the  company  with  a  dance.  I 
told  her,  I  fhould  be  proud  of  obliging  the  company  in 
general;  but  more  fo,  if  it  was  in  my  power  to  oblige  her. 

During  the  time  the  wedding  lafted,  {he  and  I  grew  won¬ 
derful  great,  but  I  had  like  to  have  fpoiled  all,  by  taking  out 
another  young  woman  to  dance  with  me  as  a  partner;  for  fhe 
told  me,  as  I  was  a  {{ranger,  and  knew  none  of  the  company 
better  than  I  did  her,  (he  expe&ed  me  to  keep  her  for  partner 
while  the  wedding  lafted.  1  was  very  well  pleafed  to  find  I 
might  make  free  with  her ;  and  when  the  company  broke  up, 
I  offered  my  fervice  to  fee  her  home  ;  fhe  readily  accepted  of 
my  care,  and  in  our  way  thither,  I  took  her  through  a  very 
thick  wood,  and  when  I  had  got  her  into  the  midft  of  it,  I 
pretended  to  be  very  ill,  and  that  I  muft  get  off  my  horfe,  and 
fit  down  upon  the  ground ;  fhe  defired  to  get  down  too,  fo 
we  both  v/alked  under  a  fine  large  chefnut-tree,  and  fat  down 
together  till  it  was  evening.  Then  I  afked  her,  if  we  fhould 
mount  and  go  forward  ?  Not  yet,  fays  ihe,  I  have  ftaid  here  a 
good  while  for  your  pleafure,  you  will  not  deny  to  ftay  a  little 
longer  for  mine.  I  gueffed  what  we  were  to  ftay  in  the  dark  for, 
fo  L  kiffed  her,  and  after  we  had  fpent  fome  time  agreeably 
together,  I  conduced  her  home  ;  but  I  did  not  fuffer  any  of 
the  people  of  the  houfe  to  fee  me,  left  they  fhould  have  fome 
fufpicion  of  us ;  fo  I  went  contentedly  down  to  my  {hip, 
having  told  her  at  parting,  teat  I  would  come  and  fee  her 
next  day.  And 
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And  the  next  day  1  went  to  her  father’s  houfe,  and  juf!  got 
time  to  fpeak  to  her  alone  in  the  kitchen.  I  per  Dad  ed  her 
to  make  me  her  hufband,  and  begged  of  her  to  contrive 
fome  way  for  our  coming  together  foroetimes.  She  fcoid  me, 
there  were  fo  many  negro  Servants  about  the  houfe,  that  it 
was  impofiible.  I  faid,  if  {he  bad  any  regard  for  me,  fhe 
might  watch  her  opportunity,  when  her  family  were  in  bed, 
and  come  out,  and  I  would  carry  her  down  to  the  (hip,  where 
I  had  a  handfome  cabin  ;  fhe  confented,  and  we  carried  on 
this  game  for  about  a  fortnight ;  then  fhe  began  to  be  afraid 
of  being  difcovered,  and  would  go  on  no  further.  But  being 
both  of  us  a  little  uneafy  afunder,  we  contrived  to  bribe  an 
old  negro  woman  Servant  to  be  our  confident,  and  for  four 
months  this  old  woman  ufed  to  let  me  in  of  nights  to  her 
young  miftrefs,  when  every  one  elfe  was  afleep.  At  lad  the 
poor  girl’s  mother  took  notice  there  was  fome  alteration  in 
her,  and  (he  afked  her  what  was  the  reafon  that  fhe  grew  fo 
fat  in  the  body,  and  thin  in  the  face  ?  The  girl  told  her  (he 
could  not  tell  the  meaning  of  it  ;  but  the  old  woman,  upon 
examining  her,  foon  found  how  it  was  with  her,  and  charged 
her  to  tell  who  was  the  father  of  her  child  ?  With  fome  dif¬ 
ficulty  (he  told  them  I  was.  Upon  hearing  this,  the  old  wo¬ 
man,  in  a  very  great  pa  (Son,  calls  her  hufband,  and  bid  him  look 
upon  his  daughter.  Look  upon  her  !  fays  he,  and  what 
then  ?  Why,  (he  is  with  child  by  your  carpenter,  Richard  Son, 
fays  fhe.  Then  the  braver  fellow  he,  fays  the  old  man. 

I  knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  difcovery,  but  came  that  night 
to  Sup  with  them,  and  I  had  no  Sooner  entered  the  houfe,  but 
the  old  man  wifhed  me  joy,  and  told  me,  with  a  deal  of  good 
humour,  that  his  daughter  Nan  Said  I  had  got  her  with  child. 
Pardon  me,  Sir,  fays  I,  Mrs.  Ann  and  you  are  only  inclined 
to  make  yourfelves  merry.  Nay,  fays  he,  and  called  Nan, 
is  this  the  father?  My  poor  girl  was  obliged  to  own  it,  and 
then  I  told  him,  1  thought  myfelf  very  happy  in  having  my 
lot  call  in  fo  creditable  a  family.  Well,  fays  he,  fince  (lie 
and  you  have  been  two  fools,  you  muft  e’en  take  her  and 
maintain  her.  I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  maintain  myfelf, 

therefore  1  could  not  maintain  her  without  his  abidance.- - - 

He  promifed  I  Should  not  want  that,  and  fo  we  were  mar¬ 
ried. 

After  the  rnairiage,  he  made  me  a  prefent  of  the  Ship  and 
tackle,  and  a  good  cargo,  as  a  fortune  with  his  daughter.  I 
thought  this  was  prerty  well,  and  as  foon  as  I  could,  i  (hipped 
hands,  and  having  taken  leave  of  my  wife  and  her  friends,  I 
fet  fail  for  Barbadoes  ;  but  when  I  had  been  four  days  there, 

2  a  hurricane 
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a  hurricane  came  on,  in  which  I  loft:  my  vefiel  and  cargo, 
and  was  again  a  broken  merchant.  Here  I  Raid  four  days, 
and  not  knowing  what  courfe  to  take,  I  went  paffenger  with 
one  Capt.  Williams  to  St.  Kit’s.  When  I  had  been  there 
about  ten  days,  Capt.  Jones  arrived,  and  told  me  my  wife 
was  dead  :  this  news,  with  the  lofs  of  my  fliip,  aftedted  me 
fo  deeply,  that  I  ran  raving  mad,  and  was  confined  in  a  cham¬ 
ber  four  months  at  St.  Kit’s. 

When  I  had  recovered  my  health  and  fenfes,  I  went  mate 
with  Capt.  Williams,  Who  'brought  me  to  St,  Kit’s  in  the 
Sant  Employ,  a  fliip  belonging  to  the  African  company  ;  I 
failed  five  months  with  him,  then  I  left  him,  and  went  to 
Antigua. 

While  I  was  at  Antigua,  I  happened  at  a  dancing-bout 
to  get  acquainted  with  a  young  gentleman  of  the  Hand  :  he 
was  mightily  pleafed  at  my  dancing  a  hornpipe,  and  defired 
my  company  home  with  him  to  his  father’s  houfe  ;  X  went 
thither,  and  was  entertained  a  fortnight  very  kindly  ;  but  one 
day  as  I  was  out  a  rambling  with  the  young  man,  to  vifit 
fome  of  their  plantations,  I  thought  I  would  try  to  get  fome 
money  out  of  him  ;  fo  as  we  travelled  along,  I  put  my  hand 
into  my  pocket,  and  feemed  to  be  terribly  furprized,  he  afked 
me  what  was  the  matter  ?  I  told  him  I  had  loft  my  purfe,  and 
twenty  piftoles.  Pifh  !  fays  he,  there  is  more  money  in  An¬ 
tigua.  Aye,  but  fays  I,  I  am  a  ftranger  here,  I  am  a  Creolian 
from  Meovis.  What !  do  you  belong  to  the  Richardfon’s  at 
Meovis,  fays  he,  I  know  them  very  well  !  I  knew  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  name  at  that  time  was  Richardfon  ;  fo  I  told  him  I 
was  his  fon.  You  his  fon,  fays  he, '  and  want  money  in 
Antigua  !  no,  no,  only  draw  a  bill  upon  your  father,  and  I’ll 
anfwer  for  it  my  father  fliall  help  you  to  the  money.  I  was 
pleafed  with  the  project,  and  it  gave  me  frefli  hopes. 

When  we  got  home,  my  companion  acquainted  his  father 
that  I  was  Governor  Richardfon’s  fon ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
told  him  of  my  terrible  misfortune,  and  that  I  had  loft  my 
purfe  and  money  fmce  I  had  been  out. 

The  old  man,  when  he  heard  the  governor  was  my  father, 
told  me  he  was  forry  I  had  loft  my  money  ;  hut  as  he  knew 
the  gentleman  my  father,  whatever  I  wanted  ftiould  be  at  my 
fervice.  I  told  him  about  a  hundred  piftoles  would  ferve  me 
till  I  fhould  go  home,  and  accordingly  I  drew  a  bill  upon  my 
unknown  father  for  the  fum.  I  ft  aid  here  after  1  had  drawn 
this  bill  about  a  week  ;  then,  to  carry  on  the  joke,  I  told  them 
I  was  going  to  write  to  my  father,  to  acquaint  him  of  their 
civility  to  me  ;  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  my  unknown  father, 
19  Q_q  and 
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and  fubfcribed  rnyfelf,  his  dutiful  fan.  This  letter  I  entrufXed 
the  care  of  a  man  who  was  not  to  deliver  it,  nor  fufFer  it  to 
go  according  to  the  direction  ;  and  fome  time  after,  I  got  thg 
-mate  of  a  fhip  to  write  a  letter  as  from  my  unknown  father, 
directed  to  the  old  gentleman,  and  full  of  thanks  for  his  civi¬ 
lity  to  his  fon.  This  letter  was  brought  to  the  old  man  as 
from  Governor  Richardfon  of  Meovis ;  he  was  wonderfully 
well  pleafed  with  it,  and  told  me  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
my  father,  but  he  did  not  deferve  half  the  compliments  and 
acknowledgments  contained  in  his  kind  letter,  and  with¬ 
out  any  more  ado,  if  I  wanted  any  more  money,  or 
any  more  necdlaries,  I  muff  fpeak,  and  I  fhould  be  wel¬ 
come.^-— -I  thought  I  mull  make  hay  while  the  fun 
fhone,  fo  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  I  fhould  want  any 
thing  elfe  but  a  few  fhirts,  and  fome  other  necefTaries,  and  the 
reafon  thdt  induced  me  to  fupply  myfelf  now  was,  I  told  him, 
that  the  things  I  wanted  were  cheaper  here  than  at  Meovis. 
But  to  make  the  gentleman  quite  eafy,  X  drew  another  bill  for 
another  hundred  piftole?,  and  when  1  had  got  my  things  all 
ready,  X  left  them  bills  to  pay  themfelves,  when  they  could  get 

the  money.— - —[God  blefs  me,  my  time  is  very  fhort,  but  I 

have  no  more  dread  of  death,  than  if  X  was  not  to  meet  it.] 

From  thence  I  went  on  board  a  vefiel  which  came  from 
Guinea,  and  was  bound  for  Jamaica  ;  and  as  focn  as  X  arrived, 
I  took  lodgings  at  one  Mr.  William  Torkman’s  at  Port-Royal, 
where  X  had  not  been  a  month,  before  X  fbipped  myfelf  on 
board  with  Capt.  Trevifa,  bound  for  Carthagena  ;  but  before 
X  went  from  Jamaica,  X  laid  out  the  money  X  brought  with 
me  in  goods,  which  I  bought  of  a  Jew  merchant,  intending 
to  fell  them  at  Carthagena.  The  Jew  feeing  me  able  to  buy 
goods,  afked  me  what  voyage  X  was  going  to  make  ?  I  told  him 
I  was  going  to  Carthagena,  with  Captain  Trevifa.  He  hearing 
that,  offered  me  an  hundred  pounds  worth  of  his  own,  and 
it  is  ufual  for  the  merchants  in  thofe  places,  to  entruft  goods 
with  traders  for  half  profit.  X  accepted  of  his  goods,  and 
we  failed  from  Jamaica  to  Carthagena  ;  when  we  arrived 
there,  X  made  a  good  market  of  my  goods,  but  I  took  care 
to  return  no  more  to  Jamaica  to  give  the  Jew  any  account  of 
his  merchandise. 

From  Carthagena,  (when  I  had  fold  all  my  goods)  I  went 
paffenger  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  Prince  William,  captain  Mead, 
and  when  he  came  back  to  England,  X  came  with  him,  and 
took  up  my  quarters  in  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Bullard,  at 
Chatham.  He  happened  to  have  a  brother  many  years  abroad, 
and  he  took  a  fancy  in  his  head  that  1  was  like  his  brother, 
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and  the  more  he  converfed  with  me,  the  more  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  muft  be  fo.  He  afked  me  if  my  name  was  not 
really  Bullard?  I  told  him  no;  but  finding  he  was  very  wil¬ 
ling  to  think  me  miftaken,  and  imagining  I  might  get  fonie- 
thing  by  falling  in  with  him,  I  humoured  him,  and  confented 
to  be  his  own  brother.  (He  had  two  fitters,  who  have  been 
with  me  here  in  the  prefs-yard  fince  my  confinement-,  and 
were  very  forry  for  their  brother’s  misfortunes.)  While  I  w;-s 
at  his  houfe,  I  always  faw  the  poor  man  in  a  pucker  when 
there  was  any  difficul  y  about  my  being  his  brother,  fo  I  own¬ 
ed  1  was,  becaufe  I  thought  I  might  as  well  live  with  him  at 

free  coft,  as  pay  for  what  I  had, — and  he  kept  a  very  good 

public  houfe, —  fo  aft  r  we  had  agreed  to  be  brothers,  he  told 
me  of  two  fitters  he  had  at  Sittingbourn  in  Kent,  and  he  would 
have  me  go  with  him  to  fee  them.  I  told  him  I  ftioulcj  be 

very  glad  to  fee  my  fitters,  ^and  I  went  with  him  ;  but  when 

I  came  there  they  did  not  Know  me,  nor  I  them.  But  my  bro¬ 
ther  made  them  know  me,  — the  loft  iheep  was  found,  and 
great  rejoicing  was  made. — The  cow  and  the  hay-ftack  were 
met,  tho’  they  never  (I  am  lure)  faw  me  before  in  their 
lives. 

Af  ter  we  had  been  Had  to  fee  one  another  a  whole  week, 
my  brother’s  bufinefs  called  him  to  Chatham,  but  my  two 
fitters  were  not  willing  to  part  with  their  new  brother  fo  foon. 

I  was  left  there,  and  one  day  my  fitters  and  I  fitting  together, 
and  talking  about  family  affairs,  they  told  me  my  mother 
loved  me  dearly,  and  at  her  death  had  left  me  2ol.  and  the 
mare  file  ufed  to  ride  on.  I  was  glad  to  hear  that,  and  irf 
fome  little  time  I  got  the  money  and  the  rnare  into  my 
cuttody. 

While  I  was  at  my  fitters,  I  took  notice  o  two  young  wo¬ 
men  who  ufed  to  come  to  the  houfe ;  Ann  and  Sarah  Knold- 
ing.  By  attending  to  the  converfation  that  patted  between 
them  and  my  fitters,  I  found  their  friends  were  dead,  and 
that  Nanny  was  left  guardian  over  Sarah.  I  foon  got  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Nanny,  and  promifed  her  marriage,  and  ttiefo 
far  approved  of  my  pretenfions,  that  (lie  entrufted  me  with  all 
her  moneys  bonds,  writings,  and  the  deeds  of  her  eftate ; 
when  I  had  got  all  into  'my  cuttody,  I  left  my  lifters  and  went  to 
Chatham,  and  mortgaged  the  eftate  for  fix  years,  getting  300b 
upon  the  mortgage.  Then  I  went  immediately  to  Gravefend, 
and  (hipped  myfelf  on  board  with  captain  Bidder,  for 
Venice. 

At  Venice  I  took  a  houfe  and  lived  there  a  twelvemonth  ; 
then  money  growing  fhort,  X  was  obliged  to  fell  all  off,  and 
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from  thence  I  went  to  Ancona,  where  I  lived  fifteen  months; 
at  which  time  captain  Benjamin  Hartley  came  thither  loaded 
with  pilchards.  From  Ancona  he  made  a  voyage  up  to 
Turkey,  and  returned  to  Ancona  again.  Now  he  wanted  a 
carpenter  on  board,  and  I  was  deffituteof  bufinefs,  and  could 
fray  no  longer  afhore,  fo  I  (unhappily  for  me)  was  obliged  to 
{hip  myfelf  on  board  with  him  for  Turkey. 

We  proceeded  on  our  voyage,  and  got  to  Turkey  in  Au- 
guff,  1735.  There  we  took  in  a  lading  of  corn,  and  from 
thence  were  configned  to  Leghorn  ;  but  the  firft  night  we 
were  in  our  paflage  from  thence.  Coyle  the  chief  mate  came 
to  me  upon  deck,  and  afked  me  whether  I  would  be  concern¬ 
ed  with  hinh  or  not  ?  I  told  him  he  mu  ft  firft  let  me  into  the 
fecret,  and  then  I  would  give  him  an  anfwer.  He  told  me 
*twas  pity  to  lofe  fuch  an  opportunity  of  making  ourfelves, 
and  that  we  might  do  it  with  very  little  trouble  :  I  told  him 
I  would  have  no  hand  in  it,— but  by  his  long  perfuafions* 
and  the  temptation  of  getting  very  rich  in  a  very  little  time, 
I  corifented  to  his  devilifh  defign,  and  for  which  ImufHufFer; 
but  repentance  is  now  too  late  for  me,  it  card t  recall  the 
thing. 

But,  according  to  the  fcheme  we  had  laid,  we  furprized 
the  captain  in  his  .cabbin  between  12  and  1  o'clock  at  night. 
He  got  from  us  and  run  upon  deck,  and  up  the  fore  (hrouds. 
Caleb  Larfon  and  I  went  up  after  him,  but,  when  he  faw  us 
purfue  him,  he  run  down  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fftrouds. 
As  he  came  down,  Coyle  fnapped  a  blunderbufs  at  him,  but 
it  miffed  fire ;  upon  which  the  captain  attacked  him,  got  the 
blunderbufs  from  him,  and  threw  it  into  the  fea.  Then  Coyle 
and  the  reft  of  them  got  hold  of  him,  and  toiled  him  over  the 
(hip’s  fide.  As  he  fell,  he  got  hold  of  the  main-tack,  as  it 
bung  by  the  main  fhrouds. 

Before  1  could  get  down,  Coyle  took  up  a  hen  trough,  and 
gave  him  as  he  hung  three  or  four  blows  over  the  head  with  it, 
which  only  ffunned  him  a  little.  When  I  came  down,  I  un¬ 
happily  faw  my  axe  lying  in  the  long  boat ;  1  got  it,  and  gave 
him  a  blow  or  two  on  the  head,  and  with  thofe  blows  he  fell 
into  the  water,  and  was  no  more  feen. 

After  the  captain  was  gone,  Coyle  took  upon  him  to  be 
captain,  and  I  was  mate  $  we  made  dire&ly  to  the  ifiand  of 
Malta.,  and  our  (hip  being  leaky,  we  agreed  to  put  pn  there ; 
but  the  boys  not  being  willing  we  fiiould  do  fo,  we  did  not  go 
in,  but  agreed  to  go  to  Majorca.  When  we  had  got  as  far 
as  Cape  Bona  in  Barbary,  the  wind  proved  very  fouI3  and  we 

were 
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were  obliged  to  bring  the  fhtp  to,  for  feveral  days-.,  The 
2101m  continuing,  and  our  fhip  growing  more  leaky,  we  were 
obliged  to  look  out  for  a  harbour.  After  fome  confultation, 
we  were  refolved  to  make  fail  for  Foviniano,  an  illand  be¬ 
longing  to  the  king  of  Spain,  When  we  arrived  there,  we 
went  a-fhore  for  water  and  frefh  provifions,  but  as  we  came 
from  I  urkey,  and  had  no  letters  of  health,  we  could  not  get 
wnat  we  wanted,  nor  could  we  get  away  prefently  with  our 
fhip,  the  wind  blew  fo  hard. 

VVe  kept  watch  o’nights  by  turns ;  Coyle  and  I  watched 
with  one  of  the  boys  ;  Larfon  and  Davifon  watched  with  the 
other  two.  In  their  watch,  they  unhappily  fell  fall  afleep, 
and  the  boys  finding  all  quiet,  hauled  up  the  boat,  and  got 
into  it 3  when  they  had  rowed  themfelves  to  fhore,  they  ac¬ 
quainted  the  governor  with  what  had  pafTed  on  board. 

Larfon  was  the  fir  ft  that  awaked,  he  called  for  the  boys 
that  were  in  his  watch,  but,  having  no  anfwer,  he  came  down 
to  me  in  a  terrible  furprize,  and  told  me  all  the  boys  were 
gone,  and  that  they  had  carried  away  one  of  our  boats.  I 
ffarted  up,  and  run  upon  deck,  where,  finding  what  he  faid 
to  be  true,  I  told  them  ’twas  time  for  us  to  be  gone,  fince 
they  had  let  the  boys  efcape  3  fo  I  ordered  them  to  haul  up 
the  Jong  boat  immediately,  and  throw  mails,  fails,  and  what 
neceflaries  we  could  get  into  her.  When  this  was  done,  we 
all  took  to  the  boat,  intending  to  make  off. 

The  governor,  upon  the  boys  information,  had  fent  down  a 
company  of  foldiers  to  take  care  of  the  {hip,  and  prevent  our 
efcaping,  but  it  being  very  dark,  tho5  we  were  not  20  yards 
from  the  fhore  where  they  were  ail  drawn  up,  yet  they  could 
not  fee  what  we  were  doing  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  heard  the 
dapping  of  our  oars,  they  let  %  all  their  mufkets  among  us; 
as  providence  would  have  it,  they  wounded  none  of  us,  and 
before  they  could  load  again,  we  got  out  of  the  bay  into 
the  open  fea 3  then  we  fet  up  our  fail,  and  made  for  Tunis  in 
Barbary. 

Before  we  arrived  at  Tunis,  we  touched  at  a  fmall  ifland 
called  Maritimo  3  here  we  went  a-fhore,  and  ftaid  fome  lit— 
tie  time  to  refrefh  ourfelves,  We  diverted  ourfelves  here 
with  killing  rabbits 3  for  tho’  tis  a  very  fmall  barren  rock,  yet 
it  aoounds  fo  wonderfully  with  rabbits,  that  the  ground  is  per¬ 
fectly  covered  wuh  their  dung,  and  a  man  may  eafily  kill  a 
thoufand  in  a  day. 

When  we  were  weary  of  flaying  here,  we  went  to  a 
place  about  12  miles  from  Tunis,  where  I  was  taken  and 

carried 
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carried  before  the  governor.  He  examined  me,  and  afke'd 
me  from  whence  I  came  ?  I  fold  him  I  was  mailer  of  a  veffel, 
and  was  forced  ihto  that  place  by  diftrefs  of  weather  in  my 
long  boat,  having  loft  my  fhip  and  cargo  off  the  ifland  of 
Sardinia.  He  pitied  us  on  account  of  our  ftory,  and  made 
very  much  of  us,  recommending  us  to  an  Italian  houfe,  where 
we  might  lodge,  till  he  had  fent  a  letter  to  the  Engiifh  conful 
at  Tunis,  to  acquaint  him  that  there  were  fome  Englifhmen 
arrived  in  diftrefs.  _ 

When  I  had  been  at  this  place  about  a  fortnight,  I  fold  the 
longboat,  and  all  that  belonged  to  her,  and  the  money  I 
Ihared  amongft  them ;  then  I  went  up  to  Tunis,  and  was  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  Enghfti  conful. 

I  told  him  the  fame  ftory,  I  had  told  the  governor  of 
the  place  I  came  from ;  upon  which  he  ordered  me  to  make 
a  formal  proteft,  as  well  for  the  good  of  the  merchants 
who  were  concerned  in  the  fhip  and  cargo,  as  for  our  owfi 


When  we  had  done  fo,  he  told  rre  he  would  ferve  me 
in  any  thing  I  had  occafion  for ;  fo  I  drew  a  bill  upon  a  man 
at  Leghorn,  for  fifty  chequins,  and  fupplied  my  companions 
with  money. 

While  we  were  here,  one  of  our  men  turned  Turk,  and 
the  other  Jew;  as  for  Coyle,  he  got  eternally  diunk  with  the 
money  I  gave  him,  and  made  Inch  a  beaft  of  himfelf,  that  he 
betrayed  himfelf  in  his  cups,  and  would  certainly  have  betrayed 
me  like  wife  on  the  fpot,  but  I  happened  to  hear  his  conven¬ 
tion,  and,  as  God  ordered  it,  there  was  a  ftiip  in  the  bay  juft: 
i?,oing  off  for  Tripoly,  on  which  1  went  a-board  ,  and  was  no 
fooner  got  out  of  Tunis  bay,  but  Coyle  was  taken  up,  and  I 
was  hunted  after,  but  was  out  of  all  reach. 

Coyle  was  fent  from  Tunis  to  Gibraltar,  and  from  thence 
to  England,  where  he  was  tried  lor  this  fadt  laft  year,  and 
was  convicted  and  hanged  at  Execution  Dockland  afterwards 
in  chains. 

As  for  my  part,  I  got  fafe  to  Tripoly,  and  got  twenty 
pounds  there,  by  drawing  a  bill  upon  another  man  at  Leghorn  ; 
then  I  took  a  paffage  to  the  iftand  of  Malta,  where  I  lay  in 
quarantine  twenty  days;  then  I  went  on  fiiore,  and  got  me 
fome  cloatbs  and  other  neceftaries. 

Then  I  departed  from  Malta  in  a  Maltefe  galley  for  Sara- 
goffa,  in  the  ifland  of  Sicily,  and  from  thence  I  fatally  went 
to  Meffina,  where  I  was  feen  and  known,  by  a  gentleman 

that 
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that  bad  lived  at  Ancona,  and  remembered  my  {hipping  my- 
f elf  capt.  Hartley’s  carpenter. 

He  (having  heard  of  the  murder)  went  dire&ly  to  the 
Englifh  conful,  and  told  him  who  I  was,  upon  which  I 
was  arrefted,  and  kept  in  goal  in  Mefiina,  about  nine 
months. 

During  my  confinement  at  Medina,  I  wrote  a  petition  to 
Don  Carlos,  at  Naples,  praying  his  orders  for  my  releafe,  and 
fetting  forth  that  I  was  a  fervant  of  his  father. 

He  fent  orders  to  the  governor  of  Medina,  to  fet  me  at  li¬ 
berty,  and  to  convey  me  away  from  Medina,  and  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  conful. 

Which  they  accordingly  did,  and  I  was  fent  to  Rome.  I 
continued  live  months  there,  and  then  I  came  down  to  Civita 
Vecchia,  thinking  as  I  had  turned  Catholick,  I  fhould  get 
fome  employment  in  the  Pope’s  gallies. 

While  I  was  at  Civita  Vecchia,  I  unluckily  fell  into  the  hands 
of  captain  Peter  Blomet,  who  invited  me  on  board  his  fhip, 
with  fome  other  officers. 

As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  he  /hewed  me  a  letter,  in 
which  I  was  defcribed,  and  taxed  me  with  the  murder  of 
captain  Hartley;  I  denied  it,  but  it  would  not  avail,  he 
called  down  hands  to  his  affiftance,  and  fecured  me  in  irons  ; 
then  he  fent  me  to  Leghorn,  from  thence  I  was  carried 
to  Lifbon,  and  put  on  board  the  Durfley  Galley  man  of 
war,  where  I  was  kept  three  months,  and  then  was  put  on 
board  the  Prince  Frederick  packet  boat,  and  brought  to 
Falmouth;  from  Falmouth  I  was  carried  to  London,  and 
clapped  up  in  the  Marfhalfea,  and  from  thence  w?as  brought 
to  this  place,  in  order  to  take  my  trial,  and,  being  convidfed, 
muff  now  very  fpeedily  fufFer  death,  as  a  due  punifhment 
for  my  wicked  life. 

/ 

Newgate  Cells,  Jan.  John  Richardson. 

24,  1737-8. 
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A  Copy  of  a  LETTER,  wrote  by  the  PRI¬ 
SONER. 

To  Mrs.  Jane  Richardson,  in  Soho-Square. 

Dear  Sifter, 

TAM  forry  to  find  that  your  love  is  ftill  fo  cold  to  me;  but 
*  I  flattered  myfelf  that  my  long  abfence  might  have  turned 
your  heart,  and  have  given  you  fome  little  defire  to  have  feen 
me ;  but  I  find  to  the  contrary,  and  that  you  are  neither  de- 
firous  of  feeing  me,  nor  willing  to  relieve  me. 

Had  you  a£ted  like  a  fifter,  you  would  have  taken  fome 
companion  on  me  under  my  misfortunes,  before  I  leave  you 
and  the  world,  which  mu  ft  be  on  Wednefday  next ;  but,  in- 
ftead  of  meeting  with  compaffion  from  you,  you  defpife  me 
under  my  calamities,  and  was  fo  ungenerous  as  to  fend  me  but 
one  poor  {hilling  out  of  the  2d.  you  received,  and  which  you 
know  belongs  to  me.  ‘ 

Your  ungenerous,  and  ungrateful  fpirit,  I  hope  will  meet 
with  its  due  reward.  Had  I  troubled  you  when  I  firft  came 
to  England,  for  any  afliftance,  you  might  have  had  room  to 
have  put  me  off  with  one  poor  {hilling  now,  I  hope  your 
twenty  pounds  will  melt  and  wafte  from  you,  like  fnow  a- 
gainft  the  fun. 

If  you  have  any  inclination  to  fee  me  before  I  die  and  leave 
the  world,  I  ftiould  be  very  glad  to  fee  you ;  but  if  you  have 
pot,  I  conclude  in  my  hearty  willies,  that  you  may  meet 
with  all  the  unhappinefs  that  can  attend  a  woman. 

Cells  in  Newgate,  John  Richardson, 

Jan.  23,  1737-8. 

He  was  executed  at  Execution  Dock,  on  Wednefday,  the 
25th  of  Jan.  1738. 


EDWARD 
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EDWARD  JOHNSON,  NICHOLAS  WILLIAMS, 
LAWRENCE  SENETT,  NICHOLAS  WOLF, 
PIERCE  BUTLER,  and  JOHN  BRYAN,  otherwife 
O’BRYAN,  for  the  Murder  of  Captain  Benjamin 
Hawes,  September  7,  1736,  tried  at  a  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  held  at  Juftice-Hall,  in  the  Old-Bailey,  Feb-  24, 

1 7  3  7  • 

} 

Clerk  of  Arraigns . 

1 

F  DWARD  JOHNSON,  late  of  London,  mariner; 
*  Nicholas  Williams,  late  of -the  fame  place,  mariner; 
Lawrence  Senett,  late  of  the  fame,  mariner;  Nicholas  Wolf, 
late  of  the  fame,  mariner ;  Fierce  Butler,  late  of  the  fame, 
mariner,  and  John  Bryan,  otherwife  O'Bryan,  late  of  the 
lame,  mariner  ;  you  lland  indicted,  for  that  you,  not  having 
God  before  your  "eyes,  but  being  moved  by  the  InRigation  of 
the  devil,  on  the  7th  of  September,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his 
majeRv’s  reign,  you,  the  Laid  Edward  Johnfon,  Nicholas 
Williams,  Lawrence  Senett,  Nicholas  Wolf,  Pierce  Butler, 
and  John  Bryan,  otherwife  O’Bryan,  then  being  mariners  of, 
and  in  a  certain  (hip,  called  the  Dove  brigantine,  of  which 
one  Benjamin  Hawes,  a  fubjeft  of  our  lord  the  king,  was 
mafter $  with  force  and  arms,  on  the  high  Teas,  and  within 
the  jurifdiHion  of  the  admiralty  of  England,  about  half  a 
league  diflant  from  Leghorn,  in  Italy^,  in  parts  beyond  the 
feas,  and  upon  the  faid  Benjamin  Hawes,  then  being  mailer 
as  aforefaid,  in  the  peace  of  God,  and  in  the  faid  fhip,  felo- 
nioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  your  malice  afore-thought,  did  make 
an  a  (Fault,  and  that  you,  Edward  Johnfon,  with  a  certain 
knife,  made  of  iron  and  Reel,  which  you  then  and  there  held 
in  your  right  hand,  in  and  upon  the  left  part  of  the  breaR  of 
the  faid  Benjamin  Hawes,  near  the  left  pap,  then  and  there 
on  the  high  feas,  and  within  the  jurifdiclion  aforefaid,  felo- 
nioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  your  malice  aforethought,  did  Rrike 
and  Rab,  giving  to  him  then  and  there  on  the  high  feas,  and 
within  the  jurifdiclion  aforefaid,  on  the  left  part  of  the  breaR, 
and  near  the  right  pap  as  aforefaid,  a  mortal  wound,  or  the 
length  of  one  inch,  and  the  depth  of  three  inches,  of  which 
mortal  wound,  then  and  there  on  the  high  feas,  and  within 
the  jurifdidtion  aforefaid,  he  inflantly  died. 

My  lords,  and  you  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  the  matter 
IQ  Rr  for 
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for  your  confideration  will  lie  in  a  narrow  compafs,  io  I 
{ball  take  up  no  more  of  your  time,  but  fhall  only  call  our 
wkneffes. 


Richard  Walker  was  called  and  j worn , 

-  i  - 

Council .  Do  you  know  the  vefiel  called  the  Dove  bri» 
gantine  ? 

Walker ,  Yes,  I  belonged  to  her  nine  years  ;  Benjamin 
Hawes  was  matter. 

Council ,  When  did  you  go  from  England  in  her  Eft  ? 

Walker ,  About  fix  years  ago  ;  we  went  from  Harwich  and 
Falmouth  :  I  was  the  captain’s  apprentice,  and  was  to  g© 
with  him  all  his  voyage  for  a  certain  term  of  years. 

Council .  Where  was  you  in  June  laft  ? 

Walker ,  At  Leghorn. 

Council,  Who  had  you  on  board  at  that  time? 

Walker ,  Williams  was  mate,  and  Johnfon  was  a  mariner, 
Senett  was  a  mariner  likewife,  and  one  Derrick,  #  Dutch* 
man*  was  a  mariner  too. 

Council,  Had  you  no  one  elfe  on  board  ? 

Walker .  Yes,  we  had  one  O’Mara,  a  paflenger,  on  board, 
and  none  elfe,  but  the  captain  and  myfelf. 

Council.  W  hen  was  you  to  fail  from  Leghorn  ? 

Walker,  We  were  to  fail  from  thence  the  feventh  of 
September, 

Council,  Were  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  at  the  bar  on 
board  ? 

Walker,  I  did  not  fee  them  then.  The  matter  gave 
directions  on  the  yth  of  September,  that  as  foon  as  the  wind 
came  off”  the  land,  they  fhould  heave  the  anchor ;  and  then 
he  went  down  into  his  own  cabin,  and  went  to  fleep,  and  I 
went  and  lay  down  on  the  quarter  deck,  over  his  head,  and 
went  to  fleep  likewife. 

Council.  W'hat  followed  upon  that? 

Walker,  I  heard  a  fhrieking  and  groaning,  which  Vak’d 
me. 

Council,  What  time  o’night  was  this  ? 

Walker,  I  believe  it  was  about  half  an  hour  paft  ten  when 
I  heard  it. 

Council .  What  fort  of  noife  was  it  ? 

Walker.  Like  the  groans  of  a  dying  man.  I  could  not 
tell  what  it  was  ;  fo  1  got  up,  and  was  coming  round  the 
companion,  and  I  met  johnfon  with  a  knife  in  his  hand,  and 

2  his 
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his  right  hand  was  all  bloody.  I  afked  him  why  he  was  bloody, 
and  went  down  directly  to  lee  what  was  the  matter.  I  called 
Williams  three  times  by  name,  and  he  afked  me,  what  was 
the  matter  ?  I  afked  him  if  he  was  hurt  ?  He  faid,  No.  I 
delired  he  would  let  me  look  at  him ;  he  faid,  may  be  the 
captain  is  dreaming. 

Council,  Were  they  heaving  the  anchor  at  this  time  ? 

IVulker,  Yes;  Senett  had  put  a  handfpike  into  the  wind- 
lafs  on  the  fide,  and  the  Dutchman  had  another  in  the  other 
fide,  and  Johnfon  was  carting  off  the  rtopper,  in  order  to 
heave  up  the  cable.  Senett  faid  to  Williams,  fhall  we  heave 

up  the  anchor?  Aye,  fays  he,  with  all  my  heart,  boys.* - 

Turn  to,  lads ;  heave  it  up  with  all  my  heart. 

Council.  What  did  you  fay  to  them? 

Walker.  I  faid,  what  rtgnifies  heaving  the  anchor,  when 
the  veffel  won’t  work:  Williams  faid,  the  captain  had  or¬ 
dered  it  ;  and  I  faid,  then  I  will  go  down  for  my  fhoes :  I 
had  locked  the  cabin  door,  (fmgle  locked  it)  when  the  cap¬ 
tain  went  to  rteep,  and  1  left  the  key  in  the  door ;  when  I 
fet  the  door  open,  I  was  affrighted  at  what  I  faw. 

Council.  What  did  you  fee  ? 

Walker.  I  faw  the  captain  half  on  the  bed  and  half  off,  all 
bloody,  and  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  dead. 

Council.  What  did  you  do  upon  this  ? 

Walker .  I  went  upon  deck,  and  met  Williams,  and  I 
faid,  Mr.  Williams,  the  captain  is  dead  ;  who  has  killed 
him  ? 

Council.  What  anfwer  did  he  make? 

Walker .  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me,  fays  he,  I  cannot 
tell.  I  delired  him  to  take  Johnfon,  and  lafh  him  to  the 
ring  bolts,  and  carry  him  a  fhore  in  the  morning,  tor 
fays  I,  I  faw  him  coming  up  the  companion  ladder,  ^11 
bloody. 

Council.  What  anfwer  did  Williams  make  ? 

Walker .  None  at  all,  but  only  went  forwards  to  Johnfon, 
and  I  followed  him  :  then  Johnfon  took  hold  of  me,  and  faid, 
G — d  d — n  you,  I  will  kill  you  too. 

Council.  Repeat  that  again. 

Walker.  Johnfon,  when  he  took  hold  of  me,  faid,  G~d 
d — n  you,  you  dog,  I  will  kill  you  too,  and  he  rtruggled 
with  me,  and  tried  to  take  out  his  knife  ;  but  I  gave  him  a 
blow  on  the  arm,  and  he  let  me  go;  then  I  jumped  over¬ 
board,  and  as  I  was  going  off,  Johnfon  cried,  D— n  the  dog, 
kill  him,  kill  him,  don’t  let  him  go  ;  and  one  of  them  ftruck  a 
knife  after  me  into  the  water,  and  it  rtruck  upon  my  buttock. 

R  r  2  Council \ 


304  EDWARD  JOHNSON,  OV.  for  Murder, 

Council .  Was  Williams  upon  deck  at  the  fame  time  ? 

Walker.  Yes,  but  I  did  not  fee  him  do  any  thing  ;  the 
knife  that  was  thrown  after  me,  cut  my  trowfers,  but  not 

my  flefh. 

Council .  What  followed  upon  your  jumping  into  the 

fea  ? 

Walker.  They  got  into  the  boat,  and  rowed  after  me  ; 
Jehnfon  was  one  who  rowed  after  me;  but  I  did  not  mind 
who  the  others  were ;  I  Twain,  and  they  followed  me  ;  but  I 
got  to  an  Italian  Settee,  and  I  beg  ed  of  them  for  God’s 
fake,  to  make  them  keep  off  for  they  had  killed  my  m after, 
and  wanted*  to  kill  me.  They  afked  me  who  the  boat  be¬ 
longed  to  ?  I  told  them  :  then  they  haled  the  boa:,  and  John¬ 
son  cried  Hallo  !  then  the  people  in  the  Settee  fired  upon 
them,  and  they  then  gave  over  the  purfuit,  and  returned  to 
thefhip. 

Council .  Did  you  fee  the  £hip  make  any  fail  after 

this  ? 

Walker.  Yes,  I  faw  the  ft  ip  go. 

Council.  Which  way  did  file  go  ? 

Walker .  From  the  land. 

Council.  So  the  Italians  took  you  on  board  ? 

Walker.  Yes,  they  threw  out  a  rope  and  pulled  me  up, 
and  examined  me  :  I  would  have  had  them  put  off,  but  they 
were  afraid  of  being  killed  themfelves  ;  fo  they  guarded  me 
into  the  mole,  put  me  on  board  a  fhip,  and  prefently  there 
came  boats  manned  and  armed  from  other  fliips,  which  went 
after ’them  and  took  the  n  :  I  came  home  with  them,  but  ne¬ 
ver  had  any  converfation  with  them. 

Council.  You  fay,  you  acquainted  Williams  with  your 
feeing  Johnfon  coming  up  the  companion  ladder  ? 

Walker .  Yes. 

Council.  Did  he  make  any  anfwer  to  you  ? 

Walker.  No,  not  at  all \  but  went  dire&ly  up  to  John¬ 
fon. 

Council.  Did  he  offer  to  feize  Johnfon  ? 

Walker .  No. 

Council.  Was  there  any  body  could  have  helped  him  to 
have  feized  Johnfon  ? 

Walker.  Yes,  Senett,  and  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  ;  but 
they  none  of  them  offered  to  feize  him.  Johnfon  feized  me 
with  one  hand,  and  with  the  other  hand  he  felt  in  his  pocket 

for  his  knife,  and  cried,  Aye,  G — d  d~ - -n  you,  I’ll  kill 

you  too  5  but  I  ftruck  him  a  blow  on  the  arm,  which  made 
Mira  let  go,  and  I  jumped  over-board,  and  he  cried,  Kill  the 

dog5 
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dog,  don’t  let  him  jump  over-board  ;  but  I  fwam  away  from 
them  about  eight  hundred  yards. 

Council.  What  place  was  the  fhip  bound  for,  when  the 
captain  was  killed  ? 

Walker.  For  Medina. 

Council.  What  courfe  did  the  fhip  make  after  they  were 
difcovered  ? 

Walker .  They  fleered  right  off  the  land. 

Council.  Was  that  towards  Medina  ? 

Walker.  No. 

Council.  What  fhn  took  you  in  ? 

Walker.  I  fwam  firft  to  an  Italian  Settee,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  taken  on  board  the  Levant,  Capt.  Floyd. 

Council.  W7hat  did  you  obferve  the  other  prifoners  do? 

Walker.  I  was  fo  much  affrighted,  that  I  did  not  mind 
what  they  were  doing. 

Did  you  fee  Wolf  there  ? 

Walker.  No,  I  cannot  fay  whether  he  was  in  the  fhip  at 
the  fame  time  or  not. 

What  was  Senett  doing  ? 

Walker.  I  did  not  fee  him  after  the  captain  was  killed: 
he  was  weighing  anchor  before  I  found  him  killed. 

Council.  When  they  were  weighing  anchor,  was  there  a 
proper  wind  to  go  on  the  voyage? 

Walker.  No,  there  was  not. 

Council.  After  you  came  on  fhore,  and  made  the  difcovery, 
did  you  go  on  board  again  ? 

Walker .  Yes,  when  the  fhip  was  brought  to  I  did  ;  when 
they  .were  made  prifoners. 

Council.  Did  you  fee  the  body  of  the  captain  after  his 
death  ? 

Walker.  Yes,  there  was  a  wound  three  inches  and  three 
quarters  long,  a  thwart  his  bread  :  there  was  two  wounds, 
but  I  put  my  hand  into  the  larged,  and  the  furgeon  meafured 
it  :  it  was  a  long  wound,  and  it  went  quite  through  his  back, 
and  was  an  inch  and  an  half  wide  there  :  the  great  wound 
went  from  his  bread  quite  through  his  body,  and  through  his 
back  ;  but  there  was  another  fmaller  wound  here,  in  this 
place,  (pointing  to  his  own  ribs  ) 

Council.  You  faib,  you  faw  Senett,  Williams,  and  John- 
fon ;  was  that  after  you  heard  the  groaning  of  the  cap¬ 
tain  ? 

Walker.  Yes. 

j^F  How  long  was  it  after  the  fa£t  was  committed  that  the 
fhip  was  brought  in  ? 

'  *  Walker. 
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Walker ,  It  was  brought  in  about  three  hours  after,  by  Se¬ 
veral  Englifh  boats  which  were  in  the  harbour,  and  then  the 
prifoners  were  taken  out  of  her,  and  two  of  them  were  put 
on  board  one  fliip,  and  two  on  board  another  :  they  were 
distributed  on  board  other  fhips.  Wolf  was  brought  home 
with  me  in  the  Dolphin  man  of  war. 

4>.  What  Shaped  knife  was  it  that  Johnfon  had  in  his 

hand  ?  . 

Walker .  A  French  claSp  knife,  about  eleven  inches  Jong, 
handle  and  all,  with  a  Sharp  point  5  the  blade  towards  the 
bottom,  was  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  broad,  and  about 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  at  the  point :  the  handle  was  longer  than 

the  blade. 

Council.  Do  you  think  the  wound  could  be  made  with  that 
knife  ? 

Walker .  Yes  i  t  m  i gh  t . 

Council .  You  Say  you  faw  his  hands  bloody  ? 

Walker.  Yes. 

Council.  Was  the  knife  bloody  ? 

Walker.  I  did  not  obferve  that ;  when  I  faw  him,  he 
was  Shutting  it,  with  both  his  hands,  and  i  faw  his  right 
hand  bloody*  The  knife  was  found  next  morning  in  the 
boat  they  rowed  after  me,  and  in  the  hollow  of  the  handle 
was  all  greafy  and  bloody,  and  there  were  hairs  flicking 
in  it* 

Council .  What  fized  man  was  the  captain  ? 

Walker.  A  flout,  lufly,  fat  man. 

Council.  Do  you  believe  the  knife  you  faw  in  the  boat, 
was  the  fame  you  faw  in  Johnfon’s  hands  ? 

Walker.  Yes,  I  am  fure  it  was  the  fame. 

Jury.  We  afk,  whether  he  knows  how  the  knife  came 
into  the  boat,  becaufe  he  has  mentioned  a  knife  being  thrown 
after  him  into  the  fea. 

Walker.  It  was  not  the  knife  that  I  faw  in  his  hand, 
that  was  thrown  after  me,  but  another.  Johnfon  s  clafp- 
Icnife  was  found  in  the  boat,  three  or  four  hours  after  it  was 
brought  in  with  the  (hip.  I  did  not  fee  it  in  the  boat  when 
it  firft  came  in. 

Council  So  you  fay  this  knife  was  found  in  the  lame  boat 
that  johnfon  was  rowing  in  after  you? 

Walker.  Yes,  Sir. 

Council.  What  fhape  was  the  handle  of  the  knife  ? 

Walker.  At  the  bottom  of  the  handle  it  was  roundifh  $ 
at  that  part  next  the  blade  it  was  Hat. 
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Council.  Do  you  think,  that,  if  a  wound  was  made 
with  the  blade,  any  part  of  the  handle  would  go  into  the 
wound  ? 

Walker.  Yes,  Sir. 

C.  Recoiled  yourfelves  *  would  any  of  you  afk  the  witnefs 
any  queftions  ? 

Johnfon ,  I  have  no  queftions  to  afk  him  ;  he  knows  no¬ 
thing  of  me,  nor  I  of  him. 

Williams.  I  would' afk  him,  whether,  as  the  wind  was 
fouth-weft,  we  did  not  fail  the  dire&  way  to  Ancona  ? 

Walker .  No  ;  it  was  a  fine,  clear,  moon-light  night,  and 
all  the  while  I  was  going  in  a  boat  from  the  Settee  to  the  fhip, 
1  had  fight  of  her,  and  fhe  was  fleering  quite  off  from  the 
land. 

How  long  was  it  before  you  got  from  your  own  £hip 
to  the  Settee  ? 

Walker.  About  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

How  long  was  it  after  you  got  into  the  Settee,  that 
you  got  into  an  Englifh  vefiel  ? 

Walker.  About  half  an  hour. 

Senett .  I  obferved  the  witnefs  faid,  I  had  a  bandfpike  in 
the  windlafs.  The  Dutchman  came  to  me  as  I  was  lying  on 
the  forecaftle,  and  he  awaked  me  :  I  got  up  and  faid  to  WiE 
liams,  are  you  going  to  heave  up  ?  No,  fays  Williams,  there 
is  no  wind.  Why,  fays  I,  the  Dutchman  has  awaked  me  to 
heave  up  ;  then,  fays  Williams,  you  may  go  to  fleep  again. 
Afk  him  about  my  behaviour  in  the  fliip. 

Walker.  He  obeyed  command  in  the  fliip,  as  other  ma¬ 
riners  ought  to  do.  He  had  been  about  fix  weeks  on  board, 
when  this  happened  ;  and  was  taken  in  at  Leghorn. 

Council.  Call  William  O’Mara. 

William  O’Mara,  who  was  very  Jick9  vjas  called  and 

Jworn . 


Council.  Do  you  know  the  Dove  brigantine  ? 

O'  Mara.  Yes,  I  did,  Sir. 

Council.  What  time  did  you  come  on  board  ? 

O'  Mara.  Some  time  in  Augufl,  1736,  I  don’t  remember 
the  particular  day. 

Council.  Who  was  on  board  when  you  came  firft  ? 

O' Mara.  There  was  Williams,  he  was  the  chief  man  ; 
he  at  the  bar  there.  There  was  Andrew  Downing,  Lau¬ 
rence 
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rcnce  Senett  ;  I  don’t  know  that  Johnfon  was  there  :  he  be” 
longed  to  the  fhip  at  that  time,  but  was  not  concerned  in  any 
bufmefs,  in  the  wicked  enterprize  they  went  upon,  nor  W olf. 
Bryan  was.  Butler  was  not  there  at  that  time. 

Council.  Give  an  account  what  palled  the  feventh  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  after  that  Auguft  you  fpeak  of,  with  relation  to  the 
captain’s  coming  on  board,  and  ordering  the  fhip  to  be  put 
under  fail,  tell  what  palled  that  night. 

O'  Mara.  I  was  alleep  in  the  mate’s  cabin,  and  Wolf  with 
me.  About  eleven  or  twelve,  I  heard  a  great  groan  in  the 
captain’s  cabin  ;  I  Hid,  Oh  !  dear  Wolf,  what  is  the  matter  ? 

G — d  d - n  thee,  fays  he,  can’ll  not  fleep,  and,  in  about 

three  minutes  time.  Walker  went  down.  I  heard  the  gufnes 
of  blood  run  from  the  orifices,  as  if  a  bung-hole  had  been 
made  in  his  body. 

Council.  How  near  did  you  lie  to  the  captain  ? 

O'  Mara.  I  lay  in  the  larboard-fide  of  the  fhip,  and  the 
captain’s  cabin  was  juft  at  my  head,  and  nothing  between  us, 
but  a  flight  partition.  He  lay  more  in  the  center  of  the  fhip1 
than  1  did. 

Council.  When  you  heard  the  groans,  and  the  gulhing  out 
of  the  blood,  what  did  you  do? 

O'  Mara.  Nothing  in  the  world  ;  but  then,  in  about  three 
minutes  after,  Walker  came  down  and  went  in,  in  his  Ihirt  5 
when  he  faw  the  captain  dead,  he  run  to  Williams,  and  laid, 
Oh!  Mr.  Williams,  the  captain’s  dead  then  I  heard  John¬ 
fon  fay,  Kill  the  dog,  kill  the  dog ;  meaning  W alker,  and 
they  had  a  joftle  together  about  half  a  minute  ;  well,  fays  -I, 
now  the  boy  is  killed,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  In  a  fhorc 
time  after  this  I  heard  fome  body  lay,  See  how  naturally  the 
dog  takes  the  water. 

Council.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  Senett,  or  Johnlon, 
.or  any  of  the  priloners  endeavouring  to  weigh  anchor  at  that 

time  ? 

O'  Mara.  I  did  not  hear  any  thing  of  that  to  my  know¬ 
ledge.  As  foon  as  the  none  begun,  they  did  not  ftav  to  get 
up  the  anchor,  for  they  cut  the  cable. 

Council .  Which  of  them  cut  the  cable  ? 

O'  Mara.  Williams  did  ;  I  was  by  at  the  fame  time,  and 

faw  him  cut  it  with  a  hatchet. 

What  was  the  reafon,  that  Williams  cut  the  cable  ? 

O' Mara.  Oh  !  the  captain  was  killed,  and  he  was  going 

captain. 

How  do  you  know  that  ? 


O' Mara, 
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O' Mara.  I  have  very  good  reafon  to  know  it.  I  myfelf 
drew  the  articles,  by  which  he  was  conftituted,  nominated, 
and  appointed  fo.  There  were  articles  drawn  twice  ;  but 
Downing  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Council  Do  you  know  of  any  combination  among  the 
pri Toners  ? 

O’ Mara.  I  do,  I  know  it  all  ;  I  was  a  party  concerned 
myfelf. 

Council.  Begin,  and  give  an  account  when  you  firft  came 
on  board,  and  what  pafled  between  you  :  what  was  the  oc- 
calion  of  your  firft  coming  on  board  ?  Who  tempted  you  on 
board  ? 

O’ Mara.  John  O’Bryan,  one  of  the  prifoners  ;  he 
brought  me  on  board,  and  told  me,  that  I  muft  go  no  more 
to  my  own  (hip,  for  forne  body  had  told  Sir  Mark  Forrefter, 
who  was  the  captain,  it  was  a  Spaniih  man  of  war,  that  I  had 
given  it  out,  that  he  was  knighted  by  a  bricklayer’s  Ton,  mean¬ 
ing  the  pretender,  and  O’Bryan  told  me,  that  he  would  hang 
me  up  when  I  went  on  board  :  this  drove  me  to  defpair,  and 
made  me  willing  to  go  any  where.  He  told  me  he  had  got  a 
birth,  and  was  going  mate  of  a  Dutch  {hip,  the  Dove  bri¬ 
gantine :  he  called  it  a  Dutch  {hip,  and  faid,  if  T  pleafed  I 
might  take  a  birth  along  with  him  ;  To  I  went  on  board  the 
Dove  with  him,  and  I  met  Mr.  Williams  in  the  firft  place, 
and  Downing  and  Laurence  Senett. 

Council .  What  difcourfe  had  you  together  ? 

O’  Mara.  They  brought  out  a  prayer-book,  and  fw  ore 
me  to  fecrecy,  and  I  fwore.  When  they  had  done  taking 
the  oath,  they  faid,  this  {Jn'p  was  richly  laden,  and  belonged 
to  Jews,  and  that  it  was  no  fin  to  carry  it  away  from  them. 
They  faid  the  {hip,  it  w^s  given  out,  belonged  to  a  Dutch¬ 
man,  but  that  was  only  a  fham  and  a  pretence,  to  get  me  intb 
their  contrivances.  They  propofed  to  go  away  with  the  {hip, 
and  fell  her  and  her  cargo  on  the  coaft  of  Portobel,  or  Ga^ 
licia,  and  every  oqe  was  to  have  an  equal  dividend. 

Council .  Who  made  the  proportion  ? 

O’ Mara.  All  ;  they  all  joined,  Williams,  Senett,  O’Bryan, 
and  Downing.  I  agreed  with  them  iq  it,  and  we  went  afhore 
directly,  and  called  Butler,  and  we  drew  up  the  articles 
at  a  public-houfe,  the  fign  of  the  Ship  and  Mermaid  at  Leg¬ 
horn. 

Council.  Who  drew  up  the  articles  ? 

O’ Mara.  I  did,  and  we  all  figned  them.  Williamf 
figned  firff. 

Council .  Wfiat  was  the  fubftance  of  the  articles  ? 

J9  S  f  P’  Mar  Gy 
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O' Mara.  The  fubftance  was,  that  Williams  fhould  be 
captain  ;  O’Bryan,  mate  ;  Senett  was  to  be  boatfwain,  and 
Downing  was  to  be  fecond  mate  ;  there  was  fomething  to  be 
for  every  one ;  every  one  was  to  have  a  poft,  and  fo  they 
gave  me  the  name  of  do£lor. 

Council.  What  followed  upon  tins  ? 

O'  Mara.  When  we  had  figned  the  articles,  Williams  and 
Senett  went  on  board  again  j  Downing,  Butler,  Bryan,  and 
I,  ftaid  on  fhore. 

Council.  What  office  was  Butler  to  have  ?  You  have  not 
mentioned  his  pofl. 

O' Mara.  I  had  forgot  him  :  he  was  to  be  fupercargo. 

C ouy  cil.  Well,  and  what  did  you  all  do  on  fhore  ? 

O' Mara.  Why,  that  night  we  drunk  upon  the  ffrength  of 
what  Williams  gave  us. 

Council.  What  did  he  leave  you  to  fpend  ? 

O  Mara.  A  chequin. 

Council.  When  did  you  fee  them  again? 

O'  Mara.  About  two  days  after,  Downing,  Butler,  and 
I,  fent  aboard  for  Williams  and  Senett  to  come  afhore  to 
us,  and  we  p-retended  that  we  had  other  men  who  would 
join  with  us  in  the  bufinefs.  This  we  did  to  get  the 
paper  out  of  Williams’s  hands,  for  he  took  it  when  we  had 
figned  if. 

Council.  Repeat  again  the  names  of  the  perfons  that 
figned,  and  the  order  in  which  they  figned. 

O' Mara.  Williams  figned  firft,  as  captam  ;  O’Bryan, 
as  mate,  fecond  ;  Pierce  Butler,  third,  as  fupercargo  ;  Down¬ 
ing,  fourth,  as  fecond  mate  ;  Senett,  fifth,  as  boatfwain  ; 
and  I  faid,  gentlemen,  I  am  fatisfed  with  any  thing,  fo  I 
figned,  DoHor. 

Council .  What  did  you  do  with  them  when  they  came  on 
fhore  ? 

O' Mara.  We  got  the  paper  from  them  and  burnt  it,  and 
departed,  refolving  never  to  fee  one  another  more. 

Council.  What  made  you  defire  to  get  the  paper  again  ? 

O'  Mara.  Difunion  among  us. 

Council.  How  came  you  to  go  to  the  fhip  again  ? 

O'  Mara.  O’Bryan  and  I  took  out  a  bill  of  health  to  go  to 
Genoa  on  the  twentieth  of  Augul},  but  we  had  not  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  with  a  Felucca,  fo  we  were  obliged  to  flay  in 
the  town. 

Council.  Wrho  burnt  the  articles  ? 

O'  Mara.  Williams;  he  would  not  give  them  out  of  his 
hand  5  he  pulled  out  a  paper?  and  faid,  here  they  are,  and 
i  he 
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*le  held  it  over  the  candle  and  burnt  it ;  I  believe  it  was  the 
articles. 

~v_-  Confider,  you  fwore  the  articles  were  burnt,  now 
you  fay,  you  don  t  know  whether  they  were  or  not  j  you 
muft  fay  nothing  upon  furmife. 

O'  Mara.  He  produced  a  paper,  and  (aid  it  was  the  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  it  was  very  much  like  them,  and  he  held  it  over  the 

candle  till  it  was  burnt ;  we  did  not  care  to  fhew  names.- - - 

Downing  was  the  perfon  that  call**d  out  moft  for  the  articles. 
Vv  ilhams  at  firfl  told  us  the  articles  were  on  hoard,  but  after¬ 
wards,  when  -there  was  fame  words  about  them,  he  drew  out 
a  paper,  and  held  it  over  the  candle,  and  burnt  it,  and  faid, 
there  it  is  in  afhes. 

Council.  What  happened  after  the  paper  was  burnt  ? 

0  Alara.  Sometime  afterwards  they  begun  with  us  agais  t 
Williams  fpoke  to  Senett,  and  then  they  took  johnfon 
in  and  me.  We  drew  fecond  articles  among  us  four,  and 
1  wrote  the  articles  by  Williams’s  diredfion.  They  were  of 
the  fame  purport  with  the  other,  only  the  names  of  the  mates, 
and  fupercargo,  and  boatfwain,  were  changed. 

Council.  Who  figned  theft*  fecond  articles  ? 

O’  Mara.  Williams  figned  firft  as  captain,  Senett  figned 
fecond  for  mate;  I  figned  next  for*  fupercargo,  and  johnfon 
for  boatfwain  :  and,  to  thefe  fecond  articles,  there  was  none 
confcious,  but  us  four,  to  my  knowledge. 

Council.  What  time  were  thefe  articles  figned  ? 

O  Mara.  It  was  before  the  captain  was  killed,  about 
a  week  before,  or  thereabouts. - 1  went  on  board,  and 

remained  on  board  from  that  time  till  the  captain  was 
killed. 

Council.  Had  you  any  difcourfe  together  what  was  to  be 
done  with  the  fhip  ? 

O  Alar  a.  There  was  nothing  fixed  wh.ere  we  were  to  go, 
fome  faid  we  will  go  to  Sallee,  fome  hud  to  Angier,  fome  faid 
go  here,  fome  there. 

Council.  Were  thefe  articles  too  put  into  Williams’s 
hands  ? 

O  Mara.  \  es,  and  I  faw  them  afterwards  in  his  hands, 
he  delivered  them  into  my  hands  the  night  before  the 
captain  was  killed,  and  that  very  iame  night  too.  O’Bryan 
came  on  board  the  latter  end  of  the  night,  before  the 

captain  was  killed,  and  Butler  with  him. - 1  was  the  firft 

that  faw  them  after  they  came  on  board  ;  they  had  fwam 
to  us  from  the  Lazaretto,  and  I  told  Williams  that  O’Bryan 
and  Butler  were  come,  and  he  propofed  the  affair  to 

S  f  2  them. 
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them. - We  had  then  on  board  Williams,  Johnfon,  Se- 

nett,  Butler,  O'Bryan,  and  myfelf ;  all  the  fhips  hands  were 
upon  deck  5  thefe  were  all  on  board  the  night  the  captain  was 
killed. 

Council.  Was  the  defign  of  killing  the  captain,  and  run¬ 
ning  away  with  the  fhip,  mentioned  to  all  thefe  ? 

0'J  Mara.  Yes,  and  they  declined  doing  it  that  night,  be- 
caufe  it  was  paft  three  o’clock  ;  and  they  were  afraid  they 
fhould  be  taken,  before  they  could  get  off. 

Council .  Did  any  of  them  oppefe  the  doing  of  it  ? 

O'  Mara.  No,  not  one  ;  they  only  declined  doing  it  that 
night,  becaufe  it  was  fo  near  morning  they  were  afraid  erf  be¬ 
ing  taken. 

Council.  Did  Johnfon  fign  the  fecond  articles  ? 

O' Mara.  Yes,  he  iigned  the  fecond  articles,  but  not  the 
firff  ,  Johnfon  was  to  be  boatfwain. 

Council .  What  were  the  conditions  of  thefe  articles,  with 
regard  to  the  captain  ?' 

O'  Mara.  Some  were  for  putting  him  to  death  ;  but, 
in  the  written  articles,  that  was  left  to  Williams*  and  he 
faid  he  would  put  him  on  {bore  at  Gallieto.-- — -By  the  ar¬ 
ticles  "Williams  was  to  do  as  he  pleafed  with  hinw - -We 

had  great  difputes  about  the  captain  ;  fome  were  for  putting 
him  on  fhore  at  Gallieto,  (a  defolate  ifland  on  the  coail 
of  Africa)  with  fome  provifions,  and  among  thefe  Williams 
was  one. 

‘Jury.  Was  he  to  be  put  afhore  dead  or  alive  ? 

O'  Mara.  Alive,  alive,  we  were  to  give  him  provifions, 

I  told  you. 

j %>j  How  far  diflant  is  Gallieto  from  any  other  ifland? 

O’ Mara.  Thirty  or  forty  leagues. 

j How  long  after  the  captain’s  coming  on  board  was  it 
that  he  was  killed  ? 

O' Mara.  He  was  killed  the  firff  nigfct  he  lay  on  board  : 
he  had  been  abfent  from  the  fhip  a  day  or  two. 

Council.  Had  you  any  confultations  while  the  captain  was 
on  board  ? 

O’  Mara.  No,  not  a  word,  nor  a  word  of  the  articles* 
while  he  was  aboard. 

Council .  After  Butler  and  O’Bryan  came  on  boafd  had  you 
any  confultation  ? 

O’ Mara.  After  they  came  on  board,  Williams  faid,  he 
had  a  mind  to  flip,  and  one  of  them  faid,  it  would  be  hard 
to  do  that,  for  fear  the  crew  fhould  be  in  liquor,  and  the  wind 

fhould  blow  hard.  ■  * 

■-  ■  ■  ' 5 ■  Council y 


EDWARD  JOHNSON,  &c.  for  Murder.  313 
.  Vouncll.  Vv  as  W  olf  prefent  at  any  of  the  fecond  meet- 

jnas  ?  / 

O'  Mara.  Y  es,  very  ofte,n. 

Council.  Had  they  any  difeourfe  what  to  do  with  the  pow¬ 
der  and  guns  ? 

O' Mara.  \  ea,  the  morning  after  Bryan  and  Butler  came 
on  board,  they  all  went  forward  to  the  captain’s  cabin, 
and  the  ifeerage,  and  I  went  down  after  them,  and  they 
eat  fome  dried  hfh,  and  drank  fome  of  that  country  wine  ; 
and,  after  they  had  done  eating,  they  took  down  fix 
fuzees,  whk  .*  hung  in  the  cabin,  and  Williams  charged 

them  with  a  fingle  ball  in  each  of  them. - Wolf  afked 

him,  how  many  balls  he  had  put  in  ?  He  faid,  but  one: 

Wolf  faid,  G - ’s  Bl- - -d,  a  fingle  ball  may  fly 

here  and  there,  and  do  no  execution  ;  fo  he  put  another 
hall  into  every  one  of  them,  and  faid,  they  fhould  do  fure 

work;  then  I  apprehended  murder  would  be  done. - 1 

ufed  to  hear  them  very  often  threatening  Dick  Walker - 

that  they  would  be  even  with  him :  they  have  faid  an  hundred 

times,  D- - * — n  their  bloods,  the  fir  ft  opportunity  they  had, 

they  would  get  him  out  of  the  way,  a  vile  dog  as  he  was,  for 
oppollng  them. 

Council .  Who  faid  fo  ? 

O' Mara-  Williams  has  faid  fo  fometimes,  but  rather 
feldomer  than  the  others  ;  Senett  and  Johnfon  have  often 

faid,  D - n  the  dog,  he  fhould  have  a  fhite,  meaning  a 

fhoot. 

#  « 

Council.  Was  it  propofed  that  Bryan  and  Butler  fhould 
figp  the  articles  ? 

O'  Mara.  Yes,  they  dedred  to  fee  them,  and  Williams 
gave  them  into  my  hand'  to  read  them.  I  did  fo  ;  and 
Bryan  and  Butler  begun  to  fwear  and  damn,  becaufe,  in 
thefe  fecond  articles,  others  were  fubftituted  in  their  places. 
But  Williams  faid  he  would  make  them  all  eafy,  when  he 
was  got  out  to  fea.  Senett  told  him,  that  johnfon  and 
himfeif  had  mod;  trouble  in  lading  the  fbip,  and,  fays  he, 
fhall  others  run  away  with  thefubftance?  Then,  fays  Wil¬ 
liams,  do  you  take  one  of  the  men,  and  I  will  take  the  other, 
and  we  will  put  them  out  of  your  way  :  and  they  drew  their 
long  knives,  but  Johnfon  fa  d,  if  any  dog  offered  to  come 
near  him,  he  would  rip  him  up ;  Bryan,  feeing  this,  faid, 
he  would  fwim  on  fhore  again. 

COl  f  1  O 

“O  How  foon  after  this  did  the  captain  come  on 
board  ? 


O'  Mara. 
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0  Mara.  I  was  afleep  when  he  came,  but  I  believe  it  was 
about  nine  or  ten  at  night.  I  went  to  fleep  about  dufkifh, 
and  flept  till  the  groan  ’wak’d  me,  that  was  between  eleven 
and  twelve. 

6).  Do  you  know  who  went  in  the  boat  to  purfue  the 
boy  ? 

O  Mara .  I  was  below  when  the  boat  went  out,  but  i  faw 
it  return  ;  johnfon  and  Butler  came  back  in  it.  1  heard 
Senett  and  'johnfon  fay,  G — d’s  blood,  the  dog  can’t  fwim 
far,  he  has  got  the  knife  in  his  body  ;  however  take  the  boat 
and  row  after  him.  When  Johnfon  and  Butler  returned  to 

the  {hip,  Johnfon  faid, - Oh  !  you  treacherous  dogs,  G— d 

d — n  y0U}  could  not  you  keep  that  boy  a-board,  when  I  had 
done  the  work  of  the  great  man,  and  killed  him  myfelf.  And 
he  drew  out  his  knife,  and  fwore  he  would  kill  himfelf,  be- 
caufe  his  hands  had  miffed  the  boy  ;  but  I  got  hold  of  him, 
and  faid,  For  God’s  fake  don’t  fend  yourfeif  to  heaven  (to 
hell  I  mean:)  as  yet.  The  knife  was  bloody  at  that  time,  I 
knew  it,  and  I  know  he  dole  it  from  a  Frenchman;  the  blade 
was  fix  or  feven  inches  long. 

Did  he  fay  he  had  killed  the  captain  in  the  hearing  of 

the  prifoners  ? 

6  Mara.  Yes,— — — of  every  one  of  them,  and  they  did 
not  blame  him  at  all,  only  Bryan  and  Butler  blamed  him  for 
killing  him  before  they  were  got  out  to  fea.  Williams  faid, 
that  was  the  misfortune. 

4>.  Who  cut  the  cable,  and  what  part  of  it  was  cut  ? 

O  Mara-  Williams  cut  it  at  the  windlace  ;  there  was  a- 
bout  three  turns  upon  the  windlace. 

Williams .  Dick  Walker  came  and  begged  of  me  to  take 

that  witnefs  on  board  as  a  paffenger. 

Walker.  I  deny  it;  Williams  affed  me  to  let  him  come 
on  board,  and  I  faid  I  would  aflc  the  captain’s  leave,  and  I 
did  fo,  and  the  captain  faid  he  might  come,  but  he  (hould  pay 
for  his  paffage. 

John  Legard .  I  was  chief  mate  of  the  Levant :  I  faw 
Walker  begging  in  the  water  to  be  taken  on  board ;  and  heard 
him  pray  for  his  affiftance,  his  matter  being  killed  :  he  was 
taken  in,  and  prefently  five  boats  were  manned  out  and  armed; 
I  was  one  that  boarded  the  brig;  Bryan  jumped  over-board, 
but  another  boat  took  him  up  again ;  Williams,  Wolf,  and 
an  Indian  (born  at  the  Cape  of  good  Hope)  were  upon  deck  ; 
Senett,  johnfon,  Butler,  and  the  witnefs  O  Mara  were  hid 
in  the  forefcuttle,  under  fome  raw  buffalo  hides;  D- — n 


you. 
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you,  fays  I  to  Williams,  what  have  you  done  wirh  the  cap¬ 
tain  ?  After  fome  time  being  filent,  he  faid,  he’s  a  dead  man^ 
and  not  a  man  for  this  world.  1  went  down  into  the  cabbin, 
and  law  him  he  on  the  floor  with  his  hand  on  the  wound,  and 
the  corpfe  was  covered  with  a  flieet,  his  fcrutore  broke  open, 
and  his  papers  lying  about.  Williams  faid  to  Johnfon,  John- 
fon,  oon  t  deny  itj  you  aie  the  man  that  killed  the  captain, 
and  I  cut  the  cable  j  and  the  .Dutchman  faid.  Awe,  thot  s 
vhe  mon  thot  flaaw  d  the  captain  ;  and  he  faid  nothing  at  ail 
m  his  own  cxcuie.  "VVihtams  toid  i's  the  captain  had  always 
been  very  good,  and  he  believed  the  devil  was  in  him,  and 
he  expetfed  nothing  but  to  die  ;  fo  I  feat  him  a  bible,  and 
bid  him  make  good  ufe  of  it.  When  we  pulled  the  reft  of 
them  out  from  under  the  hides,  O  Mara  was  very  obftropo- 
lous,  and  told  us  he  was  the  king  of  Spain’s  fubjea;  but  we 
broke  a  cutlafs  about  his  fhoulders,  and  made  him  quiet. 

IMr.  Rogers.  I  was  one  who  boarded  this  brig  ;  we  found 
Wolf,  Williams,  and  the  Dutch  Indian,  on  deck ;  fo  I 
thought  there  muft  be  more  men  concealed,  fo  I  afked  Wil¬ 
liams  for  a  tinder-box  and  candle  j  he  told  me  he  knew  of 

none  ;  we  told  him  he  deferved  to  have  his  nofe  cut  off, _ _ . 

he  a  mate,  and  not  ki>ow  where  to  find  a  tinder-box:  at 
laft  we  found  one,  and  got  a  light  to  fearch  for  the  men 
that  were  hid  ;  we  faw  their  legs  under  the  hides,  but  they 
wouiG  not  coTe  out ;  but  upon  our  threatening  to  lire  arnon^ 
them,  OMara,  Johnfon,  Butler,  and  Senett,  came  out,  and 
we  fecured  them  ^Vilhams  faid,  the  captain  very  good 
to  him,  that  he  never  eat  nor  drank  without  him,  and  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  devil  polFefled  him.  He  told  johnfon,  it  fignified 
nothing  to  deny  it.  After  this  Senett  confefted  the  whole  af¬ 
fair,  and,  at  his  own  reqyeft,  I  took  an  account  thereof  in 
writing.  He  told  me,  that  Williams  fwore  him  firft  to  fe- 
crecy,  and  when  he  had  fworn,  he  (Williams)  told  him,  the 
veflel  was  richly  laden,  and  if  he  could  procure  others  to 
acquiefce  with  him,  it  might  be  run  away  with.  Upon  this 
he  brought  Downing  to  Williams,  and  after  this  he  was  fworn 
to  fecrecy .  Williams  toid  him  (Downing)  that  the  captain 
was  to  be  killed,  that  no  ftories  might  be  told.  W  if]  jams  faid, 
that  for  his  part,  he  was  ra  her  for  fetting  the  captain  a-fhore  on 
a  defoiate  ifland  :  but  Johnfon  infilled  on  his  being  killed,  and 
faid,  that  it  would  not  be  the  firft  (by  many)  that  he  had  put 
out  of  the  way.  T  hat  Downing  was  the  man  who  firft  pro- 
pofed  killing  the  captain.  ' 

The  priibners  had  nothing  material  to  fay  in  their  de¬ 
fence. 
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fence,  nor  any  witnclTes  to  call,  either  to  the  faCt,  or  to  their 
■characters.  ^ 

Edward  Johnfon,  guilty;  Nicholas  Williams,  guilty. 
Senett,  Wolf,  Butler,  and  Bryan,  acquitted. 

Edward  Johnfon,  Nicholas  Williams,  and  Lawrence 
Senett,  were  indicted  a  fecond  time,  for  felonioufty  ana  pi- 
ratically  endeavouring  to  make,  and  caufing  to  be  made,  a 
revolt  in  the  Laid  {hip,  and  running  away  with  the  fame,  as 
aforefaid. 

The  evidence  upon  this  indictment  was  the  fame  as 
upon  the  former  trial,  and  the  jury  found  them  all  guilty. 
Death . 


7 he  Ordinary  of  Newgate's  Account . 

Nicholas  Williams,  31  years  of  age,  of  honeft  parents  in 
the  Ifle  of  Man,  who  gave  him  good  education  at  fchool  in 
«  reading,  writing,  accompts,  and  other  things  to  fit  him  for 
bufinefs,  and  had  him  inftruCted  carefully  in  chriftian  princi¬ 
pled  ;  when  of  age  he  was  put  to  the  fea,  and  ferved  out  his 
time  hdrteftly  and  faithfully :  he  lived  a  confidferable  time  in 
Dublin,  having  gone  feveral  voyages  from  that  port.  Since 
he  was  eighteen  years  old  he  always  ferved  as  mate  of  {hips, 
was  honeft  in  his  dealings,  and  had  a  good  character  among 
merchants  and  captains  who  employed  him. 

Some  time  ago  he  married  a  wife,  by  whom  he  has  one 
child  now  living  .*  fhe  came  often  to  vifit  him  in  his  moft  mi- 
ferable  circumftances,  weeping  moft  bitterly,  and  fhedding 
plenty  of  tears.  The  laft  voyage  he  went  to  Gibraltar,  and 
after  that  happening  to  be  at  Marfeilles,  when  captain  Hawes 
had  difeharged  his  men,  he  engaged  with  him  as  mate  for 
Leghorn,  whither  when  they  came,  they  unloaded  and  loaded 
again  a  very  rich  cargo,  defigning  to  come  home.  This  rich 
{hip  had  go vl  from  Harwich  for  Leghorn,  for  herrings,  in 
the  year  1730,  intending  now  to  return  to  England,  having 
been  at  feveral  ports  in  the  courfe  of  a  trading  voyage.  On 
the  7th  of  September  laft,  the  captain,  having  been  on  ihore 
for  two  days,  tofet  all  things  in  order  for  his  voyage  homeward, 
he  came  on  board  about  eight  or  nine  o’clock  at  night,  and 
enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  the  (hip,  he  gave  orders  to  Wil- 
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liams  to  heave  the  anchor  and  fet  fail  when  the  wind  blew  off 
the  land.  They  had  before  left  the  Mole,  and  were  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Leghorn,  about  half  a  league  from 
the  town,  and  were  ready  to  fail. 

The  captain  having  given  this  order  to  the  mate,  told  him, 
He  was  going  to  deep,  and  bid  him  take  care.  Accordingly 
he  went  to  bed,  and,  wearied  with  bufinefs  on  fhore,  fell 
into  a  found  deep,  and  about  half  an  hour  pad  ten  at  night, 
Edward  Johnfon  went  down  to  the  cabbin,  and,  with  a 
French,  ftrong,  large  clafp  knife,  dabbed  the  captain  in  the 
bread,  and  quite  through  to  the  back,  where  alfo  a  hole  was 
made,  and  he  wounded  him  likewife  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  the  orifice  of  the  great  wound  being  fo  large,  that  it 
looked  as  if  his  body  had  been  ripped  open.  The  fird  who 
took  notice  of  this,  was  Richard  Walker,  the  cabbin-boy  and 
apprentice  to  the  captain,  who  heard  a  grievous  groan  and  out¬ 
cry,  like  that  of  a  dying  perfon.  Adonifhed  at  this,  he  called 
out  to  Mr.  Williams,  that  he  had  heard  a  lamentable  groan, 
and  afked  him  if  he  was  well,  and  felt  about  his  bread  with  his 
hand  :  Williams  faid,  perhaps  the  captain  was  dreaming  ;  then 
the  boy  faw  them  working  the  windlafs  to  weigh  the  anchor; 
he  thought  it  drange  that  they  were  to  fail  when  it  was  calm 
and  no  wind  ;  yet  he  went  to  the  cabbin  for  his  (hoes  in  order 
to  aftift  ;  there  he  found  his  mafter,  the  captain,  lying  half 
out  of  bed  in  the  miferable  manner  beforementioned. 

He  immediately  went  up  dairs,  and  faw  Johnfon  going  up  ' 
with  his  hands  all  bloody,  and  clofing  the  clafp  knife  with 
both  his  hands.  He  told  Mr.  Williams,  the  mate,  that  the 
captain  was  murdered,  and  defired  him  to  fecure  Johnfon  the 
murderer.  Williams  made  no  anfwer,  bat  fpoke  to  Johnfon  ; 
upon  which  Johnfon  fwore  at  the  boy,  and  called  him  dog, 
threatened  to  kill  him,  and,  holding  him  by  one  of  his  hands, 
he,  with  his  other  hand,  was  taking  out  the  bloody  mur¬ 
dering  knife ;  but  the  young  man,  giving  him  a  blow  upon 
the  arm,  got  loofe  from  him,  and  running  about  Mr  Wil¬ 
liams,  he  jumped  into  the  fea,  and  fwam  for  his  life :  Johnfon 
cried  out  to  kill  the  dog,  and  threw  a  knife  after  him,  which 
cut  his  trowfers,  but  did  not  touch  his  fkfti  ;  then  Johnfon, 
with  two  or  three  others,  purfued  him  in  the  fhip’s  boat,  but 
Walker  fwam  fo  faff,  that,  before  they  could  overtake  him, 
he  came  up  with  an  Italian  fettee,  and  begged  hard  of  them  to 
take  him  in,  for  the  murderers  of  his  mafter  were  purfuing  to 
kill  him  alfo. 

They  took  him  in,  and,  telling  them  the  ftory,  they  con¬ 
veyed  him  to  an  Englifh  fhip,  and  the  Englifh  Ilftps  in  the 
19  T  c  hat  hour 
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harbour  immediately  manned  and  armed  feveral  boats.  The 
firfb  who  boarded  the  fhip  was  captain  Rogers,  with  a  mate  of 
another  (hip,  who  found  Williams,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
men,  on  deck;  Williams  flood  confounded,  and  had  little  to 
fay  ;  upon  this;  in  an  inftant,  came  up  a  great  many  more 
boats  with  armed  men,  and  finding  a  light,  which  Williams 
could  not  tell  them  of,  they  faw  the  captain,  with  a  fheet 
thrown  over  him,  and  barbaroufly  murdered  as  above.  Then 
they  laid  hold  upon  Williams,  and  the  two  or  three  men  on 
deck,  and  fearching  for  the  reft  of  the  crew,  who,  with  John- 
fon  the  murderer,  were  hid  under  feme  fkins  in  the  fore 

ikuttle ;  they  put  the  whole  Chip’s  crew  in  irons,  and  car¬ 
ried  them  on  board  of  the  Englifh  (hips  in  the  harbour, 

and  put  them  two  and  two  in  different  Chips  to  be  kept 

fecure. 

Next  morning  they  brought  the  late  captain  Hawes’s  fhip 
into  the  Mole,  to  fecure  her  for  the  owners.  The  prifoners 
were  brought  home  in  a  man  of  war,  by  the  way  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  and  Lifbon,  to  London.  Mr.  Williams  faid,  that 
evening  he  was  very  droufy,  and  was  fleeping  on  the  quarter 
deck  upon  the  main  fail,  when  this  murder  was  committed, 
which  was  all  the  excufe  he  had,  that  his  hands  were  not  im¬ 
brued  in  the  captain’s  blood  ;  but  otherwife  he  con  foiled that 
be  was  the  chief  man  in  contriving  the  whole  plot,  to  run 
away  with  the  fhip,  and  turn  pirates ;  but  he  was  not  for 
murdering  the  captain,  inclining  rather  to  fet  him  on  Chore 
on  fome  defolate  Hand. 

And  he  aliedged  alfo,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  de~ 
fign  of  murdering  the  captain  that  night :  he  likewife  own¬ 
ed  their  having  drawn  up  articles  twice,  and  that  they 
figned  them.  He  was  mightily  inclined  to  drinking,  and 
kept  himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  the  confpirators,  for  fome  days, 
while  all  this  was  a  hatching,  perpetually  warm  with  drink, 
having  confumed  a.  confiderable  quantity  of  ftrong  Florence 
wine,  which  was  upon  the  captain’s,  or  fome  merchant’s 
account. 

He  gave  the  captain  the  chara&er  of  a  very  kind,  civil  gen¬ 
tleman,  particularly  to  himfelf,  and  that  be  never  eat  or  drank 
without  him.  He  faid  alfo,  that  having  four  fwivel  guns, 
which  could  {boot  every  way,  and  plenty  of  fire-arms,  am¬ 
munition,  and  lead,  he  could  have  killed  fifty  or  an  hundred 
men  before  they  could  have  boarded  him  ;  but  he  fold  he  was 
glad  that  no  more  innocent  blood  was  £hed. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Letter,  fent  from  Eleanor  Williams, 
to  her  Hufband  in  Newgate. 

% 

€e  \/T  Y  dear  and  unfortunate  love,  who  have  always  a 
hart  both  to  love  and  pity,  tho’  a  prifon  cepes 

me  from  you  ;  nothing  but  deth  can  tare  you  from  my 

hart. 

c<  My  foie,  I  am  afeard  that  my  coming  to  fee  you,  was 
not  to  yure  liking,  for  I  fered  you  look  as  if  you  was  offended 
with  me  ;  but  O  let  me  not  think  you  can  be  offended  with 

me,  noin  that  I  was  not  the  caus  of  thes  fuffering  that  we 

both  laber  under ;  but  I  indevered  to  prevent  them  to  the 
uttermoft  of  my  power.  If  you  con  think  of  ane  thing  to 
fav  your  dere  life,  which  I  pries  more  then  my  oen,  I  will 
undertake  it  with  God’s  leve,  let  the  talk  be  never  fo  hard  ; 
for  the  worft  of  torter  I  can  indere  for  your  fake. 

c<  My  dere  foie,  kepe  a  gud  hart,  and  trull  in  God,  and 
dont  defpare,  for  I  hope  that  he  will  forgiv  you  with  tru 
repentenfe,  which  I  hope  you  will  ftriv  to  do,  for  were 
ther  is  mercy  creafed,  ther  is  mercy  found  in  the  midft  of 
mi  fere. 

“  Lowing  and  beloved,  you  (hall  not  want  my  praers  to 
almity  God  for  your  foie’s  good,  and  as  your  life  is  ihort,  I 
hope  your  behaving  will  be  gret,  and  your  faith  ftrong  ;  for 
ther  is  nothing  too  hard  for  him  to  do,  nor  will  he  be  wanting 
if  you  put  your  truft  in  him,  for  he  is  flow  to  angur,  and  of 
great  gudnefs  to  all  chos  who  love  and  fear  him. 

Pray,  my  dere  foie,  be  plefed  to  except  this  as  a  pete- 
fon  to  introdues  me  into  your  faver,  fo  much  as  to  anfer  thele 
lines,  and  let  me  no  the  worft  of  your  misfortunes,  which 
you  are  no  to  laber  under,  that  I  may  the  beter  no  how  to 
expres  myfelf  to  you ;  for  when  1  am  with  you,  if  I  fpeke, 
you  thinck  I  reflec,  when  it  is  not  ment  fo  to  you  ;  but  one 
my  oen  uen  happy  felf  and  pore  child,  that  are  to  be  left  be¬ 
hind.  You  have  but  oen  world  now  to  care  for,  I  pray  God 
fitt  you  for  that  ;  but  1  have  too  bodys  and  foies  to  take  care 
for,  and  a  trubelfom  wurld  to  fhift  in,  which  God  noes  that 
my  cafe  is  very  bad  and  no en  to  help  me,  nor  fo  much  as  to 
pety  my  deplorabel  ccndifhon  that  I  am  left  in  ;  but  I  hop 
that  my  los  will  be  youre  eternal  gane,  and  that  we  fhall  met 
again  in  a  hevenly  kingdom,  where  Torres  fhall  be  wbipt  awea, 
for  one  day  in  heven  is  better  than  a  thoufand. 

T  t  2  '  C  i  My 
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<{  My  love,  they  fent  me  word  from  the  Marfhalfe,  that 
they  had  fent  the  things  laft  nite  to  you.  If  I  able  to  come 
to-morrow  I  will  to  fee  you,  it  being  the  3  of  March.  My 
dere  life  and  foie,  hevens  bles  you,  and  angils  gard  you  nite 
and  day  ;  from  your  poor  uenhappy  wife, 

Charyr-Garden,  Eling  Williams* 

March  2” 

Nicholas  Williams  had  wrote  under  the  faid  letter. 

I  am  in  heayinefs  through  many  tribulations;  O  Lord  re¬ 
ceive  me  into  that  place  of  reft  where  all  tears  (hall  be  wiped 
away  from  mine  eyes ;  where  there  (hall  be  no  more  death, 
nor  forrow,  nor  crying,  nor  pain. 

I  am  here  in  a  ftate  of  baniihment  and  abfence  from  the 
Lord ;  O  take  me  where  I  fball  for  ever  behold  thy  face,  and 
follow  the  Lamb  wherefoever  he  goeth. 

I  have  fought  the  good  fight,  I  have  kept  the  faith,  I  have 
finifhed  my  courfe ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
of  righteoufnefs. 

N.  Williams. 

Williams’s  Anfwcr  to  the  above  Letter. 

V.  \  •  N  •  <-  *  ••  ■  f 

My  dear  Life, 

f  Received  yours,  and  am  heartily  fotry  to  find  that  you 
are  out  of  order  ;  your  giving  yourfelf  fo  much  trouble 
on  my  account,  makes  me  very  uneafy  :  my  dear  foul,  I 

would  have  you  know,  that  D— — - g  is  as  guilty  as  I  am. 

I  am  informed  he  tells  the  world  that  I  brought  him  to  this 
place,  he  is  a  lyar  and  a  villain  for  faying  fo,  for  it  was  his 
countryman  Senett  that  brought  him  here,  and  Senett  will 
declare  at  the  day  of  his  death,  that  he,  and  his  black-guard 
crew,  were  the  foie  caufe  of  my  misfortunes.  I  fuppofe  he 
has  laid  me  out  in  a  fine  manner,  becaufe  I  cannot  anfwer  for 
myfelf :  if  he  comes  to  you  again,  afk  for  the  chequin  that  I 
lent  him  at  Leghorn,  where  I  have  filled  his  belly,  when  he 
had  not  a  foufe  in  his  pocket.  His  telling  you  that  I  fhall 
die  a  Roman  Gatholick,  is  like  the  reft  of  his  villainies :  but 
my  dear  life,  you  are  a  woman  of  more  fenfe  than  to  believe 

-  .  .......  fo 
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fo  fcandalous  a  fellow  as  he  is,  and  I  would  not  have  you  grieve 
about  me. 

“  I  (hall  leave  fome  papers,  with  regard  to  my  tranfaXions, 
behind  me,  and  fhall  take  pleafure  in  death.  I  acknowledge 
I  have  been  guilty  of  many  lins,  but  I  hope  and  truft  God  will 
forgive  me.  My  dear,  I  fhall  have  no  more  concern  upon 
me  the  day  when  I  {hall  die,  than  I  have  now  ;  for  what  is 
death  ?  ’Tis  a  debt  which  every  one  muft  pay :  all  that  grieves 
me,  is  the  thoughts  of  leaving  you  behind  me  in  fo  bad  a  con¬ 
dition,  and  without  to  help  you  :  the  great  God  I  hope  will 
be  a  hufband  to  you,  and  a  father  to  my  poor  child. 

And,  my  dear  foul,  with  regard  to  your  future  behaviour, 
’tis  my  earned:  defire  that  you  would  look  before  you  leap  5 
you  know  I  never  ufed  you  ill,  nor  was  unkind  to  you,  any 
further  than  words,  and  thofe  but  now  and  then,  you  know 
we.never  had  many  :  but  for  God’s  fake  take  care  of  your- 
felf  and  my  child  ;  for  if  you  do  not,  if  after  my  death  I  can 
be  fenfible  you  are  not,  it  would  interrupt  my  reft,  and  difturb 
me  much. 

“  Pray  be  kind  to  my  child,  and  let  not  the  reflexions  that 
may  be  caft  upon  you  be  regarded  by  you.  Let  the  world 
fay  of  you  as  they  pleafe,  I  hope  God  will  provide  for  you 
and  my  dear  babe.  Pray  come  on  Sunday,  and  take  your  laft 
farewell  of  me.  Pray  keep  a  good  heart,  and  be  no  compa¬ 
nion  of  that  nafty  thing  Davifon’s  wife.  I  have  a  good  mind 

not  to  give  her  the  book  j  captain  A - -  flopped  half  a 

crown  from  me  for  it. 

“  I  beg  you’d  make  yourfelf  eafy,  which  is  all  at  prefent 
from, 

cc  Your  dying  hufband, 

cc  N.  Williams. 

t 

ci  I  have  a  good  mind  to  write  to  brother  Hall.” 


Monday 
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Monday  Mornings  March  14.  Execution  Day , 

S'T'IS  a  difmal  fcene  that’s  before  me. — Methinks  I  live  in 

A  this  cell  calmly  and  undifturbed  !  methinks  I  could  pafs 
my  time  here  in  eafe  and  melancholy  !  men  fay,  and  I  know, 
that  the  world  is  full  of  trouble ;  but  here,  why  could  not  I 
be  content  ?  While  many  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,  I  have 
learned  to  be  folicitous  for  nothing,  fo  could  live  at  eafe.— — — 
But  flop, — confider,  this  muft  end,  the  day  is  come,  when 
all  muff  ceafe,  and  I  my  felt  {hall  be  no  more.— I  am  indeed 
now  in  health  and  vigour,  but  I  muft  die.  Oh  dreadful  thought! 
but  let  me  think  a  little,  many  men  were  well  laft  month,  who 
are  now  in  another  world — I  am  made  like  them,  and  fub- 
je<ft  to  the  fame  difeafes  and  diforders  that  brought  them  to 
the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living. 

Since  it  is  lo,  fince  at  laft  I  muft  fubmit  to  the  ftroke  of 
death,  why  ftiould  I  trouble  myfelf  that  it  overtakes  me  a 
few  days  fooner  than  perhaps  it  might  have  done  ?  The  cer¬ 
tain  knowledge  of  the  time  when  I  muft  die  may  have 
been  ufeful  to  me,  by  putting  me  on  a  fpeedy  preparation 
for  it. 

The  few  minutes  X  have  to  ftay  in  this  private  cell,  let  me 
ufe  to  the  heft  purpofe.  I  have  no  more  years  to  propofe  to 
myfelf  the  enjoyment  of;  but  was  I  free  from  this  diftrefs, 
and  thefe  melancholy  circumftances, — -what  then?  Why,  I 
might  pro.mife  myfelf  many  days.— My  father  at  my  age  per¬ 
haps  did  the  fame ;  yet  he  is  gone,  and  what  are  all  thole 
years  to  him  now  ?  They  are  vanifhed  with  him,  and  gone 
for  ever.  To  look  forward  on  20  years,  ’tis  a  long  profpedf ; 
but  to  look  back  on.  the  fame  when  they  are  paft,  will  ihew 
the  miftake,  and  will  convince  me  of  their  brevity.  The 
yfcars  that  are  to  come  will  be  no  longer  than  the  years  that 
are  paft,  and  death  muft  inevitably  conclude  all. 

What  then  is  all  the  grandeur  of  this  world  !  Death  puts  an 
end  to  it  all ;  tho’  by  a  life  of  care  and  toil,  I  might  have 
heaped  up  riches;  yet  the  time  would  come  when  I  muft  have 
been  tom  from  them ;  they  muft  have  pafted  to  others  ;  it 
would  at  that  time  appear  to  me  that  I  had  been  labouring  to 
make  another  man  rich,  and  would  it  not  be  a  fad  refledtion 
(if  it  fhould  be  fo)  that  I  have  toiled  and  fpent  my  time  to  be 
damned  for  another’s  temporal  advantage  ;  and  1  muft  endure 
eternal  torments  for  perhaps  I  know  not  who.  Tho’  this  is 
not  exactly  my  prefent  cafe,  yet  I  have  coveted  too  much  what 

men 
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men  cal!  the  good  things  of  this  life.  This  world  has  had  mv 
heart,  and  now  I  am  requited  :  O  vain  bewitchjn„  oleafure  I 
when  I  was  fo  eager  in  the  purfoit  of  you,  hovv  Tittle  did  I 
think  of  this  dreadful  rdreadful  hour  !  how  Ktfi- 

S"  °f  “  "»« 

all  my  thoughts.  O  !  this  ts  indeed  a  fad  and  dreadful  hour, 
tn  which  an  end  muft  be  put  to  life  and  the  borrows  of  eter- 

?1 ‘2  “u*  b,T'  ,  w  ?  3,nd  h°rr0rS  fil‘  my  gu^y  mind  ! 
I  fhaH  d,e  but  once  but  oh  !  there  ,s  no  returning  back  from 

the  tribunal  of  an  almighty  God  to  amend  my  former  life  • 
nor  fltall  1  ever  have  an  opportunity  to  make  amends  for  thofe 
crimes  that  are  the  occafion  of  my  doom  ;  O  I  could  that 
obtained,  the  folly  of  a  carelefs  life  would  be  more  excufable  ; 
but,  once  dead,  and  I  am  loft  or  faved  for  ever  '  was  it 
worth  my  while  to  exchange  eternal  happinefs  for  a  few  vears 
enjoyment  my  blood  chills  !  my  fpirits  fhudder  1  my  candle 
burns  dim  !  I  am  frighted  at  what  is  before  me  I  I  muft  ven¬ 
ture  into  the  chambers  of  death  :  and  fmce  I  have  fome  few 
minutes  to  fpare,  let  me  reconcile  myfelf  to  death,  and  let  me 
converle  a  little  with  the  dead  ;  by  this  means  the  thoughts  of 
oeath  may  be  made  fweet :  and  if  I  am  prepared  its  approach 
will  be  welcome  I  bid  the  world  adieu,  and  need  perplex 
myidf  no  more  about  my  hours  of  life. 


nich.  williams. 


’The  following  was  the  Account  Wilmamsjvto  of  himfelf,  the 

Day  before  he  was  executed. 

]N  the  year  1736,  in  the  month  of  September  I  departed 

kinfon")  Lond°n’T\.the  ft'P  Jofeph,  Captain  Jofeph  At- 
kmfon  bound  for  Cadiz.  ,  From  thence  we  proceeded  to  Mar¬ 
seilles,  where  ,  had  fome  words  with  Captain  Atkinfon,  about 
fomethmg  to  be  done  in  thefhip;  I,  having  been  matter  of 
a  ftnp  but  the  voyage  before,  refented  it,  and  left  him  to 
go  on  board  the  Dove  brig,  Captain  Hawes,  at  Marfeiiles, 
w ho  was  bound  for  Leghorn,  Meflina  and  Ancona:  at  Leg¬ 
horn  we  took  in  our  loading  for  Meflina,  but  before  we  failed, 

1  met  with  one  D - g,  whom  I  had  not  feen  for  many 

years.  e  told  me  he  had  quarrelled  with  his  captain  and 
had  left  him,  and  afked  me  to  help  him  to  a  birth  ;  I  faid 

..  .c.ou  Il0t  ^  at  prefent,  but  Senett  coming  up  to  us,  I 
.aid  tais  is  a  fine  cargo  we  have  got,  I  wifii  it  was  ours ; 

cannot 


h4  EDWARD  JOHNSON,  c*V.  for  Murder. 

*/ 

cannot  we  contrive  to  make  away  with  it,  fays  he;  how 
can  that  be,  fays  I  ?  he  faid  he  would  bring  it  about  very 
well ;  we  will  take  the  fliip,  and  put  the  captain  afhore  on 
the  ifland  of  Gallieto,  and  we  would  give  him  the  worth 
of  the  (hip,  and  what  effe&s  he  had  of  his  own  on  board. 
Damn  it,  fays  D - g,  what  fignifies  it,  the  cargo  be¬ 

longs  to  Jews,  and  it  is  no  fin  to  wrong  them.  So  by  their 
perfuafions  I  came  into  the  agreement,  and  we  did  intend 

to  carry  off  the  cargo,  but  D~ - g  faid,  he  would  have 

none  to  tell  ftories  after  them,  let  us  makh  away  with  all : 
to  which  I  would  not  confent.  About  three  days  after  this, 
he  brought  on  board  Butler,  O’Bryan,  and  O’Mara : 
O’Mara  was  a  popifh  prieft,  but  being  excommunicated  for 
getting  a  baftard,  he  turned  failor. 

Johnfon  and  Derrick  were  to  kill  the  boy  Walker;  and 
that  night  they  put  their  defign  in  execution.  I  faw  Johnfon 
come  up  the  companion  with  the  knife  in  his  hand,  but  did 
not  know  what  he  had  been  doing.  When  he  was  upon 

deck,  D - n  it  fays  he,  let  us  heave  up  ;  by  whofe  order 

fays  I ;  d — n  you,  by  mine,  fays  he.  Then  I  imagined 
fomething  was  done.  So  wfyen  the  anchor  was  to  be  heaved, 
the  boy  went  down  for  his  (hoes,  and  found  his  matter  dead  :  he 
came  running  up  and  told  me  cf  it:  Lord,  fays  I,  who  has 
done  it  ?  Johnfon  replied,  G — d  d— n  him,  I  have  done  it. 
And  by  G — d  I’ll  kill  you  too.  One  thing  I  forgot  r  O’Mara, 
after  the  captain  was  killed,  got  a  handfpike,  and  went  into 
the  captain’s  cabin,  and  broke  his  efcrutore  all  to  fhivers  to 
fee  what  money,  &c.  was  there.  Johnfon  this  day  declared 
to  me,  that  when  they  had  got  the  veffel  out  to  fea,  my  turn 
was  to  have  been  next ;  and  in  order  to  fecure  the  whole  to 
themfelves,  1  was  not  to  have  lived  forty-eight  hours. 

He  acknowledged  his  fentence  was  raoft  juft,  and  that 
the  punilhment  of  his  iniquity  was  infinitely  iefs  than  what 
he  deferved.  He  ttnceiely  repented  of  all  his  fins,  efpecially 
that  execrable  fin  of  murder  ;  and  that  he  died  in  peace  with 
all  the  world. 

Edward  Johnfon,  twenty-feven  years  of  age,  born  in 
Rotherhith,  of  honeft  parents,  his  father  an  Englifhman*  and 
his  mother  an  Irishwoman  ;  having  buiinefs  in  Ireland,  they 
went  to  Dublin,  when  Edward  was  very  young,  and  gave 
him  good  education  at  fchool  in  reading,  writing,  and  arith¬ 
metic,  for  buiinefs,  and  inftru£ted  him  in  the  cbriftian  re.r 
ligion  ;  when  of  age  they  put  him  to  fea,  and  he  ferved  his 
time  honeftly.  He  went  many  voyages  from  Dublin,  Lon¬ 
don,  and  other  places,  and  was  fometimss  in  king’s  fhips, 

and 
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and  having  been  over  moil  part  of  the  world,  and  ftiil  in 
ftation  of  a  private  failor,  2nd  during  all  that  time  he  was 
honeft  and  retained  a  good  chara&er. 

He  had  been  in  the  Spanifh  fervice,  and  had  made  voyages 
for  fome  time  in  the  Mediterranean,  when  at  Leghorn, 
he  accidentally  met  with  Captain  Hawes,  who  at  that  time 
wanted  hands,  and  engaged  Johnfon  among  the  other  perfons, 
to  carry  the  fhip  home  for  England.  Lie  was  one  of  them 
who  loaded  the  fhip  with  a  very  confiderable  cargo ;  upon 
which  it  feems,v  being  of  a  wicked  and  cruel  difpofition,  he 
fixed  too  covetous  an  eye. 

He  confefTed  his  having  committed  that  villainous  and 
barbarous  murder  in  the  manner  as  above-mentioned,  with 
his  own  clafp-knife,  which  one  of  the  witnefies  fwore  he 
had  ftolen  from  a  Frenchman  a  few  days  before. — Af¬ 
ter  this  he  was  in  the  greateft  confufion,  diforder,  and  def- 
pair  imaginable,  and  would,  to  have  prevented  a  difeovery, 
have  killed  the  boy  Walker,  if  Providence  had  not  favoured 
him  in  fwimming  with  great  difficulty  to  the  Italian  fetiee, 
upon  which  all  the  rogues  were  difeovered  and  taken.  He 
told  alfo  that  Mr.  Williams  was  the  chief  man  in  laying 
and  contriving  the  whole  plot,  which  was  communicated  to 
him,  and  to  which  he  confented,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the 
fhip,  taking  upon  himfelf  villainoufly  to  kill  the  captain, 
which  refolution  he  executed  that  evening,  being  the  feventh 
of  September  laft,  upon  the  inftigation  of  the  ocher  con- 
fpirators,  three  or  four  of  whom  with  Senett  following  him 
down  to  the  cabin,  when  he  committed  that  direful  and 
tragical  fa£I,  and  if  we  may  believe  him,  fome  of  the  evi¬ 
dences  were  alfo  there.  The  captain  never  fpoke  a  word 
more,  but  fetched  a  deep  figh,  and  groan  or  two,  and  ex¬ 
pired  immediately,  the  blood  gufhing  out,  as  O’Mara  one  of 
the  witneffies  declared,  as  liquor  out  of  the  bung-hole  of  a 
barrel. 

i  afked  him  what  they  intended  to  do  ?  He  anfwered,  they 
were  to  go  for  Sanffa  Cruz  in  South  Barbary,  and  there  to  fell 
off  to  the  Moorifh  merchants  the  cargo,  which  was  very  rich, 
being  as  he  alledged,  five  thoufand  pounds  value,  and  then  to 
go  a  privateering. 

At  the  time  the  murder  was  committed,  he  faid  he  did 
not  believe  that  Mr.  Williams  knew  of  its  being  intended  to 
be  done  that  night,  and  that  he,  Williams,  himfelf  was  not 
for  killing  him,  but  for  fetting  him  on  (hore  on  a  defolate 
illand  off  the  coaft  of  Africa,  called  Qallieto,  with  fome 
provifions,  and  fome  of  the  reft  were  of  the  fame  opinion 
19  U  u  Eve’ 
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Ever  fince  the  bloody  and  moft  cruel  murder,  he  never  had 
the  leaft  peace  of  mind,  but  had  always  the  idea  of  the  de~ 
ceafed  unfortunate  gentleman  in  his  head. 

He  died  in  the  faith  of  Chrift,  penitent  for  all  the  offences 
of  his  life,  and  in  peace  with  all  men. 

Laurence  Senett,  near  twenty-four  years  of  age,  born  in 
the  county  of  Wexford,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  ho— 
neft  parents,  who  educated  him  at  fchool  to  read,  write,  and 
caft  accompts,  in  order  to  fit  him  for  buhnefs,  and  had  him 
inftru£ted  in  the  chriftian  religion,  according  to  the  popifli 
way.  When  of  age  he  was  bred  to  the  fea,  and  ferved  his 
time  honeftly  in  Dublin. 

When  his  apprenticefhip  was  expired,  he  went  to  lea 
in  divers  fhips  from  Ireland,  and  fometimes  from  England, 
and  had  failed  to  many  parts  of  the  world  ;  was  honeft  in  his 
dealings,  and  of  a  good  character  with  eveiy  body  he  had  to 
do  with. 

He  met  with  Captain  Hawes  at  Leghorn,  and  was  hired  as 
one  of  the  men  to  load  the  fhip,  and  carry  her  home  for 
England,  and  was  one  of  the  fir  ft  men  to  whom  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  communicated  the  defign  of  a  revolt  and  carrying  away 

the  fhip.  _  # 

Fie  denied  his  figning  the  articles  to  be  mate  of  the  fhip 
after  the  captain  was  murdered,  or  that  he  ever  confented  to 
the  murder  ;  and  laid,  while  the  fa£t  was  committing,  ho 
was  fleeping  in  the  forecaftle,  and  knew  nothing  of  it  till 
he  was  awakened  by  the  noife  which  was  made  upon  that 
fad  difafter.  He  faid  it  was  not  he  that  cut  the  cable, 
but  that  he  helped  to  work  the  (hip  when  they  attempted 
to  fail,  though  they  were  hindered  for  want  of  wind,  he 
faid  he  was  obliged  thereto  for  fear  of  being  murdered.  He 
confefied  his  being  in  the  plot,  and  that  he  was  too  a£!ive 
therein,  to  his  great  grief  and  forrow,  for  which  he  begged 
pardon  of  God  and  man,  and  had  nothing  to  fay  in  his 
vindication.  Although  he  had  good  friends,  none  of  them, 
faving  one  young  man  two  or  three  times,  came  to  vific 
him.  He  appeared  to  be  a  fenfible  young  man,  and  might 
have  done  well  enough  in  his  own  way,  had  he  not  fallen 
into  the  worft  of  company.  He  was  tenacious  of  the  Romifh 
errors,  holding  firm  to  the  prejudices  he  had  imbibed  from  his 
infancy.  Some  few  days  before  Johnfon  died,  a  gentleman 
came  to  fee  him,  alledging  he  was  tranfported  (even  years 
aso  ;  he  denied  it,  and  when  I  afked  him  the  queftion, 
he  faid  he  was  never  before  judge  nor  jury  in  his  life,  but  up¬ 
on  this  unfortunate  accident. 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  being  confronted  with  Mr.  Williams  and  Lau¬ 
rence  Senett,  before  another  reverend  clergyman  and  me, 
accufed  them  of  bringing  him  into  this  barbarous  confpi- 
racy  ;  Williams  denied  nothing,  Senett  only  Laid,  Did  I  ad- 
vife  you  to  murder  the  captain  ?  It  was  urged  to  him  by  the 
clergyman,  that  murder  fcarce  ever  failed  of  following  upon 
fuch  a  cruel  confpiracy  :  this  he  owned,  and  had  no  more  to 
fay  for  himfelf.  1 

He  behaved  modeftly  and  quietly,  and  was  fometimes  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  fermon  :  he  was  penitent  for  all  the  offences  of  his 
life,  particularly  this  grievous  fin  for  which  he  fuffered,  and 
died  in  peace  with  all  the  world. 


They  were  executed  at  Execution- Dock,  on  Monday, 
March  14,  1737. 


After  they  had  hung  a  proper  time,  their  bodies  were 
put  into  irons,  and  carried  down  the  river,  in  order  to  be 
hung  in  chains  at  the  following  places,  viz.  Williams  at 
Half-way-Tree,  and  Johnfon  and  Senett  at  a  place  called  JT  rip— 
Topp-Trees. 


THOMAS  CAR  and  ELIZABETH  ADAMS  for  a  Rob¬ 
bery,  Sept.  10,  1737* * 


'T  HOMAS  CAR,  of  London,  gentleman,  and  Eliza- 

*  beth  Adams,  of  London,  fpinfter,  were  indi&ed  for  af- 
faulting  William  Quarrington,  in  the  houfe  of  Mary  Pre- 
voft,  widow,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Dunftan’s  in  the  iVeft, 
putting  him  in  corporal  fear  and  danger  of  his  life,  and 
taking  from  him  a  gold  ring,  fet  with  five  diamonds,  value 
fix  pounds,  ninety  three  guineas,  and  eight  findings  in  filver. 
Sept.  10. 

William  Quarrington,  On  the  ninth  of  September  I  went 
to  the  Bank,  and  received  a  hundred  pounds,  and  after  call¬ 
ing  at  feveral  places,  I  went  to  Mr.  Daxon,  who  lives  in 
Fore-ftreet,  by  Cripplegate  ;  with  him  i  went  to  the  Three 
Mariners,  in  the  fame  ftreet,  and  ftaid  there  till  about  five  or 
fix  in  the  evening.  Then  I  went  into  Southwark,  to  fpeak 

U  u  2  to 
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to  a  friend  ;  he  was  not  at  home,  fo  I  waited  till  about,  nine 
for  his  coming  in.  'Then  I  came  over  the  bridge,  in  order 
to  go  home,  and  as  1  palled  up  Fleet -ftreet,  by  Temple-Bar, 
I  met  a  common  woman  in  the  ftreet,  not  the  woman  at 
the  Bar,  and  file  afked  me  to  give  her  a  glafs  of  wine.  I 
confented,  and  we  went  to  the  Angel  and  Crown,  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Shire- Lane,  clofe  by  Temple-Bar.  The  drawer  {hewed 
ns  into  a  room,  up  one  pair  of  flairs,  and  a‘ bottle  of  red 
port  being  brought  us,  he  departed.  We  fat  together  about 
half  an  hour,  and  then  the  drawer  came  into  the  room,  and 
told  me,  he  had  peeped  through  the  key-hole,  and  that  the 
woman  was  picking  my  pocket.  I  found  there  had  been  a 
pique  or  a  quarrel  between  the  woman  and  him  ;  but  upon  his 
telling  qie  he  knew  her  to  be  pick-pocket,  I  was  a  little  tin- 
eafy.  Ke  ink  fled  upon  it,  that  he  h«d  feen  her  pick  my 
pocket,  though  1  was  very  fure  {he  had  not.  Then  hedefired 
to  know,  if  1  had  any  money  about  me,  and  wifhed  I  would 
tell  it  over,  to  fee  if  1  had  lofl  any.  At  his  requefl,  I  was  io 
foolifh  and  ignorant,  as  to  tell  ninety-three  guineas,  and  about 
twenty  {hillings  over,  before  the  drawer  and  the  woman  ;  and 
I  told  them  1  had  lofl  nothing.  Notwithflanding  this,  words 
arofe  between  the  drawer  and  the  woman,  and  he  turned  her 
down  flairs.  She  was  no  fooner  gone,  but  the  drawer  re¬ 
turned  into  the  room,  with  Mrs.  Prevofl,  and  the  prifoner, 
Elizabeth  Adams  ;  and  Mrs.  Adams  debited  me  to  flay  in  the 
houfe,  till  the  woman  was  quite  gone  ;  and  told  me,  it  was  a 
happy  thing  that  I  had  lofl  none  of  my  money ;  for  the 
woman  that  came  with  me  was  a  common  flreet- walker,  and 
a  flrumpet  of  the  town.  Three  or  four  minutes  after  this,  I 
went  down  flairs,  intending  to  go  home  ;  but  as  I  was  going 
away,  the  prifoner.  Car,  flood  at  the  kitchen-door,  and 
beckoned  to  me.  I  went  to  him,  and  he  told  me,  Sir,  you 
was  with  a  common  flrumpet  and  pick-pocket  ;  and  hedefired 
to  know,  whether  I  had  lofl  any  money  ;  telling  me,  if  I 
had,  the  gentlewoman  of  the  houfe  would  come  into  fcandal, 
and  would  be  blamed.  He  appearing  like  a  gentleman,  with 
a  fiLer- laced  cvaiilcoat,  I  thought  he  would  ufe  me  like  a 
gentleman;  fo  at  his  requefl,  I  went  into  the  kitchen.  There 
were  he,  Mr.  Car,  the  prifoner,  Adams,  Mrs.  Prevofl,  the 
two  drawers,  and  another  man  and  a  woman,  all  in  the  kitchen; 
three  women  and  four  men  in  all,  befides  myfelf.  They  de^ 
fired  me  to  do  it,  and  I  did  tell  out  the  money  which  I  had 
told  over  before,  and  informed  them,  1  had  lofl  nothing.  Mr. 
Car  faid,  he  was  very  glad  I  had  not,  and  called  tor  a  bottle  of 
wine  to  treat  rue. 

Jg>.  Did 
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3.  Did  you  know  him  before  ? 

Shiarrington.  No,  I  never  faw  him  before  in  my  life,  but 
it  was  at  his  requed,  that  I  told  over  my  money  in  the  kitch¬ 
en,  and  he  infifted  upon  treating  me,  telling  me,  it  fhould  not 
be  at  my  expence.  I  (thinking  myfelf  very  fate)  fat  down, 
and  drank  part  of  his  bottle  of  wine,  and,  when  that  bottle 
was  out,  I  called  for  another,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Car’s  bot¬ 
tle.  When  this  bottle  was  drank  out,  we  had  another,  and 
he  and  I  were  to  club  our  (hilling  a~piece  for  it.  ’Twas  at 
Mr.  Car’s  requed  that  i  (laid  all  this  while:  for  he  told  me, 
it  would  be  dangerous  for  me  to  go  out,  before  the  woman 

was  quite  gene - fhe  might,  he  faid,  fet  feme  body  upon 

me,  to  rob  me,  or  knock  me  down,  or  carry  me  away  to 
another  houfe ;  therefore  he  deiired  me  to  flay  :  though  the 
woman  was  out  of  the  houfe,  yet  (he  faid)  fhe  might  (land 
about  the  door,  to  watch  for  my  coming  out.  It  was  between 
one  and  two  o’clock  when  the  third  bottle  was  out:  then  he 
tola  me,  he  thought  it  too  late  for  me  to  go  home,  and  that 
I  might  (lay  there  all  night,  alluring  me,  I  ihould  be  very 
fafe.  a  On  his  nerfuading  me,  and  telling  me  how  dangerous 
it  would  be  for  me,  with  a  charge  of  money  about  me,  to  go 
out  at  that  time  of  night,  I  agreed  to  flay,  and  Mr.  Car  told 
me,  he  would  himfelf  fee  me  up  (lairs,  and  fafe  in  bed ;  the 
red  of  the  company  (aid,  they  would  all  fee  me  fafe  in  bed  ; 
fo  all  tbofe,  who  were  in  the  kitchen,  went  up  (lairs  with 
me.  There  were  the  two  drawers,  Mr.  Car,  Mrs.  Prevod, 
Mrs.  Adams  the  prifoner,  another  man  and  woman, —they  all 
went  up  with  me.  I  paid  rny  reckoning  before  I  went  up, 
and  had  the  red  of  the  money  in  my  pocket.  But  I  had  not 
been  two  minutes  in  the  room,  before  Mr.  Car  feized  me  by 
the  throat  with  his  left  hand,  and  having  a  cafe-knife  in  his 
right-hand,  he  (wore  he  would  cut  my  throat  if  I  made  a 
noife.  Seven  people  were  then  prefent,  and  they  threw 
me  down  on  the  floor ;  fome  of  them  held  my  legs,  and  fome 
my  arms.  Mr.  Car  with  the  aflSAance  of  the  two  drawers, 
threw  me  down,  and  when  I  lay  on  the  floor,  he  (wore  feve- 
ral  oaths,  that  if  I  made  the  lead  reiidance  or  noife,  he  would 
cut  my  throat  from  ear  to  ear.  Then  he  took  my  money  out 
of  my  pocket,  and  my  ring  off*  my  finger ;  the  money  he  put 
into  my  hat,  which  lay  on  the  floor  :  he  took  from  me  ninety- 
three  guineas,  and  about  eight  or  ten  (hillings  in  filver.  T  hen 
they  gave  me  liberty  to  fit  down  on  a  chair,  and  I  faw  Car 
didribute  my  money  to  the  people  in  the  room. 

Was  Mrs.  Prevod  and  Mrs.  Adams  (the  prifoner) 

prefent  ? 

Sluarrington . 
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ghiarrlngton.  Yes  :  I  was  refolved  to  cry  out  when  they 
threw  me  down,  hut  Mrs.*  Adams  (the  prifoner)  flopped  my 
mouth  with  an  handkerchief.  Mrs.  Prevofl  held  one  of  my 
legs,  while  Car  took  the  money  out  of  my  pocket.  After  this, 
they  faid,  I  feemed  to  be  much  fuprized ;  fo  Mr,  Car  or¬ 
dered  the  drawer  to  go  down  for  a  couple  of  bottles  of  wine. 
When  the  wine  came  up,  they  filled  a  glafs,  which  I  believe 
was  a  full  pint  glafs,  and  with  bitter  oaths  and  imprecations, 
they  forced  me  to  drink  it  off.  Then  they  filled  another,  and 
made  me  drink  that.  And  a  third  was  filled,  which  I  drank 
half  off,  and  then  could  not  get  down  any  more.  T wo  glaffes 
and  a  half  they  forced  me  to  drink— (the  two  firfl  of  which 
were  filled  up  to  the  brim)  then  I  told  them,  if  they  killed 
me,  I  could  not  drink  any  more  ;  upon  which  they  undreffed 
me,  and  forced  me  into  bed,  and  left  me,  fwearing,  That  if 
1  made  the  leaf!  noife,  they  would  come  and  cut  my  throat, 
to  prevent  my  telling  tales.  Thefe  (as  near  as  I  can  remem¬ 
ber)  are  the  very  words  they  made  ufe  of. 

1  lay  very  imeafy  till  about  nine  or  ten  the  next  morning, 
fearing,  if  I  ftirred,  my  life  would  be  taken  away :  and  then 
hearing  people  go  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  ftreets,  I 
ventured  to  drefs  myfelf ;  then  I  crept  down  flairs,  and  ftole 
cut  of  the  houfe  unobferved.  I  immediately  went  to  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Billers  for  a  warrant  for  thefe  people,  but  he  not  being 
in  town,  I  returned  as  fail  as  I  could  to  the  conffable  of  the 
parifh,  and  thought  to  have  taken  them  up  without  a  warrant; 
but  he  did  not  care  to  do  that.  Then  remembering  I  had 
heard  Car's  name  mentioned  in  the  company,  I  enquired  for 
one  Car,  an  attorney,  and  a  porter  at  the  middle- Temple  told 
me,  there  was  one  Car  lived  in  Elm-Court.  I  found  out  his 
chambers,  and  afked  the  young  fellow  that  goes  for  his  clerk, 
if  Mr.  Car  was  within?  He  faid,  No.  I  afked  him,  when 
he  would  be  at  home  ?  He  could  not  inform  me.  I  enquired 
if  he  was  out  of  town?  He  could  not  tell  whether  he  was 
or  not. 

4>.  Did  you  never  fee  the  prifoner.  Car,  before  ? 
ghiarringion .  No,  nor  Mrs.  Adams  neither;  but  I  am 
fure  they  are  the  very  perfons  that  did  what  I  have  re¬ 
lated. 

One  thing,  my  lord,  I  have  forgot.  Mr.  Bird,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam’s  clerk,  advifed  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Jones,  thinking  he 
might  affifl  me  in  getting  my  money  again  ;  and  I  went  to 
his  houfe,  but  he  was  not  at  home.  I  have  no  more  to  fay, 
but  I  have  fworn  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
jT  How  were  the  prifoners  apprehended? 

'uarringUn , 
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Qua)  rington .  Mr.  Car  was  apprehended  firft  at  his  cham¬ 
bers,  and  he  gave  diredions  where  we  might  find  Adams  and 
Prevoft,  but  Prevoft  was  fled. 

Were  the  directions  right  which  he  gave  you  ? 

Quarrington.  I  did  not  go  with  the  conftable  to  find  them. 
He  and  Air.  Jones  s  man,  upon  Car  s  information,  found  out, 
and  took  Adams. 

Council .  How  long  was  you  in  company  with  the  woman 
you  firft  brought  into  the  houfe  ? 

^uarrington.  About  half  an  hour. 

Council.  Did  you  go  immediately  to  this  houfe  after  vou 
pick’d  her  up?  ,  *  ' 

£)uat  rington.  Some  words  were  fpoken,  to  be  fure,  and 
then  I  went  with  her  to  this  tavern,  and  was  there  with  her 
only  about  half  an  hour. 

' Council .  You  had  been  at  the  alehoufe  before,  and  I  fup- 
pofe  had  drank  a  good  many  pots  of  beer ;  how  much  might 
you  have  drank  before  you  come  to  the  Angel  ? 

Harrington .  About  three  pints  of  beer  to  my  own  fhare, 
I  believe. 

Council.  But  then  you  fay,  you  had  a  bottle  of  wine  with 
the  firft  woman. 

ghiarringtoon.  Yes,  but  I  did  not  drink  one  glafs  of  it. 
In  fuch  houfes,  ’tis  ufual  to  call  for  fomething.  I  drank  none 
of  the  wine :  and  as  for  the  woman,  I  know  nothing  of  her, 
any  further  than  by  converfation. 

Council.  But  you  drank  liberally  below  ftairs  ? 

^uarrington.  No,  I  did  not- - -Car  treated  me  with 

a  bottle. 

Council.  And  you  genteely  called  for  another,  and  then 
there  was  a  third,  and  a  fourth. 

ghiar rington.'  No,  Sir,  there  was  no  more  than  the  third, 
and  that  we  joined  for. 

Council.  Was  you  fober  ? 

't  Quarrington.  I  can’t  fay  I  was  fober,  nor  was  I  fo  far  in 
liquor,  but  I  knew  every  thing  that  palled. 

Council.  Then  was  you  half  Teas  over? 

Quarrington.  Yes,  as  you  call  it. 

Council.  So  after  you  had  drank  this  wine,  they  all  of 
them  waited  upon  you  to  bed  ? 

Q uarrington .  They  did  fo,  fir  :  and  when  they  had  got  me 
up  ftairs,  they  robbed  me. 

Council.  And  will  you  ftand  to  that,  fir  ? 

^uarrington.  Yes:  as  I  am  on  my  oath  before  the  great 
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God,  I  fay  nothing  that  is  untrue.  I  have  no  intereft  in  pro- 
fecuting  the  prifoners. 

Council .  I  think  you  fay,  you  crept  unobferved  out  of  the 
houfe,  the  next  morning  ? 

£)uarrington.  Yes,  I  few  Prevoft  and  Adams  in  the  kitch¬ 
en,  but  I  run  out  of  doors. 

Council .  And  did  you  alarm  the  neighbours  when  you  got 

out  ?  #  , 

^uarrington.  I  went  to  Sir  MBlliam  Billers  as  fa>.t  as  1 

could,  but  I  did  not  (peak  to  the  neighbours.  I  did  not  well 
know  which  way  to  proceed. 

Council  Did"  not  Mrs.  Prevoft  and  Mrs,  Adams  ofter  to 

ftop  you  when  you  run  out  ?  ^ 

Quarrington,  No,  I  crept  clown  flairs,  ane  run  out  di- 
reaiy  to  Sir  William  Billers.  When  I  returned  they  were 
gone,  and  the  doors  were  ftmt  up.  The  ho  afe  was  ihut  up 
about  half  an  hour  after  I  got  out. 

Council  Are  you  fare  of  that  ? 

£hiarrington.  I  will  not  fwear  exadtly  to  the  time  j  hut  it 
was  fhut  up  in  the  time  of  my  going  to,  and  returning  Irom 

Sir  William’s  and  Mr.  Jones’s. 

Council  What  account  did  you  give  to  Mrs.  Jones  . 
^uarrington .  I  was  not  very  particular  in  my  account  to 
her,  nor  did  I  mention  Mir.  Car’s  name  to  her.^  What  figni- 
fied  my  mentioning  the  particulars  to  a  woman  r 

Jury.  We  defire  his  lordlhip  w7ould  pieale  to  afk  the 
queftions  that  are  proper,  and  that  the  man  may  not  be 
interrupted. 

Car. '  When  the  woman  you  picked  up  was  turned  down 
flairs,  and  you  followed,  you  fey  I  oeckoned  to  you.  Pray, 

in  what  position  was  I  when  you  few  me  ? 

§uarringtcn.  He  was  Handing  at  the  kitchen  door,  and  he 

beckoned  me  in. 

Car.  Who  did  you  fee  in  my  chambers  betides  my 

clerk  ?  .  T  , 

Quarrington.  I  few  a  woman  wafliing  a  room,  but  1  don  t 

know  who  (he  was. 

Car .  What  name  did  you  go  by  that  night  ? 

^uarringion.  I  never,  mentioned  what  my  name  was. 

Car.  What  did  you  declare  to  my  clerk,  and  to  the  wo¬ 
man  you  few  in  my  chambers  ? 

£)uarrington.  1  faid  I  had  been  roooed,  and  then  I  went 
down  flairs,  and  faid  nothing  further.  I  did  not  mention 
who  had  robbed  me.  ^ 
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Car.  What  declaration  did  you  make  to  the  conftable  that 
you  went  to  firft  ? 

Quarrington .  I  told  him  what  money  I  had  been  robbed 
of ;  1  mentioned  my  ring,  and  defined  him  to  go  to  the  houfe 
and  take  up  the  people.  I  told  him  likewife,  that  I  had  found 
out  an  attorney  of  the  Temple,  who  was  concerned. 

Car .  What  time  did  you  go  to  that  conftable  ? 

Quarrington .  The  next  day,  about  twelve  at  noon  :  and 
I  told  him,  I  had  found  where  you  might  be  taken ;  but  as 
the  conftable  did  not  approve  of  taking  you  without  a  war¬ 
rant,  I  did  not  then  tell  him  the  whole  of  the  ftory. 

Car .  Wrhat  did  my  man  fay,  when  you  came  to  take 
me  ? 

Quarrington.  I  afked  him  if  you  was  within  ?  He  did 
not  fpeak  in  a  minute  or  two,  feeing  a  conftable  ;  but  you 
happened  to  open  a  door  in  another  room,  I  perceived  you, 
and  faid,  There’s  the  man  that  robbed  me;  you  was  frighted, 

as  your  confcience  pleaded  guilty, - you  knew  it  to  be 

too  true. 

Car .  Did  not  you  go  into  the  kitchen  when  you  came 
down  in  the  morning  ? 

^Harrington .  No ;  I  faw  Prevoft  and  Adams  in  the  kit¬ 
chen,  but  I  did  not  fpeak  to  them. 

Car .  And  did  you  fee  nobody  but  Prevoft  and  Adams  in 
the  kitchen  ? 

^Harrington .  Yes,  another  woman  that  was  there  the 
night  before,  and  fhe  was  crying  out, — or  was  very  forrowful 
about  fomething. 

Prifoner  Ad  ms.  Did  not  you  come  into  the  kitchen  for 
your  hat  and  cane  ? 

^Harrington.  No,  nor  did  I  fpeak  to  you  or  any  one 
elfe. 

Car.  Why  did  not  you  call  out  of  the  windows  ? 

^Harrington.  I  was  frighted  with  your  threats  and  the 
drawer’s,  and  I  thought,  if  I  ftirred,  I  fhould  have  my  throat 
cut. — I  durft  not  ftir. 

Did  you  fleep  any  part  of  the  night  ? 

^Harrington.  I  believe  I  flept  about  half  an  hour. 

Car .  Did  you  eat  nothing  in  the  kitchen  that  night  ? 

^Harrington.  Yes,  fome  cold  lamb,  and  I  cut  my  finger 
I  remember ;  and  I  remember  that  you  called  Mrs.  Adams, 
your  dear  Betfy,  and  fhe  called  you,  her  dear  Tommy. 

Adams.  Did  not  the  woman  you  brought  in,  rob  you  of 
15  guineas  and  a  half? 

] Harrington .  No,  fhe  robbed  me  of  nothing. 

20  X  x  Adams * 
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Adams.  Did  not  you  offer  to  fpend  a  guinea  in  the 
houfe,  and  to  give  the  drawers  money  for  taking  care  of 
you  ? 

Ahiarrington .  I  did  give  the  drawer  a  (hilling,  that 
was  fo  officious  as  to  tell  me  the  woman  was  picking  my 
pocket. 

Adams.  Was  not  you  fo  drunk,  that  the  drawer  carried 
you  up  ffairs  upon  his  back  ? 

Ahiarrington.  No,  I  walked  up  myfelf,  nobody  affifted 
me. 

Adams.  Tt  ffgniffes  nothing  to  afk  him  any  more  queftions, 
he  denies  them  all. 

Car „  Why  did  }tgu  not  indi<5k  Mrs.  Prevoft,  and  the 
drawers  ? 

Ahmrnngton,  Becaufe  I  was  told,  that  it  figniffed  nothing 
to  indict  them,  unlefs  they  had  been  in  cuffody. 

Car.  Did  you  give  the  fame  account  in  your  information, 
that  you  have  done  now  ? 

Ahtarrhgton .  The  truth  will  never  err :  1  think  I  gave 
the  fame  account  in  that,  as  I  have  done  now. 

William  Stamper.  I  fettled  an  affair  with  the  profecutor  a 
night,  or  a  night  or  two,  before  he  was  robbed,  and  he  in¬ 
vited  me  to  come  and  dine  with  him  the  next  Sunday  ;  1  went, 
and  he  told  me  he  had  met  with  a  great  misfortune,  and  con- 
fcffed  he  had  picked  up  a  woman,  and  had  carried  her  to  the 
Angel.  He  told  me  that  ihe  was  toon  turned  out  of  the  houfe, 
but  that  he  had  been  robbed  by  feveral  people,  mentioning  no 
names.  I  told  him.  That  Angel  was  the  Worft  Angel  within 
the  walls  of  the  city",  except  the  Angel  in  Bifhopfgate- Street, 
they  are  both  Angels.  He  informed  me,  that  he  had  loft 
ninety-three  guineas,  and  a  diamond  ring  worth  81. 
gT  Did  he  fay  he  was  robbed  by  the  ffrft  woman  ? 

Stamper .  No,  he  faid  {he  was  turned  out  of  the  houfe, 
becaufe  ihe  was  not  one  of  mother  Prevoft’s  does.  He  gave 
me  no  account  then  of  the  robbery,  but  afterwards  he 
digefted  every  thing  into  an  affidavit  before  Sir  William 
Billers.  On  the  Monday  after  the  robbery,  he  came  and  told 
me  that  one  Car,  of  the  Temple,  was  one  of  the  perfons  that 
had  robbed  him.  I  faid,  I  remembered  a  perfon  of  that  name, 
whom  I  knew  fome  years  ago ;  and  when  Car  was  brought 
to  Alderman  Billers’s  office,  my  curiofity  led  me  to  go  to  fee 
him.  I  found  him  telling  the  fiery  to  Mr.  Bird,  and  that  it  was 
the  fame  perfon  that  I  had  formerly  known  in  Bridges-Sfreet. 
The  prifoner  Car  knew  me,  and  told  me,  that  the  profecu¬ 
tor,  difguifed  in  liquor,  brought  a  woman  into  the  Angel, 
‘  •  •  whom 
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he  knew  to  be  a  common  pick-picket ;  that  file  was  turned 
out  of  the  houfe,  and  that  he.  Car  himfelf,  bid  him  examine 
his  pockets;  upon  which  the  profecutor  (he  faid)  pulled  out 
ninety-three  guineas.  Car  told  me,  he  faw  the  ninety-three 
guineas,  and  that  the  profecutor  returned  him  many  thanks 
for  his  care,  and  defired  him  to  accept  of  a  bottle  of  wine, 
which  he  did;  and  then  (he  faid)  they  had  another,  which 
made  the  profecutor  fo  drunk,  that  he  was  carried  upon  a 
young  fellow’s  (boulders  to  bed.  This  was  the  ftory  that  Car 
told  me  at  Sir  William  Billers’s  office. 

Do  you  know  the  profecutor? 

Stamper .  I  have  known  him  a  year  :  during  which  time, 
I  never  heard  any  harm  of  him.  He  lives  upon  his  means ; 
having  married  a  woman  of  fome  fortune. 

Francis  Lane ,  conftable.  He  gave  exactly  the  fame  ac¬ 
count  with  Mr.  Stamper  ;  that  Mr.  Car  owned  he  called  the 
profecutor  into  the  kitchen,  that  he  advifed  h’m  to  tell  his 
money  over,  and  that  he  faw  him  pull  out  eighty  guineas 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  thirteen  guineas  ke  kept  in 
his  hand. 

Car.  Did  not  I  order  my  laundrefs  to  go  with  you  to  the 
place  where  Mrs.  Adams  might  be  found  ? 

^uarrington.  Yes,  and  (he  went  with  us,  and  enquired 
for  her.  When  (he  appeared  we  took  her,  and  (he  immedi¬ 
ately  cried  out, - Oh  !  you  are  a  bafe  jade  for  detecting  me. 

No  one  knew  where  to  find  me  but  you. 

Adams^  to  the  conftable.  Did  not  you  leave  me  in  the 
ftreet,  while  you  went  into  a  cook’s  (hop  for  a  dram  of 

gin  *? 

Conjiable .  No,  my  lord,  (he  was  never  out  of  my  fight: 
nor  did  I  go  any  where  for  a  drain  of  gin. 

Car.  Might  not  I  have  efcaped  ? 

Conftable .  No,  I  believe  not ;  I  took  care  that  you  (hould 

not. 

Adams.  My  lord,  I  don’t  fee  that  ’tis  to  any  purpofe  to 
afk  them  any  more  queftions,  when  they  deny  all. 

Mr.  Deveil.  Some  few  days  ago, — X  cannot  exactly  recoi¬ 
led  the  time, — Mr.  Quarrington  applied  to  me  for  a  warrant 
to  take  up  the  perfons  that  are  untaken ;  and  he  told  me  this 
ftory  exadJy  agreeable  to  the  evidence  he  has  now  given.  I 
have  known  him  and  his  parents  a  great  while  ;  I  never  heard 
any  harm  of  him  in  my  life ;  I  believe  him  to  be  an  honed: 
man,  and  have  heard  he  has  married  a  woman  of  good  for¬ 
tune,  but  his  life  and  converfation  fince  his  marriage  I  know 
very  little  of. 
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Mr.  Car.  Mrs.  Prevoft  is  the  widow  of  one  Prevoft,  who 
was  niafter  of  the  king’s  feal  office,  in  the  King’s  Bench  and 
Common  Pleas,  and  I  thought  my  acquaintance  with  her  not 
degrading.  I  did  bufinefs  for  her  as  an  attorney,  and  was 
fpoke  to  by  Mr.  Stevens,  an  officer,  to  attend  her  this  night : 
Mr.  Salt  can  inform  the  court  what  my  bufinefs  was,  and  he 
likewife  knows  the  reafon  of  my  being  in  the  kitchen  that 
very  night.  I  fhall  prove  that  I  was  at  home,  and  in  bed  in 
my  chambers  in  the  Temple,  by  one  o  clock,  before  the 
Temple  watchmen  went  one  o’clock.  I  will  prove,  that  next 
morning  Mrs.  Prevoft  fent  for  me,  and  that  I  met  Mr.  Salt 
afterwards  at  Hicks’s  Hall  ;  that  the  profecutor  toid  my  clerk 
how  he  was  robbed,  and  promifed  to  reward  him  if  he  would 
help  him  to  find  out  the  people  out  of  the  houfe.  I  was  an¬ 
gry  when  I  heard  the  profecutor  had  been  to  enquire  for  me, 
that  they  did  not  afk  him  where  he  lived.  On  the  12th  of 

September,  one  John  Andrews,  a  joiner,  or  a  carpenter,- - * 

a  man  of  evil  fame,- - the  man  that  made  Rudkins’ s  will,  he 

came  to,  and  told  me,  that  a  fchoolfellow  of  his  had  been 
robbed  of  ninety-three  guineas  at  the  Angel,  and  if  I  did  not 
find  out  the  perfons  before  the  money  was  all  fpent,  the  man 
would  fwear  the  robbery  againft  me ;  he  faid  I  muft  come 
down  the  whole,  or  the  beft  part  of  the  money.  I  told  him, 

I  would  endeavour  to  find  out  Mrs.  Prevoft  and  the  drawers, 
but  the  people  had  carried  off  all  their  goods,  and  were  gone 
off.  The  man  told  me,  if  I  had  no  money,  I  had  good  books, 
and  muft  make  money  of  them.  I  never  kept  out  of  the 
way  upon  this  account.  1  was  fent  for  to  Hampftead  upon 
bufinefs,  but  I  refufed  to  go,  becaufe  it  fhould  not  be  fufpetted 
that  I  kept  out  of  the  way. 

The  Monday  after  the  robbery,  two  gentlemen  came  from 
Greenwich,  where  l  live  in  as  much  reputation  as  any  man 
that  pra&ifcth  the  law  in  the  whole  place,  and  when  I  told 
them  I  was  to  be  fworn  into  a  robbery,  they  laughed  at 

The  Wednefday  following  this,  Andrews  came  again,  and 
I  afked  him  to  let  me  fee  the  gentleman  ;  he  faid,  No,  1  (hould 
not.  I  told  him  I  would  advertife  the  people,  and  endeavour 
to  take  them  up :  but  he  told  me  that  would  fignify  nothing, 
and  immediately  he  took  a  fheet  of  paper,  and  fell  to  writing, 

This  deponent  maketh  oath,— - without  letting  down  any 

name;  and  what  he  then  wrote  was  very  different  from  what 
the  profecutor  has  faid  now.  It  is  very  unlikely  I  fhouid  be 
concerned  with  Mrs.  Prevoft  and  Mrs.  Adams,  and  two  Irilli 

drawers,  in  executing  a  robbery.  I  was  fo  far  from  calling 

?  the 
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the  profecutor  into  the  kitcherf,  that  I  fat  with  my  leg  up 
in  a  chair  when  he  came  in,  and  told  us,  he  did  not  know 
how  to  make  us  all  amends,  for  coming  into  fo  honeft  a 
houfe. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stevens  depofed.  That  he  informed  Mr. 
Car  that  Mrs.  Prevoft  defired  him  to  call  upoii  her  for  in- 
ftru&ions,  in  order  to  his  being  employed  in  defending  her  at 
Hicks’s-Hall ;  an  information  being  there  lodged  againft  her, 
for  keeping  a  diforderly  houfe. 

Mr.  Salt  depofed.  That  he  was  concerned  in  the  profecution 
of  Mrs.  Prevoft,  for  keeping  a  diforderly  houfe,  and  that  Mr. 
Car  appeared  in  her  defence,  and  he  feemed  not  to  be  under 
any  concern. 

C,  Mr.  Car  is  not  to  be  tried  by  his  looks,  but  by  his 
a&ions. 

-  John  Crafier.  Mr.  Salt  ferved  me  with  a  fubpocna  on 
Friday  night,  for  me  to  appear  at  Hicks’s-Hall  againft  Mrs. 
Prevoft.  She  fent  for  me  to  her  that  night;  and  there  I 
found  Mr.  Car  and  Mrs.  Prevoft,  with  forpe  other  neigh¬ 
bours  who  were  fubpeena’d  with  me  on  the  fame  account. 
Mr.  Car  told  us  that  we  need  not  obey  the  fubpeenas,  for 
they  were  not  legal  ones.  We  left  the  houfe  about  twelve 
o’clock  that  night,  and  left  Car  behind  us.  There  were  Mr. 
Car,  Mrs.  Adams,  and  Mrs.  Prevoft,  and  one  Mr.  Spidel. 
I  did  not  fee  Quarrington  there. 

Robert  Thomlinfon  gave  an  account,  that  he  was  fent 
by  a  woman  from  the  Angel  to  fetch  Mr.  Car  from  his 
chambers,  No.  4,  in  Elm-Court,  in  the  Temple.  That 
when  he  returned  to  the  Angel,  he  faw  the  woman  cry¬ 
ing  ;  that  ftie  bid  him  come  again  in  two  hours  for  his 
money,  which  he  did,  according  to  her  orders,  but  found 
the  doors  all  fhut  up,  and  that  he  never  had  any  thing  for  his 
job. 

Charus  Philllpfon .  I  am  clerk  to  Mr.  Car.  On  Sa¬ 
turday  the  tenth  of  September,  while  my  rtiafter  was  at 
Hicks’s-Hall,  attending  Mrs.  Prevoft’s  affair,  the  profe- 
cutor  came  to  the  chambers  to  enquire  for  Mr.  Car.  I  told 
him  he  was  not  at  home  ;  he  faid  he  came  about  a  thing 
which  would  be  of  great  advantage;  but  he  would  not  leave 
his  name  nor  his  bufinefs :  at  laft  he  faid  he  had  been  robbed 
at  the  Angel,  by  the  people  of  the  houfe.  Upon  this  I  called 
tVe  laundrefs,  and  he  told  her  the  fame,  fde  did  not  charge 
Mr.  Car,  nor  mention  his  name;  he  only  in  general  charged 
the  people  of  the  houfe,  and  defired  to  know  if  my  mafter 
could  give  any  intelligence  of  them.  He  told  us  likewife,  that 

when 
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when  he  came  down  in  the  morning,  he  acquainted  them 
that  he  had  been  robbed,  and  that  he  went  out  in  order  to  afk 
advice  of  a  friend,  but  when  he  returned,  the  houfe  was  fhut 
up,  and  the  people  were  fled. 

4>.  What  time  did  your  m after  come  home  that 

night  ? 

Phillipfon.  To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  it  was  be¬ 
fore  the  watchman  went  one.  At  that  time  he  had  a  leg  in  fo 
much  hazard,  that  no  man  could  think  him  capable  of  taking 
a  man  by  the  collar  and  robbing  him.  He  had  nine  holes  in 
his  leg,  and  he  could  not  walk  up  flairs  without  refting  him- 
felf.  On  Monday  the  twelfth  of  September,  one  Andrews 
came  to  the  chambers  to  enquire  for  my  mafter,  and  he  toltjr 
me  he  came  about  one  Wdlion,  and  faid,  it  was  a  fad  affair, 
and  he  was  forry  for  Mr.  Car,  but  this  Wiifon  was  a  fchool- 
fellow  of  his,  a  particular  friend,  and  had  been  robbed,  and  if 
my  mafter  did  not  compound  and  fettle  the  affair,  it  would  be 

fworn  upon  him.  >  >  Jp"  >  fj 

&K  How  do  you  know  this  Andrews  meant  the  profecutor, 

when  he  talked  of  Wiifon  ? 

Phillipfon .  Becaufe  he  mentioned  the  Angel,  and  I  fup- 
pofe  there  had  not  been  two  robberies  committed  there. 

gjuarrington .  My  lord,  if  I  may  fpeak,  this  Andrews  I 
know  nothing  of ;  I  never  faw  him  in  my  life. 

6),  Was  this  Andrews  acquainted  with  your  mafter  ? 

Phillipfon  he  was  concerned  with  him  fome  time  ago,  in  a 
diftrefs  that  was  made  at  Wapping. 

Martha  Grainger ,  the  laundrefs.  I  have  forgot  the 
day  of  the  month,  but  I  remember  it  was  on  Saturday, 
about  half  an  hour  after  one,  that  the  profecutor  came  to  en¬ 
quire  for  my  mafter  ;  he  happened  not  to  be  at  home.--  — 
The  clerk  afked  him  his  buflnefs,  and  he  informed  us,  that 
he  had  been  in  my  mafteffs  company  at  the  Angel  the  night 
before,  and  after  Mr.  Car  was  gone,  he  was  robbed  ^of 
ninety-three  guineas,  and  eleven  {hi Slings  in  filver,  and  of  a 
ring  which  he  valued  at  eight  guineas.  He  did  not  iay  who 
robbed  him,  but  he  told  us,  that  he  lay  there  ail  night, 
and  got  up  in  the  morning ;  that  he  came  down  flairs,  and 
complained  to  the  woman  of  the  houfe  that  he  was  robbed, 
and  then  he  faid  he  went  out  to  advife  with  a  friend  ;  but 
when  he  returned,  the  houfe  was  fhut  up,  and  the  people 
were  all  gone.  He  told  us,  he  fhould  be  glad  if  Mr.  Car 
could  give  him  any  information  of  them,  and  where  they 
were  gone.  He  did  not  then  pretend  that  my  mafter  was  con¬ 
cerned.  I  afked  him  if  he  fufpeckd  any  pesfon  in  particular  ? 

And 
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And  he  told  us,  No,  he  did  not.  I  have  looked  after  Mr*. 
Car’s  Chambers  eight  years. 

4^.  Are  you  married  ? 

Grainger.  No,  I  was  hired  to  do  his  bufinefs. 

Car.  What  time  was  I  a  bed  that  night  ? 

Grainger.  Before  the  watchman  came  one  o’clock.  I  was 
not  a  bed  when  he  came  home ;  he  ordered  me  to  get  him  a 
clean  fhirt  againft  morning.  At  this  time  he  was  lame,  and 
had  nine  holes  in  his  legs. 

C.  But  he  could  walk  about. 

Grainger.  Yes,  with  his  garters  untied,  and  he  could 
not  get  up  two  pair  of  (fairs  without  reding.  My  mailer 
was  very  angry,  becaufe  we  did  not  a fk  the  profecutor  where 
he  lived,  and  he  told  us,  if  he  came  again,  he  mult  fee  him. 
Accordingly,  when  he  came  again,  my  mailer  was  coming 
out  of  his  (ludy,  upon  which  the  profecutor  turned  round, 
and  brought  in  the  conftable,  and  faid,  there  is  your  pri- 
foner. 

"Jane  Lucas.  I  was  fervant  in  the  houfe  when  the  robbery 
was  committed  ;  I  went  to  bed  that  night  about  twelve,  and 
I  left  in  the  kitchen  only  my  miflrefs,  the  tv/o  prifoners,  and 
the  two  drawers,  no  foul  elfe  was  there. 

Why,  was  not  the  profecutor  there  ? 

Lucas ,  O  !  yes,  the  man  that  loft  his  money. 

44  Were  not  the  drawers  in  the  kitchen  ? 

Lucas.  No,  Edwards  and  Travers,  that  we  called  Nat, 
were  about  the  houfe,  but  not  in  the  kitchen,  I  heard  no 
noife  all  night ;  but  next  morning,  when  I  got  up,  I  found 
the  ftreet-door  a-jar,  I  imagined  the  drawers  had  forgot  to  (hut 
it  over  night ;  I  rung  the  bell  to  call  them  up,  and  my  mif- 
trefs  was  in  bed,  but  (he  called  to  me,  to  know  the  reafon 
why  Nat  was  not  come  down  :  I  went  up  to  fee  what  was  be¬ 
come  of  them,  and  I  found  their  bed  made,  and  that  they 
had  not  been  in  bed  all  night.  I  came  down,  and  told  Mrs. 
Prevoil  of  this,  and  fhe  was  affrighted,  Lord,  fays  (he,  they 
have  certainly  killed  the  man  j  run  and  call  Adams,  and  fee 
if  the  man  is  fafe.  I  went  up,  and  found  the  profecutor 
fnoring  in  bed,  then  I  ran  immediately  to  Mrs.  Prevoft:,  and 
told  her  the  man  fnored.  Lord,  fays  fhe  directly,  we  are  all 
ruined,  let  me  go  and  fee  what  l  am  about.  The  profecutor 
prefently  came  into  the  kitchen,  and  he  cried,  I  am  robbed  ! 
I  am  robbed  !  three  times  in  the  kitchen,  but  he  did  not 
charge  any  body  ;  and  away  he  went.  Mrs.  Prevoft  being 
very  timorous  and  fearful,  fhe  went  away  too,  becaufe  fhe 
did  not  know  where  to  go  nor  what  to  do.  Call  Betty  Adams, 
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fays  flie,  and  let  her  be  gone  too,  till  we  fee  whether  we  are 

fafe. 

6).  Was  any  one  in  the  kitchen  befide  yourfelf,  when  the 
man  faid  he  was  robbed  three  times  ? 

Lucas.  No,  there  was  none  but  himfelf ;  for  my  mif- 
trefs  was  doing  her  things  up  in  the  bar - -file  was  fo  af¬ 

frighted. 

SSL  Why,  did  not  you  fay,  your  miftrefs  was  in  bed  ? 
Lucas.  Yes,  Sir. 

6).  Why,  when  did  the  man  come  down,  and  fay  he  was 
robbed  ? 

Lucas.  While  we  two  were  talking  of  it,  (he  m  bed  ; 
but  file  got  up.- — She  laid  in  a  little  room  behind  the 

bar.  #  . 

6).  But,  when  the  man  came  into  the  kitchen,  and  laid 

he  was  robbed,  {he  was  in  fome  confufion,  and  was  for  pack¬ 
ing  up  her  things  to  be  gone  ? 

Lucas.  Yes,  Sir.  1  And  indeed  I  te  11  the  truth  of 
the  thing,  was  it  for  K— g  G— — e,  I  would  not  tell  a  lie  to 
damn  my  foul. 

&K  What  were  the  words  file  made  ufe  of  when  lhe 
heard  the  man  fay  he  was  robbed  ? 

Lucas.  I  cannot  tell  whether  file  heard  the  man  fay  he  was 


robbed  or  no. 

j5).  Why,  you  fay  {he  cried  out  {he  was  ruined,  and  un¬ 
done  ? 

Lucas .  Yes,  Sir,  hut  that  was  before  the  man  came  down, 
and  file  bid  me  lock  up  the  doors,  till  Things  were  put  in 
order. 

The  prifoner  Adams,  Why,  did  not  the  man  come  into 
the  kitchen  for  his  hat  and  cane  ?  And  did  he  not  fpeak  to  me 


at  the  fame  time  ? 

Lucas .  I  cannot  fwear  whether  Mrs.  Adams  was  there  or 
not  ? 

C.  You  faid,  there  twas  none  but  you  in  the  kitchen, 
when  the  man  came  down  flairs. 

Lucas.  Sir,  I  was  bufy  a  drefling  my  miftrefs,  I  was 
bufy  with  her  in  her  room,  and  {he  fent  me  to  call  Mrs» 
Adams. 

C.  To  give  her  notice  to  go  off,  was  it  not? 

Lucas.  Yes,  Sir. 

Jofeph  Allen .  All  I  know  of  the  master  is  this,  this  crea¬ 
ture,  Lucas,  lived  with  me  about  fix  months,  and  I  believe 
her  to  be  an  honeft,  harmlefs  creature.  I  fent  a  porter  to 

Mr.  Car  in  Newgate,  to  let  him  know  file  had  lived  with  me. 

1  know 
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I  know  Mr.  Car,  and  have  employed  him,  and  paid  him.  I 
know  no  harm  of  him,  not  I. 

Ehz.  Brijlow .  I  live  over  the  way,  and  fell  greens.  On 
that  Saturday  morning,  I  think  it  was  laft  Saturday  was  three 
weeks,  I  heard  a  great  mournings  between  eight  and  nine  in 
the  morning,  and  I  heard  a  man  fay,  Oh!  Oh!  Oh  !  I  am 
undone  !  what  fhall  I  do  ?  Give  me  my  money  and  ring  ! 
and  another  voice  faid,  What  would  you  have  me  do?  I  can 
do  nothing  till  they  come  :  then  I  loft  the  voice,  and  pre- 
fently  the  houfe  was  {hut  up. 

Dr.  Lilly.  I  have  known  the  prifoner  Car  fome  years, 
he  was  well  born  and  educated,  but  I  have  had  no  great  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him.  I  thought  him  too  well  educated  to 
have  been  guilty  of  fuch  a  fail :  I  always  thought  him  an  honeft 
man. 

-  Mrs.  Jones.  The  gentleman  that  loft  his  money,  came 
to  enquire  for  Mr.  Jones,  by  Mr.  Bird’s  directions.  He 
faid  he  had  been  at  the  Angel  the  laft  night,  and  had  been 
robbed  of  feventy  guineas,  fome  filver,  and  his  watch  and 
ring.  The  woman  of  the  houfe  he  faid  took  his  money; 
he  named  none  elfe. 

Car ,  I  defire  John  Bundey  may  be  called ;  he  heard  Quar- 
rington’s  firft  complaint. 

Bundey .  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter,  only  I  heard 
Quarrington  tell  Mr.  Gold,  a  conftable,  that  he  had  been 
at  the  Angel,  all  night,  I  think,  and  Mr.  Car,  he  faid,  was 
up  flairs  with  him.  He  came  to  Mr.  Gold  to  take  charge  of 
him,  for  he  faid  that  Car  had  robbed  him  of  ninety-three 
guineas,  eight  or  ten  {hillings  in  filver,  and  a  diamond  ring. 

Mr.  Juftice  Poulfon,  William  Trigg,  Jofeph  White,  Thomas 
Hitchings,  James  Alder,  Andrew  Thompfon,  William  and 

Peter  Hack,  Charles  Bailey,  Edward  Mabert,  and - Par- 

doe,  always  took  the  prifoner  Car  to  be  an  honeft  man,  and 
never  heard  any  thing  like  this  of  him  before. 

Adams .  I  have  no  witneftes,  for  Mr.  Mabfon  told  me  the 
matter  was  made  up. 

Bartholomew  Smith.  Mabfon,  I  believe,  had  told  Mrs. 
Adams  that  the  affair  would  be  made  up,  for  I  went  to  her  in 
Newgate  laft  Tuefday,  and  {he  told  me  {he  fhould  have  no  oc¬ 
casion  to  trouble  her  friends,  for  Mabfon  had  been  with  her. 
Mr.  Quarrington  was  at  the  coffee-houfe  with  Mabfon,  and 
Mabfon  afked  him  what  he  intended  to  do  ?  He  replied,  he 
would  do  nothing  without  his  attorney. 

The  jury  found  both  the  prifoners  guilty.  Death, 

20  Y  y 
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* The  Ordinary  of  Newgate's  Account * 

Mr.  Thomas  Car  was  defcended  from  very  honeR  parents, 
foch  as  had  not  only  lived  in  affluence  and  reputation,  but  had 
made  fome  figure  in  the  world  :  his  father  dwelt  in  the  parifh 
of  St.  Paul,  Covent-Garden,  and  his  mother  is  Rill  living  : 
He  was  well  educated,  and  when  fit  for  bufinefs,  put  to  one 
Mr.  Walker,  in  PrincelV Street,  near  Covent- Garden,  a  Scri¬ 
vener,  or  Notary  Public,  in  the  aforefaid  parifh  ;  this,  and 
his  father’s  intereft  therein,  procured  him  the  place  of  veRry- 
clerk,  which  he  poffeffed  for  fome  years,  and  might  have  lived 
Very  handfomely  thereupon. 

The  firR,  and  indeed  the  principal  caufe  of  his  misfortunes, 
was  a  Rrong  inclination  to  a  voluptuous  lire  ;  if  he  would  have 
been  content  with  a  moderate  fubfiflence,  his  bufinefs  would 
very  well  have  afforded  it,  i  without  his  having  recourfe  to  ir¬ 
regular  practices  ;  but  having  taken  it  into  his  head  to  live 
like  a  man  of  pleafure,  he  was  forced  to  Rrike  out  of  the  or¬ 
dinary  road  of  bufinefs,  to  accomplifo  his  end.  His  firR  devi¬ 
ations  from  honefly  were  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  parifh  ;  thefe 
were  not  found  out  immediately,  and  when  they  were  difco- 
vered,  companion  to  him,  and  refpedf  to  his  relations,  pre- 
ferved  him  in  that  employment,  ’till  his  conduct,  which  grew 
worfe  and  worfe,  was  at  la  ft  fo  bad,  that  he  was  removed  from 
his  office,  whereupon  he  broke  up  houfe-keeping,  and  took 
chambers  in  the  Temple. 

During  the  time  he  lived  in  Bridges- Street, he  ufed  to  manage 
bufinefs  at  the  Old- Bailey,  and  was  particularly  concerned  in 
an  appeal  againft  one  Clough,  who  was  executed  thereuppn  (tho’ 
he  had  been  acquitted  on  a  trial  at  the  fuit  of  the  king)  for  the 
murder  of  his  fellow  fervant,  at  the  Green  Lattice,  in  Holborn. 
Ey  degrees  he  became  acquainted  with  a  certain  knot  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  concerned  in  procuring  evidence  on  particular 
caufes,  when,  and  wherever  fuch  affiftanee  was  neeeffary  ;  to 
whipfi  deteftable  practice,  if  Mr.  Baron  Thompfon,  and  other 
worthy  magiftrates  had  not  oppofed  themfelves,  it  muft  by  this 
time  have  fwelled  to  an  enormous  height ;  as  it  was,  Mr.  Uar 
had  a  great  (hare  in  the  fuccefs  which  for  fome  time  that  prac¬ 
tice  met  with,  and  though  he  took  care  not  to  appear  fo  pub¬ 
licity  in  it  as  others  did,  yet  his  precautions  did  not  prevent 
many  imputations  on  his  character,  and  fo  he  was  compelled 
to  keep  moldy  that  company,  which,  as  it  brought  him  into 
the  path  of,  fq  it  hurried  him  to  deRfudliop. 


He 
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He  was  a  perfon  in  himfelf  capable  enough  of  bufmefs,  if  he 
had  fufflciently  attended  to  it ;  but  horfe-races,  gaming-houfe?* 
play-houfes,  and  tavern  kitchens,  were  places  in  which  he 
could  make  but  fmall  improvement,  except  in  low  wit  and 
buffoonery,  to  which  he  addicted  himfelf  ’till  he  became  con¬ 
temptible  to  all,  who  were  not  objects  of  contempt  themfelves. 
His  bufmefs  by  this  means  came  to  lie  chiefly  in  trifling  with 
juft  fuitSc,  negociating  with  bailiff:-,  to  deceive  thofe  who  em¬ 
ployed  them,  and  in  finding  means  to  fcreen  fraudulent  deal¬ 
ers  behind  the  letter  of  the  law. 

In  the  laft  years  of  his  life  he  became  very  intimate  at  the 
houfe  where  this  bafe  fcene  happened,  which  brought  him  to 
this  difmal  end  ;  it  had  been  long  (to  the  fcandal  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood)  infamous  for  fuch  practices,  fome  inftances  having 
before  appeared  at  the  Old  Bailey,  fo  that  nothing  could  ex- 
cufe  a  man’s  having  any  thing  to  do  there,  who  would  not 
either  pafs  for  a  fool  or  a  knave.  Kir.  Car  always  infifted, 
that  his  bufinefs  led  him  thither,  and  what  fort  of  bufmefs  his 
was,  the  reader  has  heard  ;  ’twas  to  defend,  Mrs,  Prevoft, 
who  was  then  under  profecution  for  keeping  that  diforderly 
houfe.  The  profecutor,  William  Quarrington,  did  himfelf 
no  great  credit,  with  regard  to  his  charadier,  by  going  thither 
(as  he  himfelffaid)  with  a  woman  of  the  town;  and  he  gave 
no  infiance  of  his  prudence,  in  pulling  out  and  expofmg  to 
view  fuch  a  fum  of  money  in  a  houfe  where  the  people  would 
permit  him  to  converfe  with  a  common  woman. 

Mr.  Car,  in  his  defence,  called  witnefTes  to  prove,  that  he 
was  in  his  chambers  in  the  Temple  at  the  time  the  robbery 
was  committed,  as  alio  fcveral  perfons  to  his  reputatu/n  ;  he 
was  however  found  guilty  ;  all  the  circumftances  the  profecu¬ 
tor  mentioned  being  fupported  by  concurring  evidence.  After 
he  received  fentence,  he  afked  fome  favours  from  the  court, 
on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of  health,  which  were  granted 
him,  and  he  was  treated  with  the  utmoft  indulgence  during 
the  many  weeks  of  his  imprifonment. 

His  conduct  in  this  fpace  of  time  was  far  from  commend¬ 
able.  He  faw  a  great  deal  of  company,  entered  with  them 
into  all  forts  of  general  difcourfe,  and  appeared  to  be  lefs  con¬ 
cerned  for  himfelf  than  others  were  for  him.  He  always 
owned  his  belief  that  Mr.  Quarrington  was  robbed  of  the 
money,  tho’  he  perfifted  in  it,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
matter,  but  was  gone  long  before,  and  would  fain  have  had  it 
pafs  for  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  what  he  faid,  that  he  had  ac¬ 
quainted  the  profecutor  how  to  come  at  Adams.  She  had, 
it  feems,  intrufted  him  with  the  knowledge  of  the  place  to 
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which  (he  retired,  and  fo  enabled  him  to  bring  her  to  fhare  hi 
his  punifhment,  as  (he  had  (hared  in  his  crimes.  He  infifted 
likewife  on  his  having  never  abfconded,  and  feemed  only  de- 
firous  to  vindicate  himfelf,  tho’  in  all  other  refpedts  he  allowed  \ 
that  the  evidence  of  the  profecutot  might  be  true. 

After  the  dead  warrant  came  down,  when  moft  criminals 
are  wont  to  quit  their  falfe  hopes,  and  come  to  reafon,  he 
retained  his  former  conduct,  and  thoJ  he  (hewed  fome  appre- 
henfion  of  his  approaching  end,  yet,  excepting  taking  care 
for  an  undertaker,  he  made  little  preparation  for  it :  he  yet 
entertained  thoughts  of  receiving  mercy,  infifting  (fill  on  his 
innocence,  and  defiring  thofe  to  whom  he  fpoke,  to  vindicate 
him  after  he  (hould  be  dead. 

It  may  without  breach  of  charity  be  faid,  his  want  of  con¬ 
cern  could  not  be  derived  from  innocence,  or  feeni  a  rational, 
contempt  of  death,  becaufe,  fetting  afide  the  crime  for  which 
he  died,  it  was  notorious  that  he  had  done  many  wrong  things, 
which  ought  to  have  induced  him  to  a  ferious  and  particular 
repentance.  While  he  was  veftry-clerk  at  Covent-Garden,  he 
had  been  entrufted  with  a  voluntary  coile&ion  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  parifh.  This  money  he  embezzled,  and  became 
thereby  not  only  guilty  of  a  breach  of  truft,  but  alfo  of  de¬ 
ft  roving  the  charity  ;  a  thing  fo  bafe  and  difhonourable  in  its 
nature,  that  it  needs  no  aggravation.  Detaining  debts  he  was 
employed  to  recover,  and  deceiving  thofe  whom  he  undertook 
to  defend,  were  methods  he  too  often  pra&ifed  to  fupply  his 
extravagance,  and  therefore,  as  he  had  injured  many,  and 
was  able  to  make  reftitution  to  none,  he  had  too  juft  caufe  to 
have  been  ferioufly  concerned  for  his  mifpent  life,  and  to  have 
taken  his  fufferings  patiently. 

What  has  been  faid,  is  not  intended  to  blacken  his  memory, 
or  to  deprive  him  of  the  pity  which  naturally  arifes  in  every 
man’s  mind,  on  thofe  who  fall  victims  to  juftice  and  the  law. 
The  defign  of  thefe  accounts  is  to  benefit  the  living,  the  dead 
can  receive  neither  good  nor  hurt  from  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  fuch  as  have  only  entered  on  the  paths  which  brought 
this  unhappy  man  to  his  ruin  will  take  warning :  and  therefore 
the  facrifices  made  by  the  law,  ought  to  be  well  explained,  as 
the  beft  and  almoft  the  only  means  to  deter  others  from  the 
like  practices.  Reputation  is  quickly  loft,  hardly  ever  ta 
be  recovered ;  and  when  it  is  loft,  people  are  apt  to  run 
headlong  into  the  moft  dangerous  practices,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  fupplies  for  their  neceffities  and  pleafures,  not  appre¬ 
hending  how  high  a  price  they  may  one  day  pay  for  their 
paft  follies  and  ill  conduct  . 
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Mr.  CAR’s  Letter  to  his  Mother. 

Madam,  / 

|  N  this  diftreffed  condition  in  which  I  now  am,  the  fenfe  I 
have  of  my  ill  conduct  towards  you,  gives  me  nolefs  pain 
than  the  thoughts  of  my  approaching  death ;  the  violence 
and  thame  whereof,  as  I  hope  it  will  expiate  my  offences  in 
the  fight  of  God,  fo  I  truft  that  this  declaration  of  my  for- 
row,  will  make  fome  attonement  for  my  behaviour  towards 
you.  _ 

It  is  a  point  of  juftice  due  to  my  father’s  tendernefs  and 
yours,  that  I  fhould  acknowledge  the  pains  taken  in  my  edu¬ 
cation,  and  that  it  was  entirely  my  own  fault,  that  I  fell  into 
thofe  paths  which  have  brought  me  into  this  miferable  con¬ 
dition.  All  I  can  now  do  is,  to  own  your  goodnefs  towards 
me,  to  regret  my  defpifmg  the  counfel  you  gave  me,  and  to 
afcribe  my  fall  chiefly  to  my  folly  in  this  refpedh 

Comfort  yourfelf  under  your  afflictions,  with  remembrance 
of  your  own  care  to  prevent  them,  and  let  not  my  mifdeeds, 
which  have  drawn  fo  heavy  a  judgment  on  their  author,  affedt 
you,  who  have  had  no  concern  in  them.  The  world  is  cen» 
forious  and  unjuft,  but  not  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  reflect  on 
a  good  mother,  for  having  had  a  bad  fon  ;  on  the  contrary,  all 
difcreet  people  will  compaffionate  you,  and  contribute  to 
make  you  eafy  and  happy,  which,  that  you  may  be  here  and 
in  the  world  to  come,  is  the  laft  wifh  of. 

From  my  Chamber  in  Your  dying  Son, 

the  Prefs- Yard,  Jan. 

18,  1 737*  Tho.  Car. 

Elizabeth  Adams,  30  years  of  age,  born  in  Wiltfhire,  had  a 
good  education;  fhe  was  married  to  one  Adams,  a  barber,  in 
the  fame  county,  by  whom  fhe  has  two  children  now  living, 
one  about  12  years  of  age,  and  another  about  13.  This  man 
fhe  married  thro’  the  perfuafion  of  her  friends,  tho5  fhe  knew 
(he  could  never  have  any  regard  for  him,  having  fettled  her 
affedfions  on  another  young  man.  She  had  been  married  but 
little  more  than  two  years,  before  fhe  left  her  hufband  and 
two  fmall  children,  and  came  to  London,  where  fhe  had  not 

been 
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been  long,  before  flie  got  acquainted  with  a  perfon  who  took 
lodgings  for  her  in  Holborn  ;  but  one  day,  as  fhe  was  calling 
out  of  her  window,  to  the  people  at  an  oppofite  alehoufe,  to 
bring  her  a  pint  of  beer,  at  that  very  inftant,  her  hufband 
Adams  (being  come  to  town  upon  fome  bufinefs)  was  buying 
fome  fruit  of  a  woman,  under  the  window  where  fhe  lodged, 
and  he  faid  to  the  fruit  woman,  I  believe  I  know  that  wo¬ 
man’s  voice,  by  her  fpeech  (he  fhould  be  a  Wiltfhire  woman. 
You  may  foon  know  that,  faid  the  woman,  by  enquiring  at 
the  houfe  where  fhe  lodges  ;  accordingly  her  hufband  went  to 
the  houfe,  and  afked  if  there  was  not  a  young  woman  lodged 
there  above  flairs ;  yes,  fays  the  gentlewoman  of  the  houfe, 
and  you  may  fpeak  with  her  if  you  pleafe,  fir ;  (he  lodges  up 
one  pair  of  flairs.  He  went  up  and  knocked  at  her  door  ;  up* 
on  her  opening  of  it,  to  his  great  aftonifliment,  he  found  his 
wife  big  with  child,  and  to  her  great  furprife,  fhe  faw  her 
hufband.  When  they  had  recovered  themfelves  from  their 
furprize,  fhe  fell  on  her  knees,  crying  and  begging  fcrgivenefs 
for  her  paft  faults,  and  promifmg  him  at  the  fame  time  never 
to  be  guilty  of  any  ill  thing  for  the  time  to  come,  if  he  would  . 
be  fo  good  to  forgive  her,  and  that  fhe  would  make  him  the 
beft  of  wives.  Well,  fays  he,  my,  dear,  you  had  no  reafon. 
to  leave  me  ;  but  if  you  will  behave  as  an  honeft  woman  ought 
to  do  to  her  hufband,  and  a£t  a  mother’s  part  by  your  two 
infants,  who  can  no  ways  have  offended  you,  I’ll  look  over 
all  your  pad  faults,  and  I  will  take  care  of  the  child  which  I 
fee  you  are  pregnant  with,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  was 
niy  own.  In  about  a  week's  time  he  paid  for  her  lodgings, 
and  took  a  houfe  in  Houndfditch,  and  furnifhed  it,  in  order 
to  fettle  in  London,  and  defigned  to  fend  for  his  two  children  ; 
but  he  had  not  been  three  weeks  in  the  houfe,  before  he  was 
informed  that  his  goods  would  be  feised  for  the  ground  rent ; 
being  fomething  furprized  at  the  news,  he  acquainted  his  wife 
with  it,  and  file  advifcd  him  to  take  two  or  three  rooms  un- 
furnifhed  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  put  the  goods  in,  which 
accordingly  he  did,  and  defired  her  at  the  fame  time  to  pack 
them  up  and  fend  them  there,  he  being  obliged  to  fet  out  the 
.next  day  for  Wiltfhire,  to  fettle  his  affairs  there,  and  his  de- 
fign  being  likewife  to  bring  up  his  children  with  him  ;  but  no 
foon  er  was  he  gone,  than  fhe  fent  for  an  upholder,  and  fold  all 
the  goods  to  him,  and  put  the  money  in  her  pocket ;  then  fhe 
took  lodgings  in  Drury-Lane,  and  never  faw  her  hufoand 
fmee,  which  is  between  nine  and  ten  years  ago  :  fince  fhe  left 
her  hufband,  fhe  had  four  children  by  a  certain  perfon  not  far 
from  Wood- Street,  and  two  by  another,  who  are  all  dead. 
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She  acknowledged  fhe  had  b  en  very  undutiful  to  her  mother, 
and  likewife  had  wronged  the  befl:  of  hufbands.  It  was  re¬ 
ported  fince  her  condemnation  that  fhe  kept  a  coffee-houfe, 
but  fhe  faid  file  never  was  miftrefs  ot  any  publick  houfe  in  her 
life  ;  and  fhe  hoped  that  her  dear  father,  (who  keeps  an  inn 
in  the  road  to  Britto!)  her  hufband  and  children  would  not 
hear  of  her  ignominious  death. 

■»  / 

They  were  executed  at  Tyburn,  on  Wednefday,  Jan.  18, 

J737-8* 


GEORGE  PRICE,  for  the  Murder  of  his  Wife,  Oc¬ 
tober  io,  1737- 

FORGE  PRICE,  of  Ifleworth,  was  indited,  for  that 
having  God  before  his  eyes,  &c.  on  tne  tenth  of 
October,  in  and  upon  Mary  his  wife,  did  make  an  affault, 
and  with  a  certain  knife,  value  one  penny,  which  he  held  hi 
his  right  hand  -  the  faid  Mary,  in  and  upon  the  neck,  fe- 
lonioufly  did  ftrike,  and  cut,  giving  her  in,  and  on  the  neck 
a  mortal  wound,  of  the  breadth  or  five  inches,  and  the 
depth  of  two  inches,  of  which  mortal  wound  fhe  imcantly 

The  council  for  the  king  having  opened  tne  mu  let  men  t  and 
the  charge,  the  witnefFes  were  called.  . 

Tbemas  Barber.  The  deceaiea  lodged  in  my  houfe.  C  n 
Monday,  Odfober  10,  fhe  went  out  in  the  morning,  and  re¬ 
turned  about  eleven" o’clock,  and  toid  me  her  hufband  was 
come,  and  (lie  was  going  to  meet  him,  and  to  go  abroad  with 
him,  and  fhe  borrowed  a  hood  and  cloak  of  my  wife.  But 
fhe  not  coming  home  all  night,  1  blamed  my  wile  for  bemg 
fo  free  in  lending  her  things  ;  upon  which  fhe  faid,  fine  would 
get  Mrs.  Lamb  10  go  to  the  prifoner’s  matter,  to  know  what 
was  become  of  the  woman.  Some  time  after  this  Mrs.  Lamb 
came  and  told  her,  fhe  had  been  at  Mr.  Coke  s,  and  th~  Pri“ 
foner  had  told  her  he  had  not  feen  any  thing  of  his  wife,  but 
if  the  hood  and  cloak  did  not  come  home  again,  he  would  pay 
for  them.  Some  time  after  this  I  was  mentioning  the  tiling  to 
a  young  man,  who  came  to  my  houfe,  and  he  informed  me, 

that  the  prifoner  fetched  his  wife  out  in  a  chaife  from  the 

a  Wool-pack* 
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Wool-pack,  a  public-houfe  in  Monkweil-Street.  The  pri- 
foner  had  promifed  to  pay  for  the  things  if  they  fhould  not  be 
returned ;  but  on  Tuefday,  the  eleventh  of  October,  about 
two  or  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  man  brought  to  rpe 
in  the  {hop  a  bundle,  ’  with  a  letter*  I  afked  the  mefTenger 
from  whence  he  came  ?  He  told  me  it  came  by  the  poll,  and 
away  he  went  immediately.  I  opened  the  bundle,  and  found 
the  hood  and  cloak,  and  this  letter  with  them,  which  I  have 
compared  with  about  twenty  letters  of  the  prifoner’s  own  hand¬ 
writing,  found  fmce  he|  abfconded,  and  I  apprehended  this, 
which  I  received  with  the  things,  is  the  fame  with  the  reft. 
1  examined  the  outfide  'of  the  bundle  for  the  poft  mark,  but 
could  find  none.  W hat  made  me  fufpedf  the  prifoner  the  more, 
was  my  finding  this  ftuft  in  one  of  the  letters  to  his  wife, 
I  think  they  call  it  Savin,  and  there  are  fome  directions  in 
the  letter  concerning  the  poifoning  his  children. 

Mr.  Coke.  1  have  feme  knowledge  of  the  prifoner’s  hand¬ 
writing,  and  I  take  this  letter,  which  came  with  the  bundle, 
to  be  wrote  by  him,  and  have  receipts  now  in  court,  and  a 
letter  which  he  fent  me  the  day  after  the  fadt  was  committed, 
and  they  feem  all  to  be  wrote  by  the  fame  hand. 

If  he  Letter ,  produced  hy  Mr.  BARBER,  was  read. 

Mrs.  Barber, 

T  HAVE  fent  your  cloak  and  hood,  and  if  that  perfon 
-*•  comes,  that  1  ufed  to  call  my  hufband,  for  the  box,  let 
him  have  it ;  for  I  promifed,  when  he  parted  with  me,  to 
leave  it  at  Mrs.  Lamb’s  till  he  called  for  it,  and  was  never 
to  fee  him  any  more.  When  I  heard  he  was  coming,  I 
thought  it  my  prudent  way  to  make  off,  becaufe  I  have  run 
him  fo  much  in  debt.  I  am  now  gone  to  a  relation  in  the 
Wild  of  Kent.  Take  what  other  things  there  are  left,  I 
mean  to  pay  you  and  Mrs.  Lamb;  if  there  fhould  not  be 
enough,  what  is  left  unpaid,  I  will  fend  as  foon  as  God  fends 
me  any  thing  ;  but  I  was  afhamed  to  ftay,  when  I  found  k 
known  that  1  was  not  his  wife. 

From  yours, 

MARY  CHAMBERS. 

Directed  to  Mrs.  Barber,  a  Grinder  near  Cripplegate. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Barber,  Chambers  was  the  deceafed ’s  maiden  name  ; 
and  this  is  the  very  letter  which  1  received  with  the  hood  and 
cloak  on  Tuefday,  Odlobcr  1 1.  When  the  prifoner  was  ex¬ 
amined  before  the  Lord-Mayor,  I  was  prefent,  and  heard  him 
own  that  he  took  her  out  in  a  chaife  from  a  houfe  near 
Cripplegate,  and  that  he  delivered  her  to  a  man  at  the  Mo¬ 
nument.  After  I  had  received  this  letter,  I  went  to  Mrs. 
Lamb’s,  and  there  I  found  the’  prifoner ;  I  told  him  I  was 
afraid  he  had  made  away  with  his  wife  ;  he  declared  his  in¬ 
nocence,  and  I  told  him  I  bad  received  a  letter  which  tended 
to  make  him  innocent,  but  I  doubt  you  wrote  that  letter 
yourfelf.  Upon  this  he  burft  out  a  crying,  and  defired  me  to 
have  a  care  what  I  faid,  for,  fays  he,  my  mafter  will  not 
truft  me  to  (have  him,  if  he  fhould  hear  I  am  lufpe£ted  of 
fuch  a  thing. 

,  T  charged  him  with  having  taken  his  wife  out  in  a  chaife, 
from  a  houfe  at  Cripplegate  ;  but  he  denied  it  to  me,  and 
faid,  he  was  that  night  at  the  play-boule,  without  mention¬ 
ing  which  of  them.  I  taxed  him  further  in  the  prefence 
of  his  fellow  fervant,  upon  which  he  faid  he  would  go  home 
to  his  mafter,  who  underflood  the  law,  and  he  fhould  clear  him. 
He  went  to  his  mafter,  but  he  abfconded  that  very  night  j  all 
this  pafied  on  the  fame  day  I  received  the  letter  and  bundle, 
061.  II,  and  that  very  night  he  run  away. 

When  f  heard  of  a  woman  being  found  murdered  atHoun- 
flow,  I  went  thither,  and  knew  her  to  be  Mary  Price.  I 
found  her  in  the  Stock-houfe  at  Ifleworth  ;  I  am  pofitive  it 
was  the  deceafed,  and  I  found  the  fear  of  a  wound  upon  her 
right  leg,  which  fhe  received  by  a  pitch-fork  when  (he  was  a 
girl.  When  the  prifoner  was  before  the  Lord-Mayor,  among 
other  queftions,  he  was  afked,  how  he  came  by  the  chaife 
again,  for  ft  appeared  that  he  brought  it  home  again  at  night? 
His  anfwer  was,  that  he  left  his  wife  and  the  chaife  with 
another  man  at  the  Monument,  who  drove  away  with  her, 
and  that  he  found  it  again  at  night  at  the  fame  place,  a  boy 
having  brought  it  thither. 

Martha  Barber.  The  deceafed  lodged  at  my  houfe  be¬ 
tween  three  or  four  months. - On  the  tenth  of  Q£lober 

fhe  went  out  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  came 
home  about  ten  or  eleven,  and  borrowed  a  hood,  a  cloak, 
and  an  apron,  to  go  out  again  in  ;  but,  as  fhe  did  not  come 
home  all  that  night,  1  got  Mrs,  Lamb  to  go  to  Mr.  Coke’s, 
to  enquire  if  the  prifoner  had  feen  her ;  he  fent  me  word  he 
had  not  feen  her,  but  if  fire  owed  me  any  thing,  he  would 
come  and  make  fatisfadi ion.  1  he  deceafed  having  told  me 
when  fire  went  out,  that  fire  was  going  to  meet  her  hufband, 
20  Z  z  •  who 
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who  was  come  that  morning  out  of  Kent  by  the  hoy,  I  fent 
to  the  mailer  of  the  hoy,  and  found  that  {he  had  met  him 
that  morning,  i  was  uneafy  about  my  hood  and  cloak,  but  the 
next  afternoon,  (Tuefday)  the  fame  hood  and  cloak,  which 
I  lent  the  decealed,  was  brought  home,  with  the  letter  that 
has  been  read,  by  a  man  who  laid  the  parcel  came  by  the  poft  : 
the  apron  was  found  in  Mr.  Coke's  houfe  after  the  prifoner 
abfconded.  The  prifoner  promifed  to  pay  me  what  his  wife 
might  have  left  unpaid. 

Prifoner.  I  don’t  know  thefe  people,  nor  did  I  ever  fee 
them,  till  they  charged  me  with  this  fa 61. 

Jonas  Harris .  On  Monday,  Odlober  10,  the  deceafed 
came  into  the  Wool-pack  in  Monkwell-ftreet,  and  called  for 
a  pint  of  beer  I  had  fome  knowledge  of  her,  and  fo  we  fell 
into  difcourfe.  She  told  me  her  hufband  was  that  morning 
come  from  Canterbury,  and  {he  was  waiting  for  him  ;  fhe 
faid  he  had  provided  a  place  for  her  at  W  andfworth,  and  was 
to  come  and  carry  her  thither  in  a  chaife.  About  two  o’clock 
the  prifoner  came  to  the  houfe,  but  without  the  chaife ;  he 
would  not  come  in,  fo  the  deceafed  went  to  the  door,  and 
talked  to  him  a  little  while ;  then  file  came  again  into  the 
houfe,  and  he  went  away  ;  as  foon  as  he  was  gone,  fhe  told 
me  that  her  hufband  had  hired  a  chaife,  but  the  horfe  wanted 
{hoeing,  and  that  he  would  bring  the  chaife  to  the  end  of  the 
ftreet,  when  the  horfe  was  (hod,  and  fhe  was  to  go  to  him 
there  when  {he  faw  the  chaife.  About  half  an  hour  after¬ 
wards  I  law  the  prifoner,  if  a  man  may  fwear  through  the 
glafs,  in  a  blue  livery,  anfwering  to  the  defcription  that  the 
woman  had  given  me,  with  the  chaife,  at  the  end  of  Hart- 
llreet,  near  Cripplegate  ;  as  foon  as  fhe  faw  him,  fhe  flarted 
up,  and  faid  fhe  muft  be  gone  :  and  I  faw  her  go  down  the 
ftreet  towards  him. 

Mr.  Coke .  The  prifoner  went  away  in  a  blue  livery ;  that 
is  the  colour  I  give. 

Mr,  Harris .  When  we  heard  of  a  woman  being  found 
murdered  at  Plounflow,  I  went  down  with  Mr.  Barber  to 
view  the  body,  and  I  am  pofitive  it  was  the  reputed  wife  of 
the  prifoner ;  fne  had  a  particular  mark  upon  her  arm. 

Jane  Hart .  The  prifoner  came  to  ©ur  houfe  the  tenth 
of  October,  between  eleven  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon,  to 
hire  a  horfe  and  chaife :  I  told  him  we  had  only  a  chaife,  but 
I  recommended  him  to  Mr.  Milling  for  a  horfe  ;  he  went  and 
hired  the  horfe,  tacn  he  came  back  and  agreed  with  me  for 
the  chaife  ;  he  gave  me  but  two  {hillings  for  it,  hecauie  he 
told  me  he  wanted  it  only  to  give  an  acquaintance  an  airing, 

and 
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and  fhould  go  no  farther  than  Sir  Gregory  Page’s  on  Black* 
Heath.  He  had  the  chaife  from  us  between  two  and  three  in 
the  afternoon,  and  my  hufband  helped  him  to  put  the  horfe  in 
it.  The  fame  night,  about  twelve  o’clock,  the  prifoner 
brought  home  the  horfe  and  the  chaife,  and  I  faw  my  huf¬ 
band  unharnefs  the  horfe :  then  he  defired  to  know,  if  he 
could  not  lie  at  our  houfe  that  night ;  but  we  told  him  we  had 
people  come  from  Canterbury,  and  that  our  beds  were  full.  The 
prifoner  faid,  if  they  were  Canterbury  men  he  would  go  and 
fee  if  he  knew  any  of  them,  and  he  went  into  the  rooms 
where  they  were;  but  not  knowing  any  of  them,  he  faid  he 
would  go  home  to  his  mailer’s  houfe. 

William  Hart.  The  prifoner  paid  me  two  fhillings  for 
the  chaife,  and  Mr.  Millings,  at  the  Three  Colts,  had  four 
fhillings  for  the  horfe;  I  faw  him  drive  away,  and  when 
he  returned  with  the  horfe  and  chaife  at  twelve  o’clock  at 
night,  1  told  him  he  had  been  a  long  while  at  Black-Heath; 

I  have  been  further,  fays  he,  I  have  been  at  Hartford.  Have 
you,  fays  I  ?  Then  the  horfe  has  had  a  bloody  hard  job  of  it, 
to  go  fo  far  in  fo  little  time,  when  the  roads  are  fo  very  bad. 
The  horfe  had  fweated  much,  but  the  fweat  was  Cried  upon  him 
when  he  came  home. 

Jane  Proffer.  On  the  tenth  of  O&ober  in  the  morning, 
the  deceafed  came  to  my  mailer  Coke’s  home,  to  know  if 
her  hufband  was  come  from  Canterbury  ;  when  fhe  heard 
that  he  was  expelled  that  day  in  the  boy,  fhe  faid  fhe  would 
go  down  and  meet  him  at  the  hoy.  About  eleven  o’clock  the 
returned  to  our  houfe,  and  told  us  he  was  come,  and  fhe  had 
got  his  bread  and  cheefe,  and  the  dram  that  his  miftrefs  had 
given  him,  in  cafe  he  fhould  he  Tick,  and  fhe  could  not  fray 
at  all  with  us,  becaufe  he  had  appointed  her  to  meet  him  fome- 
where  by  Wood-Street,  to  carry  her  to  fee  a  place  which  he 
had  provided  for  her.  I  afked  her,  if  fhe  would  go  with  him, 
when  fhe  knew  he  had  attempted  to  poifon  her  ?  Yes,  fays  fhe, 
I  will,  I  neither  love  him,  nor  fear  him  I  defired  her  to  let 
me  hear  from  her,  and  (lie  told  me  fhe  would,  and  that  if  I 
did  not  fee  her  next  morning,  or  before  noon,  I  might  depend 
upon  it  fhe  was  killed  ;  then  fhe  went  away.  Between  twelve 
&nd  one  o’clock  that  night,  the  prifoner  came  home  to  my 
maker’s  houfe,  and  complained  that  his  back  aked  very  much, 
and  he  wifhed  he  had  had  the  dram  his  miftrefs  had  given  him; 
but,  fays  he,  I  left  it  behind  me  at  a  puolic-houfe.  Upon  that 
I  afked  him  if  he  had  not  feen  his  wife  ?  No,  fays  he,  as  God’s 
my  judge,  I  have  not  feen  her  unce  I  parted  with  her  at  my 
uncle’s  :  I  have  had  tvk>  children  by  her,  but  I  have  parted 
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with  her.  While  we  were  talking,  a  woman  knocked  at 
the  door,  and  enquired  for  him.  He  look  her  into  the  laun- 
,dry,  as  they  palled  along,  I  heaid  her  fay,  Why,  when  did 
you  fee  her  ?  Hearing  this,  1  went  into  the  laundry,  and 
afked  her,  if  fhe  did  not  come  to  enquire  after  George’s  (the 
prifoner’s)  wife,  or  fifter,  as  he  called  her.  Yes,  fhe  told 
me  fhe  did,  and  afked  me,  if  fhe  did  not  come  there  laid  night? 
I  told  her  (lie  did  not,  and  would  have  had  more  difceurfe 
with  her,  but  the  prifoner  was  too  intent  upon  getting  her  out 
of  doors,  fo  I  followed  her,  and  overtaking  her,  I  took  her 
to  the  Three-Tun  ale-boufe  ;  I  aiked  her  what  the  prifoner 
had  faid  concerning  the  deceafed  ?  Why,  fays  fhe,  he  fays  fhe 
is  none  of  his  wife,  and  what  can  any  body  do  to  him  then  ? 
But,  muft  the  woman  be  murdered,  fays  I,  becaufe  fhe  is  not 
his  wife  ?  I  am  refolved  I  will  go  down  to  the  hoy,  and  en¬ 
quire  what  time  fhe  was  there  ;  and  accordingly  I  took  my 
mafter’s  brother’s  man  with  me,  and  we  went  down  to  the 
hoy,  and  heard  the  deceafed  had  been  there  to  enquire  for  the 
prifoner  ;  then  we  went  home,  and  acquainted  our  people  with 
what  we  had  done,  and  we  went  dire&ly  to  Mrs.  Lamb’s, 
and  enquired  for  the  prifoner ;  we  found  him  there,  and  I 
afked  him,  if  he  had  found  his  fifter,  as  he  ufed  to  call  her. 
No,  fays  he,  nor,  d- — —  n  her,  do  I  intend  to  look  after  her. 
I  told  him  I  had  been  at  the  hoy,  and  that  he  came  from 
thence  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  I  aiked  him  where  he  had  been 
from  that  time  to  twelve  or  one  o’clock  that  night  ?  He  faid 
he  had  been  to  fee  a  play  at  Drury-Lane  play-houfe.  From 
Mrs.  Lamb’s  he  came  home  with  me,  and  as  we  came  along 
together,  he  told  me,  I  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  about 
the  deceafed,  and  he  would  make  me  amends.  I  had  the  let¬ 
ter  that  was  fent  Mr.  Barber,  with  the  hood  and  cloak,  at  the 
fame  time  about  me,  and  upon  comparing  it  with  one  the 
prifoner  fent  me,  about  a  week  after  he  abfconded,  I  do  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  his  own  hand -writing.  This  is  a  cap,  handker¬ 
chief,  and  apron,  ((hewing  them  to  the  court)  which  my 
nialler’s  brother’s  man  found  in  my  prefence,  (after  the  pri¬ 
foner  was  run  away)  in  a  place  where  he  locked  up  the  plate  ; 
we  were  forced  to  open  the  lock,  becaufe  he  was  gone 
away  with  the  key  in  his  pocket,  and  there  we  found  thefs 
things. 

*  Mrs.  Barher.  I  believe  this  is  the  apron  I  lent  the  de- 
ceafed,  but  this  handkerchief  I  am  pofitiveto. 

Proffer.  I  taxed  the  prifoner  with  having  feen  her  that 
morning,  and  he  then  told  me  pofitively  that  he  had  not,  and 
that  if  he  ever  did  fee  her  again,  he  would  fhoot  her.  But 
Uf :  ‘  '  *  .  •'  ~  when 
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when  he  was  examined  before  the  Lord-Mayor,  he  confeffed 
that  he  took  her  from  Wood-Street,  and  delivered  her  at  the 
Monument  to  a  ftranger,  and  if  flie  was  killed,  it  was  for 
the  fake  of  a  guinea,  which  he  had  given  her  to  buy  her  a 
gown  to  go  to  her  place  in.  He  likewife  owned,  that  he  had 
feen  her  at  Bear-Key  that  morning,  and  that  he  bid  her 
go  home  and  get  a  clean  apron,  that  llie  might  go  out  with 
him. 

Prifoner .  Were  there  any  marks  of  this  villainy  upon  my 
cloaths ? 

Proffer.  No,  only  you  complained  of  a  pain  in  your 
back- 

John  Taylor .  I  faw  the  prifoner  that  day  at  Mr.  Hart’s  ; 
I  afked  him  how  he  did  ?  He  faid  he  was  juft  come  out  of  the 
country,  and  had  a  little  bufmefs  to  do,  which  would  prevent 
his  going  home  that  night  ;  he  defired  me  to  take  no  notice 
-that  I  had  feen  him,  becaufe  he  fhould  not  go  home  before 
morning. 

Prifoner.  Did  I  fay  pun&ually,  that  I  fhould  not,  or, 
that  I  only  believed  I  could  not  go  home  till  morning  ? 

Taylor.  Lie  (aid  he  had  a  little  bufmefs  to  do,  and  could 
not  go  home  till  morning. 

Margaret  Lamb.  The  deceafed  had  been  at  a  town  called 
Sea-Salter,  and  when  fine  came  home,  fhe  vifited  me,  and 
told  me  her  hufband  was  a  murdering  rogue,  and  had  a  de- 
fign  upon  her ;  that  he  had  fent  her  phyfic  to  take,  and  it 
proved  to  be  favin.  She  pulled  a  letter  out  of  her  pocket, 
and  fhewed  it  me  at  that  time,  it  was  to  defire  her  to 
lodge  at  Clerkenweli,  and  not  to  go  near  any  of  her  acquain¬ 
tance. 

Another  letter  was  produced,  dire&ed  to  Jane  Proffer,  at 
Mr.  Coke’s. 

Mr.  Coke.  This  I  take  to  be  the  jirifoner’s  hand¬ 
writing. 


My  dear  fellow  fervanty 

T  FIND  how  the  villainy  has  been  contrived  that  fent  me 
A  away,  but  hope  God  will  provide  for  me.  She  met  me  at 
Bear-Key,  and  1  was  furprized  to  fee  her,  having  parted  with 
her  before.  So,  fays  fhe,  how  do  you  do  ?  My  heart  came 
in  my  mouth,  and  I  could  make  her  no  anfwer  Well,  fays 
file,  if  you  turn  me  off  to  feek  my  fortune,  will  you  tell  me 
good  news?  My  refolution  is,  fays  I,  to  have  no  more  to  fay 
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to  you.  Has  the  young  man  had  his  fhirts  ?  Yes,  fays  die* 
Have  you  got  a  fervice  in  town,  or  do  you  go  to  yout 
aunts  ?  fays  I.  I  am  to  have  a  nurfe-child  from  Putney* 
fays  (lie,  and  there  is  a  young  man  who  knows  you  very  well, 
will  help  me  to  the  child,  but  I  want  money  to  pay  for  ahorfe 
and  chaife  to  carry  me  thither,  and  this  is  the  la  ft  time  I’ll 
trouble  you,  fays  fhe.  I  being  overjoyed  at  that,  I  would 
hire  one  for  her.  She  faid,  if  I  would  give  her  the  money 
fhe  would  hire  one  herfelf.  I  thought  I  (hould  be  cheated  of 
the  money,  fo  I  told  her  we  mull  flay  till  to-morrow,  for 
I  muft  go  home  with  my  mailer’s  things.  It  will  be  too  late 
then,  fays  (he,  and  I  mud  go  thither  at  night.  All  this  palled 
at  a  public-houfe  in  Tower -dreet,  by  Mr.  Watts’s  academy, 
where  I  gave  her  the  bread  and  cheefe  which  I  had  in  my 
bafket.  It  was  God’s  mercy  I  had  not  the  horfe  and  chaile 
to  pay  for,  but  God  owed  the  owner  of  them  better  fortune. 
It  is  a  fcheme  to  take  away  my  life,  becaufe  I  did  defign  to 
take  up  and  lead  a  good  life.  Give  my  duty  to  my  matter  5 
on  my  knees  I  will  afk  his  pardon  for  leaving  his  fervice  :  I 
trud  in  God  he  will  take  me  again,  and  Hand  my  friend,  as  I 
am  a  poor  fervant  and  friendlefs.  At  prelent  I  am  not  able 
to  come,  I  am  fo  bad  with  pains  all  over  my  body  and  head, 
that  I  can  hardly  dand  \  but  I  will  darve  myfelf  rather  than 
fpend  my  mailer’s  money.  Take  my  ihirts,  dear  Jenny,  into 
your  charge,  I  have  but  few  things,  but  I  hope  God  will  bid's 
me,  which  is  all  from, 

Your  unfortunate  fellow-fervant, 


oa.  17,  173.7. 
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P.  S.  If  you  pleafe,  fhew  this  letter  to  my  mader,  and 
to  all  thofe  I  owe  money  to  ;  tell  them,  with  the  help  of 
God,  I  will  pay  them  all  I  owe,  which  will  not  come  to 
feven  pounds.  I  afked  her  what  time  the  man  was  to  come 
home  with  her  ?  She  told  me,  fhe  would  have  me  wait, 
faid,  I  thought  they  might  be  back  about  ten  or  eleven 
o’clock  :  they  told  me,  if  they  did  not  come  back  by  that  time, 
they  would  not  come  till  next  morning.  I  faid,  that  !  would 
go  then  to  the  other  end  of  the  town  ;  but  fhe  repeated  her 
words,  that  I  mud  not  go  till  die  faw  whether  fhe  iliould 
have  this  child  or  no,  and  that  I  mud  fwear  1  had  not  feen  her. 

I  mis  for  innately  promifed  to  fay  asfhedefired  me,  it  being  the 
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lall  time  that  (he  troubled  me  ;  fo  I  went  to  Drury-Lane, 
and  from  thence  I  run  to  Filh-llreet-Hill,  where  I  found  a  boy 
leading  the  horfe  and  chaife,  who  told  me,  he  had  fix-pence 
for  bringing  them  from  St.  George's  church  in  Southwark, 
by  a  man  who  looked  like  a  ftilor  ;  but  it  was  not  like  the 

man  that  went  out  with  her,  for  he  was  like  a  carpenter. - 

The  boy  told  me,  the  man  came  with  him  to  the  foot  of  the 
bridge,  then  left  him,  telling  him,  he  would  meet  fomebody 
to  take  the  horfe  from  him.  I  laid  down  my  dram  upon  a 
table,  as  God  is  my  judge  I  never  tailed  it,  and  you  fay  Ihe 
got  it.  She  gave  me  the  frri6f eft  charge  to  fay,  if  I  chanced 
to  meet  any  body  that  knew  her,  that  I  had  not  feen  her.  I 
did  fo,  but  there  is  a  God  in  heaven,  who  by  fome  means  or 
other  will  right  my  caufe.  At  prefent  I  am  fatherlefs,  mother- 
lefs,  and  friendlefs.  I  went  to  look  for  a  horfe  that  would 
carry  double,  but  I  could  not  find  one,  fo  I  got  a  chair,  and 
took  her  to  the  Bridge-Foot,  where  I  met  this  man,  whom  i 
never  faw  before,  and  I  alked  him  the  reafon  of  his  going  that 
way  to  Putney  ?  He  told  me  it  was  to  fave  the  expence  of 
going  over  Sir  Robert's  bridge.  I  gave  her  half  a  crown  at 
the  ale-houfe  in  Tower-llreet,  which  I  fuppofe  Ihe  fpent  ;  for 
before  fhe  went  off.  Hie  gave  me  her  handkerchief,  cap,  and 
apron  to  be  walhed. 


ProJJer.  This  cap  and  apron  was  found  as  I  have  mentioned, 
and  the  letter  was  brought  me  bv  a  man  who  looked  like  a 
countryman,  and  he  alked  me,  if  I  knew  one  jane  Proffer  ? 
He  told  me,  it  came  by  the  carrier  that  comes  in  at  the  Oia- 
Change.  I  (hewed  my  mailer  the  letter,  and  he  kept  it  till 
this  very  day. 

Mrs.  Barber.  The  apron  was  clean  when  I  lent  it  to  her, 
and  the  handkerchief  I  know  (he  had  on  that  morning  fhe 
went  out. 

Thomas  dnfol,  furgeon.  I  was  fent  for  to  view  the  body  of 
the  deceafed,  by  order  of  Mr.  Higgs,  the  coroner.  I  found 
a  large  contufion  on  her  neck,  and  a  large  cut,  which  en¬ 
tirely  feparated  the  tendon  of  the  neck,  and  divided  the  ju¬ 
gular  vein.  Her  nofe  was  likewife  Hit,  and  fhe  had  a  flight 
wound  above  her  eye- brow.  Thefe  wounds  were  curable, 
but  the  others  in  the  neck  were  mortal. 

Thomas  Scot.  On  the  tenth  of  GHober,  about  a  quarter 
after  fix  in  the  evening,  I  was  going  over  Hounflow-Heath  to 
work,  and  I  heard  a  woman’s  voice,  I  thought,  about  two  or 
three  hundred  yards  from  me.  I  laid  myfelf  down  upon  the 

ground  ; 
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ground  ;  for  we  country  folks  imagine  we  can  hear  any  thing 
at  a  diftance  much  better  in  that  pofture.  I  heard  the  woman 
cry,  O  Lord  !  my  dear  !  my  dear  !  I  will  never  tr ufk  you 
any  more,  if  thefe  are  your  favours.  The  next  day  the  wo¬ 
man  was  found  murdered  about  two  or  three  hundred  yards 
from  the  place  where  I  heard  the  voice. 

Mr.  Coke .  I  had  been  in  Kent  all  the  fummer,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  it,  I  came  up  to  town  with  the  pri- 
foner  :  as  we  came  along  he  had  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  and 
hurt  himfelf,  fo  I  made  him  go  back,  and  ordered  him,  when 
he  was  better,  to  come  by  the  hoy.  He  came  home  on  the 
tenth  of  October,  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  as  I  was 
informed  ;  I  did  not  fee  him  that  night,  for  my  brother  got 
out  of  bed  and  let  him  in.  He  was  angry  with  him  for  be¬ 
ing  late,  and,  to  juftify  himfelf,  he  told  him,  the  hoy  was  but 
juft  arrived  ;  he  told  me  the  fame  thing  the  next  morning.  I 
afked  him  what  was  the  reSfon  that  he  did  not  lie  on  board, 
as  the  hoy  was  fo  late  ?  Sir,  fays  he,  I  met  Mr,  Milford's 
man,  John  Taylor,  and  he  told  me  your  brother  and  you 
were  out  of  town.  I  thought  thefe  excufes  a  little  odd,  for 
Mr.  Milford's  man  had  feen  him  at  twelve  o’clock  at  noon 
that  day,  and  he  had  defired  him  to  fay,  he  had  not  feen  him 
at  ail.  However  I  gave  him  three  guineas  to  fetch  fomething 
from  Mr.  Godfrey's,  the  chymift,  I  knew  it  was  a  coftly 
thing,  and  did  not  know  the  exa&  price  ;  he  brought  home 
what  I  fent  him  for,  which  coft  but  ten  {hillings,  and  that 
day  he  abfconded  with  the  reft  of  the  money  ;  for  when  I  came 
home  in  the  evening,  about  fix  or  feven  o’clock,  I  called  for 
him,  and  my  brother's  man  told  me,  he  went  out  about  five 
or  fix,  and  faid  he  was  coming  to  me  at  the  coffee-houfe  ;  but 
he  was  not  returned,  and  he  believed  he  would  come  no  more; 
from  that  time  he  never  came  to  my  fervice.  The  next  day 
he  wrote  me  a  penny-poft  letter,  telling  me  therein,  that  he 
Was  over  head  and  ears  in  debt  ;  that  he  mull  go  to  fea,  and 
that  he  dare  not  fhew  his  head.  He  pretended  he  ran  away  for 
debt,  but  in  that  long  letter  to  Proffer,  which  has  been  read, 
he  fays,  all  his  debts  in  the  world  were  but  feven  pounds, 
four  guineas  of  which  he  owes  my  brother’s  man,  who  would 
never  have  troubled  him  for  it.  I  have  told  you  the  excufe 
he  made  to  me  and  my  brother  for  coming  borre  fo  late, 
was,  the  hoy  was  but  juft  arrived ;  but  the  reafon  he 
gave  to  Proffer  was,  that  he  had  been  at  Drury-Lane  play- 
houfe. 


Francis 
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Drancls  Heath .  I  belong  to  Mr.  Fleetwood,  mailer  of 
iOrury-Lane  play-houfe.  This  is  the  book  we  keep  our  ac¬ 
counts  in.  On  the  tenth  of  October  lad,  there  was  no  play 
acted  there  at  all. 


‘ The  PrifoneCs  Defence . 

My  Lords,  I  declare  I  am  entirely  innocent  of  all  that  is 
laid  to  my  charge  ;  and  I  am  fo  far  from  knowing  any  thing 
of  the  murder  of  my  wife,  that  I  can  take  a  folemn  oath,  I 
know  nothing  at  all  of  in  It  is  v6ry  plain,  my  lord,  that 
there  is  a  fcheme  of  villainy  laid  before  you,  and  when  I  lay 
the'manner  of  its  contrivance  before  you,  I  make  no  doubt 
but  you  will  think  fo  too.  My  wife  I  loved  as  I  do  my  own 
life,  I  married  her  for  nothing  elfe  ;  and  indeed  fhe  merited 
all  my  love,  being  a  virtuous,  fober,  good  woman.  If  fhe 
was  not  fo  frugal  in  the  management  of  what  little  we  had, 
it  was  our  misfortune  only.  I  hope  your  lordfhip  and  the 
jury  will  put  a  charitable  confiruclion  on  my  leaving  my 
mafter’s  fervice.  You  will  find  I  did  not,  without  good  rea- 
fon,  and  that  I  am  not  the  villain  I  have  been  reprefented. 
If  I  was,  I  think  I  fhould  never  have  had  the  confidence  £0 
have  looked  your  lordfhip  and  the  jury  in  the  face.  I  have  no 
friend  but  God  to  be  my  counfellor,  and  innocence  muff  be 
my  defence.  And  I  believe  feveral  people  now  in  court  have 
reafon  to  think  I  fpeak  the  truth.  I  think  they  have  now 
difeharged  their  duty  to  the  king  ;  now  let  them  declare, 
whether  they  think  I  deferve  fome  of  my  wife’s  fpeeches.  I 
have  taken  pains  to  preferve  her  life,  never  any  to  deftroy  if. 
If  any  of  them  can  fay  I  ever  mifufed  her,  then  let  me  fuffer 
blame  ;  but,  till  then,  I  hope  your  lordfhip  will  hear  my 
caufe.  Afk  Mrs.  Lamb  in  what  manner  I  ufed  this  woman, 
this  wife  of  mine  ? 

Mrs.  Lamb .  He  ufed  her  very  well  :  in  a  fit  of  ficknefs 
fhe  had,  he  fetched  his  mailer’s  apothecary  to  her,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  difeharge  his  confcience  to  her,  and  make  her 
well.  When  fhe  did  not  take  her  medicines,  the  prifoner 
would  blame  her.  He  paid  her  lodging,  and  her  nurfe. 

I  know  no  fault  in  him  j  how  this  happened  I  cannot 
tell. 

Council .  How  long  is  it  fince  the  d&d^afed  had  this  fit  of 
ficknefs  ? 


2d 
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Mrs.  Lamb .  About  feven  or  eight  months  ago.  I  am  not 
fure  whether  the  apothecary  is  paid  or  not. 

Prifoner .  He  is  not  paid  ;  this  is  his  bill.  Pray  call  Mrs. 
Sherwin,  and  afk  her  where  I  fpent  the  evening  on  Monday 
the  ioth  of  October. 

Mrs.  Sherwin.  I  remember  nothing  of  it.  There  is  a 
woman  under  misfortune  in  Newgate,  and  I  went  with  an  el¬ 
derly  man  to  fee  her.  While  I  was  there,  a  Breviate  was 
wrote  out,  by  which  I  was  to  clear  the  prifoner.  I  was  to 
fay,  that  he  and  his  wife  were  with  me  at  fupper  that  night, 
and  I  was  to  be  well  paid  for  my  trouble.  This  is  the  paper 
of  inftru<ftions  which  I  received  from  the  prifoner,  and  thus 
far  (pointing  to  the  middle  of  the  fheet  of  paper)  he  wrote 
himfelf.  I  was  carried  to  Newgate  by  this  elderly  man, 
to  do  fervice  for  fomebody,  I  did  not  know  who ;  when 
I  came  there  I  found  it  was  for  the  prifoner,  and  was 
to  be  paid  for  doing  it,  but  I  don't  defire  to  get  money  at 
fuch  a  rate. 

*  s 

The  paper  was  read. 


My  Lord,  on  Monday,  Otftober  ic,  about  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  Mrs.  Price  came  to  my  houfe  in 
Aldergate-ftreet,  and  drank  tea  with  me.  She  told  me  fhe 
was  going  to  fee  a  place,  but  that  fhe  muff  flay  till  her  huf- 
band  came  to  London,  which  would  be  that  day,  becaufe  file 
wanted  money.  She  told  me  he  would  be  furprifed  to  fee  her, 
for  at  Canterbury  fhe  told  him,  fhe  would  fend  him  word 
when  ihe  got  a  place,  or  elfe  (he  would  go  to  her  aunts.  She 
afked  me  to  go  to  Bear-key  with  her,  to  fee  if  her  hufband 
was  come  up  ;  I  told  her  I  could  not  go  with  her,  but  1 
would  come  after  her,  and  fhe  was  to  ftay  for  me  at  the  Cock 
AIe~houfe  in  Tower-ftreet.  I  went  out  a  little  before  two 
o’clock,  and  met  the  prifoner  and  his  wife  in  Tower-ftreet. 
He  had  with  him  a  parcel  tied  up  in  a  paper,  and  a  twig- 
bafket  with  pigeons  in  it,  which  he  faid  he  was  going  to  make 
a  prefent  of  to  his  mafter  Lane.  I  heard  her  tell  her  huf¬ 
band,  that  fhe  had  heard  of  a  fervice  in  the  country,  and  if 
he  would  get  her  a  horfe,  fhe  had  a  perfon  ready  to  go  with 
her  in  the  evening.  He  faid  his  mafter  would  lend  him  mo¬ 
ney,  and  therefore  fhe  fhould  not  go  to  her  place  while  he 

ftaid 
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flaid  in  town,  and  fhe  fhould  have  half  the  money.  He  faid 
he  had  feme  buimefs  to  do,  and  muff  go,  but  would  meet  us 
again  at  the  King's-Head  Ale-houfe  in  Clement’s- Lane.  "We 
went  there,  and  drank  a  pint  of  two-penny,  then  he  re¬ 
turned  to  us,  and  told  us  he  was  difappointed  of  money, 
but  he  would  get  a  horfe  for  her,  or  a  chaife  ;  which  (he 
confented  to,  and  complaining  of  the  poornefs  of  her  cloaths, 
the  prifoner  took  out  of  his  pocket  a  guinea  and  a  fix-pence, 
and  faid,  if  he  could  get  that  changed,  he  would  pay  for  the 
chaife,  rand  give  her  the  remainder  of  the  money.  I  told 
him,  if  he  would  give  his  wife  the  whole  guinea,  I  would 
lend  him  ten  (hillings  to  pay  for  the  chaife,  which  I  did, 
and  am  not  paid  to  this  day.  The  deceafed  then  ordered  her 
bufband  to  bring  the  chaife  to  the  Wool-pack  in  Monkwell- 
(Ireet,  and  charged  him  to  tell  his  fellow-fervants  that  fhe 
was  gone  into  the  country,  and  had  been  there  fome  time  ; 

and  fhe  defired  him  to  deny  that  he  had  feen  her. - 

All  this  I  heard  her  fay  to  him. - While  he  was  gone 

to  fee  for  a  chaife,  a  man  came  to  the  deceafed,  and  fhe 

went  out  to  fee  after  her  hufband. - At  three  o’clock 

fhe  returned  to  the  man,  and  the  prifoner  with  her  in  a 
chaife  — — — -I  faw  the  man  and  fhe  go  away  together  in 
the  chaife,  and  the  prifoner  afked  the  man,  what  was  the 
meaning  of  his  going  over  the  bridge  to  Putney  ?  The 
man  replied,  that  it  was  to  fave  the  expence  of  Putney 
bridge,  and  promifed  to  be  back  about  eleven  o’clock  ; 
the  prifoner  faid  he  would  meet  him  to  take  the  horfe 
and  chaife,  if  he  did  not  exceed  that  time  ;  if  he  fhould, 
he  begged  the  man  would  put  them  up  at  the  Star  inn, 
and  he  would  fetch  them  from  thence.  He  gave  his  wife 
half  a  crown  at  parting,  to  bear  her  expences,  and  killed 
her.” 


Sherwin .  Thefe  were  my  inflruHions,  and  this  was  what 
I  was  to  fwear  here  :  I  received  this  paper  from  the  prifoner 
yefterday  morning,  I  had  it  to  perufe  often  over;  it  is  part  of 
a  play  which  I  was  to  a£fc  here,  and  was  to  be  paid  very  hand- 
fomely  for  performing  my  part. 

Mary  Penny  {tone  gave  an  account,  that  the  deceafed  lodged 
with  her  three  quarters  of  a  year;  that  fhe  had  two  children 
in  her  houfe  ;  that  fhe  went  from  her  houfe  laft  Chriffmas  was 
twelvemonth;  and,  that  during  the  time  fhe  lived  with  her, 
the  prifoner  ufed  her  well. 

Alary  Sale  depofed  to  the  fame  effedh 

3  A  2  Mary 
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Mary  Finch .  I  knew  the  deceafed  before  fhe  married  the 
prifoner:  fhe  lodged  in  my  houfe,  and  was  with  child  by  him, 
and  fhe  was  delivered  of  two  children  three  doors  from  where  v 
I  live;  I  nurfed  them  for  fome  time,  and  parted  from  them 
laft  Whitfunday.  He  and  (lie  have  dined  with  me  three  days 
together,  and  I  faw  nothing  but  that  he  ufed  her  well.  He 
paid  me  for  nutfing  the  children  to  a  farthing,  at  the  White- 
Horfe,  in  Bond-Street.  He  was  civil  to  the  children,  and 
never  came  empty  handed,  without  bifcakes,  or  half  a  pint 
of  wine  for  them,  but  I  can’t  tell  what’s  become  of  them 
now. 

Council .  Do  you  know  what  month  it  was  when  he  paid 
you  ? 

Finch .  I  can’t  tell. 

Council .  Was  it  May  or  June  ? 

Finch .  I  don’t  know. 

John  Jnhnfon  gave  an  account,  that  the  prifoner,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  November  the  5th,  fent  for  him  to  the  Bear  and  Har¬ 
row  tavern,  and  told  him,  he  furrendered  himfelf  to  him, 
and  defired  to  be  carried  before  a  magiftrate  ;  that  in  St.  Cle¬ 
ments  church-yard  he  left  the  prifoner  to  go  home  for  his  hat, 
that  he  found  him  there  again,  and  that  they  went  diredlly  to 
Mr.  Coke’s  ;  that  the  maids  there  were  afraid  they  were 
come  to  murder  them,  and  called  in  fome  of  the  neighbour’s 
fervants,  that  when  the  conftable  came  he  was  not  willing  to 
take  charge  of  the  prifoner,  till  fome  threats  were  ufed  to  him; 
that  the  prifoner  faid  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  he  had  hired  a 
chaife  for  his  wife,  and  a  man  had  drove  away  with  her  in 
Gracechurch  Street,  who  was  an  acquaintance  of  hers,  and 
that  he  had  the  chaife  again  from  a  link  boy  about  11  o’clock 
at  the  Monument/ 

Prifoner .  As  foon  as  I  parted  with  my  wife  at  the  Monu¬ 
ment,  a  man  told  me  he  believed  I  did  not  know  him  ;  but, 
fays  he,  that’s  my  friend  who  is  gone  with  your  wife,  and  if 
you’ll  go  with  me  this  evening,  I’ll  treat  you  ;  I  thought  I 
jnuft  oblige  him,  becaufe  he  and  his  friend  had  helped  my  wife 
to  a  fervfce,  fo  I  went  with  him  to  Drury-Lane  playhoufe, 
and  there  being  no  play  adfed  there  that  night,  we  went  to 
Covent-Garden,  and  faw  Volpone,  or  The  Fox,  with  th§ 
entertainment  of  the  Mock  Dodtor. 

Xbe  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty.  Death , 

I  t  •  ‘  .  v-  .  ,  „■  i  •  ? 
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The  Ordinary  of  Newgate’s  Account. 


George  Price  was  born  at  Hay,  in  Brecknockfhire,  of  rer 
putable  parents,  where  his  father  now  lives,  but  his  mother 
has  been  dead  about  16  years.  He  was  not  put  to  any  trade, 
but  ferved  a  gentlewoman  in  Brecknock  town  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  foot  boy  :  this  was.  the  fir  11  perfon  he  ever  lived  with 
as  a  fervant  ;  and  the  extraordinary  liberties  he  was  here  al¬ 
lowed,  filled  people’s  heads  with  odd  conjectures  about  him. 
He  continued  in  this  fervice  about  feven  years,  and  his  be¬ 
haviour  was  all  the  time  more  like  that  of  a  mafter,  than  a 
fervant. 

At  the  end  of  this  term  he  left  Brecknock  town,  and  came 
to  London  ;  for  fome  time  he  lived  as  a  fervant  with  an  apo¬ 
thecary,  in  Clement’s-Lane,  Lombard-Street ;  from  thence 
he  went  into  the  lady  Page’s  fervice,  and,  after  he  had  been 
in  London  about  a  year  and  a  half,  he  returned  to  Brecknock 
town,  and  continued  fome  little  time  with  his  former  miftrefs ; 
then  he  let  out  again  for  London,  and  at  parting  fhe  made 
him  a  prefent  of  a  very  bandfome  watch. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  town,  before  he  got  into  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  one  Mr.  Brown,  who  then  lived  near  Golden-Square. 
Mr.  Brown  having  frequent  occaficn  to  go  to  Hampftead, 
his  man  Price  generally  went  with  him,  and  at  this  place  be¬ 
gan  his  acquaintance  with  his  deceafed  wife,  (Mary  Cham¬ 
bers)  who  lived  at  a  public  houfe,  where  he  fell  in  love  with 
her,  and,  after  a  fortnight’s  courtfhip,  he  married  her  at 
Hampftead  ;  and  when  the  ceremony  was  over,  he  carried  her 
in  a  coach  to  the  White  Hart  at  Highgate,  and  there  they  both 
lay  the  firft  night.  i 

The  next  day  he  returned  to  Hampftead  with  her,  and 
took  lodgings ;  here  he  left  her,  and  returned  to  his  mafter 
Brown’s  fervice,  where  he  continued  fome  little  time,  then 
left  him,  and  while  he  wTas  out  of  place  he  took  his  wife  down 
in  a  very  grand  manner,  to  fee  his  friends  at  Hay,  in  Breck- 
nockfhire,  telling  them  fhe  was  a  captain’s  daughter,  and  that 
he  had  great  expectations  from  her  friends,  who  were  people 
of  figure  and  fortune. 

After  fome  little  ftay  at  Hay,  they  both  fet  out  for  London, 
and  from  thence  fhe  went  to  her  lodging  at  Llampftead,  but 
he  got  into  Mr.  Coke’s  fervice  in  New  Bond-Street,  and  con¬ 
tinued  very  fond  of  his  wife,  vifiting  her  as  often  as  he  had 
gn  opportunity.  While  fhe  lived  at  Hampftead  and  he  at  Mr. 
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Coke’s,  (be  lay  in  with  two  children  ;  which  are  fince  dead, 

and  ’tis  thought  were  poifoned. 

About  this  time,  by  going  with  his  mailer  into  Kent,  he 
got  intimately  acquainted  with  one  Mrs.  S  >w,  ami  be 
came  paffionately  in  love  With  her  ;  (he  gave  him  encourage¬ 
ment  to  purftie  his  addreffes  to  her,  but  nis  wife  and  children 
were  dreadful  obftacles  in  the  way  to  his  happinefs:  then  it 
was  that  be  began  to  meditate  the  dire  villainies  he  has  been 
fince  guilty  of;  and  had  they  not  been  brought  to  light,  he 
would  have  been  fhortly  married  to  this  Mrs..  S— -  ~ 

This  was  the  temptation  to  the  murder  of  his  wise,  in  w  hole 
puniihmpnt  the  juflice  of  Divine  Providence  is  very  vliioic  ; 
for  as  (he  confented  to  her  wretched  hufband’s  felicitations, 
and,  to  oblige  him,  had  not  only  murdered  mo  infants  about 
a  year  and  quarter  old,  in  full  life,  but  baa  rmewne  deftroyed 
another,  then  unborn,  fo  providence  I  offered  ner.hufband,  her 
advifer  to  her  crimes,  to  be  the  instrument  of  its  vengeance 
upon  her,  and  {be  was  permitted  to  fall  by  his  hands,  who 
urged  her  to  her  unnatural  crimes  ;  nor  was  he  fuffered  to  reft 
after  he  had  committed  his  part,  and  concluded  the  tragedy, 
but  the  hell  in  his  bofom  obliged  him  to  difcover  himfeif,  and 
furrender  himfeif  up  into  the  hands  of  juftice.  Rut  to  go  on 
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He  having  refolved  to  remove  his  wife  infallibly  out  or  the 

way,  that  {he  might  be  no  bar  to  his  trefh  purfuit,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  unexpectedly,  which  he  refolved  to  make  u  e 
of.  His  matter,  having  on  account  of  a  hurt  he  received  by 
a  fall  from  his  horfe,  left  him  at  Canterbury,  to  come  up  by 
the  hoy  when  he  {hould  be  able,  his  wife  happened  to  meet 
him  at  the  hoy  the  morning  he  arrived  ;  he  thinking  this  a- 
very  proper  opportunity  to  execute  his  barbarous  design  upon 
her,  told  her,  as  foon  as  he  faw  her,  that  he  had  got  a  nui- 
fery  maid’s  place  for  her  at  Wandfworth  or  Putney,  and  ihe 
niuft  go  home  and  get  a  clean  cap  and  apron,  and  mult  go 
with  him  that  day  to  fee  the  place.  She  went  to  her  lodgings 
to  drefs  herfeif,  and  in  the  way  home  {be  called  at  his  matter  s, 
and  told  the  fervants  that  her  hufband  was  arrived,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  them  with  what  had  paffed  between  him  and  her  at 
their  interview.  His  fellow  fervants  adviled  her  not  to  truft 
berfelf  with  him  ;  but  fhe  told  them  (he  was  not  afraid  of 
him,  that  he  was  in  a  good  humour,  and  had  given  her  hi3 
bread  and  cheefe,  which  {he  then  (hewed  to  them. 

Accordingly -having  borrowed  a  cap  and  apron,  and  other 
things  of  her  landlady,  {he  went  to  the  place,  (the  Wool- 
pack0,  in  Monkwell-Street)  where  (he  was  to  wait  for  his  com- 
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ing  to  the  end  of  the  ftreet ;  as  foon  as  fhe  faw  him  at  the  end 
of  the  ftreet  with  the  chaife  fhe  went  to  him,  and  he  drove 
her  away;  as  they  went  along,  (he  defired  him  to  flop  for  a 
halfpenny  worth  of  fnuff,  but  he  told  her,  She  fhould  never 
have  any  more. 

When  he  got  her  to  Hounflow-Heath,  on  the  firft  heath 
next  Hounflow,  he  flopped  the  chaife,  and  having  got  every 
thing  in  readinefs,  as  he  faid,  he  threw  the  lafh  of  the  whip 
over  her  head  ;  in  the  hurry  he  drew  it  over  her  chin  (the 
marks  of  which  remained  after  fhe  was  dead)  but  loofening 
the  whip,  notwithstanding  her  ftruggling,  and  the  refinance 
file  made,  he  got  it  about  her  neck,  and  before  he  had  drawn 
it  tight,  fhe  cried  out,  My  dear!  My  dear!  For  God’s 

fake, — * - if  this  is  your  love  I  will  never  truft  you  more  ! 

'But  he  foon  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  make  any  noife,  by 
drawing  the  ends  of  the  lafh  with  both  his  hands. 

While  fhe  was  in  the  agonies  of  death,  he  relented,  and 
loofened  the  whip;  but  before  fhe  recovered  berf  If,  it  came 
into  his  mind,  that  as  he  had  begun,  he  muft  go  thro’  the 
bufinefs,  left  the  attempt  fhould  provoke  her  to  difcover  not 
only  this  fa£I,  but  the  affair  of  the  children  ;  upon  which 
he  fell  to  his  devilifh  work  again,  and  twifted  the  whip  fo 
violently  round  her  neck,  that  he  broke  the  handle  in  two 
pieces. 

’Twas  about  ten  o’clock  when  fhe  was  quite  dead,  and 
then  he  drew  her  out  of  the  chaife,  and  ftripped  off  herfhoes, 
ftockings,  &c.  When  fhe  was  ftark  naked,  he  drew  her  to 
the  place  where  the  two  men  hang  in  chains,  and  there  he 
gave  her  that  large  wound  which  the  furgeons  gave  an  account 
of  on  the  trial  ;  he  like  wife  gave  her  feveral  cuts  over  the  eve- 
brows,  and  flit  her  nofe  that  fhe  might  not  be  known,  and 
that  it  might  be  imagined  fhe  was  robbed,  ftripped,  and 
murdered  by  thieves.  Her  cloaths  he  bundled  up  and  brought 
to  London,  and,  to  prevent  any  difcovery  by  them,  he  cut 
them  into  fmall  pieces,  and  dropped  them  bit  by  bit  about 
the  ftreets  ;  but  fhe  having  told  him  what  things  fhe  had  bor¬ 
rowed  of  Mrs.  Barber,  her  landlady,  he  imagined  he  fhould 
be  required  to  make  fatisfadtion  for  them,  if  they  were  not 
returned,  therefore  he  contrived  to  fend  home  the  hood  and 
cloak,  as  the  moft  valuable  things,  as  Mr.  Barber  and  his 
wife  had  informed  the  court  in  their  evidence  againft  him, 
and  this  proved  a  ftep  towards  the  difcovery  of  this  horrid  facft. 
He  was  afked  (after  his  condemnation)  by  a  relation  of  his, 
whether  his  mind  was  not  full  of  horror  as  he  drove  home  in 
the  dark,  after  he  had  thus  murdered  his  wife  and  left  her  be¬ 
hind 
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hind  him?  He  faid,  No,  it  was  not;  for  he  was  born  to  do 
it,  and  could  not  help  it,  his  heart  being  very  hardened,  both 
before  and  after  the  fail. 

After  he  had  returned  the  horfe  and  chaife  to  the  owners, 
he  went  home  to  his  mailer’s  houfe,  and  was  let  in  by  his 
mafter’s  brother,  between  twelve  and  one  o’clock  ;  the  reafon 
he  gave  for  his  coming  home  fo  late,  was,  that  the  hoy  was 
but  juft  arrived  ;  and  the  next  day  the  enquiry  that  was  made 
after  his  wife,  both  in  the  houfe  and  by  other  people,  fo  ter¬ 
rified  him,  that  he  ran  away  towards  the  evening,  and  went 
dire&ly  to  Portfmouth,  where  he  took  up  his  quarters  at  an 
alehoufe,  and  went  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Willis,  intending 
to  take  (hipping,  and  get  out  of  the  kingdom  :  but  one  night 
while  he  was  drinking  a  pint  of  beer  in  a  ground  foom  by 
himfelf,  he  heard  the  crier  proclaiming  the  advertifement  in 
the  ftreet,  (which  had  been  fent  down  to  the  fea-port  towns) 
forbidding  all  captains  of  (hips,  and  owners  of  vefiels,  taking 
him  on  board,  for  that  he  was  under  a  violent  fufoicion  of 
being  a  murderer  :  he  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion  and  hor¬ 
ror  of  mind.  But,  recollecting  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could, 
confidered  he  muft  not  ftay  in  a  public-houfe,  nor  yet  dared 
he  to  venture  out  in  the  ftreet,  for,  being  a  very  remarkable 
perfon,  he  concluded  he  muft  be  difcovered. 

In  the  agony  of  foul,  he  obferyed  a  back  window  in  the 
room,  which  looked  into  the  fea  ;  this  window  he  opened, 
and  fell  from  thence  into  the  water,  making  fhift  fometimes 
to  fwim  and  fometimes  to  wade,  ’till  he  came  to  a  landing 
place  without  the  city,  where  he  came  afhore. 

In  this  condition  he  wandered  all  that  night,  and  the  next 
day,  thinking  to  get  into  Oxfordfhire,  and  towards  the  next 
evening  he  c'ame  to  a  farmer’s  houfe  lonely  fituated,  and  en¬ 
quired  at  the  houfe  if  they  wanted  a  fervant  ?  The  farmer  was 
not  at  home,  but  his  wife  told  him,  fine  thought  he  did  not 
look  like  a  country  fervant,  or  one  that  was  fit  for  herhuf- 
band’s  bufinefs.  He  told  her  he  had  lived  well,  but  was  now 
reduced  ;  and  fjiould  be  glad  to  do  any  thing  in  an  honeft 
way  to  get  bread.  She  told  him  (he  could  not  fay  any  thing 
to  it,  he  might  ftay  if  he  thought  proper  till  her  hufband  came 
in,  and  then  he  would  have  his  anfwer  from  him.  When 
the  farmer  came  home  and  heard  what  he  had  to  fay,  he 
looked  earneftlv  at  him,  (which  put  the  wretch  into  a  panic) 
and  told  him  he  wanted  a  fecond  ploughman,  but  he  was  fure 
he  would  not  do  for  him,  be  looked  (he  faid)  as  if  he  wanted 
to  be  hid  for  debt,  or  fomething  elfe.  He  owned  he  was  un¬ 
der  a  cloud  of  misfortunes,  and  would  gladly  fervehim.  The 

farmer 


GEORGE  PRICE,  for  Murder.  365 

farmer  told  him,  no,  he  did  not  greatly  like  him,  but  as 
’twas  night,  he  might  ftay  and  lie  with  his  fervants  'till  next 
morning.  He  was  glad  to  have  a  houfe  over  his  head,  the/ 
but  for  one  night,  and  thankfully  accepted  the  offer  ;  but 
when  the  fervants  (who  lay  in  an  out  houfe)  went  to  bed, 
they  were  afraid  of  him,  and  told  him,  if  he  lay  at  their  farm 
that  night,  he  fhould  lie  in  a  barn  by  himfelf  in  the  ftraw  j 
which  he  was  accordingly  obliged  to  do. 

From  this  place  he  got  to  Oxford,  and  enquired  for  a  fer- 
vice;  the  perfon  that  keeps  the  houfe,  known  by  the  fign  of 
the  Anchor  at  Folly-Bridge,  (Mr.  Hooper)  did  what  he  could 
t°Nget  him  a  place.  He  offered  his  fervice  to  a  gentleman 
(a  phyfleian)  there,  but  the  doctor  infilled  upon  a  character 
from  his  daft  mailer.  Mr.  Hooper  afked  him  what  was  the 
reafon  lie  could  not  obtain  a  character  from  none  of  the  places 
where  he  lived  ?  He  made  many  excufes,  telling  him  fome 
were  dead,  others  he  knew  not  where  to  find,  and  his  lafl 
mailer  was  a  foreigner,  who  was  broke  and  run  away.  Mr. 
Hooper  himfelf  recommended  him  to  the  do£lor,  and  he  was 
in  hopes  of  getting  into  his  fervice,  hut  while  this  affair  was 
depending,  he  happened  to  fee  an  advertisement  in  a  news 
paper,  which  frighted  him  again,  and  made  him  refolve  to 
quit  Oxford,  which  he  did  very  fuddenly,  and  made  the  bell 
of  his  way  to  Bredardine,  in  Herefordfhire,  where  he  lay 
one  night,  then  crolfed  the  river  Wye,  and  went  to  his  bro¬ 
ther,  who  was  an  apprentice  to  a  fhoemaker,  at  Winforton, 
about  four  miles  from  his  father's  houfe. 

Here  he  flaid  but  a  very  little  while,  and  defired  him  to 
go  with  him  to  his  father’s  at  Hay,  a  market  town  in  Breck- 
nockfhire.  His  brother  got  leave  to  accompany  him  to  his 
father’s ;  when  they  came  to  the  houfe,  the  brother  went  in 
firft,  and  burll  out  into  tears,  for  George  had  told  hirn  as  they 
came  along,  what  a  fa£l  he  had  committed,  and  that  he  was 
forced  to  fly  from  one  place  to  another  to  avoid  falling  into 
the  hands  of  his  purfuers.  The  poor  old  father  having  feen 
the  advertifement  in  the  papers,  immediately  apprehended 
fomething  extraordinary  had  happened,  and  the  firft  words  he 

faid  were,  9— - Lord - -you  have  feen  George  !  I  hope 

he’s  not  in  the  town  !  Yes,  fays  his  brother,  he’s  juft  at  the 
door,  but  he’s  afraid  you  might  have  fome  of  the  neighbours 
with  you.  There  being  none  but  their  own  family  in  the 
houfe,  he  was  fetched  in,  and  the  minute  he  faw  his  father  he 
fell  down  on  his  knees,  and  with  a  flood  of  tears  begged  his 
blefling.  Ah  George  !  (replied  the  father)  I  wilh  God  may 
blefs  you,  and  that  what  I  have  heard  concerning  you  may 
20  3  B  not 
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not  be  true !  No,  no,  (faid  he)  it  is  roc, — it  is  not,* — pray 
let  me  have  a  private  room,— make  no  words,  I  have  done 
no  harm,  let  me  have  a  room  to  myfelf ! 

As  foon  as  he  was  put  into  a  room  he  pulled  out  half  a 
crown,  and  defired  his  brother  John  to  get  him  a  lancet  with 
that  money,  John  afked  him  what  he  intended  to  do  with  it, 
and  perfuaded  him  not  to  add  fin  to  fin  ;  telling  him,  he  had 
done  enough  already,  and  that  he  would  not  be  acceflary  to 
his  farther  guilt.  Let  me  but  have  a  lancet  faid  he,  and  I 
will  put  an  end  to  all;  he  was  now  fatisfied,  he  faid,  and  de¬ 
fired  only  to  fee  his  friends,  and  now  would  make  them  all 
eafy,  for  he  would  die  with  them.  His  father  and  brother 
perfuaded  him  from  his  bloody  purpofe,  arid  kept  him  hid  five 
days.  Then  it  began  to  be  rumoured  about  the  town,  that 
George  was  harboured  in  the  houfe,  and  the  people  were 
confirmed  in  their  notion,  by  feeing  frnoke  come  from  a  chim¬ 
ney,  where  there  never  ufed  to  be  a  fire  before. 

The  rumour  prevailing,  he  began  t©  think  himfelf  not  fafe, 
even  in  his  father’s  houfe,  and  among  his  relations.  Elis  brother 
John  perfuaded  him  to  go  on  board  afiiip  from  fome  fea  port, 
and  be  gone,  but  it  being  windy  weather,  he  was  afraid  to 
venture  at  fea. 

At  laft  he  determined  to  get  to  Gloucefter,  which  place  he 
reached  undifcovered,  and  ftaid  a  fortnight  at  an  inn ;  during 
which  time  every  body  took  notice  of  his  labouring  under 
fome  diforder  of  mind  ;  the  heftier  aiked  him  what  was  the 
occafion  of  it  ?  He  told  him,  and  every  one  elfe,  that  he  was 
in  love  with  a  young  woman  who  was  juft:  married  to  another 
man,  and  bis  pretence  went  down  pretty  well.  At  the  end 
of  the  fortnight  he  found  that  Mrs.  M- — — —  n  (with  whom 
he  had  lived  at  Brecknock)  had  two  fons  at  fchool  at  Glou¬ 
cefter ;  the  lads  having  feen  him,  they  made  themfelves  known 
to  him,  and,  in  a  letter  to  their  mother,  they  informed  her, 
that  their  man  George  was  at  Gloucefter;  (he  immediately 
wrote  back  to  them,  charging  them  to  have  nothing  to  fay  to 
him,  for  he  was  a  murderer.  The  boys  whifpered  this  about 
’till  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the  heftier,  that  this  was  the  man 
who  killed  his  wife  upon  Hounflow-Heath.  The  hoftler,  as 
foon  as  he  heard  it,  told  him,  if  he  did  not  make  the  beft  of 
his  way  from  thence,  he  would  certainly  be  taken.  I  will 
not  detect  you,  (fays  he)  but  I  advife  you  to  be  gone  imme¬ 
diately. 

The  unhappy  wretch  now  thought  it  in  vain  to  think  of 
refuge  any  where,  he  was  tired  of  dying  from  place  to  place, 
rsor  had  he  any  reafon  to  believe  he  fhould  be  fafer  any  where 

elfe, 
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elfe,  than  he  had  been  in  the  many  places  he  had  attempted 
to  hide  himfelf  in  ;  and  being  under  ftrong  perfuafton  that  his 
crime  was  legible  in  his  countenance,  that  the  hand  of  divine 
juftice  was  purfuing  him,  and  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  re¬ 
fill  it  any  farther,  therefore  he  came  from  this  place  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  furrendered  himfelf  at  his  mailer’s  houfe,  into  the 
hands  of  juftice,  as  the  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to  his 
conftant  terrifying  apprehenfions. 

After  his  conviction  he  was  afked,  if  he  had  any  hand  in 
the  death  of  his  children  ?  His  anfwer  was,  as  God  almighty 
is  to  be  my  judge,  I  know  nothing  but  that  they  died  a 
natural  death ;  my  wife  fent  me  word  they  were  reftlefs  and 
could  not  fleep,  and  I  own  I  fent  them  fome  liquid  Lauda¬ 
num  :  if  fhe  gave  them  too  much,  I  cannot  help  that. 

A  reverend  clergyman  having  feen  the  letters  which  were 
found  in  his  wife’s  lodging,  and  hearing  he  continued  folemn- 
ly  protefting  his  innocence  in  this  refpedt,  out  of  a  compafli- 
onate  regard  to  his  condition,  he  paid  him  a  vifit,  and  advi- 
fed  him  to  an  ingenuous  confeflion  of  his  heinous  crimes,  and 
in  particular  for  being  a  mover  in  the  death  of  his  children. 
He  again  affirmed  his  innocence  in  that  refpedt,  and  denied 
his  having  any  knowledge  how  they  came  by  their  end.  But 
when  the  reverend  clergyman  let  him  know  his  letters  to  his 
wife  were  in  cuftody,  which  were  too  flagrant  a  proof  of  his 
wickednefs,  he  fell  into  a  paffion,  and,  after  he  had  thrown 
out  fome  angry  expreffions,  he  grew  fullen,  and  could  not  be 
perfuaded  to  fpeak,  or  give  any  anfwers  to  the  queftions 
which  were  afked  him.  Thus  we  may  plainly  fee  what  re¬ 
gard  is  to  be  paid  to  the  moft  folemn  afleverations  of  wretches 
hardened  in  guilt,  and  habituated  in  a  conftant  courfe  of  wick¬ 
ednefs  ;  and  that  it  is  too  often  feen,  they  are  more  concerned 
for  appearing  innocent  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  which  they 
are  about  to  leave,  than  they  are  for  their  eternal  intereft  and 
everlafting  welfare. 

The  above  prifoner  died  in  his  cell  a  few  days  before  the 
time  appointed  for  his  execution. 
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